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6938 38%b. ,,03900580, mEOz0bscrmEos @s bsdgbogde  33emg3s80  3609364-
@336 EsbIsOgdsl 330 g3l. 3 IbM0g 39633970 0bRMAIs(08 3. M3BHMbST-
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35 bogm dséds. dobo  gJb3geazool  doMomswo  dodsGmymagds  Bsgdgmo s

! MapipyT u npeiBopuTenbHbIe 3aMeTKH: XpUcTHAHCKHE naMstHiKH (DkcKypeus E. Takauuisu-
m 1902 r.). Marepnanst o apxeonorun Kaskasa coOpannble skcriemunusiMu Mmmepatopckoro
Mockosckoro Apxeonorudeckoro O6mectsa. Beimn. XIL M. 1909, a3. 45-117; g4. owsgsodzaemo.
séJgmeemaon®o gdbdgeaios gmms-mmmoldo ©s Bsbamdo 1907 Gamlb. 3sco0bo. 1938.

2 asb. ,,039608%. 1894. Ne 155, a3. 3.
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00lmgols  goEs(393s3  Bom-3mstixgmals  dbsdy dogmo 70 Femol  3sbdoemby
(1921-1991 §5.), 36sddognmee, donfzemdgmo asbsps Jstronmgmo  bsdgsbog-
6m Lsbmgsemgdolngol.
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3 A. A. Vsanosckiit. TTo 3aKkaBKa3bio: ApXxeoyiornueckisi HaOIIOACHISI U UCCIICTOBAHIS
1893, 1894 u 1896 rr. Matepuansl mo apxeosnorun KaBkaza coOpaHHble dKCIEIUIUIME
HNmmnepatopckoro MockoBckoro Apxeonormdeckoro Obutecta. Boin. VI. M. 1911, a3. 80-
84.

* W. Djobadze. Early Medieval Georgian Monasteries in Historic Tao, Klardjeti and Savieti.
Stuttgart. 1992.
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slsgmamo 336096900l JsGremgrrg@se  smbadbymo dbstol  dggemy-
3ol dodstron 0bBgerglo ashbes m®d 333em93¢9ddas. BOwamols Bdols dogsdm-
900 3Msgsmo ogddo 3G gmmmgoals s oligm®ogmlol gn®semgdol (396830
dmgdie. ghm-ghma  Soéggmo ogm o. . jmjmaﬁo.g dma 30869000 ols Fgobfag-

’ B. Bepunze. Mecto namsataukos Tao-KiapikeTn B HCTOPHH IPY3HHCKOH apXuTeKTypsl. T6.
1981

6 M. Thierry, N. Thierry. Thierry Notes d'un voyage en Géorgie turque. Bedi kartlisa: Revue de
kartvelologie. Vol. VIII-IX. 1960, a3. 10-29; M. Thierry, N. Thierry.Notes d'un nouveau voyage
en Georgie turque. Bedi Kartlisa: Revue de kartvelologie. Vol. XXV.1968, as3.51-65; J-
M.Theirry. Topographie et état actuel des monuments géorgiens en Turquie orientale. Revue des
études géorgiennes et caucasiennes. 5. 1989.

'B. Baumgartner. Studien zur historischen Geographie von Tao-KlarZeti. Dissertation zur
Erlangung des Doktorgrades der Philosophie eingereicht an der Geistes wissenschaftlichen
Fakultit der Universitit Wien. Wien.1996; D.Winfield.Some Early Medieval Figure Sculpture
from North-East Turkey. Journal of the Warburg and Courteauld Institutes.Vol. 31.1968, 33.33-
72; A. Brayer, D. Winfield. The Byzantine Monuments and Topography of Pontos. Vols. I-II.
Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection. Washington, D.C. 1985; R. W. Ed-
wards.Medieval Architecture in the Oltu-Penek Valley: A Preliminary Report on the Marchlands
of Northeast Turkey. Dumbarton Oaks Papers. Vol. 39. 1985; R. W.Edwards. The Fortifications
of Artvin: A Second Preliminary Report on the Marchlands of Northeast Turkey. Dumbarton
Oaks Papers. Vol. 40.1986; T. A.Sinclair. Eastern Turkey: An Architectural and Archaeological
Survey.Vol. II. London. 1989.

® LK. Kokten.Orta, Dogu ve Kuzey Anadolu’da Yapilan Tarih Oncesi Arastirmalari.Belleten VIII,
32. Ankara. 1944, 23.672.
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Bogdo ©s 3gmomdgbmdem o Hm0gAnmds. 33 O Anmdsl Fgogase demg-
39 39bsbrmgdmmo Lsdgbogm  9Jb3grozagda.  Jetorgen  Ladgsbogde  Logdsgl
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dgamo  asdmasgdzggbs  gemg@o Bommao&sa.m bbgs 3dbtog, oo  Lsdydsmagdo
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° B. Yikkmen. Dogu Anadolu ve Guneydogu Anadolu Dolmenleri Isiginda Anadolu
Megalitleri.Arkeoloji ve Sanat Yayinlar1.2003; K Koroglu. Urartu Kralligi’nin Kuzey Yayilimi ve
Qulha Ulkesinin Tarihi Cografyasi. Belleten LXIV/241.2001; H. Gundogdu, A. M.
Aktemur.Tarihi Kalintilari ile Cildir. Ankara. 2001.
'“H. Gundogdu, A. M. Aktemur. Tarihi Kalmtilar1 ile Cildur.
Il Ardahan Kale ve Kuleleri. Editdr: Sami Pataci. Ardahan.2016, 3. 28-103.
2 Ardahan Kale ve Kuleleri, 33. 32-39.
13 ©. bod@smos. jemstxgoal gimglogdo s 3mbslBegso. md. 2005.
14 3 bogmmasgs. @3z0; X . 3g8mGosmado Bodstn. md. 2004; 3. Lommgsgs, 3. Bgbagmas.
Bom-3mstrggmo. md. 2006
iz a- 0336sBombo. dmgbanmds arg@dgmda. dggemols dggmdscin. 1996. Ne 2 (93).

©. 89Mdgbodzamo. Igbmoyg gdb3geoioel Eoyma. §ab-8o: sbMos Jomzgmmrgdnmols bsy-
3oeg3bg. 8. 2009, a3. 115-116.
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900l 3635608380 3m38Bogl mgodn@et  by30830mds  (bgemddmgsbgmoa), g3s6 FodstraBzomas,
368 agmsdz0mds, d3dme gebamodgzomds, Bamgs gmeedzamds, sbs 0dgEsdz0mds, 3000 Fs-
hoPoemadgd s sgoo dsolim@sdgd. md. 2015, g3. 70-72.

18 Gg30m60b Fglsbgd selgdnmo dodmomg@sgas ob.. Bom-gmsdxgmo: olmGools ©s gamd-
A0l dgamgdol godsmmyo. 33BmE-d9dwagbegdo: 6. dsgsdo, b. dsBosdzomo, o. dgdoady, b. 3u-
335 (M90.), 6. gogbBo, 3. Lsomady, 6. bobsboBzoemo. mé. 2017, g3. 529-591.

30@01}, %. 66&68&(}01}0 Q;} a. daégédoh Oaémﬁmbom. mb. 2013, 68. 241.

Jos; 36m9diBol doomso dmbsfoenggdo: sbmi. 3Ome. dmbom  3u3sBedg, SLobd).-3Gme. smmgd-
bbbty dmBndzomoa, gommm. mdd). obag g6gdol 96@G0l dsbfegmgdgma dbals dql3z0gsdy,
O JBO6B0 83330 Bogmdsgs, ali@). dsgoligdo mJOm3od xodndo, dbsBzgedo skeyg. 3Gme. g-
396 Lomsgsdg, sbolid).-360ma3. mgdo msgsdy; sbmdgoom Lsdndemgdl oFscdmgdes  s@Jodgddmeo
300630 3335 0mbo.
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TETRTSIKHE
(FORTRESS AND TOWER)

Summary

Tetrtsikhe is located in Cildir Tlge of Ardahan province (the Republic of
Turkey). Akgakale is modern village in Cildir Ilge to the northeast of Lake
Cildir (Chrdili in Georgian, means “shade”. Turkish “Cildir” is derived from the
Georgian word). This lake has an Island and on this Island several important
cultural monuments are preserved. Our paper deals with two of them, those are
— fortress and tower. The both of those structures as well as Island itself were
called Tetrtsikhe in the past. Tetrtsikhe is a Georgian term that means white
fortress. After the conquest of this region by the Ottoman Turks in the 16"
century the sites were renamed in Turkish and were called — Akgakale (white
fortress) in Turkish, which is direct translation of the authentic name of those
monuments. The period of the Georgian sovereignty is discussed in this article.

Numerous scholars devoted their research to the study of monuments of
Akgakale Island. The most of them are listed in the paper. After Georgia gained
independence from Soviet Union (1991) good relation was established between
the Republic of Georgia and the Republic of Turkey. Since that time the
Georgian researchers were able to visit and explore remains of the Georgian
past in the northeastern Turkey. Akcakale in Ardahan province was one among
such places. For the sake of historical accuracy we call this site “Tetrtsikhe” just
as we are researching the Georgian period of its history.

Tetrtsikhe was a part of Palakatsio, historical region of Medieval
Georgia. Next to this region was Dzaghina gorge otherwise know in the
Medieval Georgian Annals as Dzaghliskhevi. Dzaghina gorge (khevi) and
Dzaghliskhevi denotes the same area located to the west of Lake Cildir. The old
historical Georgian regions once were independent tribes and they controlled
the land that maintained their ethnic designation even after abolishment of their
statehood. One such a tribe was called Igani in Urartian cuneiform writings.
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Igani was frequently mentioned in Urartian inscriptions. According to
one of such an inscription that was discovered in the vicinity of Lake Cildir (in
Tagkdprii village, located on southern shore of the lake) city of Makaltuni was
captured by Urartian king Sarduri II (756-730 BC). In other inscriptions Sarduri
also mentions seizure of 35 fortresses and 200 settlements of Igani. From the
cuneiform writings of his father, Argishti I (785-756 BC) we know that
Makaltuni was a city that belonged to Igani. Therefore, in accordance to the
Tagkdprii inscription scholars have concluded that Kingdom of Igani was
located in the region of Lake Cildir. The close analysis of the Georgian
toponym “Dzaghini” (Dz-ighani>Igani) leads us to the opinion that it served as
authentic name for the country and for the tribe who lived in Lake Cildir region,
which was adapted by the Urartians as Igani.

Kingdom of Igani had its political center, but it is not mentioned in the
Urartian inscriptions. We think that the royal city was Tetrtsikhe and its
vicinity. The geographic location and the architectural specifics of Tetrtsikhe
fortress, tower (both of them situated on the Island) and the old settlement,
which is located in the north of village Akgakale (Tetrtsikhe), lead us to this
opinion. All those structures were constructed during the Late Bronze Age or in
Early Iron Age prior to Urartian invasions, which, mostly, took place in the 8"
century BC. The most probably, Tetrtshe served as a royal seat of the kings of
Igani. At least two Igani kings are attested in the Urartian cuneiform writings,
those are: Kapurini and Diutsini.

The Urartians were able to capture numerous fortresses of Igani, but we
are not sure whether they have managed to storm Tetrtsikhe itself, which
appears as the strongest fortification of Lake Cildir region. More than 10 old
megalithic fortifications were revealed in this region, which confirms statement
of Urartian inscriptions about the number of Igani fortifications and we hope to
find more in the future.

The fate of Igani is uncertain after the decline of Urartian power in 7™
century BC. Tetrtsikhe maintained its strategic position in the region and later
was included in newly emerged Kingdom of Kartli. Armenians were able to
seize this region and fortress for the short period of time. Later, the Georgians
reestablished their control and after disintegration of Kartli various Georgian
states were in control of Tetrthikhe. It was still one of the most important
fortresses in Lake Cildir region during the Middle Ages. The 10" century
church was erected during the rule of Kartvelian kings on the Island. Generally,
accounts about Tetrtsikhe are scant in the historical records. The term
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“Tetrtsikhe” itself appears only in the 16™ century. The Georgian sources are
describing the internal struggles in South Georgia and the Ottoman conquest of
this fortress in 1578. Since the Ottomans established their control on this region
the local Turkish sources, mainly, mentions village rather than fortress.

The detailed description with pictures, plans and other materials about the
fortress and the tower are also included in our article.
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