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Archetypal Criticism: Traditional and Modern Approaches
Summary
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Archetypal criticism that regards research in different recourse, in particular, through
universal, repeating images and motifs as the most effective means for understanding of the
substance and sense of the literary text was developed in 30s of the past century (first applied by
British literature theorist Amy Maud Bodkin — Archetypal Patterns of Poetry: Psychological
Studies of Imagination (1934)) and after publication of the Anatomy of Criticism by Northrop
Frye it has formed as one of the dominating literary theory. In the scientific literature,
archetypal criticism is frequently used as the synonym of mythological criticism and is widely
applied for analysis of literary texts till now (archetypal criticism is reasonably regarded as the
universal method foe research of the texts of “visional” type).

Universal imagery determines the form and function of the piece of literature; it shows the
substance of the text. Hence, studying of the repeating archetypes, archetypal motifs in the
literary text allow studying and placing on the same plane the texts created in different
political, social, cultural and worldview contexts through identification and analysis of the
universal imagery and clarify the issue of their interrelation.

Archetypal criticism, with its substance, is an interdisciplinary theory relying on social
anthropology (Cambridge school — James Frazer) and psychoanalysis (Carl Gustav Jung), results
of the most recent studies, here is implied theory of the representative of Cambridge school,
James Frazer about existence of similar myths and rituals in different cultures (myth of death
and re-born) and research of the collective unconscious, archetypes by Carl Gustav Jung.

While structuralism and post-structuralism methodologies have changed the dominating
status of archetypal criticism its validity, reliability have never been questioned.
Representatives of different schools of archetypal criticism, while sharing general value of the

theory, naturally, all representatives agreed that universal models, similar archetypes appear in

250



5@ J9B 0390 ghoB0gs: (5(41553060"3@0 o mbﬁbaagﬁ)maa 30;33)003360

the literary texts irrespective of the cultural context, though they had different attitude towards
the object under study — the archetypes and differently understood the goal of studying of
archetypal criticism. In particular, while Northrop Frye contented himself with identification
and classification of the universal models, Maud Bodkin studied the reader’s emotional
resonance with the archetype, attention of the representatives of the French school archetypal
(mythological) criticism (Pierre Brunel, Veronique Gely, Pierre Albouy) was mostly focused on
identification of the archetypal image, motif, sense of the literary myth, within the scopes
individual text, as well as within the individual thinking space. They are interested in how
individual archetype is unfolded in different literary texts, what is the additional content
acquired by it. Hence, the most complete strategy of studying of the universal imagery reveals
in the works of contemporary theorists,

In Georgian literary studies the archetypal criticism, as one of the methods of texts
research is not actually applied. We made attempt to compare traditional and modern

approaches of archetypal criticism and identify its advantages.

©5Im§dgdgmo @0d JA>GYOS:

09630 2017: 3odae aqb@og 09630. ,dgBodm@mm bols Loddmenmgdo®.
ndognolio: womygbg 2017.

Albouy 2012: Albouy, Pierre. Avant-propos(1969). Mythes et Mythologies
dans la literature Francaise. France: Armand Colin, 2012. Pp. 23-
32

Bodkin 1963: Bodkin, Maud. Archetypal Patterns in Poetry: Psychological
Studies of Imagination. London: Oxford University Press, 1963
(reprint of 1934).

Brown 1970: Brown, Daniel. A Look at Archetypal Criticism. The Journal
of Aesthetics and Art Criticism. Vol.28. N4. pp. 465-472.

Brunel 2016: Brunel, Pierre. Mjythocritique. Theorie et parcours.
Grenoble: ELLUG, 2016.

Csapo 2005: Csapo, Eric. Theories of Mythology. Blackwell, 2005

251




252

05005 @dME0Sdg

Gely 1998: Gely, Veronique. Mythe et Recit Poetique. France: Clemont-
Ferrand, 1998.

Frazer 1922: Frazer, James George. The Golden Bough. A Study of Magic
and Religion. Temple of Earth Publishing.
https://www.templeofearth.com/books/goldenbough.pdf

Frye 1951: Frye, Northrop. “The Archetypes of Literature.” In: 7he
Kenyon Review, 1951.

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/fe25/7024873975ee800dbbe466¢
432ab83513dfe.pdf

Jung 2001. Jung, Carl Gustav. Modern Man in Search of a Soul. Routledge
Classics, 2001.

Jung 2004. Jung, Carl Gustav. Four Archetypes. Routledge Classics, 2004.

Mortier 1994: Mortier, Daniel. “Mythe Ilitteraire et esthétique de Ia
reception, In: Mythes et Littérature. Ed. Pierre Brunel. Paris:
Presses de 'Universite de Sorbonne, 1994, pp.143-151.

Vickery 2015: Vickery, ].B. The Literary Impact of The Golden Bough.

New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2015.



