Iv. Javakhishvili Thbilisi State University
Vakhushti Bagrationi Institute of Geography

Scientific Conference

"Actual Problems of Geography'"

Dedicated to Prof. Davit Ukleba's 100t anniversary

5-6 November, 2019
Thilisi



03. ®d35b0d30mob Lobgmmdol mdomobolb Lobgmdbogm mbaggmbodgdn
30630 dogMa@nmbol bobgmmdol ggmamagaal nbbGod o

bodgzboghm 3mbgygMgbzno

»,03M3GIBOOL dIOIIVIMH) 3GMOTIFId0N”

gdm36900 IMHmoy. wogz00 y3emgoolb 100 Emolb opooengl

2019 Bemal 5-6 bmgddgcn
»domobo



CONTENTS/80600600

Davit Ukleba — A Short Survery of His Scientific, Educational, Pedagogical and Social Activity................ 11
Q5300 “93c0gds — 153936090 M, 39oMA0IMO S LEBMYMYOMH 030 FMPZsFIMdOL

0030090 FOTMBOMIGS .t 16
Davit Ukleba’s Merit in the Study of Georgian-Russian Geographic Terminology .......c..ccccceveeevecnveenenneae. 20

Marine Nalbandyan — Georgian-Russian Geographic Terminology Geographical Zonality,

Modern Tendency (REVIEW) ....c.coirerieiririierietntenteteteit ettt ettt sttt et sttt b e e se et et be e sae e enes 21
056069 Boend560s60 — 49MAMm530E0 BMbBsMdOL MYMEGOOL BNMT0MmGIOLS s J9630m6dOL
oLEAMO05, M9659gOMMZg BIBOIDE0S (FOTMBOWIZO) ...ttt 25

Zaza Lezhava, Lasha Asanidze, Kukuri Tsikarishvili, Nino Chikhradze, Ani Sherozia,

Giorgi Chartolani — Karst Caves Origination Conditions in the Zemo Imereti (Chiatura)

Structural Plateau, GEOIZIA ......ccoevuerieiruiriiieieinete ettt sttt a et ae sttt 26
DoBS @g37939, @3 SLob0dY, 373990 fods®odzowo, bobm Bob®ady, sbo gMmbos,

230020 BsOMHMb0 — Bgdm 09900l (F0500MOL) LEMWYIEHYOWE FEWOGMDBY J9OLEGHWWO
0003099900 FoM3MTMOOL 30MHMBYGO0, BOJIMIOIZYMOM....eiiviiiriiiiiiiiiii s 31

Avtandil Amiranashvili, Victor Chikhladze, Kukuri Tsikarishvili, Khatuna Tsiklauri — The History
of Formation and Development of the Theory of On the Restoration of the Ionization Properties

of Tetra Cave (Tskaltubo, GEOTZIA) ..c.coveueruiriiriiieiriirtctce ettt ettt ettt st s 33
330560 580656593000, 30d@™O Bobandy, 3300 fods®odzowo, bomnbs fozwsmmo —

0003009 , gL F50MbBIdYE0 M30Lgd9dOL 50EAIBOL Tglobgd (FyseEudm, Lodo®MzgEM)............ 36
Merab Gongadze, George Lominadze — Racha Range Karst and its Research Perspective.........cccccoueueueneee. 37
09600 3mbysdg, 30MmMHR0 mIobsdg — MoFol Jgol 35OLEHOL 33¢930L 39ML3JIBH0ZIV0....cvcvievennee 40

Nugzar Archvadze — The Areas of the Tskaltubo (Prometheus) Cave System —a Wonder of Nature.......... 41
BBt s0h3539 — PgoEuydmb (3OmIgmal) 3e308w6mo Lol gdol Josdmgdo —
OLIBGOOU BOMUGEIGO .ttt ettt ettt e et e e e 44

Hasmik Balyan — Caves of Vayots Dzor — Objects of the Geological Heritage of the Republic

of Armenia as Prerequisite for the Organization of GEOParks ..........cccoeveeereireeinerennenineerecnreireeeseeneennenes 46
35b003 d5E0sbo — goomE dmMmOl 303039900 — Lxmdbgmol MYL3BEIOZOL FIMEOMAOMMO
9993300009Md30L Md099d3HJd0, HMAMEOE 3935030 MMRB0BIOOL HoBOSOMMBDS ......vcei 48

Otar Chkheidze, Pikria Jinjikhadze — Geomorphologicalal Peculiarities of Zemo (Upper)

Imereti Plateatl (REVIEW)....ccuiiiiiieiieeiieeciie ettt e e et e e vt e eetve e beeetaesabaeesbaeessseansseanssaaassasessaeensseassassssessnsenan 50
mm5M Bbgodg, 3ogemos xobxobsdg — Bgdm 0dgHgmol 3ers@ml 39m3mMEBMEMy0wGOO
0980UGOIOIGOOBO ...t 53

Emil Tsereteli, George Gaprindashvili, Nana Bolashvili, Tinatin Nanobashvili — The Heterogeneous

Nature of the Debris/Mudflows of the Central Caucasus and Disaster in riv. Amali-Devdoraki

Basin in the Year 2014 ..o 54
990 §9Mgmgo, 0MmOHY0 2o3MHObsTZ30wo, bbs dsdz0wo, 1065006 Bsbmdsdzomo —
39650 3533560Mmbol 35MEMRGOOL 39¢JO™A6Wo boliosmo s 35GHVGHOMRBS

900. 505¢0-93MEM30L 59DT0 2014 FOOU ..ot 57

Guliko Liparteliani, Nato Sologashvili, Nikoloz Suknidze, Ani Sherozia — Constructing a Complex
Profile Using COmMPUter PTOGIAINS ......c.cotvtirieiiiriiieieininietetet ettt sttt sttt sae et 58



BIWO03M 035MGHJ0560, Bo@m bmwmmmsdzowo, Bogs bvydbodg, sbo dgmmbos —
3M339dbwyOHo 3OHMBOOL 52905 3nA309EIONIO SOMYMOITIIODM ... 61

Ketevan Gogidze — The Soils of Pastures and Arable Lands in Khevi Region,

the Problems of Their USING .....c.coeeviiieirieiniiieiricieenctreeeeeee sttt sttt st 63
9009396 3my0dg — bggol MH9ga0mbols Lobbsg-lsdmzMgdols boswsagdo, dsmo gs8myqbgdols

BOMBEIGTGOO vttt 66
Nino Kezevadze — The Zonal Regularities of Differential Water Balance..........cccccevevveciecinenccecnencceennne. 67
Bobm 39H939d9 — ©0RIMHIbE0MOME0 FYrrol dsesblol BmboswrmGmo 3obmbbmdogMgdgdo................ 70

Garry Gunia, Zizi Svanidze — Evaluation of the Ecologial - Economic Efficiency of Artificial

Reservoir Construction in Mountainous Regions ............ccccceviriiiiiiiininiiiininiicceeeceeeecee e 71
239600 399605, BOBo Bgsb0dy — 06 MY0Mmbgddo bgurmgbry®mo [gowlioEegzgdol sg9gdol
98399AIOMBOL 93000MP0v)M-03060T0IO0 TIBOBIDIDO ...ttt 75

Marika Tatishvili, Nato Kutaladze, Inga Samkharadze, Davit Loladze, Ana Palavandishvili —

Use of geomagnetic indices in Weather ISSUES .........ccccevueuerirreirieiniicirrceeeeerretre ettt 76
056035 B93H0d30¢00, Bo@m 3@owsdy, 0bas LsdbsMsdy, 3000 EMesdg, 965 Bognsgsbodzowo
39035360EHMH0 06gJlgdoL godmyghgds SA0BEOL SAMEIBGITO......ccveeiiieiiiiiiiii 80
Liana Kartvelishvili — Influence of Climate Parameters in the Building Industry of Georgia............c......... 81
0565 JoMrm03900030¢0 — 30dsE ol 35M599EHMIO0L 453w9bs LodsMmzgerml Lsddgbgdarm
OBQNUIBI0ODY ottt 85

Mariam Elizbarashvili, Tekla Gurgenidze, Tengiz Urushadze, Elizbar Elizbarashvili —

Possible Impact of Global Warming on the Shifting of Soil Boundaries in Mountains

(Trialeti Range Eastern Part Case STUAY)......cccccveireeiiirieinieiienietnieieeretereeseeneeereesne et st 86
056050 9Er0BBISMSFZ00, MY3s 3MHaqb0dg, M9baoD MMMTsdg, gEoHdIG gEoBBdMTZ0MOo —
3WMBISEOHO IMdMBOL Fglsderm 453wqbs 809380 bossgol LoBLZMFIOL Fg33esbY
(00005¢gm0b J90L 5©0IMLIZEG00 BIFOEIOL TIPIWIOMDY) ..covvirvevireriirreirrerieeeeretrreeeeee et sreneaeen 89

Giorgi Khomasuridze, Lamzira Lagidze — The Effects of Climate Change on Thermal Regime

0 TDILST CIEY 1ottt 91
2300620 bedslrModg, sdbots ¢owodg — 36008530 (3360 gdoL 493w9bs Joesd mdogroliols
A9939OOG IO DGFOTDY <.t 95

Maia Meladze, Giorgi (Givi) Meladze — Transformation of Agroclimatic Zones of Samegrelo -

Zemo Svaneti in Conditions of Global Warming........c.cccceeveeririnienennineneteeneneeeceeseseee e 96
0505 Ageady, 200 (3030) F9esdg — LBgaMgEM-Hgdm 13sBgMOL MM IW0ToE MmO Dmbgdols
GMBLREMOTS305 FEMBS)NHO EIDOMOOL SOMMBGOTO ...t 102

Dali Mikautadze, Magdana Kvabziridze — The Influence of the Climatic Risks (Strong Winds)

on City Microclimate FOrmMation ........ccceeririerieirinieteinenet ettt ettt ettt sttt sbesaens 103
50 3049 @odg, 3oobs 33950D0M0d] — 30ToGMMO MHoLIJOOL (IO JoMgdo) 4o3wgbs
Josgol 03MM30BIEHOL BOMBOMGOOIDY ....vervirrinreiirririiieiieierteeeteeeeseeeee et ae e saens 106
Elene Salukvadze, Tamila Chaladze —Natural Resourceful Potential of Imereti Landscapes .................... 108
9969 boerydzedg, medogos Boensdg — 039Mm9m0L sbdyEgdol dbydMH03-MglMlmEo
BOUBGD(300QI0 ... ettt 113



Giorgi Meladze — Potential of Fertility in Georgia and it’s Degree of Realization

According to A. Coale’s INAICES .....c.ooueuiririeirieieeieiretrtee ettt ettt ettt 114
20MmM20 3gesdg — 3md5MBOL 3m@Jb0swo LodoMm39e™mdo s JoLo MHJsEobDaool ba@olbo

9. ol 060gJUgOOL BOBIWGO.....cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 118
Ia Iashvili, Tatia Doghonadze — Spa Tourism in Imereti Region: Trends and Prospects .........c.cccceverueuneene 119

05 05030¢00, M3M05 PMEOMbsdg — B3s GHMMOBTo 089Gl Mgaombdo: 3gbwgbiogdo s
BOOUBGTBIOGID0 -ttt ettt e 122

Tsisana Basilashvili — The Importance of Forest and the Results of Anthropogenic Impact

0N the MOUNTINOUS ATEAS ........ceiiiiiiiiiiiii st 123
30Lbs 3LOE830¢0 — Fyob db0d3bgEMds s FsliBy SBMOMIMA96H0o Bgdmddgwgdols
890093900 3050 MIRAOMBGITO ...t 125

Zurab Seperteladze, Eter Davitaia, Tamar Aleksidze, Nino Rukhadze — Anthropogenic Modification

of Georgian Natural Landscapes and Sustainable Development of Environment...........ccocccevueinuniicinuennnens 126
D650 ByRYOMYsdg, IO OO0, 15T S¢gdlody, bobm Hrbsdyg — LodsMozgumls
0196900030 WsbETsRBHYOOL SBMOM3MYI6IMHO IMPOGOIZHF0S S FoMGIMU

0090 FIBZOMOIIGDS.....viviiiiiiiiiiiiitiic e 130

M. Misakyan, Kh. Meliksetian — Geological Tourism and Geopark Perspectives in Sevan Basin,

ATINIOIHA ..ttt b e 132
0. 3oL30560, b. A90dlgE 060 — 3gMEOMAOMOO FHMODT0 S FgM35M3JdoL
390b399G03900 1593560l 57 BHA0, BOMTDIIO ... 137

Gohar Ghambaryan, Anzhela Ayriyants — Key Principles of Economic Development of Countries:
EMUIALION LAWS.....ertiriiiiiiriiieicteee ettt ettt ettt ettt et et sa et ettt sttt et sae et et enens 138
30356 0533560560, 9b519s 50005630 — J39469d0L 930bMT0 3OO A5630MGBOL JOMOMIO
30M06303900: 9GO0 JOBMBGIO ... 140

Vazha Neidze, Nino Pavliashvili, Mzia Tutberidze, Giorgi Khomeriki, Giorgi Lominadze —

Problems of Tourism Potential of SAmMegrelo .........cccocoveiririiniiiininiicercceeneeeee et 142
3555 690dg, bobm 3530058300, 3B0s MWMPOYHOJY, 20MGYO0 bmTd)MH030, FoMMAO mdobsdg —
1539309 GIOOLEHWIO 3MEIBE0IWOL SOMBGTGOO.......cveriireeirieriieriirre s 147

Revaz Tolordava, Koba Korsantia — Environmental and Cartometric Analysis of the Part of Georgia-

Azerbaijan State Border (Between Alazani and IOTi FIVETS)......cccccererierieririnienienerinenieeeeneseeeee e 148
935D OMEMOHO39, 30005 3NOLIBEGH0S — LodoMMZgEm sDYMBSOK IBOL Lsbwzmols
(5€05B560-0mMHoL b 33930L) B0BO3INOH-29MMIBR0YYO S J9OEHMIJEHMOWOo SBserobo........... 154

Koba Kharadze — Diversity in the Springs in “Geography of Georgia”

by Vakhushti Bagrationi (XVIII) REVIEW ......cccceeriiiririerieiniinicteinienteteteie ettt sttt ettt seeeene 155
3035 bo®sdg — §9oOmmms 36935ex39MHM3690s 3sbd@o dogModombols
»09990MZ9 ML GMRMIG0ITO™ (XVIIT L) vttt 159

Davit Sartania, Dali Nikolaishvili, Avtandil Ujmajuridze — About some Georgian Toponyms

in Historical Meskheti (as per the old Turkish regiSters) ........c.coceeeerrinenerninenereenereeeeeeseeeeeeaene 160
5300 BsOHMb0s, IO B0 M 508300, 5305BEOW YR ToxMMOd] — DMYOJMO oMo
A™3mbodol gLsbgd oLGMmMowe dglbgmdo (33900 MMM I300MJOOL JOBJPOIOM)......cvee.. 164

Nikoloz Otinashvili — Agricultural-Geographical Terminology from Shida Kartli.............cccccecnininennnn. 165
503m@mB Mmm0bsdz0w0 — LadgmMbyM-39MaM80E0 GHIMT0BMEMA0s 0 JoOMNWOEIb .......... 166



D. Kirtadze — The Toponym of Chillidar Vilayat According to "Jaba Ledger" .........cccoceeeerreererereneccnuennnns 167
Q. 306O™adg — BooMmOL 3050900l BHM3MB0T0s ,% 905 IZMMOL™ BOLIZOM ...ovcvivieiiciinnen 172

Tsitsino Davituliani — Agricultural Landscapes of the Bordering Zone of Kutaisi and Dynamics

OF THEIT CRAIIEE ..ottt ettt sttt sttt ettt st a ettt a et et eaea 173
30306M 53000560 —Jmmsoliols FmbyBZMY Bmbols sgMHMEsbdsg@gdo s
0500 (33¢00¢9OOL QOBOTOIO ..ttt 177

10



Problems of Tourism Potential of Samegrelo

Vazha Neidze'', Nino Pavliashvili’, Mzia Tutberidze', Giorgi Khomeriki', Giorgi
Lominadze'

'TSU, Vakhushti Bagrationi Institute of Geography, Thilisi,
Georgia, neidze@gmail.com
’Ts U, Social and Political Science Department, Thilisi, Georgia

Abstract

The following article reviews tourism potential of Samegrelo — one of historical provinces of Georgia. Samegrelo is
characterized by richness and diversity of resources necessary for tourism development. This mostly relates to its
natural and cultural heritage, while the economic base of tourism is weak. Samegrelo has access to coastline, foothill
and mountain resources, highland sights, picturesque valleys of rivers Tekhury, Abasha and Khobi and karst caves.
Besides these, protected areas of the Colchis wetlands also play a significant role in the tourist potential. Ethnic and
cultural characteristics of the local population is worthy of a separate focus as well. This work presents a scheme of
area planning of tourist potential of Samegrelo. As a result of several years study of tourism potential of the region,
authors have developed a scheme of subdivision of tourist-recreational potential of Samegrelo. Three tourist regions
and eight zones were distinguished.

Key words: Tourism, Samegrelo, natural resources, tourism potential

Introduction

The territory of historical province of Samegrelo is spread from the Black Sea coast to the Caucasian
range that provides the diversity of natural geographical conditions of the region, which is an important
factor for tourism development. In particular, within the region limits there are coastal spacious, sandy
beaches (Anaklia, Maltaqva), as well as the mineral waters of different composition and temperature
(Menji, Tsaishi, Lugela, Skuri, Lebarde) and resorts created on them, karst caves (Shurubumu, Tobi,
Nazodelao, Jortsku Caves, etc.), lakes (Paliastomi, Papantskviri, Tobavarchkhili, Little Toba, etc.),
canyons (Gachedili, Balda, Intsra, etc.), river gorges (Khobi, Abasha, Chanistskali, etc.) waterfalls (Intsra,
Ochkhomuri, Oniore), protected areas (Kolkheti National Park, Katsoburi Managed Reserve). Samegrelo
is rich also in historic and cultural monuments: fortress-city Nokalakevi, Dadianis' Palace, Shkhepi,
Chakvinji, Rukhi and other castles, Martvili, Tsaishi, Khobi, Tsalenjikha and other churches and
monasteries, and ethnographic museums and memorial houses. Nevertheless, only several individual
attractions are used in tourism industry. These are Gachedili Canyon, resort Anaklia and Dadianis’
Palace, Kolkheti National Park and Paliastomi Lake. Accordingly, tourism types are represented by
cognitive, recreational, ecological tourism. Despite the abundance of resorts, especially of balneological
resources, medical tourism, that has been an important part of the region's economic sector in the 1990s,
is now disorganized. The infrastructure of the resort is totally destroyed and mineral waters are used for
greenhouses, or simply poured out. In the case of the high-mountain resort of Lebarde, the problem of the
lack of good roads is more crucial than the ruined tourist infrastructure.

As a result of several years study of tourism potential of the region, authors have developed a scheme
of subdivision of tourist-recreational potential of Samegrelo (Fig. 1). Three tourist regions and eihgt
zones were distinguished. Taxonomic units differ from each other by concentration of recreational
resources, specificity and perspective types of tourism.

Methods and Materials

The regions were singled out on the basis of common natural-geographical characteristics (proximity
to the sea, altitude above the sea level, relief, landscapes), territorial concentration of tourist attractions
was taken as the principle of separation of zones; the exception is the protected areas (Kolkheti National
Park, Katsoburi Managed Reserve) zone, where some of the spots have been united by their
specialization.

Results and Discussions
Finally, the regions are as follows:

I. Seaside Region
1. 1. Anaklia zone
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1. 2. Poti zone

1I. Kolkheti Lowland Region
2. 1. Zugdidi-Khobi zone
2. 2. Abasha-Senaki zone
2. 3. Four zones of protected areas.

II1. Mountain and Foothills Region
3. 1. Martvili zone
3. 2. Chkhorotsku-Tsalenjikha zone
3. 3. Jvari zone

Fig. 1. Regions and zones of tourist potential of Samegrelo

I. Seaside District

Samegrelo seaside district can be divided into three tourist zones, which differ by their specific
tourism resources and, consequently, by types of tourism activities.

1.1. Anaklia zone is the area of prospective medical and recreational tourism. Anaklia is a seaside
climatic resort, with sandy beach, bicycle lanes and three high-class hotels with 392 beds. In the territory
of the village, there are 167 guesthouses for 1774 persons [1]. It is connected with the village of
Ganmukhuri by means of the 552-meter pedestrian bridge. Here is also a water park with many different
types of entertainment attractions.

1.2. The Poti zone covers city of Poti itself and the territory extended to the south, including Maltaqva.
Maltaqva is a seaside climatic resort, included within the limits of Poti. The marine resort has a wide
sandy beach, characterized by high insolation, surplus of chemical microelements of marine origin with
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medical health-improving effects. In the past, Maltaqva was a water sports centre. Okros Tba (the Golden
Lake) near the River Maltaqva is practically a channel for rowing. At this moment, they are redeveloping
the beach. In Maltaqva, there are 3 hotels for 175 persons and in Poti - 5 hotels for 114 persons. The main
types of tourism activities in this zone are relaxation and recovery.

II. Colchic Lowland Region

2.1. Zugdidi-Khobi Zone

The main tourist attractions of Zugdidi-Khobi Zone are: Zugdidi, Dadianis’ Palace and Botanical
Garden, Resort Tsaishi, also Tsaishi Cathedral, Rukhi Fortress, Khobi Monastery, Lake of Papantskviri,
Kvaloni resort place.

Zugdidi is located on the Odishi lowland, on the bank of Chkhoushi River. It is first mentioned in the
sources of the beginning of the 17th century. During this period it represented the political, administrative
and cultural center of the Odishi Principality.

Dadiani Palace's historic and architectural museum includes: Queen's Palace, Nico's Palace, the
Principal’s Cathedral and the Botanical Garden at the Palace.

The German architect rebuilt the Queen’s Palace in the 60s of the 19th century. Russian architect
Vasiliev builds Niko’s Palace in the 80s of the XIX century. The treasure of the Zugdidi museum is the
great Christian holiness of the Holy Virgin Mary’s robe, brought to Georgia in 1453, after the fall of the
Byzantine Empire. First it was in the Cathedral of Bedia and then in the church of Khobi. From 1533
onwards, Levan the I Dadiani had brought it to the Principality Palace. In addition to the Virgin Mary’s
robe in Zugdidi museum, there are still lots of holinesses.

There are 3 hotels in the city, 14 guesthouses and 2 hostels, for the total number of 261 visitors.

Tsaishi is a balneological resort with the arthrologic, neuralgic, gynecologic and dermatologic profile,
with sulphide mineral water. Some sanatoriums and recreation houses were still functioning until the 90s
of the last century.

Tsaishi is known for its hyperthermic and hypothermic mineral waters, whose medical properties were
described even by Vakhushti Batonishvili. On the depth of 5-6 meters at the site of one of the springs,
there is found a pool made of the hewn stone that was supposedly used B.C. Today 18 mineral sources of
Tsaishi are studied and it is estimated that the local hypothermic mineral water (24-26°C) has a unique
composition: it contains a large amount of silicic acid. Such kind of water is characterized by antitoxic,
antiseptic action, it regulates the metabolism process, improves bone-cartilage tissue and skin condition,
reduces the risk of development of atherosclerosis. They have rediscovered Tsaishi mineral waters at the
beginning of the XX century. The resort obtained particular popularity in 1956 after the discovery of
hyperthermic (82°C) water. During the 1990s crisis the infrastructure was destroyed. Today, part of the
hot mineral water is used only for heating of greenhouses and flats, and most of it is lost [2].

The Tsaishi Cathedral of the Assumption of the Holy Virgin Mary is the Cathedral of Zugdidi and
Tsaishi eparchy and is one of the oldest Episcopal cathedrals of Georgia.

The domed cathedral, located today in Tsaishi, is built at the threshold of the XIII-XIV centuries. Prior
to that, here was a basilica church, built in the X-XI centuries.

Rukhi Fortress is a medieval castle fortress in the territory of the village of Rukhi on the left bank of
the Enguri River. It was built by Levan the II Dadiani, the head of Samegrelo and consists of the citadel
and the lower yard. A 10-12 m high wall surrounds the castle.

Khobi Monastery is one of the most important architectural complexes in Georgia, including the
temple, palace, bell tower and wall. The basilica type temple has three naves. It is constructed in the XIII-
XIV centuries and is connected with the names of King Gubaz, Davit Aghmashenebeli, Queen Tamar and
Tsotne Dadiani. The temple is decorated with fretworks and frescoes. In the Middle Ages Khobi
Monastery was a residence of the Catholicos of Western Georgia.

Some of the natural sites of Khobi municipality - Urta Mountain, Lake Papantskvire, Lake Nazmakhu,
Khamiskuri and Kheta environs have some tourist potential.

Resort place Kvaloni with methan mineral water has arthrologic, neuralgic, gynecologic profile. In
Khobi there is only one hotel for 22 tourists.

Priority types of tourism in the zone are medical and cognitive tourism.

2.2. Abasha-Senaki Zone

The main tourist attractions of the zone are: Senaki town, resorts Menji and Nokalakevi, also Nokala-
kevi archaeological monument, Shkhepi fortress, Sepieti and Sujuni churches in Abasha municipality.
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Red brick houses, built in the 60-70s and small, nice yards that are spread throughout the whole city
are characteristic for Senaki. The central part of the city is distinguished by regular planning and develop-
ment of European type.

Senaki's main architectural landmark is Akaki Khorava Senaki Drama Theater, which is constructed in
Neo-Baroque style with classicism elements. In the same architectural style is built also Buildings of Se-
naki Railway Station, Art School (now Zhiuli Shartava Museum) and so called Railway Hospital. There
are three hotels for 116 visitors in Senaki.

Menji (in Megrelian - sour water) was declared a republican resort in 1938 and there started construc-
tion of the appropriate infrastructure. In 1940, tens of thousands of people visited arthrologic, neuralgic
and gynecologic resort. According to specialists, high temperature water can be obtained here by drilling.
The resort has not functioned since the 1990s and restoring of its infrastructure seems already impossible
[2].

In Senaki municipality there are several deposits of thermal mineral water: in Sakharbedio, Ledzadza-
me, Zani, Potskho, Akhalsopeli. Nokalakevi, the oldest capital of the Egrisi Kingdom, is known by mine-
ral waters. There are several thermal sources near the fortress. The temperature of the water reaches 70-
80°C and is recommended for the treatment of cardiovascular, osteoarticular and gynecologic diseases.

According to historical sources, Nokalakevi (in Greek Archaeopolis) was built by Quji, Eristavi of
Egrisi and Svaneti (beginning of the 3rd century BC). Tsikhegoji was the capital of Egrisi (Lazika)
kingdom of Western Georgia in the IV-VIII centuries. In 737-738 the city was destroyed by the Arab
commander, Murvan Ibn-Mohammad (Murvan the deaf). As a result of continuous destruction and
desolation, Tsikhegoji declined and turned into a small village. For the second time it flourished in the
16th century, when the Samegrelo ruler built his own palace here. In the XVI-XVIII centuries, it was a
residence of Odishi rulers - Dadiani.

Khorga is the resort area, with arthrologic, neuralgic and gynecologic healing profile.

The Shkhepi fortress is built in the early middle ages. A trace of remodeling of further periods can be
seen there. Two towers and fence wall are well preserved. There are three hotels for 116 persons in
Senaki, and only one hotel for 20 tourists in Abasha.

The zone has conditions for both, medical/health improving and cognitive tourism development.

2.3. Protected Areas Zone

The main tourist attractions of the zone are: three sections of Kolkheti National Park, their adjacent
wetlands, excreted by Ramsar Convention and Katsoburi Managed Natural Reserve.

Georgia joined the Ramsar Convention in 1996. Protected areas of resident water birds were excreted;
in consequence, they obtained international importance. In Kolkheti Lowland, this is the central part of
the Black Sea coast, the confluence of river Rioni, the territory of Khobi municipality and the town of
Poti. It includes the Churia, Nabada and Pichora-Paliastomi neighborhoods and the Paliastomi Lake.

The Kolkheti National Park, created in 1998, includes the Black Sea east coastline and the Paliastomi
lake basin. It is designed for the protection and preservation of Kolkheti wetland ecosystems with the
international significance. Tourists are offered here rowing, also sport fishing, bird watching and eco-
educational tours on the Paliastomi Lake and in the Pichora River gorge.

The Katsoburi Managed Reserve was established in 1996. It is located in the southwestern part of
Abasha municipality. The reserve area is mainly plain with maximum height about 40 meters above sea
level. Here predominantly are spread alluvial clay and sand, and on small areas are found alumina soils.
River Rioni flows into the territory of Katsoburi Managed Reserve. Tourism types are ecological,
scientific tourism, bird watching.

II1. Mountain and Foothills Region

3.1. Martvili Zone

The zone includes the rivers Tekhura and Abasha's upper parts’ basins. It is distinguished by the
abundance of natural monuments; the most popular among them is the Martvili or Gachedili’s canyon,
which is a gorge, cut canyonlike by the River Abasha in the Abedati limestone anticline. The length of the
canyon is 2400 m, the depth - 20-30 m, and the width is 5-10 m. In two places of the canyon there are
preserved natural limestone bridges, which indicate that once the karst cave was collapsed here. In
addition, in the middle of the canyon there are small waterfalls of 12-15 m height. One section is
distinguished by its special beauty. This is Oputskhole, known by the name of "Dadiani bathing place".
Here the passage trail goes down along with a limestone stairway, built centuries ago of big limestone
quadrels. On weekends in summer time, 2-2.5 thousand people visit the canyon. The canyon tourism
infrastructure is gradually improving and soon the zipline will be added to it.
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Besides, it is worth mentioning the natural monuments: Abasha, Oniore, Ochkhomuri, Tobi waterfalls;
Caves of Zesnakhe, Potoltsvena, Khaverdovana, Migaria, Jortsku; Balda canyon.

The Tekhura Valley (in the middle and upper parts) is distinguished by relief complexity and
landscape diversity. Resort of Lebarde (1600 m above the sea level), rich in mineral and sour waters of
various compositions, is located in the valley. The main medical factors are: average height mountain
climate and carbonic acid mineral water. Therapeutic indication is: chronic illnesses of respiratory and
digestive organs. The resort currently is not functioning due to the difficult transportation conditions and
infrastructure decay [3].

The Chkondidi Eparchy Center, Martvili Monastery of the Assumption of Virgin Mary (VII-XII
Centuries) is located on the mountain top in the north of the city. The complex includes several churches
and a bell tower.

The summer residence of Dadianis (XVIII-XIX centuries) and the Church of Nativity of Virgin Mary
(XVII century) are located in Salkhino.

In Martvili G. Eliava Museum is functioning, which is distinguished by compliance of its services and
amenities with modern museum standards. There are 10 hotels in the city (including 7 family hotels) for
195 visitors in total.

The perspective tourism types are: medical, adventure, cognitive, religious tourism.

3.2. Chkhorotsku-Tsalenjikha zone

The zone includes the rivers - Chanistskali and Khobi upper parts’ basins. The nature of this zone
provides unique conditions for the development of tourism and healthcare.

A resort of Skuri is located in the upper part of the River Chanistskali. It is created on the sulfate-
chloride sodium-calcium mineral water base. The mine is located in the valley of the river Abanosghele
(Chanistskali left confluent). Therapeutic indication is diseases of the digestive organs, locomotor
apparatus and peripheral nervous system. In 2007-2008 a youth camp was functioning here. Now the
resort is almost destroyed. Other attractions are: Skuri Church, Jgali Church and tower, Lesale fortress,
Tsalenjikha X-XI Century Cathedral, ethnographic museum, Terenti Graneli House Museum.

The upper part of the river Khobi gorge (till Chkhorotsku) has a great potential. It is likely that in the
future, along with the growth of number of tourists in the gorge, the importance of the village Mukhuri as
a tourist center will increase. The resort place Mukhuri is located on the River Khobi. The upper part of
the valley begins here. From the north and northeast Mukhuri is surrounded by Tarzeni and Otsindale
Mountains of Samegrelo highlands. The middle part passes into the open valley. The most interesting
natural monument of Mukhuri is the karst cave "Shurubumu", which is located in the limestone massif
and is decorated with various karst limestone formations (stalactites, stalagmites, travertines etc). Once a
year a strong stream of water appears suddenly in the Shurubumu Gorge, the locals call it "Deizaxi"
(giant’s call) because of the strong sound. From other tourist attractions of Khobistskali Gorge are worth
mentioning: Khobistskali Canyon, erratic boulder, Gvalashara and Ghunji waterfalls [4].

Mineral water Lugela, which contains 9.5% solution of calcium chloride, is important for the
development of tourism. Therapeutic indications: tuberculosis, fracture of bones, rickets, allergic,
decreased blood clotting diseases and so on. Now they take the mineral water with tanks to Zugdidi,
where it is bottled. Near the village of Taya, on the mountain Otsindale St. George's one-naved monastery
(11th century) is located, which was the most important religious center for centuries, where the people of
all parts of Samegrelo region gathered during the St. George's Day.

Chkhorotsku ethnographic Museum is famous for its collection of interesting exhibits. Some of the
exhibits require proper study from the specialists and the conditions of their storage are to be improved.

In Chkhorotsku and Tsalenjikha there are single hotels in each, accordingly for 12 and 10 visitors.

The perspective types of tourism are medical, adventure and cognitive tourism.

3.3. Jvari Zone

The tourism potential of this zone is mainly related to rivers Enguri (in the middle) and Magana
valleys. The main tourist-recreational facility is the mountainous area of Egrisi ridge with the main peaks
Chitagvara (Chitagvala) and Tsashkibuli. The lakes Tobavarchkhili, Tsashkibuli’s Tobavarchkhili, Little
Toba are especially popular. There are also separate attractions: Kuakantsalia, Okalmakhe Vaucluse,
Magana Waterfall, Tsotne Dadiani Cave, Intsra Canyon and Waterfall, Muzhava Monastery.

The crucial component of the tourism potential is the Jvari water reservoir and the Enguri dam, for
which an interesting multi-functional tourism development project has been designed, providing the
modern types of tourism.

In Potskho there is one 42-bed hotel.

Prospective types of tourism are: natural-cognitive and adventure tourism.
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As mentioned above, the main types of tourism in Samegrelo are cognitive, adventure, ecological
tourism. In the opinion of the authors, Samegrelo may be of interest also to those local and foreign
tourists, who are fond of gastronomic and agro-tourism.

Conclusions
Overall, it can be said that Samegrelo, where tourism development enters into the active phase, despite
the weak economic base and inarranged infrastructure, tourism has significant potential.
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