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From the history of the Georgian-European

literary relations

(English Summary)






The first attempts at establishing Georgian-European relations
date back centuries. In their works, European authors
highlighted the main priorities that defined the national
mentality of Georgians. These are Georgian history, Georgian
language and literature, the place and role of Christianity in the
culture, the geographical location, morals, customs and social
structure and finally, the physical appearance of Georgians. It
is also noteworthy that European authors try to consider the
identity of Georgians in relation to Europe to allot Georgia a
proper place in the European family. In this monograph,
common trends and imagery in the works of Georgian and
European writers will be discussed. It will be shown that
Georgian writers are involved in world literary processes and
contribute to their development. Special attention will be paid
to the poem “Pegasus” by famous Hungarian author Sandor
Petofi and the attitude it reveals to Nikoloz Baratashvili's
“Merani”. The imagery associated with the skies, both visible
and invisible, can be found in the lyrics of both Georgian and
European authors. We analyse Pierre Jean Beranger's “Le
Saint” as one of the literary parallels with Ilia Chavchavadze's
“Hermit”. The Georgian classics of the 19" century translated
and acquainted the public with the works of European writers.
The democratic values related to state thinking came from
Europe to Georgia. This is most evident in Ilia Chavchavadze's
attitude to significant issues, in this respect. Although many
scholarly works have been written about Georgian-European
literary relations, the issues discussed in the monograph have
not yet been studied in Georgian literary studies.
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* * *

Georgia frequently attracted the attention of Europeans with its
culture and traditions. Many foreign authors describe life in
Georgia in the 17" - 19™ centuries. The work by the famous
French traveller Jean Chardin “Journey to Persia and Other
Eastern Countries,” contains interesting and significant
information about Georgia in 17" century Georgia. Chardin
arrived in Georgia in September 1672 and left Tbilisi in
February 1673. In this work, Chardin discusses the culture,
history and socio-political situation in Georgia. Furthermore,
the author describes in detail the cities, villages and
geographical location of the country and emphasises the
importance of trade routes to Georgia. In addition to what he
saw and experienced, Chardin relied on the references of Greek
and Roman historians, field reports provided by Catholic
missionaries and the works written by Marco Polo, Contarini,
Pietro de la Valle and other European travellers of the 131 —
17™ centuries. The author begins by talking about the main
features of Georgian identity with a description of the beautiful
appearance of Megrelians: “men are well-built, and women are
very beautiful. The women of high society have somewhat
peculiar features and tenderness that fascinate people. I have
come across ladies of beautiful stature, with majestic looks,
magnificent faces and bodies. These ladies use accessories as
much as they can. Their clothes are similar to those of Persian
women. They know how to brush and curl their hair like
European women” (Charden). Chardin's description shows that
the fusion of Eastern and Western cultures can clearly be seen
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in the appearance of Georgians. He admires the appearance of
Georgians and notes the following: “Georgians are the most
distinguished people all over the East and arguably, all over the
world. I have not seen a single ugly person in this country, be it
a man or a woman. What I have seen are angelic faces. Most
women are endowed by nature with the refinement and
elegance never to be seen anywhere else. It is impossible to see
them and not fall in love with them. It is impossible to paint a
more beautiful face and body than a Georgian woman”
(Charden). In this case, Chardin follows the traditional
description of the appearance and features of a Georgian
woman, which can be found in European literature. Chardin
focuses on the social structure of society and relations in
Megrelia and describes the situation there. In his work, Chardin
also speaks of Kakheti and Kartli and notes of Imereti that
Abkhazians, Megrelians and Gurians were subjects of the
Kingdom of Imereti for a long time, after all of them were
“liberated first from the subjection to the emperors of
Constantinople and then to the emperors of Trabzon”
(Charden). Besides history, Chardin describes in detail the
geographical location and natural conditions of Georgia.
Chardin is fascinated by Georgia and compares its nature with
that of Europe and Asia. In addition, the author does not lose
the sense of reality. Chardin describes Tbilisi. “Tbilisi ... is one
of the most beautiful cities, but it is not very big. It is stretched
at the foot of a mountain and the Mtkvari River flows to its
east. Most of the houses built on the river bank stand on a steep
cliff” (Charden). Chardin also draws attention to the fact that
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the Capuchin missionaries have their residence building in
Thilisi. “This order already has a missionary prefect in Georgia
whose residence is situated in Tbilisi. They hope to have
missionaries in the near future. They were sent from Rome 13
years ago” (Charden). In this way, Chardin emphasises the
privileged position of European Catholic missionaries in
Georgia compared to other countries in the region. Chardin
talks about the qualities and confidential nature of Georgians.
He mentions that Georgians are respectable, philanthropic, and
reserved. Their customs are a mixture of the beliefs and
traditions of the peoples around them. Chardin emphasises the
tolerant nature of Georgians by saying that in no other part of
the world are there as many foreigners as in Georgia, and most
importantly he claims that “one has the right to live here
according to their beliefs and customs, discuss and defend
them. Here you can come across Armenians, Greeks, Jews,
Ottomans, Persians, Indians, Tatars, Muscovites and
Europeans” (Charden). Chardin pays special attention to the
position of the Christian faith in Georgia. He mentions that
Georgians were converted to Christianity in the fourth century
and talks about the state of the church hierarchy, temples and
churches. Chardin often tries to characterize the identity of
Georgians in relation to Europe. It is also important that when
talking about Georgia, Chardin relies not only on European
sources but he also discusses Persian sources. Chardin’s
information about Georgia is an important source for scholars,
and foreign authors often rely on this work when they talk
about Georgia.
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* * *

In this chapter, I will focus on “Adventures in the Caucasus”
by the famous French writer Alexandre Dumas (father). This
book presents the impressions of the traveller about the region.
Dumas describes, in detail, the socio-political situation in the
Caucasus, the life of the Caucasian people, and their customs
and historical past. Most of the book is dedicated to Georgia.
Dumas arrived in Georgia on November 23, 1858, and stayed
here until January 11, 1859. In his work “Adventures in the
Caucasus,” he talks about the spiritual and material values of
the Georgian people. Dumas seems to be well acquainted with
foreign literary and historical sources about Georgia. However,
when discussing his experiences, he describes his impressions
based on what he saw with his own eyes. Dumas speaks
enthusiastically about Georgians and believes this country
deserves to be explored more thoroughly. Dumas tries to
connect all the facts and events that happened in Georgia to the
European reality and draws a parallel between them. It seems
that Dumas is well acquainted with the geographical location
of Georgia and its history. In the chapter “Queen Tamar's
Castle,” he writes: “Queen Tamar is the most beloved and
famous person in Georgia. She is the equivalent of the modern-
day King Louis of France, and like him, but more successfully,
she fought relentlessly against the Muslims. Just as all the old
castles in Normandy are named after cunning Robert, all the
ancient castles in Georgia are called after Queen Tamar. There
are about a hundred and fifty old castles in Georgia. Some of
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these belonged to one king, some to another, others to some
princes. They have now become a place for eagles and jackals
to live. It is noteworthy that all these old monuments are built
in beautiful places and are magnificent to look at” (Dumas). It
is also important that Dumas accurately defines Tamar's merits
and her place in Georgian and world history. Dumas writes
about Tbilisi: “In the beginnings of Christianity, Tbilisi was
only a small town, and Mtskheta was considered the capital of
Georgia. But in 469, King Vakhtang Gorgasali founded the city
of Tbilisi, the mother of new Tbilisi. The Mtkvari divides the
city into two parts, or rather, separates the city from the
suburbs, namely from Isani, Rike and the German colony. In
1795, the city was entirely destroyed by Agha-Mohammad-
Khan. According to Klaproth, at that time the city was so
crowded that it was difficult to steer the cart even in the widest
streets. At that time, the population of Tbilisi was fifteen
thousand. “When our consul Cavalier Gamba arrived in Tbilisi
in 1820, all the streets of the city were full of rubble and ruins
as a result of the last Persian invasion” (Dumas). In this
respect, attention should be paid to the following
circumstances: First, the story told by Dumas about the
foundation of Thbilisi is consistent with the existing legend.
Second, Dumas relies on historical facts when narrating.
Thirdly, it is clear that Dumas was familiar with the work of
Julius Klaproth “Journey to the Caucasus and Georgia”.
Klaproth was a member of the Asian Society created in the
19th century and also with the book “Journey to the
Transcaucasus” by French Consul Jacques Frangois Gamba in
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Georgia. The latter contains important information about
Georgia and Transcaucasia in the first half of the 19" century.
In Thilisi, Dumas was fascinated by the Opera House and its
troupe. The work shows that Dumas was aware and had a close
relationship with the Georgian intelligentsia. In the chapter
“Prince Iliko Orbeliani,” Dumas expresses admiration for Iliko
Orbeliani's heroism, perseverance and spiritual strength.
Interestingly, speaking of Shamil, Dumas notes that in
exchange for the captives Shamil demanded a large ransom and
the release of his son captured in Russia. It is noteworthy that
Dumas's story corresponds to facts, and many scholars confirm
this in their works. Dumas pays special attention to the
appearance and personality of Caucasian women. He quotes
from the famous 17th century Dutch traveller Jean Streis's
book “Three Journeys to Persia,” and points out that he fully
supports and shares the traveller's opinion. “He adds that
Caucasian women have many pleasant qualities, and it is
difficult to say which one awakens the feeling of love for them.
They are beautiful, distinguished by the whiteness of the skin
of such a beautiful colour that only lilies and roses can create
such perfect beauty. Their personalities ooze strength and
independence. Duma mentions that being endowed with so
many positive features, the Caucasian women are not harsh and
afraid of a man's compliments, no matter where the latter
comes from” (Dumas). Such positive characterisations of
Caucasian women were well established in European literature.
Dumas speaks with admiration about Georgian men and notes
that “Georgian men, in his opinion, are not only the most
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handsome in the world, but they also wear excellent clothes”
(Dumas). Dumas's trip to the Caucasus and Georgia was not
accidental. In the 19th century, France showed great interest in
Georgia. France had a consul in Georgia. It should be noted
that a newspaper was published in French in Tbilisi. There was
a French community living there. Alexander Dumas conveyed
the socio-political, cultural and economic situation in the
Caucasus precisely but artistically. He described the spiritual
and material values of the Georgian people. The book is also
important for the readers interested in the history of the
Georgian and Caucasian peoples. Dumas's attitude towards
Georgia can be expressed in his words: “I have to admit that on
my way to Tbilisi, I expected to see a semi-wild city,
something like Baku and Nukha, but bigger. I proved to be
wrong” (Dumas). Dumas was greeted by a country with a great
culture and traditions that contributed to European civilisation.

* * *

Marjory and Oliver Wardrop are the founders of Kartvelian
studies in Georgia. They were closely connected with Georgia
and Georgian culture through their lives and activities. Their
contribution to the popularisation of Georgian culture in
England and European countries is priceless. Oliver Wardrop
(1864 - 1948) is known to the public as a diplomat, public
figure and translator. He was the brother of the famous
Kartvelologist and translator Marjory Wardrop. From 1919 to
1921, Oliver was the United Kingdom's first Chief
Commissioner of Transcaucasia in Georgia. In 1887 Oliver
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Wardrop first arrived in Georgia. Here he met not only
Georgian writers and public figures but also representatives of
various ethnic groups living there. In 1888, Oliver Wardrop
published the book “The Kingdom of Georgia” in London. In
this book, the author describes the literary and historical values
of the cultural heritage of Georgia. During the narration, he
follows the chronology of events, accurately describes the facts
and spiritual values of Georgians. The book also discusses the
geographical location of Georgia and its parts, the socio-
political and public life of Georgia. The book
“The Kingdom of Georgia: Travel in a Land of
Women, Wine and Song” includes a bibliography, statistical
data, samples of Georgian vocal music and illustrations. Thus,
the book allows the reader to have a broad view of the country.
It is noteworthy that the book was not the only publication by
O. Wardrop about Georgia. In 1894, Oliver published the
English translation of “A book of wisdom and lies” by
Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani in London. He also translated
monuments of ancient Georgian literature. In 1911, he
published an English - Svan dictionary in Oxford. In 1912,
Oliver Wardrop published Marjory's translation of “The Man in
the Panther's Skin” by Rustaveli in London. This book included
bibliographic references to “The Man in the Panther's Skin”, an
index for proper names and toponyms, as well as the foreword
and footnotes. Oliver Wardrop's book, “The Kingdom of
Georgia”, “is dedicated to James Bryce, a professor of civil law
at Oxford University. Bryce visited the Caucasus in 1876 and
had an extraordinary work published in London in 1877. In this
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book, Wardrop accurately describes historical facts and events.
However, the book focuses on fundamental moments in
Georgian history. Wardrop begins his story with King
Pharnavaz and notes that he ruled the country in the third
century BC and it is to him that the invention of the ordinary
civil alphabet is commonly attributed. Wardrop explains the
purpose of writing the book in the following way: “From this
remote date down to the present time, we have an almost
unbroken narrative, the trustworthiness of which is proved by
its agreement with the annals of other lands. Those who are
especially interested in the early history will find in the sequel
such bibliographical references as will enable them to satisfy
their curiosity” (Wardrop). Next, the author focuses on David
the Builder, and refers to him as David II of the Bagratid line.
David ascended the throne of the Georgian kingdom in 1089.
Wordrop mentions that according to the legend, David the
Builder is descended from David the Psalmist as well as from
Pharnavaz. “It is mentioned that during the reigns of his
immediate predecessors Georgia had been mercilessly ravaged
by the Seljuk Turks, but the revival of the country was made
possible due to the international players. Wardorp meant the
successes of the Crusaders, and the temporary decline of the
Mahometan power in the East. Interestingly, Wardrop
concentrates longer on Queen Tamar and gives the reader
interesting details about her. Such an attitude is also typical of
European literature. Wardrop writes that in 1184, Queen
Tamara succeeded her father, and reigned for twenty-eight
years. Wardrop maintains that Christianity was the driving
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force of Queen Tamar. Yet she did not neglect home affairs.
However, the author believes that foreign policy was the
priority for the Queen. “The military exploits in which she was
engaged spread her fame throughout the whole of Asia.
Erzerum, Dovin, Trebizond, Sinope, Samsun, Kars, and Ani
saw the triumph of the Georgian arms. Not content with
driving the Mahometans out of her own land, she sent
ambassadors to the Christian communities in Alexandria,
Libya, Mount Sinai, Jerusalem, Cyprus, Greece, and Rumania,
to offer them help if they needed it; and in order to secure
orthodoxy in the theology of her people, she commanded that a
great disputation should be held between the doctors of the
Georgian and Armenian Churches” (Wardrop). Wardrop talks
about Tamar’s literary talents and her womanly features:
“when she had won a battle, she could, like Deborah, tell forth
her triumph in a sweet, glad song to the Lord of Hosts, and one,
at least, of these psalms is still preserved; but it is chiefly as the
inspirer and patroness of poets that she is famous” (Wardrop).
Presumably, Wardrop was implying “The Man in the
Panther’s Skin” by Rustaveli. He must have been aware of
other works praising Tamar. It should be noted that Tamar’s
image in Georgian literature has become a paradigm to be
addressed by the writers of all of the periods. Wardrop follows
the chronology and names the monarchs after Tamar. He
considers that the most difficult period in the history of
Georgia started from the mid-15th century when Turkish and
Persian raids as well as their influence on the fragmented
country became stronger and more devastating. Wardrop tries
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to encompass all the fundamental historical facts and provides
an interesting description of the past of a foreign country as
seen by a diplomat. At the same time, the reader feels friendly
interest and compassion on the author’s part. Wardrop pays a
lot of attention to King Irakli (Erekle) II and points out that in
1744 - 1762, Erekle II was king of Kakheti and in 1762 — 1798,
king of the united kingdom of Kartli and Kakheti. Wardop
described the reforms carried out by Erekle II. The author also
talks about the destruction of Tiflis by the Shah Aga Mahmad
in 1795. Wardrop discusses the events associated with the
period of Georgia’s incorporation in the Russian empire as well
as the events unfolded in the country before the 1870s.
Wordrop hopes that one day “a man worthy of the task will
seriously take the annals of his nation in hand, and present
them to the world in an intelligible form” (Wardrop). While
discussing the Georgian language and literature, Wardrop
refers to the Georgian script and devotes a considerable time to
the centuries-old Georgian literature. The author considers the
translations of the Bible and ecclesiastic works to be the
earliest examples of Georgian literature. As mentioned by
Wardrop, in the 11th - 12th centuries relations between
Georgia and Greece must have been close. The Georgians sent
to schools in Athens brought the teachings of Plato and
Aristotle when returning to their homeland. The foundation
was prepared for the golden age of Georgian literature which
coincided with the reign of queen Tamar. According to
Wardrop, during the stormy times that soon followed, the
countless lyrical pieces which were produced were nearly all

170



lost, “but the epic which is now looked upon as the greatest
masterpiece in the language has escaped with but a few
mutilations. This is “The Man in the Panther’s Skin” (Vepkhvis
Tkaosani) by Shota Rustaveli” (Wardrop). Wardrop talks about
Rustaveli and the importance of the “Man in the Panther's
Skin” to the Georgian people. He retells the story of the poem,
characterises the main characters, discusses quotes and
aphorisms from the poem.

The worldview of Rustaveli is evaluated by Wardrop in
the following way: “The ideas of love expressed by Rustaveli
are partly of the Ovidian type, without any of the indelicacy of
the Latin poet. But he had not studied Plato for nought, and we
see in his work traces of those metaphysical theories which S.
Bonaventura, Dante, and many of their contemporaries and
successors found in Christianity. As far as style is concerned,
we find that Rustaveli strikingly resembles the European
writers of his own time, to wit the troubadours, and we can
easily imagine that his career was not unlike that of some of
those sweet singers who enjoyed the favour of the noble ladies
of France and Italy. Among the great poets of Europe, Ariosto
and Tasso are, perhaps, the ones who are most akin to
Rustaveli. The Platonism of the latter furnishes another ground
of resemblance, in addition to the similarity of theme”
(Wardrop). As can be seen, in terms of worldview and style,
Wardrop considers “The Man in the Panther's Skin” a work of
Western humanistic values and draws parallels with European
literature. Contemporary poets of Rustaveli such as Shavteli,
Chakhrukhadze and Sargis Tmogveli are also mentioned in the
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book. While talking about Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, Wardrop
emphasises the significance of the Georgian dictionary
compiled by Orbeliani as it laid the foundation for all
lexicographical works in Georgia. The establishment of the
printing house in Thbilisi in 1712 by Vakhtang VI is classed by
Wardrop as an important event. The author must have been
familiar with Georgian literature. Specifically, he mentions the
eighteenth-century writers Guramishvili, Sayatnova, and
Vakhtang VI's son Prince Vakhushti. The latter wrote “The
History of Georgia” and “The Geography of Georgia”.
Wardrop discusses the works of the Georgian classic poets of
the 19" century, Alexander Chavchavadze and Nikoloz
Baratashvili. He characterises Baratashvili's creative contacts
with Byron and mentions the first Georgian comedy writer,
Prince Giorgi Eristavi. Wardrop notes that during his exile in
Poland, Eristavi studied Mickiewicz, Schiller, and Petrarch and
established the National Theatre in Georgia. Wardrop pays
great attention to Grigol Orbeliani and discusses a poem by the
poet “Ode to Tamara’s portrait”. Orbeliani “beseeches the great
queen to look down with pity on Georgia, and bless her sons
with strength and wisdom” (Wardrop). Wardrop considers
“Tornike Eristavi” to be a brilliant example of Akaki Tsereteli's
poetry. Next, Wardrop discusses Ilia Chavchavadze's poem
»1o the Georgian mother” which is also imbued with the
national idea and adds that Ilia Chavchavadze's works breathe a
spirit of the loftiest patriotism. While writing about Kazbegi,
Wardrop mentions that “the novel of social life is represented
by Prince Kazbek, a young and energetic writer, many of
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whose productions have appeared as serials in the newspapers”
(Wardrop). Talking about literature, Wardrop concludes the
chapter with the following words: “The popular literature of
Georgia is rich in folk tales, fables, ballads, riddles etc., and
would well repay an attentive study (v. Bibliography)”
(Wardrop). It is noteworthy that in the book “The Kingdom of
Georgia” O. Wardrop also talks about the political situation in
Georgia. In this book, O. Wardrop is presented as an ardent
connoisseur of Georgian history and literature. At the same
time, he has an overwhelming knowledge of many fundamental
issues faced by Georgian society in the 19" century, and finds
the Georgian culture a place among the world cultures.

* * *

In the 19" century, Marie Brosset, Arthur Leist, Marjory and
Oliver Wardrop made a special contribution to the scholarly
study of Georgian literature and its popularisation in European
countries. Arthur Leist studied the literary works of both
Georgian romantics and realists of the 19th century. For the
first time in European literary and social studies, Arthur Leist
discussed and evaluated the works by Alexander
Chavchavadze, Grigol Orbeliani and Nikoloz Baratashvili.
Leist became interested in Georgia in the 1880s. This
encouraged Leist to learn more about Georgia. He established
contacts with the representatives of the Georgian intelligentsia
of the time. He also began to study the works of Marie Brosset.
The second important factor that contributed to Leist’s interest
in Georgia was his personal friendship with a German poet
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Friedrich Von Bodensdedt who advised Leist to visit Georgia.
Bodenshtet lived in Thilisi for a certain time and his works
“The Songs of Mirza-Schafi” and “A thousand and one nights
in the East” enjoyed popularity in Europe. January 24, 1882
Leist wrote to Akaki Tsereteli that he usually wrote in German
and Polish. Being a servant to literature, he desired to establish
intellectual relations between “these two nations and
Georgians. However, the key to this would be a good command
of the Georgian language” (Leist). Thus, Leist defined his role
in the intercultural dialogue. From 1880, he began publishing
his works in German and Polish newspapers. In 1884, Leist
visited Georgia for the first time at the invitation of Ilia
Chavchavadze, and in 1885, he came to Georgia for the second
time. In 1885 he published his first book about Georgia in
Leipzig entitled “Georgien, Natur, Sitten and Bewohner”. In
1887, Leist’s almanac “Poets of Georgia” was published in
Europe. Friedrich Bodenstedt responded to this publication
with a letter. “Two stories written about the life of Imereti —
“Ketevan” and “Varo” were published in 1887 (Leist). From
1892, Leist lives mainly in Georgia. However, he often visits
Europe where he publishes his works about Georgia. In 1903,
Leist finished translating and published the compete version of
“The Man in the Panther’s Skin” in Dresden. In 1906, he
founded the German newspaper “Kaukasische Post” and the
“German-Georgian Cultural Society” in Tbilisi. “Heart of
Georgia” by Leist deserved special attention. The whole book
reads like a love letter with Leist as a man, whereas Georgia is
his female sweetheart. It should be noted that Leist also wrote
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and published his letters in Georgian. For instance, the
following articles can be named, among others: “The Beauty of
Georgia”, “Georgian Women”, “My Memories in Georgia”,
“Vazha-Pshavela” and “Georgians and the Sea”. Leist explored
and promoted the cultural heritage of Georgia in European
countries for more than forty years. In his works, he tried to
show the European roots of Georgian culture. Leist paid special
attention to the works of Georgian classic writers of the 19"
century and discussed their literary ideas. He developed a
warm attitude toward Ilia Chavchavadze. Georgian society will
remember his name with deep respect.

* * *

In his “Letters on Georgian Literature,” for the first time in the
history of Georgian literary studies of the 19™ century, Ilia
Chavchavadze examines the works of Georgian romanticists
and answers the question regarding the involvement of
Georgian romanticist poets in European processes. Attention
should be paid to the fact that since the beginning of the 19"
century, the interest of Georgian writers and public figures in
Russian and European culture grew dramatically. The literature
of this period was enriched with translated works. This
contributed to Georgia's involvement in the dialogue of
cultures. Alexander Chavchavadze is the first Georgian
romanticist poet. In his literary heritage, translations from
European literature into the Georgian language can be
considered a source of his creativity. Western and Eastern
tendencies are merged in A. Chavchavadze's work. Although
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A. Leist does not talk much about the European orientation in
A. Chavchavadze's works, he notes that ‘“Alexander
Chavchavadze was the first person obsessed with Byronism.
Byronism gave him nothing but pain. However, he did not feel
this pain strong enough to express this energy in his own
poetry” (Leist). According to Ilia Chavchavadze, “the so-called
“civilian’s heartache” is felt in Alexander Chavchavadze's
poetry” (Chavchavadze). According to Ilia Chavchavadze,
patriotism is a leading theme in Grigol Orbeliani's works.
Chavchavadze also notes that “Nikoloz Baratashvili often had
to think about a universal question, the answer to which he
sought not only in his heart, but in the heart of all mankind”
(Chavchavadze). Chavchavadze was the first to associate
Baratashvili's poetic genius with that of Byron. The evaluation
by Chavchavadze was shared and used as a foundation for the
attitudes of writers and scholars towards A Chavchavadze, Gr.
Orbeliani and N. Baratashvili's works. There is an ideological
and artistic connection between Baratashvili and the poetics of
the world romanticist poets. Sh. Revishvili believed that “Leist
found some similarities between Baratashvili and Byron in
their physical appearance and inner spiritual world. Both of
these poets deny the surrounding reality because they could not
put up with its viciousness” (Leist). In the letter “Georgians of
the 19" century,” A. Leist speaks about the individuality of
Georgian romanticists and defines the reasons for their
becoming outstanding poets of their era. Leist starts with
talking abouut Alexander Chavchavadze and “refers to him as
a typical child of the period and the first Georgian poet of the
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19" century. When a child, Chavchavadze was sent to St.
Petersburg, where he was partly raised in French. Nevertheless,
an 18™ century Georgian still lived in him, and almost all of his
poems expressed the old Georgian worldview. Leist seems to
have been well-acquainted with A. Chavchavadze's life and
creative activities” (Leist). In the article, Leist discusses the
issues of public life and continues: “In the first half of the 19th
century, there were not many people distinguished by their
outstanding talent. Nikoloz Baratashvili and Alexander
Chavchavadze developed their native literature. As for the
essence of the poetry of these two poets, the first,
Chavchavadze, is the typical child of his time, whereas
Baratashvili surpassed the time he lived, the first part of the
19th century. “Leist especially appreciates Baratashvili's poetry
because he believes that regarding the essence and worldview
of his poetry, he belonged to a much more advanced age than
the period in which he lived” (Leist). In the same letter, Leist
also talks about Vakhtang Orbeliani and Grigol Orbeliani.
Specifically, he mentions that these two poets proved to their
country that the “greatest creative force is buried deep in the
Georgian nation” (Leist). A. Leist connects the creative
achievements of Georgian romanticist poets with the
introduction of European civilization into Georgia and notes
“that this brought about not only material but also moral
changes.” (Leist). Leist discusses the issues of socio-political
and public life in Georgia and assesses the introduction of
European civilization in Georgia as an absolutely positive
event. Leist begins his letter “Georgian Literature” with the
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following words about Georgia: “Far away, to the east,
between the Caspian and Black Seas, a small nation inhabits
the plains of old Colchis. Many people do not know the past of
this country. The western world does not pay due attention to
the development of the modern culture of Georgia. The nation
inhabiting this country is Christian Georgians (as they call
themselves). The Georgians have been defending the natural
bridge between Europe and Asia for many centuries against the
Persians, Arabs and Turks. They have shown greater strength
and endurance in these battles than the European crusaders in
Palestine. The history of the wars fought by this nation is the
history of the power of Christian chivalry. The main underlying
reasons for the wars unleashed in ancient Georgia were the
faith and the protection of the homeland. Therefore, faith and
chivalry were the two pillars of medieval Georgian social
relations. Due to their small number, the history of this nation
has not been reflected on in world history. However, these
people have already fulfilled their mission before humanity”
(Leist). In the same letter, Leist talks about the origin of the
Georgian language and the history of old Georgian literature.
The author conceptualizes “the Georgian literature of the 19™
century as a whole literary process. In a book published in
Leipzig in 1885, Leist wrote: “Grigol Orbeliani was the first
poet to address his country's past” (Leist). Leist considers
Orbeliani a Georgian of the patriarchal period and believes that
even if he sometimes called on his compatriots to move
forward, he did so with paternal ease and never judged them.
At the same time, his lyrical creations show eloquent language
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and rare emotion. According to Leist, the significance of
Nikoloz Baratashvili's work is that he introduced Byronism to
Georgian literature: “Baratashvili was the only poet who
brought Byronism into Georgian literature” (Leist). writes
Leist. However, subsequent studies have shown that Al
Chavchavadze’s and Gr. Orbeliani's works also share the
European literary traditions and imagery. However, Arthur
Leist was the first foreign scholar to explore the literary
heritage of Georgian Romantics. “In his works, Leist defined
precisely the priorities of the work of Georgian romanticist
poets which is mainly in line with the scientific thought of both
Georgian and, later, of European scholars” (Vardoshvili).
Arthur Leist's assessments are still relevant today and stand out
for their originality. At the same time, he not only
characterized Georgian classic writers of the 19th century but
also accurately described the social situation in Georgia and the
details of public life. Leist tried to introduce Georgian culture
to European society and emphasised its connection with
European civilization.

* * *

In this chapter, our goal is to reveal new features in Georgian-
European literary relations. Specifically, we will discuss the
poem “Pegasus” by the famous Hungarian poet of the 19"
century, Sandor Petofi, and its relation to Nikoloz
Baratashvili's "Merani". Although there are numerous studies
on Georgian-European relations in the 19" century, this issue
has not yet been explored in the scientific literature. Therefore,
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I believe it will be a novelty for society. There is a close
ideological and artistic relationship between Baratashvili and
the world's romanticist poets. Although Baratashvili is a
romanticist, and Sandor Petofi is a realist, there are still many
similarities between the realist Baratashvili's "Merani" and
Petef's “Pegasus” (“Az en Pegazusom”). It should also be noted
that with their worldview, the introduction of new ideas in
literature and displaying a fighting spirit, they are distinguished
poets indeed. Baratashvili and Petofi lived and worked in the
same period of the 19" century. Baratashvili was born in 1817
and died in 1845. In 1842, he wrote “Merani,” considered the
peak of his creativity. On the other hand, Petofi was born in
1823. He was the inspirer of the Hungarian National Liberation
Movement. The Hungarian Revolution of 1848, directed
against the Austrian invaders, was one of the most significant
events in his life. It is noteworthy that Polish patriots, who
were actively involved in the Polish uprising of 1830, also
participated in the Hungarian Revolution. The major part of
Petofi's poetry was created in 1844 - 1845. His poetry relies on
folklore sources. Sometimes Petofi refers to medieval history.
Petofi brought literature closer to life. Everything that
European romanticism brings to literature is reflected in his
work. Petofi died in 1849. The dates of writing these two
poems are also very close to each other. Petofi's “Pegasus”
dates back to 1847. The similarity between the social and
political situation in Hungary and Georgia should also be
mentioned. Georgian romanticism emerged on the national
soil. Melancholy caused by the difficult situation in the
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homeland is reflected in the work of Georgian romanticists.
The conspiracy of 1832 was a significant event in the Georgian
social and political life. Melancholy caused by the difficult
situation in the homeland is reflected in the work of Georgian
romanticists. The conspiracy of 1832 was a significant event in
the Georgian social and political life. The Polish uprising of
1830 was also a significant event in Europe. It was directed
against Russian Tsarism and was somewhat linked to the
Georgian conspiracy of 1832. The Polish author Adam
Mickiewicz wrote his “Faris”, which became well known in
Georgia. “Faris” expresses the same idea as N. Baratashvili's
“Merani”, or Sandor Petofi's “Pegasus”. The fact that
Baratashvili was well aware of Mickiewicz's “Faris” is well
substantiated in Georgian literature. However, it is unlikely that
he knew Petofi's poetry. On the other hand, the Hungarian
special literature states that the motive of Messianism is so
similar to the poetic works of Mickiewicz and Petofi that the
source of influence must have been Mickiewicz “Faris”.
Therefore, it can be proposed that it was “Faris” by Mickiewicz
that brought this theme to world poetry. The poem by the
Hungarian author reveals significant similarities with both
Baratashvili's “Merani” and Mickiewicz’ “Faris” regarding the
content, artistic faces and symbolic imagery. “In general, the
image of “Merani” can be considered a symbol of the struggle
for personal and national freedom in world poetry. Such a
socio-political situation can be one of the reasons for the
creation of such literary figures” (Vardoshvili). The
philosophical idea of the “Faris” is as follows: a selfless rider
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pursues his steed; there are many obstacles along the way, but
the rebellious rider does not give in to his fate; the rider joins
the eternal and disappears into it. By delving into the essence,
the rider was able to find his happiness. “In Baratashvili's
“Merani”, the self-sacrificing rider's goal is to “pave a new
untrodden road” for his descendants. “The poet knows that he
may have to sacrifice everything he cherishes in this world to
achieve his goal. For instance, he may no longer see parents,
friends, or his sweetheart with “a gentle and soothing voice”.
The verse is musical and not only due to the alliteration; it
conveys thoughts that the word cannot fully comprehend and
describe. The black raven is a symbol of an evil spirit that
always accompanies one's evil intentions. The evil spirit is
symbolically classed as black. However, Merani’s colour in the
poem is not mentioned as it is not perceived as a physical
object. Its colour is the colour of the soul - ethereal and
transparent” (Vardoshvili). The Pegasus gallops tirelessly, and
the lyrical protagonist notes that one sign to the steed is enough
to take the rider to infinity, to the unreal, to cross the border of
the fate, with Baratashvili. Petofi's Pegasus does not get tired of
riding because it has a long way to go and follow the poet's
dream, which takes them farther and farther. Both writers link
the poetic image of a steed with the idea of freedom. Both
poets create their masterpieces based on a similar artistic sense,
as “an artistic sense is a direct driving force for the realization
of a poetic image” (Vardoshvili). Both verses analysed above
express the longing of the human mind towards infinity. Thus,
common tendencies can be reflected in the literary process of
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different peoples independently of each other, or under the
influence common values they must share.

* * *

One of the important tasks that literary critique deals with is
the consideration of parallel motives and imagery. Common
trends are observed among Georgian and European
romanticists as well as realist writers. The idealisation of
heaven is characteristic of world poetry. Now we aim at
showing how the imagery related to heaven emerges in the
lyrical works of Georgian and European writers of the 19"
century, whether the divine heaven is given preference or the
material one. It is common knowledge that there are two kinds
of heaven - the visible and the invisible, that is, the divine
(spiritual) heaven on the one hand and the material sky on the
other. The sky that we love looking up at and observe is the
one where God lives and rules. It is widely acknowledged that
Rousseau's work, The “New Eloise”, revolutionised the
consciousness of mankind and made the harsh and savage
nature known to humans. “Rousseau describes nature with
special love and compassion, admires it and introduces new
elements in literature” (Abashidze). “New Eloise" is recognised
as the best example of lyrical prose. It is noteworthy that in the
Georgian and European poetry of the 19" century, the
Romanticists connected the feeling of nature with a
philosophical observation. On the other hand, realists
associated it with patriotic ideas. The imagery of the heaven
can be seen in Baratashvili's poem “Night on Mtatsminda”. In
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this poem, Baratashvili describes the sky, the desire to know
the world of the divine kingdom sweeps him: The poem also
reveals the Faustian paradigm of the cognition of the world.
“Like Goethe’s Faust, the lyrical protagonist of the verse
desires to perceive the world to the end, to delve into its laws
and regularities, which are impossible for the human mind”
(Vardoshvili). However, in the same verse, the poet also talks
about the visible sky and paints a picture of the night: In one of
his untitled poems about the colour of the sky, Baratashvili
speaks with special fondness. He calls it “first created realm of
blue”. Here, once again, the biblical concept of heaven
emerges: Byron speaks of the spiritual heaven in his poem “To
Time” written in 1812. The lyrical protagonist is the poet
himself. He believes that the time must have “spared” his love
as her soul was taken up “to peace or Heaven”. By this, the
poet’s sweetheart was spared the bitterness and ruthlessness of
this world. The poem shows the perception of the world by
Byron, the change of mood of the poet along with the time.
Byron speaks of the visible sky in the poem “The Sun of the
Sleepless” . The poet refers to the moon as the star of distant
sorrow, whose tearful ray cannot dispel the gloom and darkness
of the night. However, it still gives birth to a deep emotion in
the poet. It reminds him of the joy of the days gone. The light
of the night filled with sorrow descends from the sky: In the
works by the Italian author Giacomo Leopardi, the reader sees
mostly visible sky. A purely romantic poem by J. Leopardi's
“The evening of the holiday”. It is the confession of a man
wandering aimlessly under the sky, when personal feelings
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merge with universal sorrow and glorification of the past. The
sky is part of nature in this verse. The integrity of nature can
also be seen in Leopardi’s poem “ To the spring”. In this poem,
the poet describes a picture of spring. The sky is invoked to
paint a picture of nature. The description of the nature and the
poet's sad mood alternate. The poet asks nature to have mercy
on him. At the end of the verse, the poet appeals to God, speaks
of the invisible heaven and asks God to take care of the sinful
country: Heine frequently employs personification of the
spiritual heaven. The power of love is described in Friedrich
Schiller's poem, in which the author speaks of the power of
love and its omnipotence. In this poem, love is the omnipotent
force. Love for God elevates man. On the other hand, heaven
also lives and rejoices with love. Love is equal to God: The
first Georgian romantisist, Alexander Chavchavadze, talks
about the visible sky in the poem "Gogcha" and depicts the
eternal beauty of Lake Gogcha. The perception of nature and
the issue of the vanity of the moment merge. “Gogcha” is
often compared to Lamartine's “Lake”. In “Gogcha,”
everything is perishable but for the nature, which is eternal.
The only thing closer to eternity is art. Once life was vibrant
around Gogcha, beautiful cities were full of people. They now
lie in ruins. Unlike them, lake Gogcha, as noisy as the sea
when rough, is still there to attract and fascinate the visitors
with the blue sky reflected on the surface and the green of the
mountains around it. The imagery of the heaven is particularly
significant in the works by the Georgian realist Ilia
Chavchavadze. In this poem, the heaven is personified, the poet
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is chosen by God to lead the nation. “In this case, being
privileged is the realisation of the will of God and implies the
service for the motherland. God is the ruler of the heaven and
the earth. The words “I am appointed by the heaven and raised
by the nation” may be interpreted in a different way,
specifically, in the astrological sense, the heaven rules the
destiny of a human being and, in the Biblical sense, the destiny
of the human being is ruled not by the lower skies, but “the
higher sky- sky of skies” (Vardoshvili). The biblical
understanding of the sky is revealed in this poem by
Chavchavadze. French poet Pierre Jean Béranger speaks of the
divine or spiritual heaven in his poems “I am a slave of love”,
“Heaven’s gift”, “Death of a madman”. In the works of a
Hungarian poet Sandor Petofi, heaven is part of nature with no
symbolic load. The poet refers to the heaven mostly when
painting landscapes. Noteworthy in this regard are his poems
“My Dream”, “Song of the Wolves”, “Clouds”, “Hungarian
Nation”, and “Autumn Again”. Nature also has a definite
function in Vazha-Pshavela's work. Vazha-Pshavela syn-
thesised a pre-existing understanding of nature and also
established new ideals regarding nature. Pshavela sees the
regularity and harmony of nature and its inherent beauty. He
considers that man is a transgressor of this regularity. On the
other hand, Pshavela's works reveal a philosophical and
romantic understanding of nature as a confidant and sym-
pathiser of the man and an instigator of patriotic feelings.
Vazha-Pshavela's works unfold against the background of
nature. Thus, not surprisingly, in Vazha Psavela's creations, we
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encounter the visible sky and the invisible heaven. However,
the biblical understanding of heaven in Pshavela's works as a
realist writer is linked to patriotic feelings and the question of
the poet's destination. “The visible sky has its content, like
everything around us. Its invisible content is presented as
eternal and renewable heaven as a divine creation. The sky has
long contained many symbols. For instance, human dreams and
sublime feelings have been frequently associated with the sky.
A human idealises the sky as exalted above the -earth.
Therefore, the idealisation of the heaven is typical of the lyrics
of Georgian and European writers of the 19" century. In their
works, both types are presented - invisible or divine (spiritual)
heaven and the visible or material sky” (Vardoshvili). The
basis of the divine celestial character is the books of the Bible
and the Psalms of King David. The perception of the visible
sky as an integral part of nature comes from Jean-Jacques
Rousseau's “Julius or the New Eloise”.

* * *

There are several sources to discuss when talking about Ilia
Chavchavadze's work. The first is the national and literary
traditions, which imply the direct influence of the old Georgian
literature and romanticists, especially Nikoloz Baratashvili and
Grigol Orbeliani, on Chavchavadze's artistic thought. It is
noteworthy that Ilia often used folklore sources in his creations.
The second source is based on the biblical, Christian and psalm
and hymnography traditions. A system of encoded
paradigmatic manifestations emerges in Ilia's works which is

thought to have been directly derived from the books of the
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Old and New Testaments. These paradigms, introduced in the
artistic creations, were explained in Ilia's literary and publicist
letters. Third, Ilia established the concept of Europeanism in
Georgian literature and laid the foundation for our cultural
integration into the European space. One of the foundations of
his works is Western European literary and philosophical
thought. Ilia's artistic and aesthetic way of thinking is directly
related to Hegel's works. Ilia closely followed the development
of world literature. He not only translated, but also tried to
study works of European writers, to connect them with the
Georgian reality. Ilya tried to create universal types bearing the
national symbolics. Ilia Chavchavadze's “Hermit” is an epic
poem based on a complex story. It often causes differences of
opinion. The literary parallel of “Hermit” includes the works of
many European writers. However, this issue has not been
studied in-depth to date. From Western European writers, our
attention was drawn to the poem "Le Saint" by the French poet
Pierre Jean Beranger. Ilia Chavchavadze's “Hermit” reveals a
similarity with Berange's poem. In addition to the revolutionary
and democratic poems, Beranger also wrote religious, satirical
and love poems. “It should also be noted that “Hermit” by
Chavchavadze is much more complex regarding the issues
depicted than Beranger's lyrical poem, which tells a story of the
monk seduced by an evil spirit disguised as a woman”
(Vardoshvili). After being seduced, the monk in the poem by
Beranger feels happy and does not have a sense of guilt and
anticipation of punishment. Women's faces are also different in
these poems. At the beginning of the poem, Beranger mentions
that an evil spirit appeared as a girl. On the other hand, the
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shepherdess in Chavchavadze's poem has no intention of
seducing the monk. It happens independently of her. Beranger's
“Le Saint” may have been used as an intertext by Chavchavad-
ze. The issue of translating “Hermit” into a foreign language
was first raised by Wasian in a letter published in Iveria in
1894, in which he compared “Hermit” to the works by Zola
and Flaubert. This issue was further expanded by K. Abashid-
ze, in his “Etudes” .Taking into account the similarities and
differences, Abashidze again linked Ilia Chavchavadze's
“Hermit” with the works by E. Zola “La Faute de l'abbe
Mouret”, Flaubert's “La tentation de St. Antoine” and Lermon-
tov's “Hermit”. I believe that the list of these works should
also include A. Tsereteli's “ He is the Hermit” and Pierre-Jean
Beranger's “Le Saint”. M. Chikovani believes that a
coincidence can be found between Mokhevian narrations and
the poem by Chavchavadze. The texts of the legends in Khevi
were published after the poem was written. However, Ilia's
close relationship with this part of the country and the
concidences found between the legends and the text of the
Hermit allow us to think that the widely spread legend from
Khevi may have become one of the foundations of I.
Chavchavadze poem “Hermit”. On the other hand, the influen-
ce of European literature should not be excluded either.

* * *

Historically, Georgia has always been of European orientation,
and the Georgian state was oriented towards European values.
This was manifested, first of all, in the adoption of the
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Christian faith by Georgia. The Christian faith and proximity to
Christendom determined the European character of the country.
“In the 19" century, Georgian society faced an issue of the
national scale. Preservation of statehood and national identity
and involvement in global processes had to have happened in
the conditions of a country that had become a Russian
province” (Vardoshvili). Ilia Chavchavadze's work is guided by
the idea of national independence, related to the freedom and
unity of the Caucasus. The issue of searching for a national
hero in Chavchavadze's works is crucial from the point of view
of state thinking. In this regard, the “Letters of a traveller” and
the poems “Ghost”, “Georgian Mother”, “Lullaby”, and “Lake
Bazaleti” are especially noteworthy. Ilia Chavchavadze realised
that the contact with the processes of globalisation and the
Georgian consciousness was the only way to bring the
Georgian nation to the level of world issues. Therefore,
Chavchavadze tried to create universal types of people bearing
all the relevant features. Chavchavadze considers social
equality as one of the main prerequisites for the restoration of
statehood. This means the absence of a social gap, not only
between different strata of society but also between
representatives of one social stratum. In his work,
Chavchavadze also tackles moral problems. For him, moral
unity is the determinant of national integrity. He believes in the
existence of the soul of the nation and that the main goal of the
existence of a society should be spiritual self-perfection.
Chavchavadze's understanding of the nation's soul is based on
Hegel's theory regarding the phenomenology of the soul,
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“where Hegel states that the soul is a moral being” (Hegel).
Chavchavadze also connects the question of the nation's soul
with the nation's historical memory. It is noteworthy that the
interest in religious issues in the works of Ilia Chavchavadze
and other Georgian classic writers in the 19" century is related
to the problems facing the nation. Realists often refer to the
past in relation to religious issues to better understand the
present and future of the country. Chavchavadze’s literary-
critical and publicist standing is especially relevant from the
point of view of state thinking. It is also noteworthy that
Chavchavadze's attitude to state thinking is based on Western
values. In 1883, in an article published in “Domestic Review”,
Chavchavadze defines what determines the progress of society.
“What is the progress of the society, if not unjustified
inviolability of a personality of a human being, of human
conscience, of the way of life by anyone. Say whatever you
wish to say, do whatever you wish to do, but please do not foul
the pure reputation of the new generation by your disdainful
behaviour, the disdainful word; the new generation is different,
it is a different consolation, it is a different hope”
(Chavchavadze). Chavchavadze attaches great importance to
the education of the next generation. In the letter “Ottoman
Georgia,” Chavchavadze talks about the tolerant nature of
Georgians and the freedom of religion in Georgia. “Due to this,
there is not a single example that a Georgian wants to oppress
and persecute another's religion. Armenians, Jews, and
Muslims, living among us cannot blame us for this. Persecuted
and oppressed for their faith in another country - they found
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with us a peaceful savannah and freedom of conscience”
(Chavchavadze). In 1879, in his “Domestic Review”,
Chavchavadze addresses the issues of interdependence between
government and people, defining what determines the strength
and power of the state. The issues named in Ilia
Chavchavadze's works are related to the problems facing the
nation, its present and future. Therefore, as the leader of the
nation, in “Society for the poor students' allowance”,
Chavchavadze calls on his compatriots. “Gentlemen, stop
letting others think about the present and future of our country.
We must be the authors and compassionate of our misery,
heartache, and grief. There is no other way, we have to cut the
path of our life ourselves, we have to take fate and misfortune
of our country into our own hands“ (Chavchavadze). Ilia
Chavchavadze's state thinking is based on Western values and
is significant and relevant today.

* * *

Since the beginning of the XIX century the interest of Georgian
writers and public persons increased towards Russian and
European culture. Georgian society has always shown interest
towards Russian writers like Pushkin, Lermontov, Tolstoy,
Dostoevsky, Turgenev and others. I. Chavchavadze is
considered as the first translator of Turgenev in Georgian
literary studies. In December 1883, in the year of death of
Turgenev, translation of the poem of 1. Turgenev “Poems in
prose” into Georgian performed by I. Chavchavadze was
printed in the journal “Iveria” N12. The researchers in
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Georgian literary critics widely discuss the works of I.
Turgenev. They endeavor not to omit any of the works or
creative periods of I. Turgenev. He is considered as a great
realist who has created immortal, high-profile works and
whose creativity to some extent echoes the Georgian reality of
the XIX century.

* * *

In conclusion, it can be said that Georgian culture is an integral
part of European culture and has always attracted the attention
of European writers and scholars, which is reflected in their
writings and scientific works. On the other hand, European
literary thought and expressive means found reflection in the
works of Georgian classics of the 19th century. The study of
Georgian-European literary relations is one of the most urgent
tasks of modern literary criticism.
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