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Darejan Menabde

HISTORIOGRAPHIC CONCEPTS OF MEMOIR
LITERATURE

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, special interest arose n our society in
previously unpublished memoir literature — the literature which describes the histor-
ical events of 1921 as well as the subsequent actions of the totalitarian regime. It is
also obvious that modern readers cannot obtain full information on the 70-year-long
regime relying only on the Soviet historiography. In the process of research from this
viewpoint, memoir literature assumes a certain importance, which often also has the
significance of a historical source.

This presentation deals with the recently published memoirs of three authors,
written at different times and in different environments. Although the first of them —
Sophio Chijavadze-Kedia — wrote her memoirs in emigration in France, the second
— Isidore Ramishvili — in Soviet prisons, and the third — Mikheil Kekelidze — in exile
all of them were victims of the Soviet regime.

The memoirs of Sophio Chijavadze-Kedia (1885-1993), Nasmen-Nakhuli (The
Heard and Seen) were published in 2002 in Paris. S.Chijavadze-Kedia, a historian by
profession, was the wife of Spiridon Kedia, Chairman of the National-Democratic
Party, she shared the ideas of her husband and supported him in the struggle. The
memoirs are based on historical facts, the peripeteia of gaining the independence of
Georgia and struggle for its retaining. The text describes the entry of the Red Army
into Thilisi, the resistance movements (the history and results of the 1922 riots and
the 1924 uprising), the fate of women who were evicted from their apartments and
had to move between the “Extraordinary Commission” and the prisons, the people’s
attitude towards the new reality, etc.

Isidore Ramishvili (1859-1937) was one of the founders of the Social-Demo-
cratic Movement, a member of the National Council and the Founding Assembly of
the Democratic Republic of Georgia, who stayed in Georgia after the occupation.
From 1922 he was exiled to Kashin, Astrakhan, Tashkent and Khodjent, and later —
to Tskhinvali and Vladikavkaz. Mogonebebi (The Memoirs) by Isidore Ramishvili
(published in 2012) is an important historical source in many respects. The narrative
ends in 1936. The author was executed by shooting in 1937 in Thbilisi.

Mogonebebi (The Memoirs) by Mikheil Kekelidze (1911-1996) was published
recently, in 2020. M.Kekelidze was a writer, author of historical novels, an eye-wit-
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ness of the overthrow of the First Georgian Republic and the Bolshevization of the
country. He was quite young when he founded an illegal organization Akhalgazrda
Sakartvelo (Young Georgia), for which he spent decades in prisons and exiles. The
text is interesting also because the history narrated in it covers the period from the
proclamation of the First Georgian Republic to the 1990s (including the restoration
of independence).
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