
ivane javaxiSvilis saxelobis Tbilisis saxelmwifo universitetis 

saqarTvelos istoriis institutis Sromebi. XII 

Tbilisi. 2017 

 

 

 

75 

 
 

mariam CxartiSvili 
 

saqarTvelo V saukunis pirvel naxevarSi:  
qarTlis mefe arCili 

 
1. 

saqarTvelos istoria gvianantikur periodSi araerTi mkvlevris 

interesis sagani gamxdara dRemde. magram mraval sakiTxTTan dakavSi-

rebiT kiTxvis niSnebi jer kidev Zalian bevria, gacilebiT meti, vidre 

sxva epoqebis SemTxvevaSi. es werili miznad isaxavs aRniSnuli xarve-

zis aRmofxvras Tu ara, nawilobriv Sevsebas mainc. konkretulad is 

eZRvneba mefe arCil I-s. qarTlis es xelisufali samefo taxtze vax-

tang gorgaslis winamorbedis – mirdatis – winamorbedi iyo. Sesabami-

sad, Zalian zogadad Tu vityviT, misi zeoba V saukunis pirvel naxe-

varSi Tavsdeba.  

farTo sazogadoebisaTvis mefe arCili TiTqmis ucnobia.1 amgvari 

fiqris safuZvels maZlevs internetSi ganTavsebuli masalis analizi: 

zog publikaciaSi arCili qarTvel mefeTa saTvalavSi arc ki moiazre-

ba: arCil pirvelad miCneulia arabebis winaaRmdeg mebrZoli mefe ar-

Cili. dawyebiTi skolis saxelmZRvaneloebSi gvian antikur epoqaSi 

moRvawe arCilis xsenebas ar vxdebiT;2 umaRlesi skolis saxelmZRvane-

loebSi masze informacia Tu aris, oriode winadadebiT Semoifargle-

ba.3 amis mizezi, cxadia, isaa, rom im mkvlevarTa Tvalsazrisebi, rom-

                                                            
1 amaze yuradRebas imitom vamaxvileb, rom qarTuli sazogadoeba, Cveulebriv, did in-
teress avlens istoriisadmi; mefeTa saxeebs ki koleqtiur mexsierebaSi gansakuTre-
biT sapatio adgili ukaviaT. 
2 Cem mier ganxilul aTeulobiT saxelmZRvaneloSi yovel SemTxvevaSi asea. 
3 aviRoT Tundac Tbilisis saxelmwifo universitetis studentebisaTvis gamiznuli 
saxelmZRvanelo `saqarTvelos istoria~ (t. I, Tb. 2006), aq arCilis Sesaxeb informa-
cia amoiwureba SemdegiT: `amis Semdeg qarTlSi gamefda arCili, xolo Semdeg – misi 
Ze mirdati~. (gv. 116). 
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lebic am periods ikvleven, erTmaneTisagan sakmaod gansxvavebulia;4 

aqedan gamomdinare farTo mkiTxvelisaTvis rTuli xdeba koleqtiuri 

mexsierebisaTvis misaRebi erTi saxis gamoZerwva. es gaurkvevloba gan-

sakuTrebiT Tavs iCens samecniero-popularul sacnobaro literatura-

Si.5 saqarTvelos istoriis Sesaxeb ucxoenovani naSromebic am viTare-

bas areklavs: arCili an sruliad ar, an ori sityviT, an mxolod erT 

wyaroze dayrdnobiT moixsenieba.6  

gasul wlebSi gamoqveynebul ramdenime naSromSi7 mec Sevexe ar-

Cil mefes. kvlevam maCvena, rom arsebuli wyaroebi saSualebas iZleva 

sakmaod damajereblad aRvadginoT arCilis, rogorc pirovnebis da po-

litikuri moRvawis, portreti. am werilSi swored amas Sevecdebi. rep-

rezentaciisas axal dakvirvebebTan erTad adre Cem mier miRebul ara-

erT daskvnas gamoviyeneb. Sedegi mTlianobaSi (da ara calkeuli deta-

lebis mixedviT) arsebiTad gansxvavdeba yvela im Tvalsazrisisagan, 

romelic aqamde kolegaTa mier gamoTqmula arCilze. maTTan SedarebiT 

Cemeuli reprezentaciis meti sizustis rwmenas da, amitomac, misi aq 

                                                            
4 magaliTisaTvis Sdr. v. goilaZe. farnavazianTa saxlis qristian mefeTa qronologia. 
Tb. 1990, gv. 101-103; d. musxeliSvili. saqarTvelo VI-VIII saukuneebSi. Tb. 2003, gv. 
83-84; m. sanaZe. qarTvelTa cxovreba. w. III. qarTlis mefeebisa da patrikiosebis qro-
nologia (farnavazidan aSot kurapalatamde). Tb. 2016, gv. 297-302. 
5 magaliTisaTvis ix. enciklopediur-sacnobaro wigni `saqarTvelos mefeebi~ (redaq-
torebi: m. lorTqifaniZe, r. metreveli, 2000), gv. 39. 
6 qronologiurad Sesabamis adgilas (da saerTodac) ar ixsenieba arCil mefe, magali-
Tad, r. sunisTan (R. G. Suny. The Making of the Georgian Nation. Second edition, Indiana 
University Press, gv. 22-23) oriode sityviT ixsnieba d. reifildTan (D. Rayfield. Edge of 
Empires. A History of Georgia. Reakton books, 2012, gv. 42); k. Tumanovi da s. rapi, marTa-
lia, warmoadgenen mokle reprezentaciebs, magram mxolod `qarTlis cxovrebis~ mona-
cemebze dayrdnobiT (C. Toumanoff. Chronology of the Early Kings of Iberia Traditio, 1969. 
Vol. 25 gv. 27; S. H. Rapp, Jr. Imagining History at the Crossroads: Persia, Byzantium and the 
Architects of the Writtern Georgian Past. Vol. 1. A dissertation submitted in a partial fulfillement 
of the requerements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (history). At the University of Michi-
gan. 1997, gv. 400-401. 
7 konkretulad vgulisxmob Semdeg naSromebs: m. CxartiSvili. `friad sarwmuno baku-
ri~. Jurn.: `mnaTobi~. #5. 1986, gv. 161-166; m. CxartiSvili. istoriuli portretebi. 
Tb. 1992; m. CxartiSvili. qarTuli hagiografiis wyaroTmcodneobiTi Seswavlis prob-
lemebi („cxorebaO wmidisa ninoOsi~). Tb. 1987; m. CxartiSvili. `moqcevai qarTlisai~ 
petre iberis Sesaxeb. Tb. 2013; m. CxartiSvili. vaxtang gorgaslis sagvareulo kuTv-
nilebis sakiTxi xosrovanTa samefo ojaxis istoriis fonze. ivane javaxiSvilis saxe-
lobis Tbilisis saxelmwifo universitetis humanitarul mecnierebaTa fakultetis 
saqarTvelos istoriis institutis Sromebi. t. X. Tb. 2016, gv. 111-137. 
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warmodgenis survils maZlevs Semdegi garemoeba: mwyobri narativis 

Sesaqmnelad arcerTi monacemis ugulebelyofa ar damWirvebia anu ar-

sebul wyaroebs srulad viyeneb. sxvaTa mier urTierTgamomricxvelad 

miCneuli monacemebi, Cem mier aRdgenil suraTSi erTmaneTs harmoniul-

ad avsebs da yvela wyaro pirdapir Tu iribad erTmaneTs adasturebs. 

2.  

mefe arCilze Txrobas daviwyeb Zveli qarTuli saistorio mwer-

lobis RirsSesaniSnavi Zeglis `moqcevaOYqarTlisaOs~ informaciis an-

aliziT. Tavidanve vityvi, rom wyaroTmcodneobiTi TvalsazrisiT es 

Zegli uaRresad Rirebulad mimaCnia. yvela sxva wyaroze ufro srul-

yofilad is gvamcnobs qarTlis uzenaes xelisufalTa rigs. misi er-

TaderTi mniSvnelovani nakli (vgulisxmob, roca mas rogorc wyaros 

mivmarTavT da ara rogorc saistorio mwerlobis nimuSs), isaa, rom 

xSirad informacia ama Tu im xelisufalze, uaRresad moklea. amis ga-

mo `moqcevaO qarTlisaO~ umetes SemTxvevebSi Cvens interess ufro 

aRvivebs, vidre akmayofilebs. epoqis suraTis aRsadgenad aucilebeli 

xdeba damatebiTi monacemebis moZieba. Tumc `moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~ 

mniSvneloba mainc ganuzomlad didi rCeba: gardasuli sinamdvilis am-

saxvel, xSirad qaotiur monacemebSi gasarkvevad is gzamkvlevis fun-

qcias asrulebs. 

ai, rogoraa warmodgenili arCilis zeoba am wyaroSi:  

`da misa Semdgomad mefobda mirdat. da ese wariyvana pitiaxSman 

varaS baRdads da mun mokuda. da misa Semdgomad mefobda arCil, da 

mTavar ebiskoposi iyo iona. da maSin daeca quemoO eklesiaO. da iona 

miicvala gareubnisa eklesiasa da sueti igi cxoveli Tana-warmoiRo. 

da misa ze aznaurTa stefane-wmidaOUaRaSenes aragusa zeda. da moguni 

mogueTas mogobdes cecxlisa msaxurebasa zeda. da mis-ve arCilis ze 

oTxni mTavar ebiskoposni gardaicvalnes. da merme mefobda mirdat. da 

mTavar ebiskoposi iyo glonoqor. da ese mTavarebiskoposi erisTvadca iyo 

barazbod pitiaxSisagan qarTls da hereTs~ (Satberduli redaqcia).8  

rogorc vxedavT, Zalian niSandoblivi faqtebiT aRbeWdili rep-

rezentaciaa. sakmaod damTrgunveli suraTia daxatuli. mxolod nega-

                                                            
8 Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli literaturis Zeglebi. teqstebi dadgenili avtorTa 
koleqtivis mier ilia abulaZis xelmZRvanelobiTa da redaqciiT. w. I. Tb. 1963, gv. 92. 
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tiuri faqtebi. erTaderTi pozitivi wminda stefanes taZris mSeneb-

lobaa. am, marTlac, Zalian gamorCeul movlenas qvemoT sagangebod 

ganvixilav. 

`moqcevaO qarTlisaOSi~ miTiTebuli araa arCilis biografiis 

aRsawerad bevri mniSvnelovani monacemi, Tundac, magaliTad, araa gan-

martebuli vin iyo arCilisaTvis misi winamorbedi mefe mirdati, rom-

lis mefoba mtris karze Sewyvetila; an vin aris arCilisaTvis misi 

momdevno mefe mirdati.  

3. 

informaciis Sevsebis saSualebas gvaZlevs sxva, aseve Zalian Ri-

rebuli, wyaro. esaa petre iberis asurulenovani `cxovreba~. aq mox-

seniebulia mefe arCili, romelic, hagiografis9 miTiTebiT yofila 

petres papis Zma dedis xaziT; is taxtze asula Rrmadmoxucebuli ib-

eriaSi gavrcelebuli mefeTmonacvleobis wesis Tanaxmad da qveyanas 

petres mamasTan erTad ganagebda Turme.10 

aSkaraa, rom `moqcevaO qarTlisaOSi~ miTiTebuli arCili da 

petre iberis asurulenovani `cxovrebis~ arCili erTi da igive pi-

rovnebaa. sxva qarTlis mefes saxeli arCili ar rqmevia zemoT xsene-

bul arabTa Semosevebis dros mowameobrivad aRsrulebul arCilamde. 

ase rom, igiveoba eWvs ar iwves da am hagiografiul ZeglSi dafiqsi-

rebuli faqtebi SeiZleba Tavisuflad gamoviyenoT `moqcevaO qarTli-

saOs~ monacemebis Sesavsebad.  

rogorc irkveva, petre iberi Tavis biografs da mowafes bevrs 

esaubreboda sakuTar axloblebze. gansakuTrebiT vrcelia informacia 

swored arCilze.11  

                                                            
9 am hagiografs zogi mkvlevari, magaliTad, k. horni, miiCnevs ioane rufusad. ix. C. 
B. Horn. Asceticism and Christological Controversy in Fifth-Century Palestine. The Career of Pe-
ter the Iberian. Oxford University Press. 2006; John Rufus. The Lives of Peter the Iberian, Theo-
dosius of Jerusalem, and The Monk Romanus. Edited and Translated with an Introduction and 
Notes by C. B. Horn and R. R. Phenix (Society of Biblical literature. Atlanta. 2008. atribuciis 
saCveneblad moxmobili argumentebi ver marwmunebs. amitom avtors, rogorc anonims, 
ise movixsenieb.  
10 georgika. bizantieli mwerlebis cnobebi saqarTvelos Sesaxeb. t. II. teqstebi qar-
Tuli TargmaniTurT gamosca da ganmartebebi daurTo s. yauxCiSvilma. meore Sevse-
buli gamocema. Tb. 1965, gv. 249. 
11 georgika. bizantieli mwerlebis cnobebi saqarTvelos Sesaxeb. t. II, gv. 251-252. 
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magram vidre konkretulad petre iberis asurulenovan `cxovre-

baSi~ daculi informaciis analizs Sevudgebode, minda vTqva zogadad 

am wyaros Sesaxebac. is avTenturia, radgan hagiografi informacias 

uSualod TviTmxilvelisagan anu petresagan iRebda, magram unda ga-

viTvaliswinoT, rom avtori ucxoelia da amis gamo saqarTvelos vi-

Tarebis naklebad mcodne. zogjer is petres naTqvams igebs araadekva-

turad da amis Sesabamisi interpretaciiT gvawodebs mas an kidev misi 

reprezentaciis stilis garkveulad moulodnelobis gamo, Tanamedro-

ve mkvlevars Tavad aqvs gagebis problema. 

ase, magaliTad, hagiografi bizantiaSi farTod cnobili `didi 

bakurs~ warmogvidgens petres papad dedis xaziT da qarTlis pirvel 

qristian mefed.12 Cven kargad viciT, rom qarTlis pirveli qristiani 

mefe iyo miriani. gana SesaZlebelia petres mirianis Sesaxeb araferi 

scodnoda? cxadia, ara. yvelafers rom Tavi davaneboT, petres saxeli 

berad aRkvecamde anu murvanosi, xom igive miriania.13 maSin ratomRa 

unda eTqva mowafisaTvis, rom bakuria qarTlis pirveli qristiani me-

fe? cxadia, is amas ar ityoda, magram amave dros, cxadia isic, rom 

arc hagiografi gadaasxvaferebda Segnebulad mis naTqvams aseT mniS-

vnelovan sakiTxTan dakavSirebiT. am SemTxvevaSi viTarebis garkvevaSi 

gvexmareba `moqcevaO qarTlisaO~: mirianis momdevno mefe taxtze iyo 

misi SviliSvili bakur revis Ze.14 da es bakuri, marTlac, pirvelia 

ara im azriT, rom is iyo qarTlis mefeebs Soris pirveli vinc gaq-

ristianda, aramed im azriT, rom is iyo qarTvel mefeebs Soris pirve-

li, romelmac qristianma daikava samefo taxti. anu an hagiografma 

ver gaigo adekvaturad petres naTqvami an man zustad gaigo, magram 

Cven mivaniWeT mis naTqvams sxvagvari mniSvneloba. asea Tu ise, aRniS-

                                                            
12 georgika. bizantieli mwerlebis cnobebi saqarTvelos Sesaxeb. t. II, gv. 248. 
13 aRniSnuli saxelebis igiveoba Zneli amosacnobi araa da am mixvedramde, cxadia, da-
moukideblad mivedi. magram davimowmeb mkvlevrebs, romelTac es faqti Cemamde daafiq-
sires werilobiT. ix. b. xurcilava. petre iberis saero saxelisaTvis. misive wignSi 
`qarTuli damwerlobisa da adreqristianuli saqarTvelos istoriisaTvis (statiebis 
krebuli)~. Tb. 2006, gv. 57-65; John Rufus: The Lives of Peter the Iberian, Theodosius of Je-
rusalem, and The Monk Romanus. Edited and Translated with an Introduction and Notes by C.B. 
Horn and R. R. Phenix Jr. gv. XXIV, Sen. 21. 
14 Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli literaturis Zeglebi. t. I. Tb. 1963, gv. 91. 
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nuli faqti verc am hagiografiuli wyaros avTenturobas daayenebs 

eWvqveS, da verc mirianis, rogorc qarTlSi qristianobis damamkvid-

reblis, damsaxurebas daamcrobs.  

amave dros am ZiebiT CvenTvis cxadi gaxda uaRresad mniSvnelova-

ni garemoeba: `didi bakuri~ yofila `moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~ bakur re-

vis Ze. amas mosdevs mniSvnelovani mixvedra arCilTan dakavSirebiTac: 

raxan arCili iyo petres papis Zma dedis xaziT da es papa, rogorc 

gamoirkva, mirianis SviliSvili yofila, cxadia, igive SeiZleba vTqvaT 

arCilis warmomavlobazec: is yofila mirianis SviliSvili da revis 

Ze. `didi bakuris~ petres papobis Sesaxeb cnobasTan dakavSirebiT 

aucileblad mimaCnia erTi SeniSvnis gakeTeba, Tumc Tavidanve vityvi, 

rom es SeniSvna (Tu Sesworeba) ar uaryofs faqts arCilis warmomav-

lobasTan dakavSirebiT: am Sesworebis gaTvaliswinebis SemTxvevaSic 

arCili bakuris Zma da, Sesabamisad, mirian mefis SviliSvili gamodis.  

saqme Semdegia: `moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~ mixedviT bakur revis Zis 

anu `didi bakuris~ Semdgom taxtze adis misi Zma Trdati. Trdati aSkarad 

realuri pirovnebaa. misi saxelic logikuria Tu gaviTvaliswinebT, 

`qarTlis cxovrebis~ monacems imis Sesaxeb, rom rev mirianis Zes colad 

somexTa pirveli qristiani mefis Trdatis asuli salome hyavda.15 anu 

revs meore SvilisaTvis saxelovani simamris saxeli daurqmevia. 

bakur revis Zis Semdgom Trdat revis Zis gamefeba niSnavs imas, 

rom mas memkvidre anu vaJiSvili ar darCenia. qaliSvils ki `moqcevaO 

qarTlisaOs~ mefeTa rigSi, bunebrivia, ver vipoviT. amitom is garemoe-

ba, rom bakur revis Zis Semdgom misi Svili dasaxelebuli araa, miuT-

iTebs: mas Ze ar darCenia, magram es TavisTavad ar niSnavs imasac, rom 

mas qaliSvili ar hyavda. aqedan gamomdinare sulac ar aris gamoric-

xuli, rom petres deda, romelsac petres asurulenovani `cxovrebis~ 

mixedviT `bakurduxtia~ erqva,16 marTlac, `didi bakuris~ anu bakur 

revis Zis asuli yofiliyo. magram aq aris erTi faqti, romelic, 

vfiqrob, gaTvaliswinebas saWiroebs. `qarTlis cxovrebaSi~ daculia 

cnoba, romlis mixedviTac varaz-bakuri (anu petres mama petres 

                                                            
15 qarTlis cxovreba. teqsti dadgenili yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT s. 
yauxCiSvilis mier. t. I. Tb. 1955, gv. 70. 
16 georgika. bizantieli mwerlebis cnobebi saqarTvelos Sesaxeb. t. II, gv. 248. 
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`cxovrebis~ qarTulenovani redaqciis mixedviT), iyo Trdatis siZe.17 

es cnoba sakmaod areul konteqstSia warmodgenili, magram mainc ni-

Sandoblivad meCveneba. Tu am cnobas sworad miviCnevT, maSin gamodis, 

rom bakuduxtia, iyo ara bakuris asuli, aramed Trdat revis Zis. ha-

giografi SecdomaSi (roca man didi bakuri miiCnia petres dedis ma-

mad) unda Seeyvana am qalbatonis saxels. sparsulad xom `bakurdux-

tia~ bakuris asuls niSnavs. magram xosrovani princesasaTvis am saxe-

lis darqmevis sxva, aseve savsebiT logikur, motivaciazec SeiZleba 

miTiTeba: Trdatis asuls `bakurduxtia~ umemkvidreo biZis – bakur 

revis Zis/ `didi bakuris~ – sapativsacemod daerqva; is, SesaZloa, su-

lac mis Svilobilad iyo moazrebuli. Tu saqmes am kuTxiT SevxedavT, 

maSin sagulisxmod gamoCndeba isic, rom Trdat revis Zis vaJs bakuri 

erqva. es is bakuria, romelsac `moqcevaiO qarTlisaOs~ mixedviT bol-

nisis sioni auSenebia18 da romelsac rufinusi, moixseniebs, rogorc 

`friad sarwmuno kacs~19). anu ra gamodis: Trdatis orive Svils, 

qalsac da vaJsac ufros ZmasTan dakavSirebuli saxelebi rqmeviaT. am 

qmedebis wminda adamianuri motivacia CemTvis iolad gasagebia: Trdati 

cdilobs umemkvidreo Zmis uSvilobis kompesirebas sakuTari Svilebis 

TiTqos misad dasaxviT. Zalian Soreul epoqas da Cemgan sruliad gan-

sxvavebuli socialuri wris warmomadgenelebs exeba saqme, magram ma-

inc vfiqrob, rom varaudSi ar vcdebi, adamianuri emociebi, im droid-

an dRemde didad ar Secvlila.  

                                                            
17 qarTlis cxovreba. t. I, gv. 132, 137. 
18 bolnisis sionis daTariRebas Cveulebriv cdiloben epigrafikuli monacemebis sa-
fuZvelze (sakiTxis Seswavlis istoriis Sesaxeb ix. g. yifiani. bolnisis sioni. sami 
uadresi warwera. https://semioticsjournal.wordpress.com/2010/11). me mimaCnia, rom am Sem-
TxvevaSi gadamwyveti mniSvneloba unda mieniWos calsaxa (da ara epigrafikuli mona-
cemebis saTuo interpretaciebze dafuZnebul) informaciis Semcvel istoriografiul 
wayroebs: upirvelesad `moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~, romlis mixedviTac eklesia bakur 
Trdatis Zis dros anu V saukunis dasawyisSi aaSenes (Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli 
literaturis Zeglebi. t. I, gv. 92). `qarTlis cxovreba~, faqtobrivad, amas ar 
ewinaaRmdegeba, roca taZris mSeneblobas bakuris momdevno farsmanis dros miuTiTebs 
(qarTlis cxovreba. t. I, gv. 138). aSkaraa, rom am SemTxvevaSi igulisxmeba taZris 
saboloo Semkoba. 
19 georgika. bizantieli mwerlebis cnobebi saqarTvelos Sesaxeb. teqstebi qarTuli 
TargmaniTurT gamosces da ganmartebebi daurTes al. gamyreliZem da simon yauxCiS-
vilma. t. I. Tb. 1961, gv. 207. 
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wyaros Taviseburebis Sesaxeb am mcire gansjis Semdgom petre 

iberis asurulenovan `cxovrebaSi~ daculi cnobebis analizs davub-

rundebi. wyaro kargad aCvenebs ragvarad asketuri ganwyobilebis adam-

iani iyo arCili. aseTi mmarTvelis ideali, rogoric iyo arCili, im-

droindel saqristianoSi arsebobda. arCilis Sesaxeb hagiografi miuT-

iTebs, rom man sasaxle daamsgavsa eklesias. zustad aseve weren bizan-

tiis samefo ojaxis wevrebis Sesaxebac Zveli avtorebi. magaliTad, 

igive azria gamoTqmuli bizantiis imperator Teodosi mcires ufrosi 

dis pulqerias cxovrebis stilis Sesaxebac.20 anu imis Tqma minda, 

rom gvianantikuri epoqis maRali wreebis qristianebs Soris ojaxis-

admi amgvari damokidebuleba norma ara, magram sakmaod miRebuli idea-

li iyo. iyvnen didgvarovani morwmuneebi, romelTac arc qonebis daT-

moba uWirdaT saeklesio cxovrebisaTvis da arc xelisuflebis. gvian-

antikuri qarTli, rogorc saqristianos ganuyofeli nawili, am su-

liskveTebiT iyo gamsWvaluli, yovel SemTxvevaSi, amas iziarebda misi 

aristokratiis nawili. amitom arCilis asketizmi marto pirovnuli 

midrekilebebis gamoxatuleba ar mgonia, aramed im zogadqristianuli 

kulturisac, romlis monawile arCili iyo. umniSvnelo rodi Cans am 

SemTxvevaSi arCilis mamis anu revis faqtoric. rogorc aRiniSna, `moq-

cevaO qarTlisaOs~ mixedviT mirianis Semdeg mefe gaxda misi SviliSvi-

li bakuri da ara Svili revi. araviTari sababi, ris gamoc ar unda 

gamefebuliyo revi,21 ar Cans. is cocxalia karga xans mamis gardacva-

lebis Semdgomac da vidre misi Ze qveyanas marTavs, sulis sacxonebeli 

saqmeebiT (patiosan jvars Seuqmna kubai22) aris dakavebuli. anu ba-

                                                            
20 amaze yuradRebas amaxvilebs k. horni sokrateze dayrdnobiT. ix. C. B. Horn. Asceticism 
and Christological Controversy in Fifth-Century Palestine. The Career of Peter the Iberian, gv. 64. 
21 `qarTlis cxovreba~ saqme sxvagvarad warmogvidgens: baqari (anu igive bakuri) am 
wyaros mirianis meore Svilad hyavs gamoyvanili da revis mefobas mirianis sicocxle-
Sive miuTiTebs (qarTlis cxovreba. t, gv. 129-130). aSkaraa, rom es yvelaferi mema-
tianes interpretaciaa., radgan is pasuxs ver uZebnis kiTxvas ratom ar gamefda mamis 
Semdeg revi. XI saukunis avtorisaTvis (vgulisxmob leonti mrovels, romelic teqs-
tis am monakveTis avtoria) xelisuflebaze uaris nebayofilobiT Tqma gaugebaria. mag-
ram, rogorc ukve aRvniSne, gvianantikur epoqis qristianebisaTvis es bunebrivi iyo. 
22 `da mokuda mirean mefE da daefla saSualsa suetsa samxriTsa CrdiloOT kerZo. 
da mas suetsa Sina ars nawili sutisa mis cxovelisaO. da meoresa welsa mokuda co-
li misi nana da daefla dasavaliT kerZo masve suetsa, sada mirean mefE damarxul 
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kurs namdvilad xelisuflebis uzurpacia ar mouxdenia, mama ar mouk-

lavs. es Tavad revs ar surda mefoba, da taxtisagan Tavis ganridebis 

mizezi SeiZleboda asketuri msoflgancda yofiliyo mxolod. Rrmad 

moxucebulebaSi taxtze arCilis asvla imas niSnavs, rom mas Tavidan 

ganzraxuli arc hqonia gamefeba. ubralod raRac viTarebaSi mouwia es 

nabiji gadaedga, iseve rogorc iZulebiT daTanxmda colis moyvanas.  

am msjelobiT arCilis Sesaxeb kidev erTi saintereso faqti 

vlindeba: adre gavarkvieT, rom is revis Zea da, Sesabamisad, misi wina-

morbedi mirdati misi mama ara aris. axla CvenTvis cxadi xdeba, rom 

arCili ar SeiZleba iyos misi momdevno mefis, aseve mirdatis, mama: 

arCils xom sakuTar colTanac ar hqonia intimuri urTierToba da, 

rogorc hagiografi xazs usvams, arCili masTan `ubiwo~ darCa.  

4. 

orive mirdatis (arCilis winamorbedi da misi momdevno, romle-

bic arCilis arc mama da arc Ze ar arian) faqti ganmartebas moiT-

xovs. es dagvexmareba safuZvlianad avxsnaT arCilis Rrmadmoxucebu-

lebaSi gamefebis garemoebani. da amas Sevecdebi kidec qvemoT, magram 

manamde darCa gadasaWreli erTi mniSvnelovani sakiTxi: es aris arCi-

lis is portreti, romelic warmodgenilia saqarTvelos istoriis me-

ore umniSvnelos wyaroSi `qarTlis cxovrebaSi~.  

`qarTlis cxovrebaSi~ daxatuli arCilis portreti da zemoT 

reprezentirebuli portreti erTmaneTisagan ise gansxvavdeba, rogorc 

ca da dedamiwa. am wyaros mixedviT arCili sparselebis winaaRmdeg 

mouRalavi mebrZolia, mas meuRlisagan hyavs Svili anu arCilis mom-

devno mirdati, `qarTlis cxovrebis~ mixedviT, arCilis Svilia.23  

rogor SevaTavsoT erTmaneTs es ori saxe? TiTqos es SeuZlebe-

lia. maSin vendoT erT-erTs, magram romels? arCevanis gakeTebac SeuZ-

lebelia. iqneb sxvadaxsva pirovnebas exeba sityva? esec gamoricxulia: 

rogorc ukve aRvniSne, rom `moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~ da petre iberis 

asurulenovani `cxovrebis~ arCil mefe erTidaigive piria imitom, rom 

                                                                                                                                                  
iyo. da dajda mefed bakur, Ze revisi... da oc da mesamesa welsa aRmarTebiTgan pa-
tiosnisa juarisa Seuqmna kubaO rev da Seiqmna saflavi quemosa eklesiasa~. Zveli 
qarTuli agiografiuli literaturis Zeglebi. t. I, gv. 91 (Satberduli redaqcia). 
23 qarTlis cxovreba. t. I, gv. 139-140. 
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sxva mefe am saxeliT am periodSi cnobil araa. `qarTlis cxovrebas-

Tan~ dakavSirebiTac igive unda gavimeoro. amis damatebiT unda vTqva, 

rom `qarTlis cxovrebSi~ gvaqvs cnoba stefanwmindas mcxeTaSi mSeneb-

lobis Sesaxeb. es ki eqskluziurad arCilis I-is zeobis damaxasiaTeb-

eli faqtia, misi epoqis `savizito baraTia~. ase rom, `wyali ar gau-

va~, erTi mxriv, `qarTlis cxovrebis~ da meore mxriv, `moqcevaO qar-

TlisaOs~ da petre iberis asurulenovani `cxovrebis~ arCilebis igiv-

eobas. aRniSnuli viTareba, marTlac, dilemad warmodgeboda (cxadia, 

SeuZlebelia adamiani erTdroulad asketic iyos da arc iyos), rom 

ara erTi detali, romelsac arCilis mefobasTan dakavSirebiT gvawv-

dis petre iberis asurulenovani `cxovreba~. es aris cnoba imis Taob-

aze, rom arCili iberias marTavda petres mamasTan erTad. marTalia, 

arCilis TanammarTveli arc `moqcevaO qarTlisaOSi~ da arc `qarTlis 

cxovrebaSi~ moxseniebuli araa, magram es sulac ar gamoricxavs mis 

myofobas samefo karze. aRniSnuli Txzulebebi qarTuli oficialuri 

istoriografiis Zeglebia. petres biografis mizani ki sxvaa, is cdi-

lobs aRnusxos yvelaferi, rac petres ukavSirdeba, amitom misTvis 

umniSvneloa araa, yuradReba gagvamaxvilebinos, rom arCilTan erTad 

petres mama TanammarTvelobda. misTvis mTavari sworedac rom esaa.  

aRniSnuli gvaxvedrebs ras unda niSnavdes `qarTlis cxovrebaSi~ 

warmodgenili arCilis gansxvavebuli portreti: es aris asaxva arCi-

lis TanammarTvelis anu petres mamis saxis. mas arCilTan erTad swo-

red imitom unda emoRvawa, rom misgan gansxvavebuli, aqtiuri praqti-

kuli qmedebis unaris mqone kaci iyo. `qarTlis cxovrebaSi~ aRweril 

sparselTa winaaRmdeg arCilis mier warmoebul brZolebs, Cans, pet-

res mama awarmoebda, cxadia, arCilis saxeliT. gviandel qarTvel mema-

tianes, romelsac saTanadod, ar aqvs gaazrebuli TanammarTvelis ro-

li (an fiqrobs, rom am araordinaruli viTarebis aRwera daabnevs mis 

mkiTxvels) aRniSnuli aqtivoba marto arCilisaTvis aqvs miwerili. 

ase rom, `qarTlis cxovrebis~ monacemebis mizeziT `moqcevaO 

qarTlisaOze~ da petre iberis asurulenovan `cxovrebaze~ dafuZnebiT 

zemoT warmodgenili arCil mefis portretis gadasinjva saWiro ar 

aris; metic, rogorc vnaxavT, `qarTlis cxovrebac~ bevr detals Seh-

matebs am suraTs.  
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5. 

aRniSnuli msjeloba gamokveTs kidev erT sakvlev Temas: arCi-

lis mefobis da biografiis aRsawerad petres mamis vinaobis garkveva 

da misi biografiis rekonstruqciac dagvWirdeba. petres mamas petre 

iberis qarTulenovani `cxovrebis~ mixedviT varaz-bakuri erqva.24  

amitom vidre arCilze danarCeni wyaroebis monacemebis analizs 

Sevudgebode, mokled vityvi petres mamis Sesaxeb. am SemTxvevaSi rep-

rezentacias gamiiolebs Semdegi garemoeba: gasul wels ivane javaxiS-

vilis saxelobis Tbilisis saxelmwifo universitetis `SromebSi~ ga-

moqveynebuli zemoT ukve miTiTebuli Cemi statia vaxtang gorgasalze. 

masSi ZiriTad sakiTxTan erTad warmodgenili maqvs msjeloba petres 

mamaze. masTan dakavSirebul miRebul daskvnebs aq mokled gavimeoreb.  

petre iberis asurulenovan `cxovrebaSi~ petres mamis saxeli 

buzmiria, qarTulenovan `cxovrebaSi~ ki – varaz­bakuri. amgvarad, aS-

karaa, rom varaz-bakuri buzmiris ekvivalentia. meore mxriv, varaz­ba-

kuri aris amiane marcelines aspakuri. es varaudi karga xania gamoiT-

qva samecniero literaturaSi da me is marTebulad mimaCnia. amgvarad, 

petres mamis portretis aRsadgenad dasaxelebuli wyaroebis monaceme-

bi SeiZleba Seikribos. 

rogorc irkveva, qveynis sadaveebi varaz­bakurs orjer epyra. 

pirvelad is IV saukunis bolo ocwleulSi Cans gamefebuli. `moqce-

vaO qarTlisaO~ mis zeobas Trdat mirianis Zis Semdgom aRniSnavs. oR-

ondac is aq moxseniebulia, erTi SexedviT, sakmaod ucnaurad jer er-

Ti, mis Sesaxeb weria, rom `dadga mefed~ ufro tradiciuli frazis 

`dajda mefed~ nacvlad. es niuansi TiTqos misi statusis droebiTob-

as asaCinoebs. meorec, da es gansakuTrebiT yuradRebis misaqcevia, mis 

Semdgom mefed saxeldeba bakur Trdatis Ze. anu gamodis, rom varaz-

bakuri Trdat revis Zesa da bakur Trdatis Zis anu mamasa da Svils 

Soris periodSi mefobs. magram es ucnauroba iolad asaxsneli xdeba 

Tu gaviziarebT im cnobas, romlis mixedviTac varaz­bakuri Trdatis 

siZe – qaliSvilis qmari iyo. anu petres mama, romelic Tavad xosro-

                                                            
24 Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli literaturis Zeglebi. w. II (XI-XV ss). teqstebi 
dasabeWdad moamzada avtorTa koleqtivma ilia abulaZis xelmZRvanlobiTa da redaq-
ciiT. Tb. 1967, gv. 215. 
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vani araa, taxts ikavebs uSualod simamris gardacvalebis Semdeg 

droebiT, taxtis realuri memkvidris bakuris nacvlad. Tavad bakuri 

Trdatis Ze mamis gardacvalebis droisaTvis, Cans, qarTlSi ar imyo-

feboda. bakur Trdatis Ze aris rufinusis informatori bakuri, rome-

lic xangrZlivad imyofeboda bizantiis karze, rogorc sapatio mZeva-

li da, gnebavT, elCi. is bizantielTa saxelmwifo samsaxurSi aqtiur-

ad CarTuli da inteleqtualur wreebSi miRebuli pirovneba iyo. am-

itom savsebiT bunebrivi Cans, rom mas taxts `unaxavs~ siZe (dis me-

uRle) anu varz­bakuri. am ukanasknelis legitimurobas ki uzrunvel-

yofs misi xosrovani meuRle. ar gamovricxav, rom petres mSoblebis 

qorwineba saerTodac Trdatis gardacvalebis mizeziT Seqmnili saxe-

lisuflo kriziss ukavSirdebodes. xosrovanebs im momentisavis sWir-

debodaT pirovneba, romelic taxts `Seinaxavda~ bakur Trdatis Zis 

dabrunebamde. etyoba, varaz­bakurs im rTul viTarebisaTvis Sesabamisi 

mmarTvelis unarebi hqonda, amave dros is xosrovanTa politikuri 

partniori sagvareulos warmomadgeneli iyo. xosrovan princesaze da-

qorwinebuli varaz-bakuri ki gansakuTrebiT sando xdeboda imis gamo, 

rom samomavlod xelisuflebaSi monawileobis perspeqtiva eSleboda 

taxtis memkvidre Svilebis gziTac.  

varaz­bakuri ganekuTvneboda qarTlis gamoCenil feodalur sag-

vareulos (xidarelebis saxls), romelic, savaraudod, siZlieriT me-

same sagvareulo iyo samefo saxlis da spaspetis saxlis Semdgom. oR-

ondac, Cans, rom Trdat revis asulze (mas, rogorc iTqva, petre ib-

eris `cxovrebis~ asurulenovani versiis mixedviT, bakurduxtia erqva) 

qorwineba pirveli ar iyo varaz­bakurisaTvis. pirvel colTan mas ram-

denime Svili hyavda. es viciT `qarTlis cxovrebisa~ da sinuri redaqciis 

`moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~ minaweriT. meore qorwineba, rogorc vTqvi, 

faqtobrivad politikuri aliansis gamoxatuleba Cans. am qorwinebaSi 

varaz­bakurs gauCnda erTaderTi vaJi murvanosi anu petre iberi.  

xosrovanebs aSkarad uWirdaT reproduqcia. varaz­bakuris wuxi-

li Svilis didxans aryolis gamo kargad aris aRwerili petre iberis 

qarTulenovan `cxovrebaSi~.25 

                                                            
25 `iyo mefe igi qarTvelTaO marTlmorwmune RmrTisaO da ara esua mas Svili wuli. 
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varaz­bakuris es pirveli yofna taxtze ar dasrulda kargad. 

sparsTa SemoWris Sedegad mas taxtis datovebam mouwia da Tavis ma-

muls da cixe xidars miaSura. swored am koliziebis Semdeg taxtze 

bakur Trdatis Zes asaxelebs `moqcevaO qarTlisaO~. etyoba, bizantiis 

xelisuflebisaTvis aSkara gaxda, rom qarTlis taxtis legitimuri 

memkvidre bolosdabolos unda daebrunebina. bizantiaSi saxelmwifos 

marTvaSi Tu samxedro saqmeSi yovelmxriv daxelovnebuli bakur 

Trdatis Ze, marTlac, Tavganwirul winaaRmdegobas uwevs sparseTis 

gavlenas qveyanaSi: mcxeTis TavdacviT nagebobebs amagrebs, agebs iseTi 

masStabis sakulto nagebobas, rogoricaa bolnisis sioni. saerTod un-

da iTqvas, rom V saukunis mTeli pirveli naxevari bizantiasa da ir-

ans Soris urTierTobebSi sakmaod daZabuli periodia.26  

am bakuris Semdeg mefobs revis asulis wuli farsmani anu ba-

kur Trdatis Zis mamidaSvili. es niSnavs, bakur Trdatis Zesac vaJiS-

vili ar hyolia. farsmans mosdevs mirdati, romlis kavSiri winamor-

bed mefesTan `moqcevaO qarTlisaOSi~ miTiTebuli ar aris, magram mgo-

nia, rom esec revis asulis Ze unda iyos anu farsman mefis Zma. magram 

mirdati farsmanis Zec rom iyos (Tumc es gamoricxuli mgonia), am 

faqts am kvlevisaTvis ara aqvs gadamwyveti mniSvneloba. amjerad mTa-

varia, is, rac sruliad aSkaraa: mirdati arCilis mama ar aris. 

ai, amdeni sxvadasxva Taobis adamianis zeobis Semdgom xdeba ar-

Cili mefe. rogorc iTqva, petre iberis asurulenovani `cxovrebis~ 

avtori miuTiTebs, rom arCilTan erTad qveyanas petres mama anu va-

raz­bakuric marTavda. faqtobrivad, es iyo varaz­bakuris meored yof-

na xelisuflebaSi. Tumc am faqts qarTuli wyaroebi, rogorc iTqva, 

ar afiqsireben, albaT is maTTvis ubralod gaugebaria misi araordina-

lurobis gamo. arCili, iyo legitimuri, magram fiqtiuri mmarTveli. 

varaz-bakurs, rogorc araxosrovans, taxtis dakavebisaTvis aucilebeli 

legitimuroba aklda, magram is iyo qveynis realuri gamgebeli. meore 

jerze xelisuflebis saTaveSi moqcevisas varaz­bakurs ufro optimis-

                                                                                                                                                  
amisTBsca evedrebin RmerTsa maradis mxurvaled, raOTa mianiWos mas Svili~. Zveli 
qarTuli agiografiuli literaturis Zeglebi. w. II, gv. 216. 
26 am dros bizantiasa da irans Soris or oms hqonda adgili – 421-422 da 440 wlebSi. 
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turad unda egrZno Tavi: is axla taxts colisZmas ki ara sakuTar 

Svils, xosrovanTa saxlis erTaderT memkvidres (dedis xaziT) – mur-

vanoss anu petres – `unaxavda~, vidre is bizantiidan dabrundeboda.  

amgvarad, varaz­bakuris cxovrebis reprezentacia gasagebs xdis 

arCilis, am moxuci asketis, taxtze formalurad asvlis mizezs: es 

aucilebeli iyo xosrovanTa saxlSi taxtis danarCunebisaTvis petres 

Camosvlamde da varaz-bakuris realuri mmarTvelobisaTvis legitimu-

robis misaniWeblad.  

rogorc ukve iTqva, petre iberis asurulenovani `cxovrebis~ av-

toris miTiTebiT, iberiaSi moqmedi mefeTmonacvleobis wesi iyo moxu-

cebulobaSi arCilis gamefebis mizezi. magram es aris ara faqti, aramed 

logikuri daskvna dafuZnebuli qarTlis taxtze IV saukunis meore 

naxevarsa da V saukunis pirvel naxevarSi mefeebis marTlac ucnauri 

monacvleobis gaTvaliswinebaze. magram, rogorc vnaxeT, es mefeTmonac-

vleobis wesi ki ara, taxtis memkvidris aryoliT gamowveuli krizi-

sis gamoxatuleba iyo. mefeTmonacvleoba niSnavs imas, rom xelisuf-

leba mamidan Svilze ki ar gadadis, aramed moivlis gvaris yvela mama-

kac wevrs ufros-umcrosobis mixedviT: jer gamefdebian erTi Taobis 

warmomadgenlebi asakis gaTvaliswinebiT, mere Semdgomi Taobis warmo-

madgenlebi, iseve asakobrivi rigis mixedviT. am wesTan rom gvqondes 

saqme, arCil revis Ze Trdat revis Zis Semdgom anu ori ufros Zmis 

Semdgom unda gamefebuliyo. sinamdvileSi ki ras vxedavT: arCili ga-

mefda ara marto ori ufrosi Zmis, aramed misi ZmiSvlis qmris, ZmiS-

vilis da ori disSvilis Semdeg anu TaobiT masze umcrosebis da qa-

lis STamomavlebis Semdeg. aSkaraa, arCili ar apirebda mefobas, arc 

ojaxis wevrebi miiCnevdnen mas amisaTvis Sesaferisad. roca ojaxis 

yvela mamakaci wevri gardaicvala da erTaderTi memkvidre, jer mci-

rewlovani murvanosi, bizantiaSi imyofeboda, ai, maSin unda dasmuli-

yo arCilis gamefebis sakiTxi.  

magram, rogorc aCvena Semdgomma movlenebma, arCilis taxtze as-

vliT xosrovanTa saxlis problema dakavSirebuli memkvidresTan, ver 

gadawyda. moxda gauTvaliswinebeli ram: taxtis memkvidre murvanosi 

konstantinopolis saimperatoro apartamentebidan gaipara da palesti-

naSi berad aRikveca petres saxeliT. amgvard, taxtze darCa arCili, 
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romelsac Svili veRar eyoleboda da varaz-bakuri, romelsac aseve 

Svili veRar eyoleboda Tu gaviTvaliswinebT zemoT moyvanil im cno-

bas, romlis mixedviTac, murvanosi Zlivs SeeZina uflisadmi bevri 

vedrebis Semdeg, didi albaTobiT ukve asakovan varaz-bakurs. aseT vi-

TarebaSi Semdegi gamosavali moiZebna: arCilma iSvila varaz­bakuris 

ufrosi Ze pirveli meuRlisagan. esaa mirdati, romlis arCilTan da-

mokidebulebis Sesaxeb `moqcevaO qarTlisaOSi~ araferi weria, `qar-

Tlis cxovrebaSi~ ki Svilad aris miCneuli. es ukanaskneli cnoba 

Cems varauds ar ewinaaRmdegeba, ramdenadac Svilobili Svilis ekviva-

lenturi iyo srulad da mematianes ase SeeZlo is moexseniebina. mem-

kvidreobis gadasacemad Svileba sakmaod aprobirebuli iyo Zvel msof-

lioSi da, maT Soris, saqarTveloSic.  

magram Svilobili SueZlebelia yofiliyo vinme, miuRebeli arCi-

lis TanammarTvelis anu varaz­bakurisaTvis. mas Semdeg, rac am ukanas-

knels murvanosTan dakavSirebiT imedebi gaucruvda, sruliad logiku-

ria vivaraudoT, rom man gza taxtisaken sxva Svils gaukafa. amgvarad, 

arCilis Svilad `qarTlis cxovrebis~ mier dasaxelebuli mirdati, 

sinamdvileSi arCilis Svilobili, iyo varaz-bakuris Ze misi pirveli 

colisagan; savaraudod, es igive amiane marcelines ultraa.  

rac Seexeba arCils, is iyo realurad ukanaskneli xosrovani me-

fe qarTlis taxtze, Tumc xelovnuri naTesavobis gamo xosrovanebze 

`qarTlis cxovreba~ saubrobs arabTa Semosevebis epoqamde.27  

varaz­bakuris Zeebi murvanosi/petre da mirdat/ultra ori gan-

sxvavebuli politikuri orientaciis gamomxatvelni iyvnen. qarTlis 

politikuri veqtori am dros gamokveTilad gadaixara iranisaken: mov-

lenaTa moulodneli ganviTarebiT V saukunis Sua xanebisaTvis qar-

Tlis taxtze avida ara bizantiaSi amisaTvis sagangebod aRzrdili 

murvanosi/petre, aramed iranSi namyofi mirdat/ultra. es qarTlisaT-

vis iZulebiTi nabiji iyo, cxadia, magram etyoba, im droisaTvis qvey-

nisaTvis erTgvari gamosavalic. petres, iseve rogorc mis papas (papis 

Zmas) arCils da papis mama revs, xelisufleba sazogadod (araTu sae-

ro, sasulieroc ki) ar izidavda. magram Seqmnil viTarebaSi, vfiqrob, 

                                                            
27 qarTlis cxovreba. t. I, gv. 250. 
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isic aSkara gaxda, rom petres qarTlSi aRar Camoesvleboda. is iran-

isadmi Seurigebeli poziciis mefe unda yofiliyo. qarTls ki am 

dros savsebiT proiranuli Tu ara, iranTa garkveulad Semrigebluri 

kursi hqonda aRebuli. 

6. 

iranTan urTierTobebSi amgvar kursTan dakavSirebiTac minda 

vTqva mokled.  

`qarTlis cxovrebaSi~, rogorc aRvniSne, bevri ram areulad ar-

is gadmocemuli. es imitom, rom Zvel istorikoss surs sakuTari ga-

azrebiT daalagos movlenebi da mosdis cdomilebani reprezentacaSi. 

magram cdomilebani reprezentaciaSi imas rodi niSnavs, rom kargad 

informirebul wyaroebs ar iyenebs avtori. amitom saTanado midgomis 

SemTxvevaSi `qarTlis cxovrebis~ Sesabamisi monakveTis saSualebiTac 

bevri faqtis dadgena SeiZleba.  

magaliTad, aq Taviseburad, magram sworad aris warmoCenili qar-

Tlis politikur kursSi is cvlileba, romelsac taxtze mirdat/ul-

tras asvla moaswavebda. mxedvelobaSi maqvs teqstis is monakveTi, ro-

melSic saubaria mirdatis siyvarulis Zalian poeturi istoriaze. me-

matiane gvarwmunebs, rom mirdats guli Sevardnia qarTlis amaoxrebeli 

pitiaxSis barzabodis qaliSvilze. amitom mamisaTvis (realurad mamo-

bilisaTvis) anu arCilisaTvis uTxovnia qalis SerTvis neba daerTo. 

miznisaTvis rom mieRwia mirdats sakuTar grZnobebze ki ar gaukeTebia 

aqcenti, aramed am qorwinebis politikur sargeblianobaze gaumaxvilebia 

yuradReba. misi mtkicebiT, es qorwineba mSvidobas moutanda qarTls:  

`vevedrebi mefobasa Sensa, momguare colad Cemda sagduxt, asuli 

barzabodisi, da SevqmnaT Cuen Soris mSBdoba daRacaTu ZaliTa qris-

tesiTa Cuen varT mZleni, aramed vera avixuamT cixeTa da qalaqTa ra-

nisaTa. nu ukue icalos mefeman sparsTaman, da iZios Cuen zeda Suri, 

da moaoPran eklesiani da sazRvarni Cuenni. da aw amiT ganqardes mte-

roba Cuen Soris... da amiT mtkiced da Seuryevelad vipyrneT sazRuarni 

qarTlisani, da ganmtkicnes sjuli qristesi qarTls, da arRara Seiq-

mnas gulsa qarTvelTasa iWÂ da gmoba sjulisa qristesisa. mZlavrebi-

saTÂs sparsTasa. da ese yoveli siyuarulsaTÂs qalisa warmoTqua~.28 

                                                            
28 qarTlis cxovreba. t. I, gv. 141. 
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arCilic daTanxmebula da, cxadia, mirdatis namdvili mama varaz-

bakuric am gadawyvetilebas mxars dauWerda, radgan man, marTlac, 

kargad uwyoda ras niSnavda sparselebTan dapirispireba. rogorc ukve 

iTqva pirvel jerze xelisuflebaSi mosuls, maTma Semosevam daatov-

ebina taxti da iZulebuli gaxada sakuTari mamulisaTvis anu xidaris-

Tvis Seefarebina Tavi. am TvaliT Tu SevxedavT, barzabodis qaliSvil-

ze qorwineba am periodis qarTuli diplomatiis miRwevadac ki SeiZ-

leba CaiTvalos. qveyanam Sahis adgilobriv didmoxelesTan danaTesave-

biT droebiT SeZlo iranis mxridan zewolis Sesusteba.  

7. 

mefe arCilis Sesaxeb informacias gvawvdis ori somxuri wya-

roc. esenia koriunis `mesrop maSTocis cxovreba~ da mose xorenelis 

`somxeTis istoria~.29 orive SemTxvevaSi arCili dasaxelebulia mes-

ropis qarTlSi meore vizitTan dakavSirebiT. savaraudod, mose xore-

neli damokidebulia koriunze. Amitom vilaparakeb mxolod am ukanas-

knelze. 

miTiTebulia, rom arCili yvelanairad xels uwyobda maSTocs. 

miTiTebulia, rom pirveli vizitisas mesrops bakur mefe daxvda qar-

Tlis taxtze, es igive `moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~ mefeTa siis bakur 

Trdatis Zea. meore vizitis dros – ki arCili (arZili). bakursa da 

arCils Soris, rogorc iTqva, `moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~ mixedviT kidev 

ori mefea: farsmani da mirdati. somxur wyaroSi maTi saxelebis arda-

fiqsireba, cxadia, qarTuli wyaros monacems eWvqveS ar ayenebs.  

arCilTan dakavSirebiT koriunTan dacul cnobas qarTveli is-

torikosebi xSirad farTod ar ganixilaven. amis mizezi maTi undob-

lobaa koriunis, rogorc avtorisadmi. rogorc cnobilia, koriuni mi-

uTiTebs mesropis mier anbanis Seqmnas ara marto somxebisaTvis, aramed 

albanelebisa da qarTvelebisaTvisac. ai, es cnoba qarTvel istoriko-

sebs miaCniaT aramarTebulad. zogi mas gviandel tendenciur interpo-

laciadac Tvlis. 

                                                            
29 movses xorenaci. somxeTis istoria. Zveli somxuridan Targmna, Sesavli da SeniSv-
nebi daurTo aleqsandre abdalaZem. Tb. 1984, gv. 231; Koryun. The life of Mashtots. http:/-
/armenianhouse.org/koryun/mashtots-en.html, Корюн. Житие Маштоца. http://www.vehi.net/is-
toriya/armenia/korun/intro.html Tavi meTvramete. 
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mec mimaCnia, rom es cnoba ar asaxavs qarTuli asomTavruli dam-

werlobis warmoSobis istorias. qarTuli asomTavruli damwerloba am 

droisaTvis karga xnis Seqmnili iyo. mxedvelobaSi maqvs, `qarTlis 

cxovrebaSi~ daculi calsaxa informacia mefe farnavazis dros qar-

Tuli mwignobrobis Seqmnis Sesaxeb30 da kidev is garemoeba, rom dRem-

de Cvenamde moRweuli asomTavruli aRbeWdilia warmarTuli msofl-

xedviT anu SeuZlebelia, is qristiani moRvawis Semoqmedebis nayofi 

iyos. aRniSnuli Tvalsazrisi mravali wlis win sakmaod vrclad maqvs 

gamoTqmuli31 da amitom aq aRar gavimeoreb.  

amave dros me ar vfiqrob, rom aRniSnuli cnoba gviandeli Ca-

narTia, an mesrop maSTocis moRvaweoba da misi vizitebi qarTlSi ga-

mogonili. es faqtebi amsaxvelia ara qarTuli asomTavrulis Seqmnis 

(rogor vTqvi, anbani am droisaTvis ukve arsebobda da gviandel peri-

odSi qarTuli anbanis warmoSobis Sesaxeb Tundac ramdenamde dasabu-

Tebuli Tvalsazrisi specialur literaturaSi me jer ar Semxved-

ria32), aramed im proeqtis ganxorcielebis cdebis, romelic miznad 

isaxavda kulturulad da politikurad erTiani samxreT kavkasiis Ca-

moyalibebas bizantiis egidiT. maSToci, aSkarad bizantiis mier iyo 

inspirirebuli. warmoudgenelia, rom Tavad somxebs maTi uaRresad Se-

Wirvebuli politikuri mdgomareobis gaTvaliswinebiT saerTokavkasiu-

ri kulturuli sivrcis Camoyalibebis ambiciebi hqonodaT. qarTli, 

sakmaod moqnil, xSirad somxeTTan araTanxvdenil politikas awarmoeb-

da, Tundac iranTan mimarTebaSi.  

                                                            
30 qarTlis cxovreba. t. I, gv. 26. 
31 m. CxartiSvili. `wigni pirveli~. Jurn.: `mnaTobi~. #5. 1988, gv. 147-149. m. Cxar-
tiSvili. qarTuli anbanis istoriidan. Jurn. `mnaTobi~. #6. 1989, gv. 169-173. 
32 im mkvlevarTa Soris, romlebic qarTul asomTavrul damwerlobas qristianul 
epoqaSi Seqmnilad miiCneven, Tanamedrove mkvlevarTagan SeiZleba davasaxeloT T. gamy-
reliZe da b. xurcilava. T. gamyreliZes es Tvalsazrisi araerT Tavis naSromSi aqvs 
gameorebuli. misi am Sexedulebis kritika mocemuli maqvs zemoT dasaxelebul Cems 
statiebSi. rac Seexeba b. xurcilavas naSroms (didi bakuri. qarTuli asomTavruli 
damwerlobis fuZemdebeli. Tb. 2003): miuxedavad imisa, rom es didtaniani wigni bevr 
sxvadasxva saxis masalas moicavs, masSi pasuxi ar aris gacemuli mTavar kiTxvebze: 
ratom unda uarvyoT qarTuli anbanis warmoSobis Sesaxeb `qarTlis cxovrebaSi~ da-
culi calsaxa informacia an ratom unda vivaraudoT misi Seqmna qristianobis xanaSi 
didi bakuris mier. 
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am droisaTvis Svidsaukunovani tradiciis mqone qarTuli anbani, 

miuxedavad imisa, rom is warmarTobis `cocxali naSTi~ iyo, qarTve-

lebs ideologiuri Tu politikuri mosazrebebiT ar CaunacvlebiaT 

mesropiseuli asoebiT. magram mesropis proeqtis arganxorcieleba ar 

niSnavs imas, rom qarTlSi mesrop maSToci ar yofila da rom is misi 

rangis moRvawis Sesabamisi pativiT ar iqna miRebuli qarTlis mesve-

urebis, maT Soris, arCilis mierac.  

bizantiisa da iranis dapirispirebis erT­erTi frontis xazi 

swored samxreT kavkasia iyo. orivesTvis didi mniSvneloba hqonda aqa-

uri saxelmwifoebis pozicias. iaraRis garda orive imperia iyenebda 

kulturul-ideologiur resurs. kavkasiuri erTianobis gamosaWedad 

bizantias gaaCnda qmediTi iaraRi qristianobis saxiT. problemas war-

moadgenda jer kidev Zlieri warmarTuli kultebis gavlena. es saSiSi 

iyo ara marto imitom, rom qristianobas upirispirdeboda, aramed im-

itomac, rom kavkasiis xalxebis erT platformaze gaerTianebis saSu-

alebas ar iZleoda. kavkasiis xalxebis inspirirebas bizantiuri kul-

turiT eswrafvoda bizantia. qarTuli sinamdvile amis bevr magaliTs 

iZleva. amis gamoxatuleba iyo Tundac qarTlis taxtis memkvidreebis 

garkveuli droiT bizantiaSi siymidanve gawveva, saimperatori karze 

maTi aRzrda, bizantiur kulturasTan maTi ziareba. iranic ar akleb-

da xels. rogorc statiis dasawyisSi moyvanili amonaridic cxadyofs, 

mogvebi daubrkoleblad saqmianobdnen mcxeTaSi, erT­erTi mTavarepis-

koposi, romelsac mobidans uwodebs `qarTlis cxovreba~ (radgan mema-

tiane xedavs rom sinamdvileSi is marTlac mobidani iyo anu mogvebis 

ufrosi), werda Turme sacdurebis wignebs. ver Seutyveso mefe ar-

Cilma da mirdatma. sinamdvileSi, vfiqrob, rom am dros qarTlis xe-

lisuflebas imis Zala ar Seswevda, rom SeemCnia es saqmianoba da sa-

Tanado zomebi mieRo. es mxolod mogvianebiT SeZlo mTavarepiskoposma 

miqaelma, romelmac mobidanis nawerebi sajarod dawva.33  

                                                            
33 `qarTlis cxovreba~ mogviTxrobs: `amis arCilis ze gardaicvalnes samni episkopos-
ni: iona, grigoli da basili. da basilisa Semdgomad amanve arCil dasua episkoposi, 
romelsa erqua mobidan. ese iyo naTesaviT sparsi da aCuenebda igi marTlmadidebloba-
sa. xolo iyo vinme mogB usjulo da SemSleli wesTa, da vera ugrZna arCil mefeman 
da Zeman misman usjuloeba mobidanisi, aramed hgonebdes morwmuned. da verca ganacxa-
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mesropis moRvaweoba probizantiuri iyo. qarTlSi is kargad mi-

iRes ara imitom, rom anbanTan dakavSirebiT misi proeqtis ganxorci-

elebas apirebdnen, aramed imitom, rom kavkasiis qristianuli qveynebis 

antiranuli koaliciisagan gamijvna ar surdaT, Tumc qarTlis poli-

tika Segnebulad orWofuli iyo da gulisxmobda reverensebs orive 

imperiis mimarT.  

8. 

amiT amoiwura wyaroebi, romlebic arCilis Sesaxeb gvaqvs da 

romlebic didi xania cnobilia specialistebisaTvis. me isini gansxva-

vebuli interpretaciiT warmovadgine da uklebliv yvela maTganis er-

TianobaSi gaazreba vcade. Sedegad, vfiqrob, rom aRga qarTuli gvian-

antikurobis saerTo suraTi da am fonze gamoikveTa arCil mefis me-

tad dasamaxsovrebeli saxe. 

magram arCilze da misi epoqis qarTlze saubari, vfiqrob, dam-

Tavrebulad ver CaiTvleba, Tu ramdenadme vrclad ar SevCerdebiT am 

mefis zeobaSi momxdar iseT faqtze, rogoric aris stefanwmindas mSe-

nebloba mcxeTaSi.  

rogorc TavSive mivuTiTe, es faqti erTaderTi pozitivia arCi-

lis zeobis `moqcevaO qarTlisaOseul~ reprezentaciaSi. im mZime viTa-

rebaSi, romelSic iyo qarTli arCilis dros, taZris mSenebloba Ta-

visTavad Zalian mniSvnelovani faqtia, magram man Cemi yuradReba gansa-

kuTrebiT imitom miipyro, rom arCilis zeobis epoqis kidev ufro 

Rrmad gaazrebis saSualebas iZleva. `moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~ cnoba ze-

moT ukve iyo moyvanili. `qarTlis cxovreba~ ramdenadme gansxvavebuli 

formulirebiT gvamcnobs wm.stefane pirvelmowamis taZris mSeneblo-

bas mcxeTaSi: `maSin arCil mefeman aRaSena eklesia stefan-wmidisa 

mcxeTas, karTa zeda aragÂsaTa, sada iyvnes koSkni mtkiceni sabrZolni, 

romelni mas-ve aReSennes~. anu es is faqtia arCilis zeobaSi, romel-

Tan dakavSirebiTac `moqcevaO qarTlisaOs~ da `qarTlis cxovrebas~ 

urTierTgamomricxveli informacia ara aqvT. marTalia, pirveli maTga-

                                                                                                                                                  
debda qadagebasa sjulisa misisasa SiSisagan mefisa da erisa, aramed farulad werda 
wignebsa yovlisa sacdurebisasa, romeli Semdgomad missa dawua yoveli werili misi 
WeSmaritman eposkoposman miqael, romeli ganikueTa kadrebisaTBs vaxtang mefisa~ 
(qarTlis cxovreba. t. I, gv. 142). 
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ni taZris mSeneblobas aznaurTa wamowyebad Tvlis, meore ki sakuTriv 

mefis iniciativad warmoaCens, magram is, rom stefanwminda mcxeTaSi 

swored am mefis dros aSenda, amasTan dakavSirebiT gansxvavebuli az-

ri ar aqvs am or wyaros.  

arCilis zeobas specialur literaturaSi sxvadasxvagvarad gan-

sazRraven. me vfiqrob, rom es unda iyos monakveTi V saukunis aTiani 

wlebis miwurulidan ocdaaTiani wlebis miwurulamde. anu mcxeTis 

stefanwmindis aSenebis dro esaa. swored aRniSnuli qronologiaa gan-

sakuTrebiT fiqris aRmZvreli: TviT ierusalimSic ki wminda stefanes 

saxelobis eklesiis mSenebloba 438 wliT TariRdeba. mcxeTis stefan-

wminda, amgvarad, am wmindanis saxelobis erT-erTi yvelaze adreuli 

eklesia iyo mTels saqristianoSi.  

wminda stefane qristianuli eklesiis sruliad gansakuTrebuli 

figuraa. is aris pirvelmowame, misi martvilobis istoria aRwerilia 

`saqmeni mociqulTaSi~ (6, 7 Tavebi). aq gadmocemuli faqtebi Semdegia: 

stefane diakoni moRvaweobda ierusalimSi I saukuneSi, is iudevelebs 

aswavlida qristes rjuls. aman aRaSfoTa iudevelTa religiuri xe-

lisufleba da is RmerTis da moses sjulis gmobis braldebiT war-

dgenil iqna gansasjelad sinedrionze. stefanes Tavis marTleba arc 

ucdia, aramed Tavisi sityva gamoiyena imisaTvis, rom vrclad warmo-

edgina sakuTari Tvalsazrisi iudevelTa istoriaze. mis sityvebs iqve 

myofi brbo drtvinviT xvdeboda; brbos aRSfoTebam apogeas miaRwia, 

maSin, roca stefanem Tqva, rom iudevelTa mier nawameb qristes Rmer-

Tis gverdiT mdgoms xedavs zecaSi. gaveSebuli msmenelebi yurebs ix-

Sobdnen, rom es ar gaegonaT. sabolood moTminebadakargulebma stefa-

ne Caqoles. es epizodi, garda imisa, rom aRwers qristes mowameobis-

aTvis pirvelad daRvrili sisxlis istorias, sainteresoa imiTac, rom 

warmoaCens momaval pavle mociquls, maSin jer kidev Wabuk savles, 

romelic, marTalia, uSualod ar monawileobda stefane diakonis Ca-

qolvaSi, magram CamqolavT ki guliT TanaugrZnobda: Camqolavebma imis-

aTvis, rom TavianTi avi saqmis keTebaSi xeli ar SeSlodaT, zeda ta-

nisamosi gaixades. swored am nivTebs darajobda savle da ucqerda Ca-

qolvis sastik scenas. marTalia, romauli samarTliT, Caqolva akrZa-

luli iyo, magram stefanes gamo pasuxi aravisTvis mouTxoviaT. ste-
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fanes mkvleloba, etyoba, warmoCinda ara rogorc sinedrionis gadaw-

yvetilebis safuZvelze Cadenili qmedeba, aramed afeqtis mdgomareoba-

Si myofi brbos angariSsworeba. saocari dramatizmiT savse es epizo-

di bevri cnobili xelovanis inspiraciis wyarod iqca, magaliTad, Se-

iZleba gavixsenoT rembrantis tilo `wminda stefanes Caqolva~. 

wminda stefanes kulti arsebobs rogorc aRmosavlur, ise da-

savlur qristianobaSi. da yvela qristianul qveyanaSi aris misi saxe-

lobis taZrebi. sruliad bunebrivia, rom saqarTvelos religiur cen-

trSi wm. stefanes saxelobis taZari augiaT.  

magram ganskuTrebiT sainteresoa, viTareba, roca es eklesia aaS-

enes. K gavimeoreb ukve naTqvams: mefe arCilis winamorbedi mefe mirda-

ti sparselebs wauyvaniaT da iq momkvdara, savaraudod, ara Tavisi bu-

nebrivi sikvdiliT. qarTlis pirveli eklesia anu `quemoÁ eklesia~ – 

cxoveli svetis davanebis adgili – daqceula. veRar aRudgeniaT amit-

om sveti gadaubrZanebiaT gareubnis eklesiaSi. anu igive `zemoO ekle-

siaSi~, mermindel samTavroSi. mTavarepiskoposis rezidenciac swored 

es anu gareubnis eklesia gamxdara. sityva `gardacvaleba~ episkoposeb-

Tan dakavSirebul winadadebaSi aSkarad niSnavs `Secvlas~, Tumc, cxa-

dia, arc isaa gamoricxuli, rom Secvla gardacvalebis gamo momxda-

riyo. aRniSnuli faqti (erTi mefis zeobis periodSi oTxi mTavarepis-

kiposis Secvla) arastabiluri viTarebis amsaxvelia, rac, cxadia, ir-

anis politikuri zewoliT iyo gamowveuli. am varaudis sasargeblod 

metyvelebs jer erTi, is faqti, rom mogvTa saqmianoba sruliad Seuz-

Rudavia; meore, niSandoblivia arCilis momdevno mefis – mirdatis – 

dros aRsaydrebuli glonoqor mTavarepiqsoposis vinaobac: is mTava-

repikoposobas Turme `uTavsebda~ iranis Sahis moxeleobas (erisTavo-

bas) qarTlsa da hereTSi. es faqti kargad aCvenebs ra surdaT qar-

Tlis eklesiis mwyemsmTavrebisagan iranelebs: is maT srul daqvemdeba-

rebaSi myofi pirovneba unda yofiliyo. amitomac icvlebodnen Cans, 

qarTlis eklesiis mesveurebi ase xSirad. 

ai, yovelive amis gaTvaliswinebiT ismis kiTxva: ratom maincdama-

inc am wmindanis saxelobis eklesiis mSeneblobisaTvis moukidiaT xe-

li qarTvelebs maTTvis am gausaZlis epoqaSi? Tu im fragmentis mi-

xedviT vimsjelebT, romelic aRniSnuli eklesiisagan dRemdea Semor-
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Cenili, es yofila maRalxarisxovani, im droisaTvis sakmaod didi zo-

mis, Senoba. 

Tu ki aseTi mSeneblobisaTvis saWiro saxsrebi da SesaZlebloba 

hqondaT, ratom ar aRadgines, pirvel rigSi, daqceuli `quemoO ekle-

sia~, romelic qarTlSi pirveli eklesia iyo da metic: qarTlis moq-

cevis axlo xanebSi Seqmnili mesianuri ideologiis34 mixedviT, msof-

lios sakraluri centris damafiqsirebeli nagebobac.  

mokled, imis Tqma minda, rom aRniSnul viTarebaSi I saukuneSi 

palestinaSi moRvawe wmindanis saxelobis eklesiis ageba mcxeTaSi 

garkveulad araordinaluri movlenaa. zogadad wminda stefanes Tayva-

niscemis garda es qmedeba usaTuod gulisxmobs raRac damatebiT, mSe-

neblobis iniciatorTaTvis uaRresi mxneobis momniWebel, motivacias. 

ra SeiZleboda yofiliyo es? 

am kiTxvaze pasuxis gacemaSi dagvexmareba zogadqristianuli 

konteqsti. saqme isaa, rom marTalia, wminda stefane I saukuneSi aRes-

rula, man rogorc wmindanma Tavisi sazogadoebrivi `rolis~ Sesru-

leba daiwyo V saukunidan, roca saswaulebriv aRmoCnda misi wminda 

nawilebi. saeklesio tradiciiT, es moxda 415 wels: ierusalimel sa-

suliero pirebs CvenebaSi emcnoT stefanes (da ramdenime sxva qristi-

anis) dakrZalvis adgili. am Cvenebis mixedviT ipoves es neStebi. mxo-

lod Zvlebi iyo darCenili da, agreTve, is qvebi, romliTac stefane 

Caqoles. mcire nawili datoves adgilze, umetesi ki waasvenes da da-

abrZanes ierusalimis sionis taZarSi.  

sazogadod, wminda nawilebisadmi qristianebis interesi sakmaod 

adreuli periodidan, I saukunidan, iwyeba.35 wminda nawilis floba 

niSnavda RvTaebasTan met siaxloves, met daculobas, met Zalas, ro-

gor individis, ise mTeli koleqtivisaTvis. amitom qristianebi cdi-

lobdnen yovelnairi gziT maT mopovebas. VI saukunisaTvis sakmaod 

did masStabebs miaRwia wminda nawilebis mopovebiT gatacebam da pi-

ligrimobam maTi Senaxvis adgilebis mosanaxuleblad. prestiJis da 

                                                            
34 m. CxartiSvili. qarTuli eTnie religiuri moqcevis epoqaSi. Tb. 2009. 
35 Veronica Fitzpatrick.Finding the Midde Ages in the Twenty-First Century.A Quick Introducti-
on to the the Medieval Cult of Relics. http://veronicafitzpatrick.com/a-quick-introduction-to-the-
medieval-cult-of-relics/. 
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urTierTqiSpis saganic ki iyo.36 V saukuneSi am interesis gaRivebas 

xeli Seuwyo swored wm. stefane pirvelmowamis nawilebis aRmoCenam. 

SeiZleba ufro swori iyos Sebrunebulad iTqvas: wmindanebisa da 

wmindanTa nawilebisadmi gansakuTrebulma sazogadoebrivma interesma 

ganapiroba es aRmoCena. aRniSnuli faqti da saswaulebi, romelsac es 

nawilebi axdendnen, maSinve moeqca mTeli saqristianos yuradRebis 

centrSi. am periodSi moRvawe cnobili qristiani Teologi netari av-

gustine (354-430) Tavis `RvTis qalaqSi~ (wigni 22, Tavi 8)37 did ad-

gils uTmobs wminda stefanes nawilebis mier moxdenil saswaulebs. 

aTeuli saswauli mohyavs magaliTad da mkiTxvels ebodiSeba, rom ki-

dev bevri icis da ver axerxebs dafiqsirebas. netari avgustine asab-

uTebs wmindanebisa da maTi nawilebis mniSvnelobas adamianTa xsnis 

saqmeSi. anu V saukunis I naxevari aris ara mxolod sazogadoebriv 

cxovrebaSi wmindanebis da maTi nawilebis Tu relikviebis `praqtiku-

liad~ gamoyenebis periodi, aramed am sakiTxis ase vTqvaT, Teoriulad 

dasafuZvlebis droc. 

wm. stefanes nawilebis istoriis gadmocema sakmaod rTulia. 

radgan xSirad erTmaneTSi ireva sxvadasxva gadmocemebi. am gadmoceme-

bis arseboba TavisTavad saintereso faqtia, rac nawilebis did `soci-

alur wonaze~ metyvelebs. imisaTvis, rom mkiTxvels zogadi STabeWdi-

leba Seeqmnes erT versias mivyvebi, romlis mixedviTac ierusalimis 

sionSi nawilebi esvena manam, vidre romaeli dedoflis evdokias mier 

agebul wminda stefanes taZarSi ar gadaabrZanes 438 wels. 439 wels 

konstantinepolSi dabrunebul evdokias Tan hqonda agreTve nawili, 

romelic misca mis muls – pulqerias. pulqeriam is daabrZana wm. 

lavrentis taZarSi da saimperatoro sasaxleSi wminda stefanes salo-

                                                            
36 wminda nawilebis Sesaxeb arsebuli mravalricxovani literaturidan davasaxeleb 
mxolod ramdenimes: W. Bonser. The Cult of Relics in the Middle Ages. Folklore 73. no. 4, 
1962; P. Brown. The Cult of the Saints: Its Rise and Function in Latin Christianity. Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press. 1981; H. A. Klein. Eastern Objects and Western Desires: Relics and 
Reliquaries between Byzantium and the West. Dumbarton Oaks Papers. Vol. 58. 2004, gv. 283-
314; D. Krueger. The Religion of Relics in Late Antiquity and Byzantium, in: Treasures of Hea-
ven: Saints, Relics, and Devotion in Medieval Europe, ed. Martina Bagnoli et. al. New Haven: 
Yale University Press. 2010; 
37 teqsti inglisur enaze xelmisawvdomia Semdeg misamarTze: http://www.newadvent.org/ 
fathers/120122.htm. 
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cavi Seqmna. arsebobs gadmocema, romlis mixedviTac am nawilebs kon-

stantinopolamde ufro adre, kerZod, 421 wlisaTvis unda mieRwia 

magram zogi mkvlevari varaudobs, rom es cnoba SeTxzulia, radgan am 

gziT evdokias prioriteti am nawilebTan mimarTebaSi aRar ikveTeboda. 

SesaZloa, es gadmocema SeTxzes pulqerias momxreebma, imisaTvis, raTa 

misi Rvawli warmoeCinaT. es ori maRali wris qalbatoni, rogorc 

iTqva, rZal-muli, erTmaneTs ecileboda gavlenas saimperatoro karze. 

am SemTxvevaSi Cemi yuradReba miiqcia gadmocemaSi dafiqsirebulma Ta-

riRmac: 422 wels daqorwindnen Teodosi mcire da evdokia. gadmocema-

Si ki nawilebis konstantinopolSi miRwevis drod 421 welia miTiTe-

buli. anu es is droa, roca evdokia jer kidev ar iyo samefo ojaxis 

wevri. Sesabamisad, evdokias pretenziebi am nawilebTan mimarTebaSi, am 

gadmocemis avtorTa azriT, gamoricxulia. dedofal evdokias ki rom 

am mxriv seriozuli pretenziebi, marTlac, hqonda, es kargad Cans ara 

marto mis mier wminda stefanes taZris mSeneblobiT ierusalimSi, ar-

amed imiTac, rom gardacvalebis mere (misive surviliT, cxadia), is 

swored am taZarSi dakrZales.  

mokled, wm stefanes nawilebis `mogzaurobis~, adgilsamyofelis 

Sesaxeb mravali versia arsebobs.38 amis detaluri gadmocema da am 

versiebs Soris istoriuli sinamdvilis amsaxveli versiis dadgena am-

jerad CvenTvis ar aris mTavari. mTavari isaa, rasac es istoriebi aC-

venebs: V saukuneSi arsebobda sazogadod nawilebisadmi da wmindanebi-

sadmi didi interesi, gansakuTrebiT cxoveli Cans es interesi wm. ste-

fanes nawilebis mimarT imis gamo, rom maTi aRmoCenis faqti am adamia-

nebis Tanadrouli iyo. amgvarad, marTalia, wm. stefane aris I saukune-

Si moRvawe pirovneba, magram misi Rvawli mTeli saqristianos masSta-

                                                            
38 V. Shalev-Hurvitz. Holy Sites Encircled. The Early Byzantine Concentric Churches of Jerusa-
lem. Oxford University Press. 2015, gv. 84; J. Wortley. The Trier Ivory Reconsidered. Greek, Ro-
man, and Byzantine Studies. Vol. 21. No 4. 1980, gv. 381-394 (http://grbs.library.duke.edu/artic-
le/view/6791/5057); C. Mango. A Fake Inscription of the Empress Eudocia and Pulcheria’s Relic 
of Saint Stephen. http://nea-rhome.uniroma2.it/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/nr01_mango.pdf; E. 
A. Clark. Claims on the Bones of SainT Stephen: The Partisans of Melania and Eudocia. Church 
History. 52. 2. 1982, gv. 141-156; H. A. Klein. Sacred Relics and Imperial Ceremonies at the 
Great Palace of Constantinople. F. A. Bauer (Hrsg.). Visualisierungen von Herrschaf t. BYZAS 5. 
2006, gv. 79-99.  
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biT rezonasuli gaxda mxolod V saukunis aTiani wlebidan. am droi-

dan biologiurad karga xnis gardacvlili stefane iwyebs sicocxles, 

rogorc wmindani. es ki swored is droa, roca `moqcevaO qarTlisaO~ 

gvamcnobs mcxeTaSi am wmindanis saxelobis eklesiis mSeneblobas.  

ra Tqma unda, damTxveva droSi, ar SeiZleba iyos SemTxveviTi. es 

saqristianos centrSi mimdinare movlenebis eqoa qarTlis dedaqalaqSi. 

magram mizezi, romelic am saqmes gadaudebels gaxdida, SeiZleba 

iyos mxolod is, rom am dros qarTvelebma SeZles aRniSnuli wminda-

nis romeliRac mniSvnelovani nawilis (an kontaqturi relikviis, maga-

liTad, qvebis, romelic am wmindanis gamosaxvisas xSirad gvxdeba da 

erTgvarad misi simboloa) mopoveba. rogorc iTqva, qristianuli 

TvalTaxedviT eklesiis statuss didad gansazRravs swored is Tu ra 

mniSvnelobis wminda nawilebs an reliqviebs flobs is. es dRemde as-

ea. miTumetes, V saukuneSi gansakuTrebiT intensiuri unda yofiliyo 

es gancda: wmindanTa nawilebs da relikviebs, rogorc iTqva, ganxilav-

dnen eklesiasa da mTeli qveyanis damcvelad. amitom, vfiqrob, rom 

qarTlis mesveurebisaTvis Zalian aqtualuri unda yofiliyo axladga-

movlenili nawilebis mopoveba. da raxan eklesiis mSenebloba wamoiw-

yes, es niSnavs, rom kidevac SeZles wm. stefanes romelime mniSvnelo-

vani nawilis an kontaqturi relikviis mopoveba. 

wyaroebiT kargad dasturdeba qarTveli mmarTveli wreebis dain-

tereseba wminda nawilebis mopovebiT. rogorc irkveva, petre iberis 

mama varaz-bakuri amisaTvis sagangebod zrunavda. ai, ras vkiTxulobT 

petres qarTulenovan `cxovrebaSi~: `xolo maT JamTa iwamnes mowameni 

sparseTs. xolo qristaneTa maT, romelni iyvnen mun, warmogzavnes na-

wilni igi wmidaTani winaSe mefisa varaz­bakurisa~.39  

iseTi STabeWdilebaa, rom varaz-bakurs Sepirebuli hyavda xalxi 

da maTac mouxerxes da nawilebi gamougzavnes. zogjer am nawilebs 

qristianebi ubralod Cuqnidnen erTmaneTs. aseve iqceodnen eklesiebic. 

magram iyo maTi yidvis SemTxvevebic. Cven ar viciT ra safasuri gaiRo 

varaz-bakurma. magram axla es araa mTavari. mTavaria, rom is amaze sa-

gangebod zrunavda.  

                                                            
39 Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli literaturis Zeglebi. w. II, gv. 220. 
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aRniSnulma nawilebma petres cxovrebaSi gansakuTrebuli roli 

iTamaSes. isini mas mouSoreblad hqonda. konstatinopolSi wasvlisas 

Tan waiRo, mere ki ierusalimSic waitana. hagiografis miTiTebiT, pet-

res azriT, sasaxlidan gaparvis warmateba swored imiT iyo ganpirobe-

buli, rom es nawilebi miuZRodnen mas da mis TanamoRawes ioane lazs. 

wmindanTa nawilebis aseTi `CarTuloba~ petres moqmedebebSi, detalu-

rad aris gaSuqebuli mis rogorc qarTulenovan, ise asurulenovan 

`cxovrebebSi~. biografis sityviT, petres im himnis melodiac xsome-

bia, romelsac es nawilebi gaqceulebis gasamxneveblad gamoscemdnen.40  

es faqtebi imis dasturia, rom arCilisa da varaz-bakuris Tana-

mefobis dros qarTlis mmarTveli wreebi wmindanTa nawilebiT sagange-

bod interesdebodnen. isini aSkarad cdilobdnen swored iseTi atmos-

fero SeeqmnaT samefo karze, rogoric iyo konstantinopolSi.  

magram es iribad miuTiTebs, rom isini wm. stefanes nawilebis 

mopovebiT gansakuTrebiT iqnebodnen dainteresebulni. rogorc vTqvi, 

arCilisa da varaz­bakuris zeoba swored im dros emTxveva, roca 

mTels saqristianoSi wm. stefanes nawilebis mopoveba uaRresad aqtu-

aluri gaxda. kiTxva ismis ase: hqondaT ki imdroindeli qarTlis mes-

veurebs, kerZod, arCilsa da varaz­bakurs raime Sansi moepovebinaT wm. 

stefanes nawilebi? es ar iyo ioli, bizantiaSi didi poziciis mqone 

pirovnebebic ver axerxebdnen amas, radgan, rogorc vTqvi, wmindanis na-

wilis floba gulisxmobda Zalmosilebas, Tanac zebunebrivs. 

da mainc zemoT dasmul kiTxvas me dadebiTad vupasuxeb. diax, 

qarTvelebs hqondaT amgvari Sansi da es ukavSirdeboda mefe arCilis 

da misi TanammarTvelis ojaxis wevrs – petre ibers.  

mkiTxvelisaTvis rom naTeli gaxdes ras vgulisxmob, warmovad-

gen erT epizods petres `cxovrebis~ asurulenovani versiidan. sityva 

exeba 438 wels. am dros petre ukve ierusalimSia. es weli imiT aris 

gamorCeuli, rom dedofali evdokia estumra ierusalims. petrec da 

evdokiac, rogorc aRniSnulia specialur literaturaSi, didgvaro-

vanma morwmune qalma melaniam (wm. melania, melania umcrosi) aRZra 

                                                            
40 georgika. bizantieli mwerlebis cnobebi saqarTvelos Sesaxeb. t. II, gv. 261. Sdr. 
Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli literaturis Zeglebi. w. II, gv. 224-225. 
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ierusalimSi wasasvlelad. evdokia, miCneulia, rom moRvaweobda ro-

gorc meore elene dedofali, da didi Zalisxmeva moandoma qristianu-

li ierusalimis ganviTarebas. man Rvawli dasdi eklesiebis mowyobis 

saqmes, wm. stefane eklesiis mSenebloba swored mis saxels ukavSir-

deba. am eklesiis kurTxevis ceremonialis Casatareblad evdokiam spe-

cialurad miiwvia kirile aleqsandrieli. kurTxeva Catarda 438 wels 

15 marts. am dros wmindanis nawilebi daasvenes eklesiaSi. cxadia, sa-

fuZveli gvaqvs vifiqroT, rom petre ar daakldeboda misi gamzrdeli 

dedoflis mier inicirebul am RonisZiebas. am azrs kidev ufro mim-

tkicebs is faqti, romelic Semdgom moxda. kurTxevidan meore dRes, 

melaniam kirile ierusalimeli miiwvia mis mier agebul martiriumSi, 

sadac daasvenes sxvadasxva wmindanTa nawilebi, maT Soris, wm. stefa-

nes nawilebi da, rac gansakuTrebiT sainteresoa, im sparsel wmindan-

Ta nawilebic, romlebic petrem Camoitana samSoblodan.41 anu petres 

aq yofna da misi uSualo kontaqti rogorc wm.stefanes nawilebTan, 

ise im qalbatonebTan (vgulisxmob melaniasa da evdokias), romelTac 

msoflioSi yvelaze metad miuwvdebodaT wm. stefanes nawilebze xeli, 

kidev ufro aSkara xdeba. 

amitom vfiqrob, rom petres unda eTxova romelime am qalbato-

nisaTvis wm.stefanes nawili da mieRo kidec is mSobliuri qveynis ek-

lesiisaTvis. cnobilia, orive am qalbatonis didi keTilganwyoba pet-

resadmi da isic, amgvar saqmeSi petre ragvar `praqtikulobas~ iCenda. 

magaliTad, petres asurulenovan `cxovrebaSi~ aRwerilia mis mier 

namdvili jvris anu Zeli cxorebisaOs nawilis mopovebis istoria. ma-

Sin jer kidev konstantinopolSi iyo, roca es relikvia moipova ier-

usalimeli sasulieri pirebisagan.42 

ase rom, petre iberi namdvilad SeiZleba iqnes miCneuli im pi-

rovnebad, romelmac qarTlisaTvis wm.stefanes romelime nawili moip-

ova. am SemTxvevaSi misi damxmare, vfiqrob, rom mainc ufro dedofali 

evdokia unda yofiliyo, radgan nawilis petresaTvis mcxeTaSi warmo-

                                                            
41 C. B. Horn. Asceticism and Christological Controversy in Fifth- Century Palestine. The Career 
of Peter the Iberian, gv. 75-76. 
42 H. A. Klein. Sacred Relics and Imperial Ceremonies at the Great Palace of Constantinople. gv. 
85. 
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sagzavnad micema ar unda gavigoT rogorc mxolod pirovnuli keTil-

ganwyobis gamoxatuleba, Tumc am faqtoris, gamoricxva, cxadia, arav-

iTar SemTxvevaSi ar SeiZleba. saqme isaa, rom qarTlisa da bizantiis 

urTierTobebSi amgvari tradicia jer kidev qarTlis moqcevis droid-

an arsebobda. swored maSin qarTlma bizantiisagan miiRo uZvirfasesi 

relikviebi: `Zeli cxorebisaO~43 `fexis ficarni macxovrisaO~, da 

`samsWualni~.44 pirveli, piradad wm.ninosaTvis iyo warmogzavnili, 

magram bolo ori eklesiaTa dafuZnebisaTvis. 

ai, amitom mgonia, rom mcxeTis stefanwminda garkveulad ukav-

Sirdeba petre ibers da mis mier mopovebul wm.stefanes nawils.45 ar-

Cili, rogorc mkiTxvels axsovs, iyo petres papa (papis Zma). petres 

asurulenovan `cxovrebaSi~ SemorCenilia nawyveti arCilis werilidan 

petresadmi. am werilidan Cans, rogor eimedeba ierusalimSi myofi 

petre arCils.46 zemoTqmulis gaTvaliswinebiT, vfiqrob, sruliadac 

ara tyuilad. mSobliuri qveynisaTvis wminda pirvelmowamis nawilis 

mopoveba ar iyo ubralo saqme. 

amgvarad, stefanwminda mcxeTaSi, Cans, iyo ara marto erT-erTi 

yevlaze adrindeli eklesia saqarTveloSi, aramed gansakuTrebuli 

siwmindis safuZvelze aRmocenebuli sakulto kerac. miuxedavad imisa, 

                                                            
43 Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli literaturis Zeglebi. t. I, gv. 86. 
44 Zveli qarTuli agiografiuli literaturis Zeglebi. t. I, gv. 86-87. 
45 am SemTxvevaSi argumentad ver moviSveliebT, Tumc TavisTavad sainteresoa gadmoce-
mebi saqarTveloSi wm. stefanes relikviebisa da nawilebis arsebobis Sesaxeb: magali-
Tad, arsebobs tradicia, rom mcxeTis stefanwmindas kedlebSi misi mokvdinebis qvebi 
iqna CaSenebuli. urbnisis stefanwmindaSi adgilobrivi sasuliero pirebi dRemde aCve-
neben im qvebis grovas, romliTac Caqoles stefane. minda madlierebiT aRvniSno, rom es 
ukanaskneli cnoba momawoda kolegam, istoriis doqtorma daviT merkvilaZem; rac 
Seexeba pirvels, is momawoda Cemma erT-erTma studentma, roca leqciaze am sakiTxze 
vsaubrobdi. samwuxarod, misi saxeli da gvari ar CaminiSnavs, magram madloba, cxadia, 
masac. urbnisSi wm. stefanes nawilis arsebobis Sesaxeb saubroben iqauri sasulieri pirebi, 
miuTiTeben, rom taZarSi inaxeba stefane nawilebiani xati. http://www.goga.tv/78745-
urbnisis-stefane-pirvelmowamis-tazarshi-saswaulebi-dremde-aresruleba.html. samTavros dedaTa 
monastris xatSi CabrZanebulia ocdaerTi wmindanis wminda nawili, maT Soris, wminda 
stefanesi.  
46 `viTarca weril ars: netar ars kaci, romelsac Tesli sionSi aqvs da saxlis Svi-
lebi ierusalimSi – rogorc Cven gvyavxar, amitom gTxov, Svilo Cemo, iloco CemT-
vis, raTa Seni locvebis wyalobiT vpovo mowyaleoba~ (georgika. bizantieli mwerle-
bis cnobebi saqarTvelos Sesaxeb. t. II, gv. 252). 
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rom stefanwminda ar warmoadgenda arc sakaTalikoso, arc samTavare-

piskoposo rezidencias, igi ganagrZobda arsebobas da mniSvnelovan 

funqciasac asrulebda saukuneebis manZilze. 

wminda stefane uaRresad popularuli wmindani Cans saqarTvelo-

Si.47 sainteresoa, rom igi qarTlis meore da meoTxe erismTavrebis – 

stefanoz pirvelisa da stefanoz meoris saxelis wmindania. stefanoz 

meores specialuri krebac ki dauwesebia wminda stefane mosaxsenebe-

li. ai, rogor gadmogvcems am faqts `qarTlis cxovreba~. 

`ese stefanoz iyo umetes yovelTa qarTlis mefeTa da mTavarTa 

morwmune da ganmwmedeli sjulisa, maSenebeli eklesiaTa. da man moad-

gna zRudeni eklesiasa juarisa patiosnisasa, da aRaSenna darbazni, da 

dauwera kreba yovelTa paraskevTa, da mun Sekrbian yovelni episkopos-

ni da mRdelni mis adgilisa da arisani kaTalikosis Tana, winaSe pa-

tiosnisa juarisa; adidian paraskevi, viTarca didi paraskevi xolo 

sakaTalikososa arian krebani yovelTa xuTSabaTTa da adidian wmida 

sioni, viTarca didsa xuTSabaTsa, saidumlosa Tana OÃorciTa da sis-

xliTa qristesiTa. xolo mcxeTas saepiskopososa arn yovelTa samSa-

baTTa kreba da OÃseneba pirvel-mowamisa stefanesi da yovelTa mowa-

meTa, didisa misgan Zlierebisa sparsTasa romel wamebul iyvnes, da 

abibos nekresel episkoposisa, romelman moaqcivna umravlesni mTeulni 

aragusa aRmosavliTni. xolo patiosani guami misi dadves mcxeTas, sa-

episkopososa, samarxavsa episkoposTasa. da dResaswaulsa missa ufros 

yovelTa dResaswaulTasa Sekrbian da adidebdian RmerTsa~.48  

jvris taZris samxreT fasadze aris wm stefane arqidiakonis re-

liefuri gamosaxuleba. saxe, samwuxarod, mTlianad warxocilia, Tumc 

Zalian kargad aris SemorCenli misi tanisamosi. warwerac axlavs: 

`wmindao stefane qobul stefanozi Seiwyale~.49 bolo sityva daqa-

ragmebulia da zogi aq sakariskaci titulis (stratilati ,strate-

gosi, siklitozi) amokiTxvas miiCnevs SesaZleblad, magram albaT ma-

                                                            
47 ix. l. xaCiZe. stefane pirvelmowame da qarTuli qristianuli kultura. Jurn.: `qarTve-
lologi~. 2016. #26 http://kartvelologybooks.tsu.ge/uploads/book/lela-khachidze-Georgian.pdf. 
48 qarTlis cxovreba. t. I, gv. 228-229. 
49 qarTuli warwerebis korpusi. t. I. aRmosavleT da samxreT saqarTvelo (V-Xss). 
Seadgina da gamosacemad moamzada n. SoSiaSvilma. Tb. 1980, gv. 160. 
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inc ufro marTebulia aq sakuTari saxelis – stefanozis amokiTxva. 

radgan am qobulis vedreba mimarTulia wm. stefanesadmi. pirvelmowame 

misi saxelis wmindania.  

aRniSnuli faqtebi maCvenebelia wm. stefane pirvelmowamis mniS-

vnelovani adgilisa qarTlis religiur cxovrebaSi arCilis momdevno 

epoqebSi, rac am gansakuTrebuli istoriis mqone eklesiiTac unda yo-

filiyo ganpirobebuli. 

9. 

TavisTavad ase adreul epoqaSi wm. stefanes saxelobis taZris 

mcxeTaSi ageba didi movlenaa, radgan is kargad aCvenebs qarTuli ek-

lesiis umWidroes kavSirs danarCen saqristianosTan. amasTan isic 

mniSnelovania, rom marTalia, fragmentulad, magram mainc. es eklesia 

dRemde SemorCenilia, maSin, roca misi Tanadrouli eklesia ierusal-

imSi, aRar arsebobs.  

amJamad arqiteqturuli TvalsazrisiT mcxeTis stefanwminda Za-

lian ucnaur nagebobas warmoadgens. aSkaraa, rom misi aseTi saxe da-

fuZnebis droindeli araa. Tavdapirveli eklesiis naSTi unda iyos 

samnaviani bazilikis CrdiloeTis navi, romelsac sami kedeli aqvs. es 

kedlebi, swori kvadrebiT aris naSeni. amave qviT aris nagebi karibWe 

mcire galereiT. am erTaderTi navis meoTxe kedeli (kedlis adgilas 

Tavis droze meore navSi gamavali are iyo), nagebia riyis qviTa da ag-

uriT. karibWe orsarTuliania. pirvel sarTuls adgas gviani Sua sa-

ukuneebis epoqis TavdacviTi nageboba, romelic qmnis meore sarTuls. 

eklesiis gviandeli samxreT kedeli da koSki nagebia natexi qviT, ri-

yis qviTa da aguriT. ganirCeva, agreTve, Tavdapirveli bazilikis sa-

fuZvlis nawilic, romelic gviCvenebs, rom Tavidan Senobas hqonda Se-

sabamissi epoqisaTvis sakmaod STambeWdavi zomebi. karibWis galereas 

Tavdapirveli adgili es ar unda yofiliyo, Tumc Tavad es galerea 

uZvelesi Senobis nawili Cans. is miagavs bolnisis sionis mcire gale-

reas. rogorc iTqva, `moqcevaO qarTlisaOSi~ gvaqvs sruliad calsaxa 

cnobas imis Taobaze, rom bolnisis sioni aigo bakur Trdatis Zis ze-

obaSi anu V saukunis aTian wlebSi. am bakuris zeoba sul ramdenime 

wliT uswrebs arCilis zeobas. amgvarad, bolnisis sioni da mcxeTis 

stefanwminda TiTqmis erTi drois Zeglebia da, SesaZloa, erTi da im-
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ave arqiteqtoris mier Seqmnilnic. yovel SemTxvevaSi erTi da imave 

dizainiT rom iyvnen nagebni, moulodneli sulac araa.  

taZris zRurblSi aRmoCenilia qva warweriT, romelSic moixse-

nieba avrelios aqolisi. es qva aRmoCnda taZarSi Catarebuli sares-

tavracio samuSaoebis dros. es avrelios aqolisi warweris mcxeTaSi 

aRmoCenis meore SemTxvevaa. misi epitafia 1938 wels aRmoCnda samTav-

ros ezoSi. mas IV saukunis moRvawed miiCneven am warweris mixedviT. 

arasworia taZris mSeneblobis avrelios aqolisiis moRvaweobis wle-

bis mixedviT daTariReba, ramdenadac zRrublSi Catanebuli qva aSka-

rad meoradi gamoyenebisaa. avrelios aqolosis warweriani qvac da 

sxva mravali faqtic aCvenebs, rom amJamindeli nageboba Sekowiwebulia 

sxvadasxva drois Senobebis fragmentebisagan. 

`qarTlis cxovrebis~ mixedviT, aq ukve arCilis dros aigo Tav-

dacviTi nagebobani. Cemi azriT, aq saubaria swored im karze, romel-

sac am adgilas varaudobs g. yifiani. misi miTiTebiT, mcxeTas sami ka-

ri hqonda. erTi aRmosavleTisa anu aragvis kari iyo swored aq.50 im 

mizeziT, rom karTan ase axlos iyo da mtris samiznes warnmoadgenda, 

eklesia uwyalod dazianda da amitomac gvaqvs dRes SemorCenili ase 

fragmentulad.  

sabWoTa periodSi es eklesia sruliad uyuradRebod iyo mitove-

buli. dRes igi movlilia. XX saukunis oTxmocdaaTian wlebSi, `gaer-

Tianebuli qarTuli bankis~ qvelmoqmedebiT, Seilesa da moixata taZ-

ris interieri (xatmweri irakli cincaZe), SemoizRuda ezo, aigo sac-

xovrebeli saxli. 2002 wels, uwmidesisa da unetaresis, sruliad sa-

qarTvelos kaTolikos-patriarqis, ilia II-is locva-kurTxeviT, ste-

fanwmidis taZari gadaeca samTavros wminda ninos dedaTa monasters. 

amave wels, monastris winamZRvris, iRumenia qeTevanis da moZRvris, 

arqimandrit miqaelis ZalisxmeviT, dafuZnda wminda stefane pirvelmo-

wamis dedaTa monasteri.51 

miuxedavad imisa, rom sveticxovelTan Zalian axlos aris, wmin-

da stefanes eklesia TvalTaxedvidan rogorRac mimalulia da bevrma 

                                                            
50 g. yifiani. wmida nino da Zveli saqarTvelos dedaqalaqi. Tb. 2004. 
51 vsargeblob internetSi gavrcelebuli informaciiT: http://saunje.ge/index.php?id=127-
&lang=ka. 
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turistma Tu momlocvelma ubralod araferi icis mis Sesaxeb.52 am 

eklesias antioqiasac uwodeben. `antioqiad~ saxeldebis tradicia ze-

pirsityvieria. dRemde cnobil werilobiT wyaroebSi amis Sesaxeb in-

formacia ar gvaqvs. 

aragvisa da mtkvris SesayarTan Sveril adgilas, ufro aragvis 

mxares mdebare mcxeTis stefanwmindidan SesaniSnavi xedi iSleba: erTi 

mxriv, eklesia sveticxovels uyurebs, meore mxriv – jvris eklesias. 

mefe arCilis drosac mtkvrisa da aragvis Seyris mimdebare adgili 

aseTive lamazi iqneboda, rogorc dRes, oRondac xedi – sxva: svetic-

xovlis winamorbedi quemo eklesia maSin daqceuli iyo, mTaze aRmar-

Tuli wm. ninos jvars ki jer mxolod revis mier Seqmnili `kubai~ 

ifaravda.  

advili warmosadgenia, rogor Canda am fonze axladagebuli ste-

fanwminda. 

  

                                                            
52 am mxriv Zalian niSandoblivad mimaCnia, rom misi arseboba gamorCenia s. rapsac ki, 
romelsac, saqarTvelos istoriis dakvirvebuli mkvlevaria: roca axsenebs arCilis 
dros mcxeTaSi wminda stefanes taZris mSeneblobas, SeniSvnaSi miuTiTebs, rom taZari 
ar SemorCenila. ix. S. H. Rapp, Jr. Imagining History at the Crossroads, gv. 401, Sen. 53. 
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Mariam Chkhartishvili 
 

Georgia in the first half of fifth century: 
King of Kartli Archil  

 
Summary 

 
Three kings by name Archil are mentioned in Georgian royal lists. The 

first one – he is a focus of my investigation - occupied the throne of Kartli 
Kingdom in ca. 420s-430s. The life of many Georgian kings, let say, Vakhtang 
Gorgasali, David the Builder, Queen Tamar etc are familiar to the widest strata 
of Georgian society (which is characterized with great interest in national past) 
in detail. As for Archil, he remains actually unnoticeable; text-books in 
Georgian history for primary schools are completely ignoring his reign, so do 
text-books for high schools. Only in exceptional cases they represent Archil’s 
epoch at the best in two sentences.  

Georgian historians, those not specialized concretely in the antique 
period, also have very uncertain knowledge about Archil, while the opinions of 
those directly involved in research of Georgian history in period of Late 
Antiquity, are dramatically divided.  

I myself have published several investigations in which among the other 
themes attempted to outline political and personal profiles of king Archil, 
however, I am not sure that my representations had had any impact on 
subsequent study of the problem. They were neither accepted, nor criticized, but 
simply ignored.  

This specific state of problem study served for me as motivation to direct 
my attention again to this complicated problem.  

All the sources I am using for the present investigation are well known 
for specialists in field. The novelty of my research lies in new interpretations of 
these sources and new understanding of connections between information they 
are providing. The evidences, previously viewed as contradictory and mutually 
exclusive, harmoniously co-exist in my concluding narrative. Below I will 
display this narrative briefly.  

Archil belonged to the royal house of Chosroids. Chosroids were Georgi-
an kings of Persian origin. The founder of this house was Mirian – the illegal 
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son of Iranian Shah. Mirian had established Christianity as a state religion in 
Kartli Kingdom. Archil was Mirian’s grandson. He was ascetic. He made royal 
apartments like church and retained his virginity even after being forcibly 
married. His father Rev also was of ascetic mood and refused to occupy the 
throne. The ascetic spirit was common among the Christian aristocracy in Late 
Antiquity. Very interesting examples of this kind might be found in history of 
imperial court in Constantinople. Georgian royal family was closely linked with 
the centers of Christendom and the ideal of ascetic ruler deeply persuaded 
worldview of Georgian political elite. Archil occupied the throne in rather old 
age after his two brothers (Bakur and Trdat) death; after his son-in-law (hus-
band of his brother’s daughter) Varaz-Bakur who lost the power because of Per-
sian invasion; his brothers’ and sister’s sons ( king Bakur, Parsman and Mirdat) 
also ruled before him. All of these kings, except Trdat and Varaz-Bakur, died 
without heir. Trdat’s heir Bakur also died without heir. Finally, only Varaz-
Bakur had son from Chosroid princess. This son was Murvanos (//Mirvan, 
Mirian) who by this time was as respected hostage in Constantinople. He is a 
well known Georgian ascetic Peter the Iberian. Thus, after the death of above 
mentioned king Mirdat, the royal house of Chosroids faced the crises occurred 
because of absence of heir. Archil had no chance to have his own kids. The only 
heir was Murvanos who inherited the throne in the maternal line. He was Arcil’s 
grandson (Archil was brother of Peter’s grandfather in maternal line). Evidently 
Archil was ignoramus in state affairs. It is why he needed Peter’s father Varaz-
Bakur as co-ruler. By occupying the throne Archil as Chosroid gave legitimacy 
to Varaz-Bakur. Actually both Archil and Varaz-Bakur were waiting returning 
of Murvanos. However, Murvanos who also was ascetic by nature from the very 
early years, escaped imperial apartments and fled to Palestine where he became 
monk and by this decision put end to the hopes of his father and grandfather. In 
the new circumstances Georgian ruling circles found alternative solution to the 
problem: Archil adopted Varaz-Bakur’s son Mirdat from his first marriage. 
Later on Mirdat, became father of great Georgian king Vakhtang Gorgasali. 
Thus, Vachtang Gorgasali actually was not Chosroid, however, he as well as all 
next Georgian kings until the eighth century ruled in name of Chosroids. This is 
quite understandable: adopted members of the family enjoyed all rights of real 
(based on actual kinship) members.  

The epoch when Archil was in power represents one of the most 
unfavorable period in whole Georgian history: the pressure of Iran was too 
intensive and because of this political situation was characterized by instability. 
Four archbishops were changed, evidently because they were not able to please 
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Iran. Iranians tried to make archbishops like Shah’s officials. At last they 
achieved this goal. Though this happened after Archil’s death, however, it is 
clear that during Archil’s reign Iranians permanently attempted to do this and 
the fact of changing of four archbishops reflects these sad reality.  

The economical affairs of the country also were very far from perfection: 
the first church in the capital city of Mtskheta which was made from wood had 
been fallen down. According to Georgian tradition this was special church 
marking the sacral center of the Universe: church was built on the place where 
the most sacral thing – The Robe of Lord was entombed and kept Vivifying 
Pillar. As it was impossible to restore the church, archbishop who was residing 
here, had to be moved to another church and took with him the Vivifying Pillar.  

However, at least one positive fact definitely happened during the 
Archil’s reign. This was Church of Proto-martyr Saint Stephen built in this 
period. In 415 the remains of Stephen miraculously were obtained in Palestine. 
This fact echoed throughout the whole Christendom. From now on saints began 
to be treated as special agents in spread of Christianity; their relicts too had been 
endowed with great importance. Georgian Christian rulers even before these 
facts showed great interest in obtaining relicts. Especially vigorous in this was 
Varaz-Bakur whose efforts affected his son Peter; Peter admired the relicts of 
Persian Saints which were sent to his father from Persia by his men. These 
relicts indeed had played great role in life of Peter the Iberian.  

The building of Saint Stephen Church in Mtskheta was almost synchro-
nous with building of Church in Jerusalem where the greatest portion of relict 
had been deposed. By this time Peter the Iberian was in Jerusalem and even 
attended the consecration of the church in 438. He was very close to the persons 
who had direct access to these relicts. First of all I mean Melania the Younger 
and also Empress Eudocia. It is why I think that Peter was able to acquisite 
some relicts of Saint Stephen for the Church in his native city. Thus, it is high 
probability that the church in Mtskheta possessed the relicts of Saint Stephen. 
Only by this fact might be explained the initiative of Georgian nobility to build 
Saint Stephen Church in Mtskheta in extremely unfavorable times when even 
restoration of Church of Vivifying Pillar (Svetitskhiveli) was impossible. 

Stephen’s Church in Mtkheta should be considered as an important fact in 
history of Christianity. It was evidently one of the most ancient Churches of 
Saint Stephen with relicts from authentic source. This Church is preserved 
fragmentally until today and one can find it easily nearby the Church of 
Vivifying Pillar – Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. 


