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2 V. Maxfield. The Military Decorations of the Roman Army. London. 1981, a3. 214.
3 G. Wesch-Klein. Der miles torquatus Aurelius lovinus. Arheoloski vestnik. 45. 1991, a3. 123-
129.
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3oéggemo 3oBombBols Ledsmgbols Eg@oBm®aby Ne03-5 LsdserbBos sgodlo-

4 Catalogue of the jewellery, Greek, Etruscan, and Roman, in the departments of antiquities,
British Museum, London, 1900, 3. 58.
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30.8 0339058mM9d0Ls s dsmo  mysbols 930980l SmGBGgEmo  gsdmbabi-
™g06900 BsGOME 393m0gg6gdmEs absligool 3Mm3sgsboalsmgals sb.G. 1 -30.0
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5 3. @oc0Joxgsbody. doggobmal bsdsmsdsco. md. 1991, as. 195.

3 ©gbegs. Lsdmbgdm  dodmdigze @ b3gsdem-93mbmdoggeo  gemoghmnmdsbo  doggobmsdo
67930b3sB0gnc0 dsbammgdols dobgegoo d3. §. Il-sb. §. IV Ll., cowo 3ogogbdo. L. os. 1975,
a3 280-429 (285-286).

7 P. Scherer. Saeculum Augustum — Concordia Fratrum. Jahreshefte des Osterreichischen
Archaeologischen Institutes in Wien. Bd. 58. 1988. a3. 115-127.

8 D. Boschung. Roemische Glasphalerae mit Portraetbuesten. BJ. 187. 1987, a3. 194.

9 W. Trillmich. Familienpropaganda der Kaiser Caligula und Claudius. Agrippina Maior und
Antonia Augusta auf Muenzen. Berlin. 1978. 33. 4-43; T. Pekary. Das Roemische Kaiserbildnis
in Staat, Kults und Gesellschaft. Berlin. 1991, g3. 165.
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s, 3oéggmo bsfomo Gob agm Gedmmgdnmo, Gmdmoapsbsiy Bgdmsmbodbgema

10 O. 5. Hesepos. Autuunsie kameu. CII6. 1994, a3- 140-141, Ne 58. http://ancientrome.ru/a
rt/artwork/index.htm?id=282&pn=20&sp=11

11 Joeml madsbo Laby od3l, 3bgot0 — Lfmeo, sdsmmadnmo, @Babgdo Fgdlbgzoemgdnmo, bogsdo
— obsg §ob Fedmfgnmo. Lodsmemg dogligosbse — 2.7 13, Logsby — 1.6 13, Rshml 3 —
1.5X1.6 13. sm3mBbrs 373emal s698o.

12 Iabgms. X. 0d. 1995, a3. 128-129 (128-133), bgm. 1075-1077, ged. 1262.
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13 E. Bartman. Hair and the Artifice of Roman Female Adornment. American Journal of
Archaeology. Vol. 105. No. 1 (Jan. 2001), a3. 1-25, http://www.jstor.org/stable/507324

14 0. 5. Hepepos. Autuunsle kamen. CI16. 1994, 33- 140-141, Ne58.
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OBJECTS FROM THE RICH TOMB Nel14 IN THE YARD OF
SVETITSKHOVELI LINKED TO THE IMPERIAL FAMILY NAME OF
FLAVIUS AND ANTONINUS

Summary

Collation of the facts proves that in the first centuries A.D. Iberia was quite
a powerful state, the interests of which had to be considered even by the Roman
Emperors. Iberia was Rome’s ally. Both countries, due to their interests had
their own reasons for the alliance. The Iberian kings conducted a flexible
foreign policy. Written sources along with the artefacts uncovered in Georgia
lately point to the height of the relationship between Kartli’s ruling circles and
the Roman world in 1™-3" centuries. The given fact finds its reflection in the
objects discovered in tomb Nel4 in Svetitskhoveli.

The work is a thorough study of the pieces discovered in a rich tomb by the
north-east wall of Svetitskhoveli Cathedral (tomb Nel4, dated by 3™ c. A.D.): 1.
Golden coin pendants with the images of Faustina Junior and Lucilla; 2. Gold
pendant, chalcedon bust with the woman’s image, placed in an oval frame and
adorned with the golden spiry necklace, the woman is clad in a wrinkled chiton
(7); 3. Golden pendant (two pieces), portrait busts of the children, placed in a
frame with the hanger. The mentioned materials are analyzed within historical
framework.

Pieces uncovered in the tomb Nel4 in Mtskheta are closely linked to the
Roman Flavian and Antonine imperial names.

The gold coin pendants bearing the images of Faustina Minor and Lucilla are,
in our opinion, pendant-medallions, which used to be awarded as the prize by the
Emperor to the Legionnaires for outstanding military achievements or to the
trusted officials for faithful services. “Queen Ulpia” had to be closely related to
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the Emperor, due to which she was given two pendant-medalions for certain
merits. The medallions had to be crafted before 182/3 A.D. (Lucilla’s death).

Cameo pendants, to be more precise, sculpture pendants (three sculptures of
the women and two of the children) could be regarded as pieces of art. Figurines
of similar shape are scarcely encountered in the world. Similar busts were used to
adorn golden crowns, and were usually inserted into medallions. Relatively
bigger ones were attached to the banners of the Roman legions.

Taking into account the style and shape of the image it could be concluded
that the lady portrayed on the miniature sculpture — pendant — may be a
representative of the Flavian or Ulpian imperial name. The children‘s plastic art
samples (two pieces) probably are not the figurines of “Cupids”. In our opinion
they are the deceased children of the imperial family (they may be Lucilla’s
deceased children Aurelia Lucilla and Lucius Verus the Younger).
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