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Students with Special Education Needs in Georgian Higher Educational Institutions: The Assessment of the
Learning Environment

The goal of the study is to compare the educational environment between students with special educational needs
and those without. The study will also compare how these students differ in their satisfaction level of learning
and academic achievement. This work uses Georgia’s national data from Eurostudent 8 database. The research
instrument is the Eurostudent 8 standard self-reported questionnaire; the questionnaire was administered online
during the summer of 2021 within higher education institutions of Georgia. The study uses data from 3207
Bachelor’s students (1743 female, 1464 male); of these students, 863 noted they had special needs (long-term
health problems or impairments).

The data were analyzed using SPSS-23 statistical software.

The study illustrated several concerning trends within Georgian higher educational institutions. Specifically,
students with special educational needs experience significantly less motivation and helpful feedback from
lecturers compared to students without special educational needs. Higher education institutions support their
academic success and social integration less. There’s a marked difference between students with special
educational needs and those without, when it comes to satisfaction with educational programs and happiness
level; the students with special educational needs tend to be less satisfied and less happy.

The study also showed that compared with students without special educational needs students with special
educational needs, oftentimes feel more isolated both from other students, as well as lecturers and administration
at their higher institution.

It’s notable that generally Georgian higher educational institutions have little discrimination when it comes to
one's health conditions, though the number of such cases is significantly higher for students with special
educational needs, compared to those without.

The findings of the study provide an interesting platform for further research in the context of inclusive
education, as well as for the development of educational policy in higher educational institutions.

Keywords: Students with impairments, long-term health problems, Eurostudent, Learning environment,
discrimination.



