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bLodbMym LogdoMmm3zgmmdn goMogmms Pd3gmgbo obobmg-
0900L oagbs Mmymos Bysmmms bndboMmob godm. nbhmMay-
oo BYyoMmgonb, dmagdogmms Aobobgmgdal, LoasMmgngm mM3ydg-
B(hgoal, gdmogmo 930g3Moxnzgmn dggmadnlb dgbBsgzmob bLo-
®}1d3gmdg LodbMmgo LogdomMmzgmdn gomMogmms 3bmamgonb
3390 033900908 XVII Loy3nbgdn. godmbogmabo dgndmgds
0030Abomo 6360, boog dgdmmhgbomo hm3mbodab godm d9-
Lodemo byMomo 890339eMbL S goMagmadab 3zamo sbnznm
bobob ©oy30380M@aL. 3bhn3gMn Jomodo 66 306500 oym
aymanann. gmm-gmon 3060b bobgmo goyh-Goms goMgMmY
70060 b 603603w@7L. AMLIBMYOSL B33Mg30M0 . Foyd30-
0 3odmmg350L o Fob 88339M® sL3dYMYOL: F0gd 0gN39 ofMo-
00 $0939©-0937000, M3 90Magmb b 6036930L, bmemm
8oy (,0860") — 7006D. 38335M3, 509H-dsmab (IM030Yd6L) Lo-
bom, bLogdg 33993L 66adn 3oz 6bab sMLbyOMONL dmMBDYg-
00Lmab.

07 39003bgmazm goMogmms sbobmgdal Hodgdl, dgnmg
Jomaggobs o bmxymgodn goMsgmgdo sanmmomng dmbsbang-
mOoLMob gMmo, dgMaggmo 3bmzmmogb. @nE o gabznmomy-
0 Jomaggodn, nbnbo gomzg 3069600 3bmzmMmogb, MmMAmYo-
903 ©obdHyM©ads LogmEeszn, Laboxgmom s LobB3mMydgmng
30. 300(Hma gabozgznmo oM oMb, MMA 3bhnznM Jomosgd bxbmado,
Mmdgmog Fo30bgmab gmm-gMmamn gobznmoMmgdgma Jomasgn nym,
90M39MmMS 3339 90860 sMbydymMOaym.

bLodbMmgm LodoMmmzgEmmdn goMmagmms gobbobmgdnb dgLo-
bgd yzgmoedg LAMYMYymManm 36MOgOL g3963w0L XVIII Loy3nxbab
39M3Max3mbo 30byd@Hn 6oHMbndznman, MMIgE0E §OMIJMMS -
Lob@g090b dMnbbyb0gdL sdLMYPYTSH6A0n, s6yyMadn, sbomznbgdo,
00039600 ©o bb3s.

90Magmg0o0b gobnbyzgdmam dngMsnsb s bagbmamgdgmao
0a30mab d933mab 3mmabhngymo, bmgnsmymo s §3mbmangy-
M0 gogbHmmMgdn gobodnmmdgdo. bb3omabbgs @MmML s6yyMdn o
sbomznbgdn goobobmmbgb LadbMgm LojoMmzgmmb 8330MN
90Mogmg0n. 1821-1831 Bangodn vd0gM30335b0sdn dgdmamalb d9-
330000360 30gMM0bS, M3dsE3 sbomEznbg 3608369mm306 bogzagmm
Jomaogdo 8d3ns ma30bo bHMaH9a0nM0 dEaNMIIOdMIMONL
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3o0m. 309Mmonb d0db0m LOBMZMBaMgmM FodgdegzMxonLomMznL
0mozmmods bb3zoabbgs 3onm obEgdms 65doMM3ZsL, MoE vd3s-
Mo dobhyMmgolb, MmMA sbogmEnbgm goMagmgdb nb@abboyma
bogegmm PMmngMomMdgdn 3dmbom 93MmM3sbmob, MLy M6,
0M360b o MLy MLb.

XIX L. 30-006 69ddn 9oMagmgoL Asdmysmnodgdymo 3gm-
bom ,, bmemdmbab bobgmmodob bogegMmm 3maddsbns”. MmImab
693M900L, 93MmM37mo o 3B0gMo bogmbmmob 30gMmMOnL goMo,
MyLY0o B3OMN3nL 656sMINE AAMIFJMB M gobobyno.

dybendn 30oMmM39madab Bgbmm, MYbgom-myMmdgmab mao,
3009039070 130sbbAYdN o doME33y, FoMmamMa daabobo-
00 ¥MNdE goybadmabb bonws badbMmym bogdoMmzgmmdn dgbm-
3M900 90Magmadalb ymasb. abobo ndymgogmbn bogomobgb,
399333mam LoEbM3zMYOYMN dEINMN s Md30 F99RMYONBoM
0903M9000 JLoyMObM o 03539 EMML, 53MBMIN3Mo® Lbon-
BoyMgdgmo Jomogdqgdabomgnb. bodbmgo bodommzgmmdn sbgomn
Jomagn nym sbognnbg, booE §0Magmgdab ndmazmgbmdnb me-
30mymos bogzegdmm gMMngMoMOgd0b gob30003MgdsL o §3Mbmadon-
396 0m3a3mmOsb y303dn0M©0o.

Jomogm  LoobhmMom ByosMmygdmeb gMmos JdMsgmmo
obOmMonb, obobmgdgdnb, B9L-A397mgd900L s LMEONVMY-
Mo dagmdsmgmonb dgbobgd LonbhgMmabm Tsbomasb gz063wNsb
93mMm3gmn dmgdoyMmgdn s gObmamaxqdn. 8 dbMng godmmAg-
J™0o 070 39330 AmMBAL, XIX Lay3nbab goMegmn AmadsyMab
©o 9mbmgmoxnb AsbsbBgMmgdn. ob dMmaznmbmMmdL gdMmagmmo
HMonEng00L, bogbmagmadgmo sanmab, nbhmmoyamao dobomg-
00b, do¢amosmymo Lndzgmggdab, sMBHaxrsgHd0Lb dgbobyd. o.
AmmB0d d90LBs3mMs LNbogManLb 3gmnb BaMBgMs o g3n¢Hoyn-
900. 836 9d3gmgbo baggmazab g3 1739 Gannom, bmanm bobogmanb
©abozmgm 3909gmdg dg9MPmgdymon BaMmbgMmo 1740 Bmoom ©oo-
oMoy,

bonbhgMagbms, MMA3 bLNbogmanlb 3oamdy gobmogbydym
990mm bbgbgdym BomBgMmob 39M Tno33mns 833mg30MAay, B. do-
0omMng3gadznmads, MmMAgmadsE 1970 Bgmb godmod3zgybs bodMmadn
sbamznbab g3ngMagznidgao dgamgdab dgbobnd. BaMmbyMms dmMB-
dmodb, MM LogMEe30 v73n0sm 1862 Bymb. ABEYds 3nmbsgs, 0y
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Ammbo 1869 Bgmb 96300 sbaemEnbgL, Madhymad oM dmabbgbngdb ob
08 6oMBgMIL o sbmo® 83969070 LNbsgMEeL? 03 MM BoMmByML
ammob 3093 gMmamn dgnLodsdmovs. 39Mdme, mgabamznb oMbY-
Ogann BoamBgMo Lnbsgmanb bodbMgm 39gmMBYL Fobmo3zbgdYMO,
d90L5b3mMg0 30M0bL 1307, dgoMg BobodY, bmmm AmMbAb dngM
smbgmomo BambBgMms gobmozbgdymons ©abazmgmob 3gogm-
29, 803600, @0 J3009. IMgdogMn smbndbogzb, MmMA sbomznbab
03300Ma bnbogmgnb vd96900L MmaMmomn oM sbbmzm. MYBE, do-
339006000, MmagmM dgndmygdmEs sbogmEnbab 33300M0 oM bbm-
090MEom sbmeadnbgodyman bogmmEeznb mamnma? Agdn sdMom,
dmadagmn dmnbbgbngdL d3zgam bnbsgmaob, MmIgmdsl A39608®Y
396 dmamboo.

0. AmMmbo 96300 obominbabs o obyyMmab 0gdL. obyymadn
90bo 35L306dMMOs MbsHMTggdds 39M dgdmab sMbOMbo-
©m bogbmgmgdgmo 30Mmdgdnb godm. 3nbngg bohyzgdnom, ,Y39-
@yb0 3067MbLY o 069 bobgyddn 3bmzMmoOB96“ 8dndHmMmad My-
90b bododmom bhydsamn dmmys 9i396Nb bobandon gohgMos, bmenm
bofmgn ods0mao 030LM. bm@mb PbyEgLydds Moznsbmo BoMm-
LML o 063YymbL Jgbobgd YodMmagn Lonbhgmabm v8do30 YoddgL
dmadogMmL. sbomEznbgdn bEHPIMMOOLLL gObmaMagzn Mddo nmbY-
00b Eo30madznmab bobmdn EVdNbo3e. 806 IHIMYMOE dMm-
BgMmo oboanznbab mydnb Bgb- Agzggamgdgdn, Momognymo Emgbo-
LBoa900, 650dBMONL O JMmMbomab HMoENENgd0, a3Mdsm3nb
39M93mbooman. 08®ybo, dnbo AbsBgMgdo yommaboa 8608367-
M30b dobomob gz063nb ndMmobogmo mgdob gbmgzmgodab
B9L0bL, 3obLobeydnb o bmEnsmymo dagmdsmgmadnb dgbobgo.

bodbMmym LogdoMmmzgmmdn goMgMMS 3330 EMJnbsmM30L
0000g30b yzgmgob Bsdmmomns. A39608©9 oM dmymbgzne goMme-
7o 3gomdpymygomo 899330009mMmd0b dggangodb. 3edmbogzmablb Bo-
MIMaagbL vByyMn, boo 8gdmmAgbamons gdMagmgool Lobo-
QMM §oMoYMgbmzebn g30hoxz05000 s sbomEnby, boog 9o-
Moy P056d0 3YdeMmgmdL MmMma bLNBogMAd o NN Labo@mom.
dbsmEnbab bobsgmgsdn n6sbgds mMa byxygM MmMms (MMAgmos-
396 9Mo-gMmmn bogzoMagome 500 Banob Bnbom Pb@s dggdbogo-
ym) s bbgs dMmszsmn abhmmaymo 60300, Mo LadbMgm bogs-
M39mmb bsgobdyMmb BoMIMoagbL. MoE dg9bgds dmbobeng-
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Mmoo, @MgoLLM30L sbomEnby gMmmoammo Jomogos badbMmgm
Lodommzgmman, bosE §oMogmgdn 3bmgMmmonb.

mohgMmoyhMmo:

e 0. 33000, B3BgMagdn, I, mgm-53030, 1976;

e 0.3. hmMmbo, dmadoymmos nd0gMm o 8309M30335b0sd0, LagdoMmmag-
mmb 90Magmms obhmMoym-gmnbmamogzngmoa 3xdgndob dMmadgdn,
I, md0mabo, 1945.

Due to the scarcity of sources, it is hard to identify the ancient
Jewish settlements in Southern Georgia. According to historical
sources, travelers’ records, archive documents and Jewish epigraphic
monuments, the Jews lived in Southern Georgia in the 17th century.
The only exception is Tsunda, where, as a preserved toponym proves,
the trace of Jews in Southern Georgia may be found in the antique
epoch. The ancient town Tsunda was divided into districts. The name
of one of the districts - Jiut-Mala, must mean “the district of the
Jews”. This opinion has been expressed by a scholar Levan Chilashvi-
li, who argues that Jiut is the same as Arabic Jiehud-Yehud, meaning
a Jew, whereas ,Mala“ (,Mana“) means a district. Thus, a separate
district of Jews must have existed in Tsunda under the name Jiut-Ma-
la, which means the district of the Jews.

The study of the types of Jewish settlements proves that in
towns and villages the Jewish population was mixed with the local
one. However, in large and developed cities, the Jews lived in sepa-
rate districts and had their own synagogues, cemeteries and schools.
Therefore, it is no wonder that in the ancient town Tsunda, which was
one of the developed towns in Javakheti, there was a separate Jewish
district.

A geographer of the 18th century, Prince Vakhushti, provides
the most detailed information regarding the Jewish settlements in
Southern Georgia. According to this author, there were Jewish settle-
ments in Abastumani, Atskuri, Akhaltsikhe, Adigeni and other places.

The constant migration of Jews was conditioned by political, so-
cial and economic factors. At different times, the Jews residing in
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Southern Georgia moved to Atskuri and Akhaltsikhe. In the years
1821-1831, concessionary trade was introduced in South Caucasus.
This turned Akhaltsikhe into an important trading place due to its
strategic location. The government issued permissions of different
duration to people who wanted to travel abroad for trade purposes.
This proves that the Jews of Akhaltsikhe had intense trade relation-
ships with Europe, Russia, Iran and the Ottoman Empire.

In the 30s of the 19th century, the Jews had established “Solo-
mon’s Trade Company”. Apart from trading in European and Asian
goods, its members also imported the goods produced by Russian
factories.

The pressure of Moslem governors, the war between Russia
and Turkey, constant raids and attacks, as well as high taxes, made
the life of the Jewish community of Southern Georgia unbearable.
They were forced to migrate to comparatively safe and, at the same
time, economically advanced cities. In Southern Georgia, such a city
was Akhaltsikhe. A large concentration of the Jewish population in
this city was due to developed trade relationships and a flourishing
economy.

Alongside Georgian historical sources, interesting information
regarding the history of Jews, their settlements, customs, traditions
and social status is provided by European travelers and ethnogra-
phers. In this respect, special mention should be made of Judah Ha-
levi Chorny, Jewish traveler and ethnographer of the 19th century.
In his records, he tells about Jewish traditions, settlements, history,
ancient objects and artefacts. J. Chorny studied the inscriptions on
the wall of a synagogue and epitaphs on gravestones of Jewish cem-
eteries. According to him, the oldest gravestone was dated by the
year 1739, and the inscription on the Western wall of the synagogue
was made in 1740.

Interestingly enough, a scholar N. Bablikashvili was unable to
find the above-mentioned inscription on the synagogue wall. In 1970,
he published a paper on the epigraphic monuments of Akhaltsikhe.
The inscription proves that the synagogue was built in 1862. Hence,
the question: if Chorny visited Akhaltsikhe in 1869, why does not he
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mention this inscription and the newly-built synagogue? There is an-
other discrepancy with regard to the two inscriptions: at present, the
inscription is made on the outer facade of the Southern wall of the
synagogue, above the entrance. However, the inscription described
by Chorny is located on a large stone of the Western wall, from the
internal side. The traveler notes that residents of Akhaltsikhe do
not remember the date of construction of the synagogue. Yet, it is
strange that the residents of Akhaltsikhe do not remember the date
of construction of a newly-built synagogue. In my opinion, the trav-
eler makes mention of the old synagogue which has not survived till
the present time.

J. Chorny visited the communities of Akhaltsikhe and Atskuri. The
Jewish residents of Atskuri were unable to host him due to severe liv-
ing conditions. As Chorny notes, “all of them lived in huts and dark
hovels”. Therefore, the honorable guest stayed at Mullah’s house and
the hospitality costs were covered by the Moslem population. The
old people of the village told the traveler many interesting stories
about their past and present life. When visiting Akhaltsikhe, the eth-
nographer stayed at Rabbi Joseph Davitashvili's house. Chorny gives
a detailed description of the customs and rites of Akhaltsikhe com-
munity, their religious holidays, engagement and wedding traditions,
as well as burial rituals. Thus, his records provide significant material
regarding the lifestyle, settlement and social status of the Jewish
community of the given period.

Currently, there are no traces of Jews in Southern Georgia. The
Jewish cultural heritage has not been preserved in the region. The
only exceptions are Atskuri, with remaining Jewish cemetery and He-
brew inscriptions, and Akhaltsikhe, with two synagogues and a large
cemetery in a Jewish district. The synagogue of Akhaltsikhe has pre-
served two Sefer Torahs (one of which must have been created 500
years ago) and many other ancient objects that form the treasury of
Southern Georgia. As for the population, currently, Akhaltsikhe is the
only town in Southern Georgia with a Jewish community.
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