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mgdsms LEMNIG NS, oRNbIBLYLS, 3MMIsa5b0s, Nbgm@Mds(300l gqbgin-
Mgdo- 853039 gds, LEGYJGNOMma FmEyMbodszns, LaLmgEm-badgy@abgm
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L3gnomabBgdo 5bndbyma gbool dmagstn LayMmgbgdn gobrbgb abg-
39, OMamE (3 930mM-babyMbamm LobGgdabs, 0808 M3 M3 0bobo 3nMzgmswn bom-
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The existence of an efficient system of agricultural cooperatives in EU countries is
related to the continuous process of long-term development. The cataclysmic changes
in socio-economic formation in this process did not take place, as it happened in the
countries of Eastern Europe or the former Soviet Union.

In the period of crisis, agricultural cooperatives were used by the states as the
means of agriculture regulation. In the period of the acute food crisis after the Second
World War, many states identified the agricultural cooperative process as the most
effective means of the quantitative growth of agricultural production and it was going
with active state support. During the same crisis, an active propaganda campaign by the
state agencies led to a rise in the number of cooperatives and intensification of their
economic capabilities.

Today, a perfect system of agricultural cooperatives operates in many countries
around the world.

The legal basis of the Italian cooperative system is primarily Article 45 of the
Constitution adopted by the Republic in 1947, and the objectives of cooperation are
formulated in the Italian Civil Code.

As exemplified by the case of the development experience of the five hundred-
year-old sectoral and community cooperative of the Italian Cooperative Movement,
the process of agricultural cooperation took an important place in socio-economic
development of Spain, England, France, Germany, Netherlands and other countries.

The legal basis of the cooperative system in Spain is Article 129.2 of the Spanish

60



Agricultural Cooperative Development Experience in Different Countries of the World

Constitution (1978). The main factor in the success of Spanish reforms is the development
of cooperatives in agriculture. It is worth mentioning that 60% of agro-food sector is
produced by cooperatives.

The process of co-operation in France is based on general legal regulations (mostly
the law on cooperation). The state considers cooperation as the third sector of the
economy. The existing 24000 agricultural cooperatives will provide 1 million jobs and
their annual overall financial turnover exceeds 300 billion euros.

Co-operative activities in Germany are based on the Federal Law on “Commercial
and Economic Partnership” (1889). Germany is considered to be the home of credit
cooperatives. Today, the Raffaisean Union unites country’s cooperative and cooperative
banks. 80% of farmers, 75% of businessmen and 60% of artisans, the number of which is
14 million people are the members of cooperative banks.

Producers of many US leading brands, especially fruit juices and dairy products, are
cooperatives. They produce 78% of milk, 17% of fruits and vegetables. Most importantly,
in the United States, labor productivity in cooperative enterprises is 1.5 times higher than
in individual enterprises.

As a result of the adoption of the Agricultural Cooperative Act in Japan in 1947,
and by the Japanese Emperor’s Order, the Government implemented a new agrarian
policy throughout the country. As a result, the entire rural population was automatically
involved in the cooperative system. 91% of Japanese farmers currently are members of
agricultural cooperatives.

Keywords: Cooperative system, social function, legal regulations, credit
cooperatives, pseudo-cooperatives, hierarchical structure.
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