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Ketevan Tsimintia
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Georgia

ABOUT ONE ASPECT OF MARRIAGE PREREQUISITE IN
SAMEGRELO

Summary

Marriage in Samegrelo had a prerequisite — taking into consideration
some prohibitive and inhibitive factors. Prohibitive factors included the results
of the practice of “Ginochama” — asking justice to the “gods” or “icons”, also
connection between two clans, or lineages which is based on the worship of the
same shrine and/or practicing the same “Khvama” (prayal). Christian rites and
artificially made kinship through baptize and wedding also played a role. Social
inequality and memory of the same ancestry served mostly as inhibitive factors.
The memory about these aspects existed in some cases while in other cases it
was absent and we established the connection based on archival materials.

Modern ethnographic situation possibly will change under the influence
of globalization, migration and many other factors, therefore, in-depth study of
the issue in our opinion is very urgent and necessary. The paper is an attempt of
analysis of modern situation which is very much influenced by traditions.

431



