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PROGRAM

20 June, Thursday

Building I, room #107
Chavchavadze Ave. #1

09.30 - 10.00 Registration of conference participants

10.00 Conference speeches and welcomes:
Building I, room: #107

Giorgi Sharvashidze - Rector, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State
University

Tamar Dolbaia - Dean, Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, Ivane
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University

I Session (Working Language - English)
Building I, room: #107

Chairpersons: Alexandre Kukhianidze, Marek Pietraś

10.20 Marek Pietraś - Prof. dr hab. Maria Curie-Skłodowska University,
Poland. “European Union in an Environment of Two-Level Changes”

10.40 Boris Vukićević - Associate Professor, University of Montenegro,
Montenegro. “The Impact of European Integration on Montenegrin
Politics and Society”

11.00 Alexandre Kukhianidze – Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi
State University. “The Problem of the Definition of Organized Crime”



4

11.20 Onur Kulac – Assistant Professor, Pamukkale University, Turkey.

„Public E-Procurement Policy of Turkey within the Context of EU
Integration“

11.40 Bulent Arpat – Assistant Professor, Pamukkale University,
Turkey. “Turkey’s Integration to European Union in Terms of
Occupational Health and Safety and Transformations in Work Life”

12.00 Jaba Urotadze – Assistant Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi
State University. “Comparative Analysis of Working and Rest Time
Regulations in Georgia and European Union”

12.20 Domenico Valenza – PhD Candidate, United Nations University
Institute on Comparative Regional Integration Studies, Belgium.
“Projecting Ideal Selves: EU’s and Russia’s Competing Cultural
Narratives in the Post-Soviet Space”

12.40 Kürşat Güç – Research Assistant, Ankara University, Turkey.
“Routinization of Conflict in Ukraine as a Security Dilemma”

13.00 B. Alper Torun – Research Assistant, Ankara University, Turkey.
“Russian Counter Attack to European Integration in the Near Abroad:
Frozen Conflict Strategy”

13.20 - 14.30 Lunch
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II Session (Working Language - Georgian)

Building I, room: #107

Chairpersons: Malkhaz Matsaberidze, Manana Shamilishvili

14.30 Malkhaz Matsaberidze – Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi
State University. “Constituent Assembly of Georgia and Formation of
Party System”

14.50 Revaz Gachechiladze – Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi
State University, Giorgi Robakidze – PhD Candidate, Caucasus
International University. “European Integration: Goals and Reality
(Comparing Central European, Baltic and the South Caucasus States)”

15.10 Valerian Melikidze, Associate Professor, Vladimer Chkhaidze,
Assistant Professor, Salome Kobaidze, PhD Candidate – Ivane
Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University. “Adoption of the Coastal Zone of
the Black Sea in Georgia Based on the Principles of Blue Economy”

15.30 Manana Shamilishvili - Associate Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili
Tbilisi State University. „A Caricature as a Mean of Visualization of the
Nazi Editorial Policy and an Anti-Bolshevik Ideological Weapon”

15.50 Marina Burdzenidze,Associate Professor, Marina Kevkhishvili,
PhD Candidate - Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University.
“Transformation of Journalism in European Countries: Professional
Journalists Views and Perceptions”

16.10 Nino Popiashvili - Doctor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State
University. “The Post-Socialist Transformation of Mining Cities”

16.30 Natela Donadze, Associate Professor, Marekh Devidze, PhD
Candidate - Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University. “Globalization
and Traditions in Students’ Focus”
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21 June, Friday

III Session (Working Language - English)

Building I, room: #107

Chairpersons: Tengiz Verulava, Nikoloz Esitashvili

10.00 José G. Vargas-Hernández - Research Professor, University of
Guadalajara, Mexico. “Critical Analysis on the Institutional Design of
Democratic Decentralization in the Public Sphere and Urban Spaces of
Local Governments”

10.20 Dogan Nadi Leblebici, Professor, Hacettepe University, Cenay
Babaoglu, Associate Professor, Nigde Omer Halisdemir University,
Turkey - “The Interaction Between Local Governments and NGOs in
Disability Policy in Ankara”

10.40 Mariam Gersamia, Professor, Maia Toradze, Associate
Professor – Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University. “Media
Psychology: Challenges of Competence-Based Curricula and
Employment”

11.00 Hubert Kotarski – Assistant Professor, University of Rzeszow,

Poland. „Life and Professional Aspirations of Students as a Factor of
European Integration in Poland and Ukraine, on the Example of
Research into the Quality of Life in the City“

11.20 Magdalena Pokrzywa – Assistant Professor, University of
Rzeszow, Poland. “Men and Women in the Social Assistance System in
Poland”

11.40 Dorota Rynkowska – Assistant Professor, University of Rzeszow,
Poland. “The Role of the Polish Red Cross as a Non-Governmental
Organization in the Social Sector”
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12.00 Nikoloz Esitashvili – Visiting Professor, International School of
Economics at Tbilisi State University. “Exponential Capacity of Power
and its Impact on Military Alliance Dynamics”

12.20 Tengiz Verulava – Associate Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi
State University. “Access to Medicines for Pension Age Population in
Georgia”

12.40 Svetlana Akkieva – Professor, Kabardin-Balkar Scientific Center
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia. “The European Integration
for the South Caucasus”

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch

IV Session (Working Language - Georgian)

Building I, room: #101

Chairpersons: Salome Dundua, Tamar Karaia

09.20 Giorgi Beridze – PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State

University. “Electronic Propaganda of Ideological-Political Platforms in
Modern Georgia (Internet Activities of Left-Wing Organizations)”

09.40 Elene Gelashvili – PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi

State University. “Salome Zurabishvili’s Inaugural Speech – New
Messages in Georgian Politics”

10.00 Natia Zedginidze – PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi

State University. “The Importance of Codes of Professional Ethics in
Public Moral Renewal and the Process of Legal State Building”

10.20 Lika Tetradze - PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State

University. “Negative Narrative and Affect on Electoral Behavior”
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10.40 Nino Maisuradze - PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi

State University. “Electronic Propaganda of Ideological-Political
Platforms in Modern Georgia (Ideological Profile of Internet Editions of
Georgian National-Patriotic Direction)”

11.00 Inga Mikhanashvili – Researcher, Institute of Political Sciences

at Ilia State University. “Issue of Minorities after the 2016 Parliamentary
Elections Based on the Analysis of the Ombudsman’s Reports”

11.20 Lika Mukbaniani – PhD Candidate, Georgian Technical

University. „Catch-all Policy of the Parties in Member and Non-Member
Countries of European Union   (on the Example of Sweden and Georgia)“

11.40 Tamar Orjonikidze – PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi

State University. “The Constituent Assembly of Georgia and Batumi
Region”

12.00 Davit Sidamonidze, PhD Candidate, Nana Deisadze, MA Student

– Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University. “European Integration and
Development of Georgian Land Transport”

12.20 Salome Kareli – PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State

University. “How Do the EU and Georgia Defence Policies Response the
New Face of the Conflict the "Hybrid War"?”

12.40 Mariana Kevkhishvili – PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili

Tbilisi State University. “Lobbying in Georgia”

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch
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V Session (Working Language - Georgian)

Building I, room: #101

Chairpersons: Zviad Abashidze, Avtandil Tukvadze

14.00 Zviad Abashidze – Associate Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili
Tbilisi State University. “Discourse on Ethnic Minorities and Civic
Integration in Georgia during 1991-90: Analysis of Zviad
Gamsakhurdia’s Official Speeches, Statements and Interviews”

14.20 Ala Bibilashvili – Associate Researcher, Institute of Political
Sciences at Ilia State University. „The Role of Islam in Politicization of
Religious Discourse in the Northern Caucasus“

14.40 Eka Darbaidze – Doctor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State
University. “Crisis of Democracy and a New Class in Georgia”

15.00 Valerian Dolidze – Assistant Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi
State University. “The Process of European Integration and Cycles of
Political Development of Georgia”

15.20 Giorgi Kvinikadze – Associate Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili
Tbilisi State University. “Geo-economic Landscape of the South
Caucasus”

15.40 Vakhtang Maisaia, Associate Professor, Miranda Mikadze, PhD
Candidate – Caucasus International University. “What is Hybrid Warfare
and its Geostrategic Aspects (Fourth War Generation) – Cyber War
Case-Study”

16.00 Giorgi Melikidze – Doctor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State
University. “Civil Society in Hybrid Regimes: The Challenges of
Democratization in Georgia”

16.20 Avtandil Tukvadze, Associate Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili
Tbilisi State University, Irakli Ubilava, Peoples' Friendship University
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of Russia – “The "Sovereign Democracy" - a Dynamic Model of Russian
Democracy”

16.40 Tamar Karaia – Assistant Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi
State University. “Peculiarities of Social Protest Formation in Georgia”

22 June, Saturday

Tour for Foreign Guests:

Uplistsikhe - Gori - Mtskheta



11

ABSTRACTS
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Domenico Valenza

PhD Candidate
United Nations University Institute on Comparative Regional
Integration Studies (UNU-CRIS), Belgium

Projecting Ideal Selves: EU’s and Russia’s Competing Cultural
Narratives in the Post-Soviet Space

This article attempts to analyse the European Union’s (EU) and Russia’s
cultural diplomacy in the post-Soviet space (Eastern neighbourhood and
Central Asia) and in particular their cultural narratives in the region. At
the EU policy level, awareness of the role of cultural relations has risen
sharply in the past decade, and in 2016 a more precise European approach
to the role of culture in external relations was issued for the first time in a
joint communication by the European Commission and the High
Representative (EC and EEAS, 2016). In the Eastern Neighbourhood
cultural relations have been an integral part of bilateral and multilateral
agendas, and the EU has developed a sound experience in supporting the
cultural sector. As the other key regional player, Russia’s soft power
rationale arose in the aftermath of the colour revolutions in order to
counter western activities and enhance Moscow’s image. This quest for
attraction resulted in a number of policy initiatives and in the creation of
a number of public and mixed agencies dealing with cultural goals.

To analyse EU’s and Russia’s cultural narratives it is proposed to apply
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) theory and methodologies (Fairclough
& Fairclough, 2012) to a selection of key legal and policy documents from
European and Russian key institutions and agencies, together with
political declarations released in pan-European and Russian media.

Overall, this study hypothesises that the EU and Russia promote two
contrasting approaches to cultural diplomacy in the region. Whereas the
EU seeks co-creation and mutuality and targets the civil society sector,
Russia displays a nexus of culture and security and the broader idea that
cultural difference leads to conflict. Somewhat close to Huntington’s
analyses (1997), to ensure its national security Russia portrays itself as
‘doomed’ to lead and reshape its neighbourhood through its culture and
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spiritual values. Similarities nevertheless appear when it comes to the way
‘others’ are depicted: in both actors’ narratives, civil society and broader
foreign people are not synonymous with the best-representative sample of
post-Soviet populations, but rather a cherry-picked selection of those
forces and grouping that uphold European or Russian (and Eurasian)
values.

Keywords: cultural diplomacy, cultural relations, European Union,
Russia, post-soviet space, eastern neighbourhood
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domeniko valenza 

doqtoranti 

gaerTianebuli erebis organizaciis universitetis regionuli 

integraciis SedarebiTi kvlevebis instituti, belgia 

Tavis idealurad warmoCena: evrokavSirisa da ruseTis 

SedarebiTi kulturuli narativi postsabWoTa sivrceSi 

kvleva cdilobs gaaanalizos evrokavSirisa da ruseTis 

kulturuli diplomatia postsabWoTa sivrceSi (aRmosavleT 

samezoblosa da centralur aziaSi), gansakuTrebiT ki maTi 

kulturuli narativebi am regionSi. bolo aTwleulis 

ganmavlobaSi mkveTrad amaRlda cnobiereba kulturuli 

urTierTobebis mniSvnelobis Sesaxeb, 2016 wels ki sagareo 

urTierobebSi kulturis rolis ufro zusti evropuli midgoma 
pirvelad aisaxa evrokomisiisa da maRali Tanamdebobis pirebis 

erTobliv komunikeSi (EC and EEAS, 2016). aRmosavleT 

samezobloSi kulturuli kavSirebi ormxrivi da mravalmxrivi 
dRis wesrigebis Semadgeneli nawili iyo da evrokavSirma 
daagrova didi gamocdileba kulturuli seqtoris 

mxardaWeraSi. meore mxriv, feradi revoluciebis Semdeg 

regionis meore moTamaSis, ruseTis rbili Zala gaizarda 

dasavleTis aqtivobebis sapirispirod da moskovis imijis 

gasaZliereblad. mimzidveli imijisaken swrafva gamoixata 

mraval politikuri iniciativiT da kulturul sakiTxebze 
momuSave mravali sazogadoebrivi Tu erToblivi saagentos 

SeqmniT. 

evrokavSirisa da ruseTis kulturuli narativebis 
gasaanalizeblad gamoyenebulia evropuli da rusuli ZiriTadi 
institutebisa da saagentoebis mTavari iuridiuli da 

politikuri dokumentebi, aseve panevropuli da rusuli 
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mediasaSualebebis mier gaSuqebuli politikuri deklaraciebi. 

analizisaTvis ki gamoyenebulia kritikuli diskurs-analizis 

(CDA) Teoria da meTodologiebi (Fairclough & Fairclough, 2012). 

kvlevis hipoTezaa: evrokavSiri da ruseTi or erTmaneTis 

sapirispiro midgomis kulturul politikas atareben regionSi. 

maSin, rodesac evrokavSiri iswrafvis TanamSromlobisa da 

erTobisaken da fokusirdeba samoqalaqo seqtorze, ruseTi 

aqcents akeTebs kulturisa  da usafrTxoebis urTierTkavSirze 

da xazs usvams, rom evropasTan kulturuli sxvaoba iwvevs 

konfliqtebs. hantingtonis analizis (1997) Sesabamisad, 

erovnuli usafrTxoebis dasacavad ruseTi sakuTar Tavs 

miiCnevs „dasjilad“, rom marTos da forma Seucvalos Tavis 

samezoblos Tavisi kulturuli da sulieri Rirebulebebis 

mixedviT. Tumca, msgavsebebi mainc Cndeba „sxvisi“ imijis 

Camoyalibebisas: orive aqtoris narativebSi postsabWoTa 

populaciis saukeTeso nimuSTan asocirdeba  ara samoqalaqo 

sazogadoeba da ucxoelTa farTo wre, aramed evropuli an 

rusuli Rirebulebebis matarebeli konkretulad SerCeuli 

jgufebi.   

sakvanZo sityvebi: kulturuli diplomatia, kulturuli 

urTierTobebi, evrokavSiri, ruseTi, postsabWoTa sivrce, 

aRmosavleT samezoblo 

  


