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rozeta gujejiani 
 

dadeSqelianTa samTavro rezidencia ecerSi –  

istoria da kulturul-socialuri aspeqtebi 

 
saqarTvelos erT-erT istoriul-eTnografiul mxareSi – svaneTSi 

– Semonaxulia unikaluri istoriuli Zegli – dadeSqelianebis sam-

Tavro rezidencia. igi mdebareobs zemo svaneTis bals qvemo nawilSi, 

eceris Temis sofel barSSi (mestiis municipaliteti). 

eceris Temi sami mxridan SemosazRvrulia mTebiT (zeda baSis qe-

diT da misi gantotebiT), xolo samxreTidan – enguris xeobiT, rom-

lis marcxena napiras qvemo baSis qedia aRmarTuli. eceris teritori-

aze ori mdinare (daxSar, kudrula) miedineba. aris wyaroebi da mine-

raluri wylebi. eceri mozrdil, samxreTisken daqanebul vakobzea da-

qanebuli da, SedarebiT, Tanabari klimaturi pirobebiT gamoirCeva, 

rac svanur folklorSic aris asaxuli: `yvelgan Tovs, yvelgan wvims, 

TeTr ecerSi mze anaTebs~.1 eceris niadagi maRali sameurneo Tvisebe-

biT xasiaTdeba, rosiqauroba ZvelTaganve karg samosaxlo adgilad iT-

vleboda. eceris erT-erT gora-namosaxlarze aRmoCenil xelsafqvavs, 

fetvisa da xorblis marcvlebs arqeologebi Zv. w-aR. I aTaswleulis 

SuaxanebiT aTariRebdnen.2 eceris Temi mdidari istoriis mqonea. va-

xuSti bagrationi orjer ixsenebs ecers, rogorc svaneTis erT-erT 

mTavar administraciul centrs. am mxriv gansakuTrebiT sayuradReboa 

1334 wlis movlenebis vaxuStiseuli aRwera: `ajanyebuli svanebis da-

samorCileblad bagrat mefe pirvelad midis svaneTSi `ecersa zeda~, 

                                                            
1 svanuri poezia. tf. 1939, gv. 114-115. 
2 S. CarTolani, a. qaldani. svaneTis 1975 wlis sadazRvevo arqeologiuri eqspedici-
is angariSi. kreb.: savele-arqeologiuri kvleva-Zieba saqarTveloSi. Tb. 1975. 
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iq sjis damnaSaveebs, gadaayenebs vardaniZes da mis nacvlad svaneTis 

erisTavad gelovans daniSnavs.3 

erTiani saqarTvelos daSlis Sedegad eceri inarCunebs Tavis ad-

ministraciul mniSvnelobas da `jafariZeTa sasisxlo sigelis~ (XV-

XVI ss.) mixedviT kvlav svaneTs erT-erT mTavar punqtad warmogvid-

geba: `viyueniT sruliad ecers aqeT rac suaneTi aris Tormets weli-

wads asre Sewyudeulni... da merme SeviyareniT sruliad suanT Cenile-

bi da vqeniT vaziroba. moveliT ecers, ruCagiansa da dadeSqeliansa 

SevexueweniT da dadianTan gavgzavneT... amisi aja esTxoeT, rom mefeTa-

mefes patrons aleqsandresTan aja eTxovna~.4 am wyaros mixedviT da-

deSqelianis gvari (ruCagianiTan, igive, ruCegiani, roCagiani, riCgviani) 

erTad, yovelgvari wodebis gareSe ixsenieba, magram, rogorc Cans, se-

riozuli Zala da gavlena ukve hqoniaT mopovebuli, radgan swored 

maT eajeba bals zemo svaneTis mosaxleoba dadianTan Suamdgomlobas 

da Semdgom, dadianTan erTad, mefis winaSe wardgomas. geronti gasvi-

anis daskvniT, es faqti ruCegianTa da dadeSqelianTa maRali social-

uri wrisadmi mikuTvnebulobis adasturebs: `maT amis gareSe maT da-

dianTan Suamavlad aravin gamoarCevda. cxadia, isini, rogorc feodal-

uri gvareuloba, dadianTan urTierTobis Rirsni iyvnen~.5 

ukve am droidan moyolebuli, naratiuli wyaroebiT, eceris is-

toria gadajaWvulia dadeSqelianTa istoriasTan: ruCegianTa da, Se-

saZloa, dadeSqelianTa (`dadisSvili~, `dadiSgela~-s formiT) ramde-

nime ojaxs ixseniebs ufro adreuli, XII-XIV ss. Zeglic – `matiane 

suaneTisa krebisaO~,6 xolo XVII-XVIII saukuneebis ZeglSi, `svaneTis 

saeklesio krebaTa meore matiane~-Si, dadeSqelianebs win uZRviT `ba-

tonisa~ da `didebulis~ epiTetebi.7 

cnobilia, rom dadeSqelianTa gvaris Sesaxeb Semonaxul legenda-

Ta umravlesoba, dadeSqelianebs Crdilo kavkasiidan gadmosulebad mi-
                                                            
3 vaxuSti bagrationi. aRwera samefosa saqarTvelosa. qarTlis cxovreba. teqsti dad-
genili yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT s. yauxCiSvilis mier. t. IV. Tb. 1973, gv. 
261, 787. 
4 v. silogava. svaneTis werilobiTi Zeglebi. t. I. Tb. 1986, gv. 114. 
5 g. gasviani. narkvevebi Sua saukuneebis svaneTis istoriidan. Tb. 1991, gv. 11. 
6 p. ingoroyva. svanuri saistorio Zeglebi. t. I. Tb. 1941. 
7 g. gasviani. svaneTis saeklesio krebaTa meore matiane. Jurn.: `macne~. istoriis, ar-
qeologiis, eTnografiisa da xelovnebis seria. #2. Tb. 1972. 
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iCnevs. vfiqrob, rom sayuradReboa sxva gadmocemac, romlis mixedvi-

Tac, dadeSqelianis gvari svaneTis ukanaskneli erisTavis dadeS gelo-

vanis gvar-saxelis SeerTebis Sedegad warmoqmnila.8 

rogorc Cans, am droisaTvis ukve warmoqmnilia bals qvemo sva-

neTis feodaluri erTeuli (balis qedidan md. ecamde, dRevandeli da-

ba jvaris misadgomebi), romlis gamoCenil sagvareuloTa – ruCegianTa 

da dadeSqelianTa rezidenciebi isev ecerSi mdebareobs. 

eceris dawinaurebul mdgomareobaze miuTiTebs am XVII saukunis 

mkvlevari i. giuldenStedtic: `me damisaxeles svaneTis mTavari sof-

lebi, cixeebi: lentexi, Coluri, kalaSi da laSxeTi da eceri~.9 

mogvianebiT, dadeSqelianebma TandaTanobiT Seaviwroves da daamar-

cxes sxva dawinaurebuli sagvareuloebi (gelovanebi, ruCegianebi, sxv.) 

da bals qvemo svaneTis erTpirovnul mmarTvelebad Camoyalibdnen. geronti 

gasvianis azriT, `dadeSqelianebma mTavris adgili anu sxva gabatone-

bul-warCinebul gvarTa Soris pirveloba mxolod XVIII s-is II naxe-

varSi moipoves, kerZod, mas Semdeg, rac maT riCgvianebi daamarcxes~.10 

XVIII saukunis meore naxevridan dadeSqelianTa samTavro Sto or 

nawilad iyofa: TaTaryanis Sto darCa eceris rezidenciaSi da flob-

da eceris, cxumaris, beCos Temebs; xolo cioyis Sto – Cubexevs md. 

ecamde (dRevandel daba jvaramde). cioyma aigo sasaxle sofel farSi. 

XIX saukunis 30-ian wlebSi dadeSqelianTa orive Stos meTaur-

ma ruseTTan qveSevrdomobis aqtebi gaaforma. TaTaryanis Stos gamrav-

lebis Semdeg dadeSqelianTa am Stos axali rezidenciebi agebul iqna 

beCosa (mazeri) da cxumaris TemebSic. Cubexevis dadeSqelianTa rezi-

dencia ki arsebobda faris TemSi, faris SuagulSi, sadac nangrevebis 

saxiT axlac aris SemorCenili. am Stos bolo warmomadgeneli svaneT-

Si gaxldaT konstantine (murzayan) dadeSqeliani (1826-1857), rome-

lic mkveTrad ewinaaRmdegeboda ruseTis imperiis gabatonebas svaneTSi. 

konstantines damarcxebis Semdeg farSi banakdeba rusis jari da misi 

miwebi xdeba saxazino kuTvnileba (1857 weli). dReisaTvis es rezi-

                                                            
8 e. gabliani. Zveli da axali svaneTi. tf. 1925, gv. 63. 
9 giuldenStedtis mogzauroba saqarTveloSi. germanuli teqsti qarTuli Targmani-
TurT gamosca da gamokvleva daurTo gia gelaSvilma. t. I. Tb. 1962, gv. 325. 
10 g. gasviani. savneTis saeklesio krebaTa meore matiane, gv. 103. 
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dencia savalalo dReSia da saSuria misi gawmenda, gamagreba da kon-

servacia. momdevno wels 1857-1858 wlebSi ruseTis xelisuflebam 

orive samTavro gauqmebulad gamoacxada. zemo svaneTi cageris saboqa-

ulod gamoyves leCxumis mazris SemadgenlobaSi. 1871 wels am nawil-

Si saglexo reforma gatarda. 

ukanaskneli mepatrone eceris barSis dadeSqelianebis rezidenci-

isa da mamulebisa gaxldaT jansuR (//jansoR, jansox) Tengizis Ze da-

deSqeliani (1858-1921). jansuRi cnobili saxelmwifo moxele iyo, 

ruseTis armiis genral-leitenanti, daRestnisa da yarsis gubernato-

ri, quTaisis vice-gubernatori sxvadasxva wlebSi. misi meuRle iyo 

aneta dadiani (1872-1922), Tavad aleqsandre (vamex) dadianisa da mata 

(mavra) wereTlis asuli. aneta iyo akaki wereTlis diswuli. jansuRs 

da anetas orive vaJiSvili (aleqsandre da TaTaryani) pirvel msof-

lio omSi daeRupaT da umemkvidreod darCnen. 
revoluciis Semdgom 1917 (an 1918 wels) wels social-demok-

ratTa waqezebiT eceris glexobas daurbevia dadeSqelianTa barSis re-

zidencia da amiT kulturis SesaniSnavi Zeglis ngrevac dwyebula.11  

eceris Temis barSis dadeSqelianTa rezidencia iyo yvelaze gran-

diozuli nageboba svaneTSi. is warmoadgens maRali galavniT SemosazR-

vrul kompleqss, romelSic moqceulia aw ukve nangrevebad qceuli ram-

denime qvis saxli, sameurneo nageboba da umaRlesi koSki mTel svaneT-

Si. garkveuli droidan am kompleqsis siaxloves Tengiz dadeSqelians 

augia axali tipis sacxovrebeli da saxli. es nagebobebi srulad ga-

nadgurebulia, maT adgilas mTeli sabWoTa periodis ganmavlobaSi ara-

feri ar iyo, mosaxleoba iyenebda salew kalod. amJamad mimdebared ek-

lesiaa agebuli.  

mosaxloebaSi gavrcelebulia gadmocema, rom es rezidencia da-

deSqelianebamdelia da ruCegianebs, ufro Zvelad ki vardaniZeebs ek-

uTvnodaT. eceris TemSi dReisaTvis ukve aRar arsebobs ruCegianTa 

sacxovrebeli nagebobani. eTnografiuli masaliT, ecerSi ruCegianebi 

saxlobdnen ladrerisa da iskaris teritoriebze. am mosazrebas izi-

arebdnen maqsime qaldani, rusudan xaraZe, aleqsi robaqiZe da anzor 

                                                            
11 a. daviTiani. ganaxlebuli svaneTi. Jurn.: `mnaTobi~. №11. Tb. 1957. 
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qaldani.12 ecerTan erTad ruCegianebi cxovrobdnen da mamulebs flob-

dnen CubexevSi, beCos TemSi, cxumaris TemSi, latalis TemSi da sxv. 

`isini mZlavrobdnen cxumarSic, farSic da beCos zogierT sofel-

Sic~.13 ruCegianTa sagvareulo istoriisa da gansaxlebis arealis Se-

saxeb arsebobs sxva naSromebic.14 

dadeSqelianTa rezidenciis ecerSi arseboba did gavlenas axden-

da am Temis kulturul iersaxeze. 

eceris Temi mdidaria materialuri kulturis ZeglebiT. mkvle-

varTa dakvirvebiT, eceris xalxuri xuroTmoZRvreba ar iyo erTgvaro-

vani, aq erTmaneTis gverdiT Tanaarsebobda sxvadasxva tipis sacxovre-

beli, sameurneo da TavdacviTi nagebobebi, romlebic sacxovreblis 

ganviTarebis sxvadasxva safexurze iqmneboda da romelTa metnaklebad 

saxecvlili formebi gvian periodamdec gvxvdeba.15 

ecerSi svaneTisaTvis damaxasiaTebeli yvela tipis sacxovrebeli 

da TavdacviTi nagebobaa dafiqsirebuli. aq gvxvdeba muryvamiani, svani-

riani, sancxviriani da Sduroiani saxlebi. magram arsebobs ramdenime 

niSani, romlebic ecers sxva svanuri soflebisagan ganasxvavebs da ro-

gorc marTebuladaa miCneuli, amis gamomwvevi mizezi iq dadeSqelianTa 

cixe-kompleqsis arsebobaa. upirvelesi ganmasxvavebeli niSania koSkebis 

metismeti simcire, Tumca, Zvelad, dadeSqelianTa gabatonebamde, koSkiani 

(muryvamiani) saxli ecerisaTvisac unda yofiliyo damaxasiaTebeli. XIX 

saukunisaTvis ecerSi ramdenime muryvami mainc yofila SemorCenili da 

isic barSis dadeSqelianTa rezidenciasTan yvelaze daSorebul qvemo 

ecerSi. XIX saukunis mkvlevar-mogzaurebi erTxmad amCneven am sxvaobas 

da mas Semdegi garemoebiT xsnian, raTa `ymebs koSkebidan winaaRmdegoba ar 

gaewiaT batonebisaTvis, dadeSqelianebs koSkebi ungreviaT. ai, es aris 

mizezi, rom dRes ecers marto dadeSqelianis koSki gadmohyurebs~.16 

                                                            
12 r. xaraZe, a. robaqiZe. svaneTis sofeli Zvelad. Tb. 1961, gv. 107; svanuri prozau-
li teqstebi. t. II. balsqvemouri kilo. teqstebi Sekribes a. daviTianma, v. Tofuriam 
da m. qaldanma. Tb. 1957; a. qaldani. koSkebis samyaroSi. Tb. 1978. 
13 r. xaraZe, al. robaqiZe. svaneTis sofeli Zvelad, gv. 107. 
14 r. gujejiani. qarTul feodalur sagvareuloTa istoriidan (Cegianebi, ruCegiane-
bi). kr.: svaneTis istoriis furclebi. Tb. 2011, gv. 31-40. 
15 r. xaraZe, a. robaqiZe. svaneTis sofeli Zvelad, gv. 46. 
16 b. niJaraZe. istoriul-eTnografiuli werilebi. t. II. Tb. 1964, gv. 95. 
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amgvari akrZalvis Sedegad ecerSi gaxSirda sancxviriani saxlebis mSe-

nebloba. am tipis saxli, marTalia, ukoSkoa, magram mas meore sarTulis 

erT-erT kuTxeze aqvs minaSeni, romlis kedlebzec saisre-saTofuri xvre-

lebia datanebuli. ecerSi mdgara svaniriani saxlebi. svaniri samsarTu-

liania, misi mesame sarTuli TavdacviTi mniSvnelobisaa. TavdacvisaTvis 

yvelaze naklebad vargisia Sduroiani saxli. radganac ZiriTadi safrT-

xe dadeSqelianebs samxreTidan emuqrebodaT, maT uzruniaT imisaTvis, rom 

TavianTi koSki jer sancxvirian saxlebs daefara, Semdeg ki svanirebs.17 

samwuxarod, am sancxviriani da svaniriani saxlebis umetesoba 

dRes sruliad dangreulia. zogis mxolod fragmentebia SemorCenili.  

dadeSqelianebis kompleqsis dasavleTiT molis mTaze aRmarTulia 

koSki, romlis gverdiT sacxovrebeli da sameurneo nagebobebic mdgara, 

magram dangreula. iqauroba demetrianebis samosaxlo iyo. `svaneTis 

sulTa matianeSi~ am gvaris ramdenime warmomadgeneli ixsenieba. xalxi 

am mTas dResac jgirag molaS-s uwodebs, radgan iqve wminda giorgis 

saxelobis eklesiac yofila. bolo demetrianebi, fizikurad da fsiqi-

kuradac uZlurni yofilan da maTi movla-patronoba dadeSqelianebs 

ukisriaT, maTve daumarxavT da didi qelexic gadauxdiaT. koSki dgas 

sofel lanteliSic, mas Tamariseuli koSks uwodeben, koSki sanaxev-

rod Camongreulia. koSki dgas iskarSic. Weliris, barSis, ladreris 

teritoriebze aRmarTuli koSkebi Cveni droisaTvis mxolod nangreve-

bis saxiTaa SemorCenili. 

eceri mdidaria sxva istoriuli ZeglebiTac. iq daculi faseu-

lobebis met-naklebad sruli aRwerilobebi Semogvinaxes dimitri baqra-

Zem (1860 w.), grafinia praskovia uvarovam (1895 w.), mRvdelma poliev-

qtos karbelaSvilma (1903 weli), eqvTime TayaiSvilma (1910 w.) da sxveb-

ma.18 XX saukunis 30-iani wlebidan svaneTSi Semonaxuli istoriuli 

                                                            
17 a. qaldani. koSkebis samyaroSi, gv. 90. 
18 Д. Бакрадзе. Сванетия. Записки Кавказского отдела Императорского русского географи-
ческого общества (ЗКОИРГО). т. VI. Тиф. 1864; Поездка в Пшавию, Хевсуретию и Сване-
тию графини Уваровой. Материалы по археологии Кавказа, собранные экспедициями Мос-
ковского археологического общества (МАК). вып. 10. M. 1904; m. polievqtos karbelaS-
vili. svaneTSi ori kviriT. gaz.: `iveria~. #258. 11 noemberi. 1904; gaz.: `iveria~. 
#268. 23 noemberi, 1904; e. TayaiSvili. arqeologiuri eqspedicia leCxum-svaneTSi 
1910 wels. qarTuli emigrantuli literatura. `dabruneba~. mravaltomeuli g. Sara-
Zis saerTo redaqciiT. t. II. Tb. 1991. 
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Rirebulebebis aRnusxvisa da dacvis iniciatorad giorgi CubinaSvili 

gvevlineba. igi gulistkiviliT aRniSnavs 1936 wels ecerSi momxdar sava-

lalo SemTxvevas, roca borotmoqmedebs gauZarcvavT fxutreris mTa-

varangelozis saxelobis eklesia.19 es eklesia xalxis mexsierebaSi Ta-

mar mefesTan aris dakavSirebuli, Tumca bevrad Zvelia, meaTe saukuni-

saa, moxatulia XI-XII saukuneebSi da ufro gvian. fxuteris eklesia 

mniSvnelovania Tavisi moxatulobiT, warwerebiT, zariT, moCuqurTmebu-

li kariT, iona winaswarmetyvelis (XI s.) xatiT da a.S. sofel quraS-

Si dgas wmida giorgis eklesia sayuradRebo freskebiTa da warwerebiT. 

iqve inaxeba quraSis oTxTavi. wmida giorgis eklesia dgas uRvalSic. 

mis freskaze gamosaxulia qtitorebis anton da miqael ufrianebis ga-

mosaxulebebi. ecerSi aris wmida barbares ramdenime eklesia (iskari, 

herbuTi, lanteli, barSi...), Weliridan mTis sazafxulo saZovrebisa-

ken mimavali bilikis siaxloves SeiniSneba Zveli nagebobis kvali, 

xalxi am adgils `mTis mTavarangelozs~ uwodebs. sayuradReboa gad-

mocema daculi sofel ladreris maxloblad, tyis piras SemorCenil 

nangrevebTan, aq. wmida barbares monasteri mdgara. misTvis `didi omi-

anobis~ dros mters alya Semourtyams da sastikad auoxrebia. 

kulturis Zeglebia svaneTis sasoflo moednebic, romelTac 

`svif~-ebs uwodeben. es termini qarTul `sufels~ ukavSirdeba. s. ja-

naSias dakvirvebiT, `aq daculia is momenti, roca sasoflo Tems jer 

kidev SenarCunebuli aqvs Tavisi ZiriTadi organo – sasoflo eris 

kreba: koleqtivTan erTad `sufeli~ am eris krebasac aRniSnavs, Sem-

deg es termini ukavSirdeba, rogorc es svanurSia warmodgenili im 

adgils, sadac Cveulebriv Tavs iyris mTeli sofeli~.20 amgvari, mTe-

li soflis Sesakrebi adgili, yvela mogzauris SeniSvniT, gamarTuli 

yofila sofel barSSi, dadeSqelianTa axali sacxovreblis (oda-sax-

lebi) win aRmarTuli ifnis midamoebSi. Tumca, sofel barSs mxolod 

Tavisi svifi wmida barbares eklesiasTan aqvs. TiTqmis yoveli svifis 

siaxloves Zveli sasaflaoebic SeiniSneba. 

                                                            
19 Г. Чубинашвили. О работе по учету и охране культурно-исторических памятников Сва-
нетии. Jurn.: `Zeglis megobari~. #31-32. Tb. 1973 weli. 
20 s. janaSia. saqarTvelo adreuli feodalizaciis gzaze. Sromebi. t. I. Tb. 1949. 
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dadeSqelianebis Tavdapirveli samarxebi quraSis wmida giorgis 

eklesiis maxloblad aris dafiqsirebuli. amJamad SeiniSneba mxolod 

fragmentebi. mogvianebiT dadeSqelianebi TavianT micvalebulebs fxut-

reris eklesiasa da mis ezoSi marxavdnen. 

dadeSqelianTa cixe-simagre aRmarTulia strategiulad moxerxe-

bul, SemaRlebul adgilas, sofel barSis Crdilo-dasavleT nawilSi. 

marTalia, rezidencia dangreulia, magram Zveli Canawerebis, aRweri-

lobebisa da foto Tu naxati masalebis mixedviT mkvlevarma anzor 

qaldanma aRadgina cixe-darbazis gegma. misi varaudiT, kompleqsi aSen-

da XVI saukunis dasawyisSi adre arsebuli nagebobebis bazaze.21 va-

leri silogava dadeSqelianTa cixis mSeneblad erT-erT saeklesio 

mosaxsenebelSi moxseniebul ivane da porti margianebs miiCnevs.22 re-

zidencia moicavda maRal galavanSemovlebul vrcel sivrces, romelic 

aerTianebda cixe-koSks, sacxovrebel da sameurneo nagebobebs. galavans 

SigniT iyo moqceuli mdinare kedrula, romelic eceris Tems sasmeli 

wyliT amaragebda. am mdinareze gamarTuli hqoniaT wisqvilebic. 

qarTul Tu rusul presasa da ucxoel mogzaurTa CanawerebSi 

uamravjer ixseniebian dadeSqelianebi da maTi cixe-kompleqsi, radgan 

yoveli mecnieri, saxelmwifo moxele Tu sasuliero piri swored da-

deSqelianebTan hpovebda TavSesafars da guluxv maspinZlobas.  

barSis dadeSqelianTa rezidenciis Cven xelT arsebuli pirveli 

aRweriloba ekuTvnis mRvdel mWedliZes da sagazeTo publikacia ga-

moqveynebulia 1869 wlis `droebaSi~. werilis avtoria eceris TemSi 

moRvawe mRvdeli mixeil mWedliZe. vvaraudob, rom igi gaxldaT wmida 

svimon mWedliZis mama. saarqivo masalis Tanaxmad, mRvdeli mixeili 

eceris Temis sofel fxutreris mTavarngelozebis eklesiaSi msaxu-

robda 1865-1867 wlebSi.23 misi werilis mixedviT, `dadeSqelianebis 

mdgomareoba Zveleburi mefis an mebatonis mdgomareobas Seesabameboda; 

cixe-darbazi zRudeebiT iyo Semofargluli da Signidan zRudis ked-

                                                            
21 a. qaldani. dadeSqelianebis cixe-darbazi sof. barSSi. Jurn.: `Zeglis megobari~. 
#43-44. Tb. 1976-1977. gv. 59. 
22 v. silogava. svaneTis werilobiTi Zeglebi. t. I, gv. 267. 
23 m. kezevaZe. egzarqosobis droindeli leCxumisa da svaneTis eklesiebi da mRvdlebi, 
quTaisi. 2007, gv. 27.  
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lebze sxvadasxva nagebobani iyo midgmuli. mTavari alayafis kari rki-

nis frTebiani yofila, romlis gasaRebi feodalis erTgul ymas ebara. 

cixe-darbazis dasavleTis kedelze uricxvi saTofuri xvreli yofila 

ganlagebuli ramdenime rigad~.24 

arsebobs dadeSqelianTa rezidenciis ramdenime sxva aRwerilo-

bac, ufro gviani xanisa. svaneTSi asuli TiTqmis yvela saxelmwifo 

moxele, sasuliero piri, mkvlevari da mogzauri aucileblad stum-

robda Tavad dadeSqelianebs da xSir SemTxvevaSi iqaurobis aRweri-

lobasac gvitovebda (gabriel episkoposi, aleqsi stoianovi, maqsim 

kovalevski, grafinia praskovia uvarova, niko mari, eqvTime TayaiSvi-

li..). Sesabamisad, mogvepoveba rezidenciaSi droTa viTarebaSi momxda-

ri cvlilebebis amsaxveli masalac. es informacia sayuradReboa ara 

marto rezidenciis istoriis dinamikis warmoCenisaTvis, aramed soci-

umze dadeSqelianTa kulturuli da socialuri gavlenisa da sazoga-

doebrivi cxovrebis suraTebis rekonstruirebisaTvis. 

erT-erTi pirveli aRweriloba dagvitova wmida gabriel episko-

posma. cnobilia, rom man svaneTSi orjer imogzaura. pirveli mogza-

urobis (1864 weli) dros dadeSqelianebi galavans gareT aSenebdnen 

sazafxulo saxls, imeruli tipis odas. `mivediT saRamos ecerSi. Su-

aSi dgas koSki, yvelaze maRali svaneTSi. saocaria, rom axali Tavadi 

gamoirCeva aseTi moridebuli xasiaTiT... Tengizi da misi meuRle, af-

xazeTis TavadTa sagvareulodan, arian morwmuneni, zneobrivni... Tengi-
zis coli da Svilebi am drs cxovrobdnen sxva sofelSi – cxomareT-

Si...25 keTilma meuRleebma didi siyvaruliT migviRes. Zveli stumar-

Tmoyvaruli tradiciis Tanaxmad, TviTon Tengizi da misi Zma fexze 

idgnen da gvemsaxurebodnen. mas Zvirad ujdeba Tavisi gvaris siZvele 

da mniSvneloba. adaTi aiZulebs mas ganagrZos Tavis gvaris mniSvnelo-

bis Cveneba – didZali stumris miReba, gamaspinZleba da dasaCuqreba. 

yoveldRiurad misi stumrebi miirTmeven mTel Zroxas, ramdenime 

cxvars. amitomac Tengizi Raribi memamulea~.26 xolo meore mogzaur-

                                                            
24 mR. mWedliZe. werili svaneTidgan. gaz.: `droeba~. №66. 1869. 
25 igulisxmeba cxumari, sadac dasaxlda Tengizis Zma beqirbi. 
26 Православие на Кавказе. Обозрение сванетских приходов. Из записок преосвященного 
Гавриила, епископа имеретинского. Православное обозрение. т. XXII. M. 1867. 



rozeta gujejiani. dadeSqelianTa samTavro rezidencia ecerSi _ 

istoria da kulturul-socialuri aspeqtebi 

 

 

431 

obis dros (1873) barSis axali saxli ukve agebuli yofila da Ten-

gizi ojaxTan erTad barSSi cxovrobda.27 

gvaqvs Semdgomi periodis informaciac, saidanac vigebT, rom Ta-

vad Tengizs meore odac augia, radgan didZali stumrianobis gamo me-

ore odis saWiroebac warmoqmnila. aleqsi stoianovis mogzaurobis 

masalebidan yuradRebas ipyrobs Tavad dadeSqelianTa da glexTa gasak-

virad gulTbili urTierToba. aleqsi stoianovi quTaisis gimnaziis 

maswavlebeli iyo da svaneTs estumra Tavis mowafesTan erTad, rome-

lic Tavad Tengiz dadeSqelianis Svili gaxldaT. sofel barSSi Ses-

vlisas maT mTeli sofeli gamoegeba, qalic, kacic, moxucebic, axal-

gazrdebic. stoianovi aRwers: `sofelSi SevediT cocxali xeivnis gav-

liT. es erTgvari xeivani warmoqmnes adgilobrivebma, romelTac Seut-

yviaT, rom Tengizis Svili modioda da mas egebebodnen. sawyali ymaw-

vili iZulebuli iyo yvela Semxvedrs gdaxveoda da gadekocna yoveli 

maTgani. gansakuTrebiT damRlelni moxuci qalebi iyvnen, romlebic 

xangrZlivad locavdnen ymawvils~.28 stoianovi aRwers or sastumro 

saxls, erTs, ukeT, xolo meores SedarebiT Raribulad mowyobils, 

romelSic dabali socialuri wris warmomdgenlebs abinavebdnen, ag-

reTve, mosostr dadeSqelianis axal saxls. Tavisuflad darCenili 

sivrcis Sesaxeb ki wers, rom aq Tavadi Tengizi didi saxlis Cadgams 

gegmavso. stoianovi adis koSkzec da agviwers mis agebulebsa, sarTu-

lebis daniSnulebas, istorias.29 

sxva masaliT viciT, rom TandaTanobiT tradiciad Camoyalibebu-

la sastumro odis kedlebze stumarTa mier avtografebis amokveTa an 

warwerebis Sesruleba.30 

barSisa da rezidenciis saucxoo aRwerilobas gvawvdis mRvdeli 

polievqtos karbelaSvili, romelmac 1903 wels imogzaura svaneTSi. 

mRvdel polievqtosis masala mravalmxriv mniSvnelovania, radgan avto-

ri detalur informacias gvitovebs rogorc Zveli cixe-kompleqsis, 
                                                            
27 Отчет общества восстановления православного христианства на Кавказе за 1873 год. 
Тиф. 1875. 
28 А. И. Стоянов. Путешествие по Сванетии. ЗКОИРГО. Кн. X. Вып. 2. Тиф. 1876, gv. 302. 
29 А. И. Стоянов. Путешествие по Сванетии, gv. 304-305. 
30 Н. Я. Марр. Из поездок в Сванию (летом 1911-1912 гг.). «Христианский Восток». т. II. 
вып. 2. СПб. 1913.              
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aseve, mis dasavleTiT aSenebuli axali saxlisa da kar-midamos Sesaxeb: 

`SevudeqiT xifaTians mTis bilikebsa. dabindda. biliki gabmiT mSvenier 

Txilnarzed midioda. 10 saaTze eweris31 sazogadoebasac mivaxwieT. 

CrdiloeTis mxriv Soridgan gamoCnda didi sinaTle da Cvenc iqiT mi-

veSurebodiT~.32 igulisxmeba eceris Temis sofel barSSi arsebuli 

dadeSqelianebis rezidencia. mogzaurebi swored TaTaryan dadeSqelianis 

stumrebi iyvnen. sagulisxmoa, rom barSidan danaxuli eceris sanaxebi 

mxatvrulad da eqspresiuladaa aRwerili: `meore diliT rom avdeqiT 

da gavixed-gamovixedeT: aRmosavleTiT mSvenieri seri daSvebula, da-

savleTiT ufro maRlobi saZovriani mTa awolila, CrdiloeTiT tyiani 

uReltexilia kavkasiis umTavres qedisaken. samxreTiT vrcel ferdobzed 

mofenilia eweris sazogadoebis soflebi, romelTa dabla Rrma xevSi moR-

lialebs enguri. gaRma ki amarTula tyiani mTa... Cvens garSemo vrceli 

ezo axlad abibinebuliyo xasxasa mwvaniT. ezos saSuals dgas Cvenis 

gul-uxvis maspinZlis or-sarTuliani saxli – dabla qviTkirisa, maRla 

– ficruli, yavriT gadaxuruli. aRmosavleTis mxriv gadgmuli aqvs TiT-

qmis oci adlis sigrZe da ganieri aivani. saxlis gaswvriv samxreT-aR-

mosavleTiT, ase oc saJenzed uzarmazari ifnis xea amarTuli. ifnis 

Zirzed dayudebulia erTianis qvisagan gamoqandakebuli saxelovanis oTar 

dadeSqelianis saxe (XVII saukunis damdges). am ifnis CrdilSi gatare-

buli dro yvelas samaxsovrod darCeba. saxls ukan gamoCuxCuxebs ana-

kara, mTis sawisqvilo wyali da sigrilis sios hfens mTels ezos ... 

aivanze rom gaviar-gamoviareT, mTelis saxlis kedeli da sxva warwe-

rebiT mofenili aRmoCnda: ingliseli freSfildi, germaneli, Sveicare-

li, rusi, sxva... ezos aRmosavleTiT gza Caudis da gzas iqiT amarTu-

lia Zveli cixe-darbazi dadeSqelianebisa. didi maRali cixe TiTqos 

daRonebuli dahyurebs eweris sazogadoebas da warsul sisxlis wvi-

mebis droTa daundoblobas ar iviwyebs. cixes gars avlia qviTkiris 

magari galavani, ase Svidi adlis simaRle~.33 mRvdelma polievqtosma 

                                                            
31 igulisxmeba `eceri~. 
32 mRvdeli polievqtos karbelaSvili. svaneTSi ori kviriT. gaz.: `iveria~. #163, 18 
ivlisi. 1904 weli. 
33 mRvdeli polievqtos karbelaSvili. svaneTSi ori kviriT. gaz.: `iveria~. #258. 11 
noemberi. 1904 weli. 
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aRwera dadeSqelianTa saxlSi arsebuli siZvelebic: `am ojaxSive da-

culia Zveli didi xis skivri, mSvenieri CuqurTmebiT aWrelebuli. 

uwindeli Zvirfasi iaraRi xom mravlad aris saTuTad inaxaven~.34 

mRvdel polievqtosis mier aRwerili odebi ar SemorCenila. sas-

tumro saxlebi da TviT galavans SigniT arsebuli sacxovrebeli da same-

urneo nagebobebis nawili, rogorc zemoT iTqva, daingra 1917 wels (an 

1918 wels). oqtombris revoluciis Semdeg svaneTSi arsebuli qaosis dros 

social-demokratTagan Segulianebuli eceris glexebi `Seesien Senobebs 

da daangries. koSkiT gamagrebuli maRalgalavniani da rkiniT mosaltu-

li, muxis karebiani safeodalo fuZe, qviTkiris saxlis direebi cida-

cida sigrZeze daWres da naWrebi ojaxebSi gaanawiles; erTi wili mas-

wavleblebsac argunes, rom, vinicobaa, dro Sebrunebuliyo, yvela yo-

filiyo xvedris Tanamoziare~.35 

arsebuli saistorio wyaroebis Sejerebisa da adgilze Catare-

buli xangrZlivi kvlevis Sedegad eTnologma da arqiteqtorma anzor 

qaldanma Seqmna rezidenciis rekonstruqciis proeqti, romlis ZiriTa-

di arsi aseTia: galavanis maRal kedlebs SigniT moqceuli teritoria 

moicavs daaxloebiT 1400 metrs. galavnis kedlebi ramdenime adgilas 

sacxovrebeli da damxmare nagebobebis kedlebadac aris gamoyenebuli. 

galavans datanili hqonda ori kari: didi kari, alayafis kari da pata-

ra kari – sameurneo daniSnulebisaTvis. es patara kari rezidencias md. 

kedrulaze gamarTul wisqvilTan akavSirebda. cixe-darbazis ezos sam-

xreT-aRmosavleTi nawili ZiriTadad sameurneo funqciis mqone yofila 

(wisqvili, kalo, aryis saxdeli, saSeSe fardulebi...). Sida ezoSi gan-

lagebuli iyo sacxovrebeli da sameurneo nagebobebi. maTgan uZvelesad 

miCneulia gansakuTrebiT didi gabaritebis mqone orsarTuliani qvis 

saxli. dReisaTvis am saxlis saZirkvlebiRaa SemorCenili. misi pirveli 

sarTulis farTobi 164 kv. metrs Seadgens. es saxlic XX saukunis 

dasawyisidan ingreva. am saxlis farTobi ZiriTadad Sinamosamsaxureebze 

yofila gadanawilebuli. saxlis oTxsave kedels TaRebiani sabrZolo 

parapeti agvirgvinebda. am saxlis samxreTis kedelze midgmuli iyo me-
                                                            
34 mRvdeli polievqtos karbelaSvili. svaneTSi ori kviriT. gaz.: `iveria~. #268. 23 
noemberi. 1904 weli. 
35 a. daviTiani. ganaxlebuli svaneTi. Jurn.: `mnaTobi~. #11. Tb. 1957. 
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ore qvis saxli: esec orsarTuliani. pirveli sarTuli saqonlis sad-

gomi yofila, meore ki – muSaxelis sacxovreblad gankuTvnili. alaya-

fis karis axlos idga mesame orsarTuliani qvis saxli. am saxlis meore 

sarTulis funqcia alayafis karis dacva iyo. cixe-darbazis samxreT-

dasavleT kuTxesTan dgas meoTxe qvis saxli. am saxlis pirveli sar-

Tuli saqonlis sadgomi yofila, meore – ki TavdacviT da sameurneo 

miznebs emsaxureboda. rezidenciis yvelaze SemaRlebul adgilze koSkia 

aRmarTuli. es koSki yvelaze maRalia mTel savneTSi. daaxloebiT 30 

metria. xuTsarTuliania. saZirkevelTan misi zomebia 6,60 × 6,55 m. pir-

veli sarTulis saTavsi miwidan 8,40 metr simaRlezea. am simaRlemde 

kosSi mTliania. koSki entazisiania. misi tani simaRlis erT mesamedamde 

sworad adis, Semdgom ki TandaTan viwrovdeba. koSks TaRebiani parape-

ti agvirgvinebs, saidanac sakmaod Sor manZilis gakontroleba SeiZle-

boda. koSkis CrdiloeTis kedelze midgmulia orsarTuliani nageboba, 

romlis pirveli sarTuli koSkis aRmosavleTiT mdebare orsarTuliani 

saxlis pirveli sarTulis saTavsSi Sesasvlel derefans warmoadgen-

da. sardafSi marcvleulis Sesanaxi uzarmazari kidobnebi mdgara. sar-

dafis nawili ki marani yofila. derefnis meore sarTulis saTavsidan 

koSkis aRmosavleTiT agebuli saxlis meore sarTulis saTavsSi Sedi-

odnen, sadac dadeSqelanebis ojaxi cxovrobda. aqedan koSkSi gadasas-

vleli dakiduli aivani iyo mowyobili. cixe-darbazis aRmosavleTis 

kedelTan ori momcro zomis saxli mdgara: es saxlebi saqonlis sad-

gomad da saqonlis sakvebis Sesanaxad gamoiyeneboda. sasmeli da same-

urneo wyali galavans SigniT yofila Semoyvanili mdinare kedruladan, 

iqve yofila gamarTuli wisqvili. mkvlevaris dakvirvebiT, koSki da 

mTliani rezidencia garda yvelaze didi zomis saxlisa, XV saukunis 

meore naxevarsa da XVI saukuneSi unda aSenebuliyo.36 

dReisaTvis dadeSqelianTa samTavro cixe-kompleqsi ganadgurebis 

pirasaa, ukiduresad mZime mdgomareobaSia. marTalia, Zegls oficial-

urad icavs saxelmwifo, magram cixe-darbazis Tanamedrove mdgomareoba 

moiTxovs gadaudebel daxmarebas. XX saukunis 80-ian wlebSi koSks 

Cautarda gamagrebiTi samuSaoebi, Semoavles rkinis salte, gadaxures, 

                                                            
36 a. qaldani. dadeSqelianebis cixe-darbazi sofel barSSi, gv. 55-59. 
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aRadgines sarTulebi. magram gavida aTwleulebi da koSkis saxuravi 

kvlav Caiqca, ingreoda qongurebi. ramdenime wlis win adgilobrivi Za-

lebiT koSki kvlav gadaixura, Tumca koSkis CrdiloeTisa da aRmosav-

leTis kedlebze Rrma bzarebia gaCenili, ingreva damxmare da sacxov-

rebeli nagebobebis SemorCenili naSTebi. Tvalsa da xels Suanadgur-

deba galavani. Zeglis teritoriaze SeWrilia ucxo, kerZo nagebobebi 

da amiT Zeglis statusi darRveulia. 

eceris dadeSqelianTa kompleqsis gadarCena bevri saintereso per-

speqtivis gaCenis imeds iZleva: qarTuli kulturuli memkvidreobis am 

unikaluri Zeglis konservaciis an nawilobrivi restavraciis SemTxve-

vaSi es adgili gadaiqceva mniSvnelovan muzeumad – Ria cis qveS arse-

bul istoriul-eTnografiul centrad. am Zegls da mis garSemo mowes-

rigebul infrastruqturas aqvs realuri potenciali, Camoyalibdes 

kulturul-saganmanaTleblo centrad, romelsac eqneba SemecnebiTi da-

niSnuleba da gaxdeba axalgazrdobisa da qarTuli kulturiT dainte-

resebuli mecnierebisa da mogzaurebis dainteresebis obieqti. yoveli-

ve es, cxadia, umniSvnelovanesia kulturuli memkvidreobis gadarCenis 

TvalsazrisiT da aseve, prespeqtiulia adgilobrivi socialuri gare-

mos gaumjobesebisa da mosaxleobis adgilze dmagrebis mxrivac. 

proeqtis Seqmna da Sesruleba realuria: arsebobs mdidari is-

toriul-eTnografiuli masala am Zeglis istoriisa da aq moRvawe Ta-

vad dadeSqelianebis garSemo. arsebobs Zeglis samecniero anazomebi da 

diagnostika, romelic garkveuli drois gasvlis gamo moiTxovs ganax-

lebas. am masalis srulad moZiebisa da gaanalizebis Sedegad SesaZle-

belia Zeglis istoriuli saxis momcveli informaciuli proeqtis 

Sedgena da daiteresebuli sazogadoebisaTvis wardgena. 

am rezidencias bevri istoriuli faqti ukavSirdeba. sabWoTa pe-

riodSi Tavad dadeSqelianTa cxovreba da saqmianoba, ZiriTadad, mkveT-

rad uaryofiTad fasdeboda. realoba ki sxvagvari kvlevis saSualebasac 

gvaZlevs, magaliTad, cnobilia, rom Tavad TaTaryanis uSualo mcde-

lobiT da kavkasiaSi marTlmadidebeli qristianobis aRmdgeneli sazoga-

doebis misioner-inspeqtoris maminaiSvilis aqtiuri monawileobiT 1899 

wels ecerSi skola gaxsnila. erTi wlis manZilze skola ganTavsebuli 

yofila Tavad mosostr dadeSqelianis saxlSi, momdevno wels ki sko-
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lisaTvis adgili gamouyvia svaneTis skolebis sapatio mzrunvels Tavad 

TaTaryan dadeSqelians. skolis daarsebis pirvelsave wels Sekrebil 

moswavleTa SedarebiTma simravlem afiqrebina skolis mesveurebs, ga-

daekeTebinaT igi orklasian saswavleblad.37 TaTaryan, levan, mosostr 

dadeSqelianebi mxarSi edgnen ilia WavWavaZis erovnul-ganmaTavisuf-

lebel moZraobas da, cnobilia, rom svaneTSi rusifikaciis winaaRmdeg 

gadadgmul saprotesto gamosvlebSi dadeSqelianebs didi wvlili mi-

uZRodaT. magaliTad, adgilobrivi mosaxleobis did ukmayofilebas iw-

vevda rusifikatoruli politika – skolebidan qarTuli enis gandevna. 

am sakiTxze umsjeliaT leCxumis mazris Tavad-aznaurTa krebazec, romel-

sac gadawyvetileba Tavad levan beqirbis Ze dadeSqelianis TxovniT miuRia, 

raTa momaval sagubernio krebaze `Suamdgomloba aRiZras imis Sesaxeb, 

rom svaneTSi ar moispos pirveldasawyis skolebSi qarTuli ena~.38 Ta-

vadi TaTaryani iyo axlo megobari eqvTime TayaiSvilisa. mas samecniero 

werilic ki aqvs gamoqveynebuli.39 dadeSqelianebi qmnidnen adgilobriv 

kulturul-ganmanaTleblur sivrces, isini acnobdnen mogzaurebs, moxe-

leebs, sasuliero pirebs da mecnierebs svaneTis yofas da kulturas. 

mosostr dadeSqeliani erT-erTi lideri iyo svaneTis antisabWoTa ajanye-

bisa da a. S.  

yovelive zemoTqmulidan gamomdinare, aucilebelia am Zvirfasi is-

toriuli Zeglis konservacia, sasurvelia reabilitaciac, radgan:  

1. nageboba didi istoriuli Rirebulebisaa – asaxavs saqarTvelos 

istoriis grZel monakveTs – XV saukunidan 1917 wlamde. 

2. nageboba kompleqsuria da moicavs koSks, sacxovrebel da same-

urneo nagebobebs, SemosazRvrulia galavniT. 

3. mTeli XIX saukunis ganmavlobaSi da XX saukunis 20-ian wlebam-

de samTavro rezidencia warmoadgenda svaneTSi asuli mogzaure-

bis, alpinistebis, mkvlevar-mecnierebisa da saxelmwifo moxele-

ebis TavSeyris adgils, saidanac stumrebi ecnobodnen adgilobriv 

                                                            
37 gaz.: `iveria~. #1267. 1888 weli; gaz.: `cnobis furceli~. #1588. 21 seqtemberi. 
1901 weli. 
38 gaz.: `iveria~. #177. 10 aprili. 1903. 
39 T. dadeSqeliani. SeniSvna Sesaxeb sityvisa `dastagisa~. kr.: Zveli saqarTvelo. t. 
II. tf. 1913. 
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qarTul kulturas. Sesabamisad, maT Canawerebsa da samecniero 

kvlevebSi didi adgili eTmoba am Zeglis aRwerilobasa da gar-

Semo arsebuli qarTuli tradiciuli yofis ama Tu im elements. 

4. dadeSqelianTa samTavro saxli (XIX saukunis Suaxanebamde) mar-

Tavda zemo svaneTis vrcel monakveTs daba jvaris mimdebared aR-

marTuli saguSago koSkidan vidre balis qedamde. ruseTis mier sva-

neTis samTavros gauqmebis Semdeg Tavadi dadeSqelianebi xdebian 

saxelmwifo moxeleebi da kvlavac svaneTis sazogadoebrivi cxov-

rebis avangardSi arian moqceulni. maT Soris ramdenime moRvawe 

mniSvnelovan rols asrulebda qarTul erovnul-ganmaTavisufle-

bel moZraobaSi. maTi saxelebi dakavSirebulia svaneTSi pirveli 

skolebis gaxsnasTan, antisabWour ajanyebebTan da sxva erovnul-

kulturuli mniSvnelobis movlenebTan. 
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Rozeta Gujejiani 
 

DADESHKELIANI PRINCIPALITY RESIDENCE IN ETSERI  –
HISTORY AND CULTURAL-SOCIAL ASPECTS 

 
Summary 

 
Residence of the Dadeshkeliani family in the village Barshi of the Etseri 

community (the region of Mestia) is  unique monument preserved in Svaneti – 
one of the historical-ethnographic regions of Georgia. 

The building is unique and outstanding with various signs: 
1. Only few residences are preserved in Georgia. Barshi castle is a rare 

exception.  
2. The building is of great historical value – it represents a long period in 

the history of Georgia – from the 15th century up to 1917.  
3. The building is complex and it involves a tower, dwelling and farming 

constructions. It is encircled with the fence of the castle. Within the entire 19th  
century and till the 20s of the 20th century this residence has been a gathering 
place for travellers, alpinists, researcher-scientists and state officials during their 
visits to Svaneti, from where the guests were familiarized with the local 
Georgian culture. Correspondingly, in their notes and scientific research a great 
place is attributed to the description of this monument and elements of the 
Georgian traditional life. 

4. Dadeshkeliani family (till the mid-19th c.) governed a vast section of 
Zemo (Upper) Svaneti from the village Jvari watch-tower to the Bali ridge. After 
Russia abolished Svaneti principality, princes from Dadeshkeliani family beca-
me state officials. Some of them performed important role in the national libe-
ration movement of Georgia. Their names are associated with the opening of the 
first schools in Svaneti and with some other important national-cultural events. 

History: residence of the Dadeshkeliani family is located in the village Ba-
rshi of the Etseri community. It is situated at the end of the village, on the north-
west side up on the hill. The residence included highly fenced vast area, which 
united the castle, dwelling and farming constructions. River Kedrula, which 
supplied the Etseri community with drinkable water, is located inside the fence.  

The first description of these combined buildings known to us is published 
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in 1869 in “Droeba”. The author of this letter is the priest of Etseri community, 
Mikheil Mchedlidze. According to his notes, the conditions of Dadeshkeliani 
family were equal to the conditions proper for the ancient kings and landlords; 
the castle was surrounded by the fence and various constructions were attached to 
the walls inside the fence. The main gates were decorated with the iron wings and 
the keys were handed to the devoted servant of the feudal lord. There were lots 
of embrasure holes disposed in several rows on the western wall of the castle. 

There are some other later descriptions of the residence. Almost all of the 
state officials, priests, researchers and travellers visited Dadeshkeliani family 
during their trip to Svaneti and in most cases, they left their own descriptions of 
the area (bishop Gabrieli, Maksim Kovalevski, countess Praskovia Uvarova, 
Niko Marr, Akaki Shanidze). Correspondingly, we have the materials that 
describe the changes in the residence during some period of time. For example: 
it is known that during bishop Gabrieli’s first trip to Svaneti, the Dadeshkeliani 
family was building the summer residence, Imeretian wooden house outside the 
fence. Further materials show us that prince Tengiz built the second guest house 
as well. According to some other materials, it slowly became a tradition for the 
guests to cut out their autographs and some other inscriptions on the walls of the 
guest-house. These guest-houses do not exist anymore. The houses and part of 
the dwelling and farming constructions inside the fence were destroyed in 1917. 
After the October Revolution, during the chaos in Svaneti, the peasants, incited 
by the social-democrats, destroyed the buildings. The feudal foundation 
decorated with iron, strengthened with the tower with oak doors,  and the logs 
of the houses of lime were cut into length and distributed to families; part of 
them were given to the teachers so that everyone were participants of this crime.   

The Main Essence of the Reconstruction Made by Anzor Kaldani: 
The territory inside the tall walls of the fence is about 1400 square 

metres. The walls of the fence were used as the walls of the dwelling and 
auxiliary buildings. The fence had two doors: the bigger one was used as gates 
and the smaller door – for farming purpose. This door connected the residence 
with the mill on the river Kedrula.  

The south-eastern part of the castle was mostly used for farming function 
(mill, threshing-floor, places for making vodka, stalls for firewood, etc.). 

The dwelling and farming constructions were situated inside the yard. 
The big, two-storeyed stone house is considered to be the oldest building. This 
house is destroyed nowadays. The first-floor area is about 164 square metres. 
This house was destroyed at the beginning of the XX century. The house space 
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was distributed mainly among the servants. The walls of the house were deco-
rated with the arched parapets. 

The second two-storeyed stone house was attached to the southern wall of 
this house. The first floor was used as a dwelling for cattle and the second floor 
was used for workmen as a place for living. 

There was the third two-storeyed stone house near the gates as well. The 
second function of this house was protecting the gates. 

The fourth stone house is situated near the south-west corner of the gates. 
The first floor of this house was used for cattle and the second floor was used 
for defensive and farming purposes. 

The five-storeyed tower located at the upper side of the residence, is the 
tallest tower in Svaneti. Its hight is about 30 metres. The size of it near the 
foundation is 6,60*6,55 metres. The receptacle of the first floor is 8,40 metres 
high from the ground. The body of the tower stays straight up to the third part of 
the whole building, then it narrows. The tower is crowned with arched parapet 
from which there was the apportunity to control quite a vast area. 

The two-storeyed constraction is attached to the northern wall of the tower. 
The first floor was used as the corridor to the receptacle of the two-storeyed 
house situated at the eastern part of the tower. There were huge bins of cereals in 
the basement. Part of the basement was used for storing wine. The receptacle on 
the second floor was connected to the other basement situated on the second floor 
of the house at the eastern part of the tower. That was where Dadeshkeliani 
family lived. There was a balcony connected to the tower as well.  

There were two small houses near the eastern wall of the castle: these 
houses were used for keeping cattle and their food. 

The territory was supplied with drinkable and farming water from the 
river Kedrula; the mill was built there as well. 

According to researchers, the tower and the whole residence, except the 
biggest house in the territory, must have been built in the second half of the 15th  
century or in the 16th century. 

Problems: residence of the Dadeshkeliani family is in extremely poor con-
dition at present. The state officially protects the monument, its present condition 
demands urgent assistance. Some reconstructive works were made in the 1980s 
– the tower was bordered with iron hoop, it was roofed as well and the storeys 
were reconstructed. But nowadays the situation is regrettable: the fence is fall-
ing down and is being damaged, there are some deep cracks on the northern and 
eastern walls of the tower, the remaining parts of dwellings and facilities are 
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being destructed. Some private buildings are cut into the territory of the monu-
ment, this fact violates its status. 

Perspectives: In case of conservation or partial restoration of this unique 
monument of the Georgian culture, this place can become an important museum 
– an open air historical-ethnographic centre. This monument and the regulated 
infrastructure around it have real potential for being established as cultural-edu-
cational centre of comprehensive character and will become the object of inte-
rest for youth, scientists and travellers interested in Georgian culture. All this, 
surely, is of considerable importance from the viewpoint of saving the cultural 
heritage and is also prospective for improving the local social environment and 
for assisting the local population stay in their living-places. 

Real Potentials: There are rich historical-ethnographic materials on the 
history of the monument and the representatives of the princely family of the 
Dadeshkeliani. There are also some scientific measurements and diagnostics of 
the monument, which require renewal. In the result of research for these mate-
rials and the full analysis, it is possible to compile informational project on the 
history of the monument and to present it to the interested public. 


