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3manmbgmab 3gbdhmomym oMJn38n (CAW) nbobgods Lanbhgmgbm
©m3ydgbhon, MmMIgmoE g306300L 36MOgOL 1930 Bgmb 3o330Lnodn
3o0mmng3nmoa 93maboob damdsamgmonb dgbabgod. gb sMmab mdomab-
do dymagzn 3mmmbgoab ggbgMmomyma 3mbLymaL, B0gdnbo dMLEHM3-
b3nb, 3mbLYBg0s, MMTgM0E 39MTo3000 3ogdogzbomoans 1930 Banab 30
mgdHmaogmbL.

,0LMBOOM MTSTEY 30335L00L OE 3MMMBYM 3MEMboLL, bogy-
03Mmo dogmnbbdgznb Bysmmdnm, 3gmboo 3Mozoman 3membyMmo (hods-
M0, MM3gmbeEg 3mmmbymo dmzmgdn gdbobyMmgdmebab. sdngMm-
393300000 J39y69080 LoOFMMS bgmabyRmMydab sdysmMgonb d90wI3
3mmbyma hodmgdob d9gw@n, 0bg39 MMaMME Y39mMaeb Ladgmms 3o3-
domdo, 330079M39Lo 8dndg sIMABE.. MM Bmgddo nbnbo ndymg-
0yambo oMnob ndMAmmmB sMms dbmmme sMLYOMONLaM3NDL, dMBgE
3%0M3odoMmo dohgMoomymo boMmmggodob obsdmyzssi, MmIgm-
0o 6065393 0bobo Es0Yygbs LodFMmMs bymabyxmgdsd. 3yMmoms
Mo Gom, MmgmMmE 3gMmdm LEBsMAMgoL, bgmabyxrmgdsd Eoybabs y3o-
©3M9LoE Fomoo goobobagdn, MMIgMms gowabws 3gHoLIYHO
Moymns  gogomzgdgmo dMmg3mob  dgdmbamyemdgdom. TgmmMy
dbMn3g, nbobo ndymgdymbo ny3696, gdMIMmMc LodFMme bymnby -
mgdob dogm dm3zmgdob Boboomdmgg dndsmmyma MY3Mgbngdalb
60600m3®73. 98 dMdmmab dgg3e®, 09bgE350 OO 3MmmmbyMma
3Mmmboab 33mogz oMbydmMONLY, JoMmamns, Psbs633Mgdmn baboom,
©00 bsbns sME gMmo 3memmbymo dm3amo 0g smam IMm3zsbgmdL.
09039 360 0mnbndbmb, MMI 3oommngg 3mmmbgmgdlb ogbdsm-
696 Jommzgmo 3ommmongg babymogmm 300900, MMIMYOTSE Foon-
0oL 3mambyMmo Hadmgdab bLadMmyzmmado s, bdnM dgdmbgzgzsda,
3mambgmo 3Mg3mab babyenogmm bagnMmadgdob P390 b3doym-
g0mMgdmMy, 0bBs3™aL 3MEMbyMo 9653 30. MPIEs Ladgmms bgmo-
LIWYdLd gMmmo Bymomoi oM dgohgms Loggmama dmJddggos LobLY-
mngmm 30Mmxonb 60b6s0mBgg. Lobymoagmm 3oMgdb dmMmab dg3Mn
93090 gohyos bgmabyxmgdob BDgbmmoam, Moasd nbnbn Eoon-
mm096, 397ms3bmb 9MMTsbgmbL boggmamo Imzamgmogdo 93mqbon-
Lo @8 IMY3nb Bnbsdg 00 38MEO690L, MMBMgdLLE Fom v30LMYOL
LadgMmms bomobyBWds Y, 30M3gm ymzmaby, TMY. Mydzs 093M
80mgobL, MmMAmgodos 39M dgbdmalb bodgmmo bgmabyxzmgdsboebd
sbgm 3ma3mmanbdy Bobame, s830hndMgd®bgH, sLobmgdbgb o
LogzomamsE 30 bxnbghb.
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739600369 3gMomedn 3gbgMmomyMmads LO3MbLYMMA dgothym,
MM obzMahgb domydab 3sommagzymo hodMmab dm3gmo (3Lomb-
dn) sbansbndznmo. goassbabangb Lsdo 3bombBdn: MyE30g doMNds-
60d30mn, 3MbLAHIBHNOY LadsMdA30mMn o LEHIbALIYS 3o¢hAn3oB30-
0. 3960 3o30M33090), M330 3©60domMadbqgb Bgdmm ©abobgmyg-
0 30M90L.

9m3m3907mn 0bxzmmIs3nn0), 3809M3se335b00b J39y69030 aMmAg-
Bbomos 17 dm3Eamn, dom dmMmab 5 ofmaob LbmAgbo Joommmogg. gL
dm3omadn sbMymgdgh moz00b6m dmzamgmdgdlb d90wna sanmydda:

Hxomabdon - 9ds679m 30Mndy,

HBonbdo - bhgxsby gamMmagndm, sbomMogeno,

00gmdo - bhgxzsb HdyMmazn, ngn3g gdnMadznma,

0007330 — Moxsgm 6ngdngMmady,

J9mo0bdo - Esd0sb Mmogm,

sbaannbgdo - 3039 hodgbodznma,

sbagnbgdo - bgMoxnd dgMmadndznano,

sbagznbob Mesombab mM bodMyzmmadn, 3gMdme:

90900 - 3o0Mngm goMabodymo,

bmenm 3omqdn - 3mbLEHBHNB BnBodgMndy.

3oM@o 330Ly, 3o00MMMN3g IM3EMION 3MN3b sbomgomsddn, gm-
30 o 30093 MM d3a3nmMmbd. MdEs Lo3MBLYMMA 39M EVsEaNbo o0
0m3mgoab 3060mos. sbY3g sMmob 4 bmdgbo Joommogg dM3oMO,
0000 dmMmab gMmon 9M9306380 s gMomn Mgbnbozebdn. yzgms Bgdmo-
©absbgmadymo Lobymogmm 30M0 dEZNMMOMN3n JogbmazMmydgmos
©9, 90039 ©MMDL, 8303yMmBoadL 3mmmbgana dmbsbmgmdnlb bymo-
96 bogoMmmgdgob.

©3039Mho 3oommoggmo HodMgdo 8309M3s330L00b 7 Jomoddo
(8007 B3mMm0b LmbydLs o MYMMBYsMMBN) Jsomannzgg dmzEangdab
bodgnmab godm. sb339 onbyMs HBNALOL oomanngyMmn Ladms-
39@m.

n0myym HodoMmdn sMmab gamam Bmegdyma bogzmagbam bodgm,
MmIgmoE 3903900 s@aNMMOMN3n dMg3mab BoMIMIsagbamgdabe-
306. 00 LOOFMDL VAMEObSY HodMx0Dg BMY630 O BJEVILYI3IMMOL*.

29



The Central Archive of Poland (CAW) keeps an interesting document
that provides information about the situation of the Catholic Church in
the Caucasus in 1930. This is the report of the Polish Consul, General Zig-
mund Mostowski, from Tbilisi, which was sent to Warsaw on October 30,
1930.

“The Polish colony in the Caucasus before the world war had, thanks
to its efforts, numerous Polish churches served by Polish priests. After
the Sovietisation of the Transcaucasian countries, the fate of the Polish
churches, as everywhere in the Soviet Union, was extremely difficult. In
recent years, they have had to struggle not only for the right to exist, but
also to overcome the enormous material difficulties faced by the Soviet
authorities. Treating them as private enterprises, the authorities impo-
sed extremely high taxes on the churches, which are extremely difficult
to collect through contributions from impoverished parishioners. On the
other hand, they were forced to fight against the repressive measures ta-
ken by the Soviet authorities against priests. As a result of this struggle,
in spite of the existence of a considerable, though fragmented, Polish co-
lony, there has not been a single Polish priest for a long time. It must be
said, however, that the Polish Catholics were helped in this respect by
Georgian priests, who took over the parishes of Polish churches and, in
many cases, learned the Polish language in order to better meet the spi-
ritual needs of their Polish parishioners. However, the Soviet authorities
did not stop their action against the clergy even for a moment. Many pri-
ests among the clergy broke down under the influence of the authorities
to the extent that they tried to reconcile their duties towards the church
and the parishioners with the duties imposed on them by the Soviet aut-
horities and, above all, by the GPU. However, many of them, unable to
enter into this kind of compromise with the Soviet authorities, are sub-
jected to continuous detention, ending in exile or even execution.

Recently, the Consulate General became aware of the shooting of Fr.
Aslanishvili, the former parish priest of the Catholic Church in Batum, and
of the sacking of three priests, namely: Ludvik Batimanishvili, Konstantin
Sabarashvili and Stanislav Katchikashvili. The Consulate has not been able
to establish what the above-mentioned priests were accused of.

Wedtug uzyskanych informacji, w krajach Zakaukazia pozostato 17
ksiezy, w tym 5 ksiezy ormianskokatolickich. Kaptani ci wykonuja swoje
obowiazki duszpasterskie w nastepujacych miejscach, a mianowicie:
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in Tiflis - Fr. Emanuel Wardidze,

in Tiflys - Fr. Stefan Georgizo, Assyrian,

in Baku - Fr. Stefan Demurow aka Demurashvili,

in Batum - Fr. Rafael Niebieradze,

in Kutaisis - Fr. Damjan Lago,

in Akhaltsi - Fr. Pavel Tatenashvili,

in Akhaltsi - Fr. Seraphim Merabishvili,

and two parishes of the Akhaltsi district, namely:

in Uda - Fr. Gabriel Garanaszuli,

and Wale - priest Konstantin Shishaberidze.

Furthermore, there are Roman-Catholic priests in Akhalkalaki, Gori
and in two other places; however, the Consulate has not been able to
establish the names of these priests. In addition to the above-menti-
oned, there are also 4 Armenian-Catholic priests, of whom one in
Yerevan and one in Leninakan. All the above-mentioned priests are local
citizens and also cater for the spiritual needs of the Polish population.

In recent times the existing Catholic churches in 7 places in the
Transcaucasian countries (among others in Sukhum and White Key) have
already been closed down for the lack of priests. A Catholic chapel in
Tiflis has also been closed.”
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