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(870-882) ssbemmgdmemo 3ot agm (abbgbogds, Gmams bamogaslb bsndn g.o.
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J[399b0300L] 8mbBgbol g@ngg@n” (slendl ) LK) L3sMbgmal bombo s Bsma
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Lgmos, dobo obDymadgda sMsdam gbsdgs JgbEmmgdmmn, o3 MHmamM(s
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Aogane 6sdmmddn boda 360d36gmmzgabo mgds @MTabaMgdl: gowsbobsewgda,
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Bofhomm Lydmasmgdbomgal (5bmdamma gobos gob-dotiem bgbnls (Jean-Char-
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Jdgdam3 Mganmbgdn, domdGnEG gda o bbgs. 3564b3Mn38 Meshhed, Astan Quds
15189-0ls dabgogom 3o Rsbl, Hm3 of LomoyMgdoss Rodmama Lbgssbbgs
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T 8o 3gbobgd ob. godos 2022:28-32.
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dsbdn o 3mb 3G g@&gdmmas Logegm mggdal Mommgbmds, bagdmbgmo ©s dsma
LogBom mafgdamgds. BobL gb dobMmds, Logogfme sgMmsebgdws "sbomdse-
®360L s '968nbnesl bomblb. (36mdgdda bdnfow agbgmgds Lbgssabbgs Gub-
33900, Gmdmgdag o6 360b ©g aMgb Mgesgnsda s dsma babgmadal dg-
Bgbmds ©abadbGgdgmos. mdse gb oMz oYy JoBGago Logdgs, Mowashb bdo-
o obobn Ibmmme Lmggmgdal Lobgmgdos s dgbodedabsw, MHmms gs6-
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a3%0 3omBobn@ob dsadosdmg gl oG Ba3 o azsd3b g avgb
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Lmdgbms sbmm Bmbobemgmdal go8m, 398amdda 3o bmdbgmb gb Lobgmo gHRs obagmn® o
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o o b w N
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3LondFmmdam adal Jgbobgd, HmI bonboba 56 aym ogngg boowsgn, Hmam(s
33sb dmgogfio 3g(36ngHa mgmos. 83 dgdmbggzsdn 3o agzedsl (36mds, Gm-
dgmda(s bablgbgdos mfngg Gm3mbada (3oem-(39em39, 339930 Lmggma baabibo
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B3oMbobo 9bos gogsmenmmm. 53 dgdmbggedo sss godmazbama mdaeabal bo3zmow domemaba
0gmb (ol >0ulh), GmBgmog 3g3Mo@ PRO™ mmaaznmo Bbb, Momasbsg Lamdstins dodstormmy-
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dqmagagomasda agmmobbdgds deddmea. s3s3mMBmmma, ser-ab@ebfalb 8obgogam mdarmobawsb
359gmmo8g 856dama 43 ggaMmbabo go8mmal [Al-Istakhri 1927: 193].

9-3. ©qbgba 3mBg6@emda Bg@b, HmB 58 GM3mMBadalb nmgb@ognatigds 3gm 8mbgMbos, R396
30gmom, M3 o 5mobms Jofn, 56y sMosmon ¢bos gogmobbdmm. sdsgMmmeyma, 27 Fombsbo
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Ibn Khordadbeh was a 9™ century geographer of Persian origin. According to Ibn
an-Nadim, he should have been the author of eight books. Only two of them have been
discovered and published, including ,,the Book of amusements and musical instruments"
and ,,the Book of Roads and Kingdoms ". Ibn Khordadbeh created two versions of this
last book, the date of writing of the first of them is 846-847 (232 A.H.), and the second
is 885. Three crucial themes dominate this geographical work: taxation; the situation at
the borders and bordering areas; and roads, with distances and directions. It should be
noted that the reports refer to a relatively large area from Spain to the Korean peninsula
and from the head of the Volga to Indonesia.

It is noteworthy that Ibn Khordadbeh is the author of one of the first geographical
works in the history of the Arab-Islamic Caliphate, whose work has come down to us.
European researchers have been interested in Ibn Khordadbeh's geographical writings
since the second half of the 19" century. The first critical edition of Arabic text was
published in 1865 by the orientalist Charles de Maynard, based on two different
manuscripts. A little later, de Goeje published a new edition in 1889 with a French
translation based on 3 manuscripts. It should be noted that the information about the
Caucasus, according to de Goeje's edition, was translated into Russian by N. A.
Karaulov, published in 1903 in the XXXII issue of CMOMIIK, a complete translation
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of the text into Russian was published by N. Velikhanova, with extensive comments, in
1986 in Baku. In 2022, our thesis was published, one of the sub-chapters was about the
reports of Ibn Khordadbeh according to the editorship of De Gogje.

As for the manuscript Meshhed, Astan Quds 15189, it became known to the
general public by the article L'dzerbaldjan et I'Arménie dans un fragment inédit d'Ibn
Hurradadbih (Meshhed, Astan Quds 15189) by Jean-Charles Ducéne published in the
,,Journal Asiatique" 2021, #309/2. References from the given manuscript are much more
extensive in relation to Adarbaygan and Arminiya. However, it does not include the
references scattered in different chapters in Ibn Khordadbeh's work done by de Goeje’s
edition. For example, the description of the wall of Yagug and Magig, talks about the
journey of Salam at-Tar§uman and the status of Amira Ishaq ibn Ibrahim. The
manuscript consists of 8 pages in total and the information contained in it refers to the
cities and distances of Adarbaygan and Arminiya. The dimensions of the manuscript are
27 cm. at 16.5 cm. The manuscript is bound in one hand and has about 17 lines per
page. Diacritical marks are rarely used and most of the text is unvocalised. One detail is
also different, in de Goeje's edition we have one title and subsequently, under it, the
regions, routes and others are united. In the manuscript Meshhed, Astan Quds 15189, it
seems that different directions are broken as titles, for instance: The road from Maragha
to Salamas or The towns of Arminiya.

As for novelty, to follow the text, it is interesting the note about the gates of
Maragha, which is given in the paragraph Road from ad-Dinawar to Adarbaygan. The
manuscript names 6 gates and describes of the various areas of trade destinations that
were located near or between the gates. There is also a note of the Qulsara market,
which is more extensive than other existing reports. It specifies the number of trading
days, goods and their total value. It seems that this fair was used to connect the people
of Adarbaygan and Arminiya. References often contain various Rustaks that are not in
de Goeje's edition, and most of their names require furder clarification and additional
researche. However, this is not an easy task because, often, they are just names of
villages, and therefore, over time, they disappeared. Another issue is their amount for
example, Wrtan has 4 Rustaks, whit 90 villages. Or Mukan, which should have had 4
thousand villages. The accuracy of correct rendering of names and their Arabicized
forms is also a problem.

The road given in de Goeje's edition from ad-Dinavar to Barzand, Jean-Charles
Ducéne points out that is the same reference in the manuscript Meshhed, Astan Quds
15189, given the route taken by Muhammad ibn Hamud. However, this is not entirely
accurate, although some references match, the information given by de Goeje's edition
is much more extensive and many more places are named in the itinerary. We believe
that these references are significantly different from each other and we have less
similarity between them.

Distances and routes from Thbilisi to different directions are worthy of attention for
us. As usual, the distances to Tbilisi can be found in Arabic historiographical or
geographical writings of the Middle Ages. For example, from Dvini to Tbilisi and from
Barda to Thilisi, as it is given even in this manuscript. But also, in this case, we have
that rare exception, in which the cut-off point is Tbilisi: There are 53 farsakhs between
Tiflts and Dabil, and 30 farsakhs between Dabil and Khilat. There are 14 farsakhs
between Nashawa and Khiiy, 60 farsakhs between Nashawa and Khilat, 10 farsakhs
between Khilat and Tiflis. There are 32 farsakhs between Tiflts and Mutawakiliya, 20
farsakhs between Tiflis and Qisal, 12 farsakhs between Qisal and Mutawakiliya, 27
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farsakhs between Tiflis and Bab al-Lan (cPH0), and 80 farsakhs between Tiflts and
Kalilkala.

It is also interesting for us to mention the toponym 'Ahran. We make a cautious as-
sumption that this toponym could mean Hereti. As far as the mentioned toponym is
named next to Tsanar, Derbent, Tbilisi, Soghdabil, Darial and Gurzan. This may be the
first confirmed mention of Hereti in medieval Arabic references. However, just one
reference is not enough to say anything conclusively.

We would also like to respond to the toponym 'Abkhaz (Ja) mentioned in the
reference, on which Jean-Charles Ducéne indicates in his commentary that this term
refers to the territory of the ,,Abkhazian" people and Abkhazia of Georgia is not meant
here. We think that here the author makes a certain mistake, and we should mean
modern Lahich, under the mentioned toponym Laygan (o=:¥). As the Arabic graphics
of the toponym Laygan is close to al- 'Abkhaz, and this is not the first time when these
names are confused (as an example, we have al-Istakhri). In addition, the Arab-Muslim
authors used the name Abkhaz to denote Georgians and Georgia. We will also add that
the named toponym was located in the eastern Caucasus, which place was never settled
by any tribe with the name "Abkhaz", even more so the name of the city founded by
them.

We would also like to mention the toponym Hayzan/Khayzan, which is also given
in this reference. In an article we published in 2021, we talked about the fact that
Khayzan was not the same Khaydak as some scholars believed. In this case, we have a
report in which both toponyms are mentioned separately, we have the village of
Khayzan and Sahib Khaydak. Thus, the sameness of these two names is once again
ruled out and they are different places.

At the end of the references, there is another interesting name Sahib al-Qurg or
owner of al-Qurg. It is impossible to say what can be meant here for sure. But since the
Gurzan form is mentioned in the text, we may take al-Qurg as an ethnonym. It is also
not excluded that, al-Qurg can be the name of some parts of Kartli, even Inner Kartli,
and the name Gurzan is name of the whole of Eastern Georgia.

To summarize, the fragment of Ibn Khordadbeh's manuscript, which fortunately for
us refers to the Caucasus region, is a rather interesting source. The mentioned material
fills in some details about the medieval Caucasus region, the provinces of Azarbaygan
and Arminiya. At the same time, it allows some new opinions or hypotheses to be
expressed, to strengthen the existing opinions and fill in a significant part of the gaps in
Ibn Khordadbeh's writings regarding the geography, routes, and toponymy of the
region.

The article is accompanied by a translated text from Jean-Charles Ducéne’s named
article with some comments.
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