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nino silagaZe 
 

amaRlebis kompozicia adreqristianuli 

qarTuli eklesiebis portalebis dekorSi 

 
warmodgenil statiaSi gvinda SevexoT Sua saukuneebis qarTul 

xuroTmoZRvrebaSi gavrcelebul portalis morTulobis sqemas da 

misi ganviTarebis zogierT sakiTxs. 

paraduli portalis da Sesasvlelis damagvirgvinebeli timpanis 

dekoris kompozicia monumentur arqiteqturaSi yovelTvis Seicavda 

garkveul, mkafiod Camoyalibebul siuJetur da mxatvrul-stilistur 

programas: taZris Sesasavlelis Tavze mniSvnelovani, ideurad da 

simbolurad datvirTuli gamosaxuleba an sagulisxmo informacia 

(mag., saaRmSeneblo warwera) da unda iyos moTavsebuli. Sesasvlelis 

portali erT-erTi pirvelia, rasac mnaxveli aRiqvams. amrigad, 

portali da gansakuTrebiT misi timpanis dekoris reliefuri 

kompozicia mTeli nagebobis `savizito baraTi~ unda iyos. 

rogorc irkveva, portalis damagvirgvinebeli dekoris siuJetu-

ri da kompoziciuri mravalferovneba Sua saukuneebis qarTul xuroT-

moZRvrebaSi ramdenime ZiriTad programamde SegviZlia daviyvanoT. am-

jerad SevexebiT mxolod zogierTs, kerZod, timpanebis reliefis im 

ikonografiul variantebs, romlebSic mocemulia heraldikuri kompo-

zicia centrSi macxovris an jvris gamosaxulebebiT, xolo aqeT-iqiT 

_ angelozebis figurebi. esaa macxovris amaRleba da jvarTamRleba. 

xsenebul kompozicebTan erTad SeiZleba agreTve ganvixiloT adreq-

ristianul qarTul xuroTmoZvrebaSi aseve gavrcelebuli RvTismSob-

lis didebis scena. marTalia, am ukanasknel SemTxvevaSi Secvlilia 

mTavari personaJi, magram ikonografiuli siuJeti msgavs Sinaarss Sei-

cavs, xolo kompoziciis formaluri struqtura da mxatvruli Tavi-



nino silagaZe. amaRlebis kompozicia adreqristianuli qarTuli 

eklesiebis portalebis dekorSi 

 

 

35 

seburebebi praqtikulad igivea. 

rogorc araerTxel yofila aRniSnuli mravali qarTveli mkvle-

vris mier, portalis gaformebis yvelaze popularul variants uZve-

les qarTul eklesiebze swored xsenebuli kompoziciebi warmoadgens.1 

SeiZleba iTqvas, rom jvarTamaRleba da macxovris amaRleba erTi da 

imave ikonografiuli siuJetis saxeobebia _ jvarTamaRleba macxovris 

amaRlebis variants warmodgens, sadac qristes figura Secvlilia sim-

boluri gamosaxulebiT.  

macxovrisa da RvTismSoblis amaRlebis scenebi, sadac centra-

luri taxtze mjdomi figurebi warmodgenilia mTlian SaravandedSi, 

romelsac ori mfrinavi angelozi aamaRlebs, mocemulia qvemo bolni-

sisa da eZanis eklesiebis Sesasvlelebis Tavze (VI s.).2 qarTul si-

namdvileSi es timpanis reliefis erT-erTi uZvelesi magaliTebia. es 

programa arc mogvianebiT kargavs popularobas, mag., RvTismSoblis 

didebis scena mariamiT, emanuiliT da mfrinavi angelozebiT mocemu-

lia nadarbazevis eklesiis timpanze (X s.). 

rac Seexeba qarTuli adreqristianuli saxviTi xelovnebis kidev 

erT gavrcelebuli mcire arqiteqturuli formis, stelebis morTu-

lobas, aq macxovris amaRlebisa da RvTismSoblis didebis scenebi ase-

ve erT-erTi gavrcelebuli siuJetia. macxovris amaRlebas vxedavT 

xandisis, brdaZoris stelebze (VI s-is II nax.), aseve didi gomareTisa 

da davaTis stelis fragmentebze (VI-VII ss.),3 sadac mfrinavi ange-

lozebis SemorCenili figurebi saSualebas iZleva vivaraudoT xsene-

buli ikonografiuli programis arseboba. RvTismSoblis didebis kom-

poziciebi mocemulia xandisis, bolnisis, brdaZoris, ganTiadis, mamu-

las stelebze. am kompoziciebidan Tavisi originalobiT gansakuTrebiT 

gamoirCeva brdaZoris stelis kapitelis reliefi, sadac mocemulia 

RvTismSoblis sulis amaRleba fexze mdgomi ori angelozis mier.4  

                                                            
1 Н. Чубинашвили. Хандиси. Тб. 1972, gv. 6-26; Н. Аладашвили. Монументальная скульп-
тура Грузии. Тб. 1977, gv. 56. 
2 n. aladaSvili. eZanis eklesiis reliefi. `Zeglis megobari~. #29. Tb. 1972, 
gv. 17-24. 
3 k. maCabeli. adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli qvajvarebi. Tb. 2008, gv. 11, 
117, 118, 129. 
4 k. maCabeli. adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli qvajvarebi, gv. 12-14, 118. 
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sayovelTaodaa cnobili macxovris amaRlebis ikonografiuli 

siuJetis mniSvneloba rogorc adreqristianuli dasavleTis, ise aR-

mosavleTis xelovnebis sxvadasxva dargSi. uZvelesi aseTi magaliTebis 

ricxvidan, rodesac xsenebuli scenebi fasadis dekorSia gamoyenebuli, 

SeiZleba moviyvanoT kairos el-moalakisa (IV-V ss.) da bauitis san 

apolos eklesiebis Sesavlelebis portalebis reliefebi (VI s.)5 da 

aseve bauitis samonastro kompleqsSi aRmoCenili VI-VII ss. freska, 

sadac macxovris amaRlebis kompozicia isev timpans amkobs (ix. sur. 

1). amave periodis saxviTi da dekoratiuli xelovnebis nimuSebidan 

aRsaniSnavia agreTve moncis ampulis gamosaxuleba, rabulas saxarebis 

miniatura da sxv. sagangebod gvinda gavamaxviloT yuradReba romis 

santa sabinas eklesiis karis dekorze (430 w.), sadac macxovris amaR-

lebis ori unikaluri variantia mocemuli _ erTze qristes figura 

Casmulia medalionSi, romlis garSemoc ganlagebulia berZnuli alfa 

da omega da maxarebelTa simboloebi, xolo meoreSi qriste pirdapiri 

mniSvnelobiT caSi hyavs or angelozs (ix. sur. 2).  

rogorc mravali avtoritetuli mkvlevari aRniSnavs, macxovris 

amaRlebis Tematikaze Seqmnili kompoziciebidan erT-erTi uadresia e.w. 

bambregis avoriumis (daaxl. 400 w.) gamosaxuleba, sadac es siuJeti 

aseve piradapiri interpretaciiTaa gadmocemuli: qriste mTis 

ferdobze adis cisken6 (ix. sur. 3). es sakmaod iSviaTi versiaa, rome-

lic Zalze axloa santa sabinas karis reliefTan, TiTqmis pirapiri 

saxiTaa gameorebeuli karolinguri epoqis e. w. drogonis sakramenta-

riumis miniaturaze (854-855 ww.) (ix. sur. 4). msgavsi ikonografiuli 

programa ar gvxvdeba qarTul eklesiebis Tu stelebis reliefis ni-

muSebSi.  

rogorc cnobilia, macxovris amaRlebis scenas qristianul xe-

lovnebaSi adreuli prototipi aqvs: gvianantikur xanaSi gavrcelebu-

li kompozicia _ medalionSi moTavsebuli imperatoris Tu konsulis 

biusti (imagio clipeata), romelsac frTosani viqtoriebi aamaRleben 

(ix. sur. 5, 6). msgavs viqtoriebs vxedavT Cven agreTve TaR-e-bostanis 

erT-erT reliefze (VI-VII ss.) (ix. sur. 7).  

                                                            
5 J. Beckwith. The Coptic Sculpture. L. 1963, gv. 13-14, 23-25, ilustr. 41-43. 
6 Н. Покровский. Евангелье в памятниках иконографии. М. 2001, gv. 485.  
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macxovris amaRleba agvirgvinebs agreTve imperatorebis trium-

fis amsaxvel diptixebs adrebizantiur xanaSi (ix. sur. 8). imagio 

clipeata-s msgavsi tipis macxovris amaRleba gvxvdeba mcxeTis jvris 

mcire Sesasvlelis balavris reliefSi, sadac, diptixebis msgavsad, 

mocemulia viwro, horizontalurad gaSlili kompozicia (ix. sur. 9).  

aRsaniSnavia, rom macxovris amaRleba erT-erTi popularuli Te-

maa agreTve romanuli xanis eklesiebis portalebzec. sainteresoa, 

rom am scenis varianti, rodesac amaRleba gamocxadebis, Teofaniis 

ideas ukavSirdeba, farTo gavrcelebas povebs qristianul dasavleTSi. 

aq igi mWirdod ukavSirdeba am samyaroSi ase popularul apokalifsis 

Temas da masSi xSirad figurirebs maxarebelTa simboluri gamosaxu-

lebebi. es Tema myarad imkvidrebs adgils eklesiaTa mTavari (dasavle-

Tis) Sesasvlelis timpanSi (ix. sur. 10, 11, 12, 13).  

sainteresoa, rom macxovris gamocxadebis, meored mosvlis Tema 

meordeba nikorwmindisa (ix. sur. 14) da sveticxovlis reliefebzec, 

magram ara timpanis, aramed fasadis zeda nawilSi, frontonis qveS, 

romelic, timpanis msgavsad, arqiteqturuli formis damagvirginebeli 

elementia.  

nikorwmindas reliefi, iseve rogorc ufro adreuli nimuSebi _ 

brdaZoris stelis kapitelisa da martvilis taZris frizis gamosaxu-

lebebi _ warmogvidgens macxovris amaRlebis variants, romelSic 

oris nacvlad oTxi angelozia mocemuli. aseTive gadawyvetas Cven 

vxedavT hercog rathisis marmarilos sakurTxevelze lombardiidan 

(744-749 ww.) da spilos Zvlis xatze macxovrisa da oTxi angelozis 

figuriT romidan (VIII s.) (ix. sur. 15, 16). 

iseve rogorc macxovris amaRleba, am ikonografiuli programis 

varianti _ jvarTamaRleba _ Teofaniis da amasTan erTad sarwmunoebis 

triumfis ideebs gamoxatavs. orive es kompozicia popularobas ar 

kargavs qarTul xelovnebaSi TiTqmis mTeli Sua saukuneebis manZilze.  

jvarTamaRleba aseve erT-erTi yvelaze gavrcelebuli siuJetia 

adreqristianuli qarTuli timpanebis reliefebSi da, rogorc Semdgo-

mi ganviTareba gviCvenebs, swored is aRmoCnda gansakuTrebiT perspeq-

tiuli portalis kopoziciaSi. es bunebrivicaa, radgan macxovris 

amaRlebis Tu jvarTamaRlebis scena centrSi moTavsebul wriul an 
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masTan miaxloebul formaSi Caweril figuras da or simetruli for-

mas _ angelozs, anu timpanisaTvis saukeTesod morgebul heraldikur 

kompozicias, warmogvidgens. magram macxovris amaRlebisgan gansxvave-

biT, jvarTamaRleba Tavis TavSi simbolur, stilizebul, geometrize-

bul motivs Seicavs (medalionSi Casmuli tolmklava jvari), rac gan-

sakuTrebiT kargad jdeba safasado dekoris sistemaSi. es is `enaa~, 

romelic saukeTesod Seefereba arqiteqturas. swored aseTi forma 

moiazreba arqiteqturuli kompoziciis (portalis) damagvirgvinebel 

elementad da, sainteresoa, rom marto arqiteqturaSi ara. am SemTxve-

vaSi Zalian kargi ilustraciaa isev spilos Zvlis mravalnawiliani 

xatebi (ix. sur. 17, 18, 19).  

jvarTamaRlebis erT-erTi uZvelesi magaliTi qarTuli Zeglebis 

arqiteqturul dekorSi TeTriwyaros eklesiaa (VI s.)7 (ix. sur. 20). 

aq karis arqitravze mocemulia bolnuri tipis jvari medalionSi, 

romelic Zalian didia angelozebis figurebTan SedarebiT. Sesasvlels 

ara aqvs timpani, reliefi balavarzea Sesrulebuli, kompozicias ar 

gaaCnia erTiani masStabi da ar qmnis organul mTlianobas arqiteqtu-

rul formasTan.  

TeTriwyaros eklesiis garda, adreqristianuli xanaSi jvarTa-

maRlebis kompozicia gvxvdeba anCisxatis (savaraudod, aq reliefis 

adgilmdebareoba mogvianebiTaa Secvlili), mcxeTis jvris, safaras 

taZrebze (ix. sur. 21, 22) _ es kompozicia Tavisi simboluri, lako-

niuri, monumenturi xasiaTiadan gamomdinare ase uxdeba arqiteqturul 

dekors da qarTuli eklesiebis TavSekavebul, zomierad morTul fasa-

debs da amasTan yvelaze metad Seesabameba triumfaluri Sesasvlelis, 

paraduli portalis ideas. Tumca am epoqaSi Cven vxedavT sxva moti-

vebsac (mag., atenis sionis timpani irmebiT (VII s.)), jvarTamaRleba 

mainc gabatonebuli siuJetia portalebis morTulobaSi.  

iseve rogorc macxovris amaRlebis kompoziciis SemTxvevaSi, sa-

qarTveloSi gvxvdeba varianti, rodesac medalionSi Casmuli jvari 

oTx angelozs uWiravs (xaxulis (ix. sur. 23), nikorwmindis taZrebis 

timpanebi, kacxis taZris reliefi). aqve ar SeiZleba ar aRvniSnoT am 

                                                            
7 Н. Чубинашвили, Р. Шмерлинг. Храмы в древних селениях Триалети-Олтиси и Тетри-
Цкаро. “Ars Georgica”. 2. Тб. 1948, gv. 61-64. 



nino silagaZe. amaRlebis kompozicia adreqristianuli qarTuli 

eklesiebis portalebis dekorSi 

 

 

39 

kompoziciis adreuli unikaluri originaluri versia _ yaCaRanis jva-

ri (VII s-is II nax.).8 cxadia, rom safasado reliefis aseTi sqemis 

prototips swored yaCaRanis jvari da X-XI ss-is qarTuli Zeglebis 

gumbaTebis moxatuloba warmoadgens. arsebobs mosazreba, rom aseTi 

oTxangeloziani kompozicia reliefis nimuSebSi mxolod saqarTvelos-

Tvisaa damaxasiaTebeli, Tumca ganxiluli magaliTebis safuZvelze 

(hercog rathisis sakurTxeveli, spilos Zvlis xati macxovriTa da 

oTxi angeloziT da sxv.) SeuZlebelia imis mtkiceba, rom aseTi va-

rianti reliefebze mxolod saqarTveloSi gvxvdeba. Tumca es udavod 

iSviaTi kompoziciaa da ufro damaxasiaTebelia gumbaTebis moxatulo-

bis wriuli kompoziciisaTvis, vidre timpanis dekorisaTvis. 

sainteresoa aRvniSnoT, rom timpanebi, sadac araa mocemuli 

jvarTamRleba, macxovris amaRleba, RvTismSoblis gandideba, raime he-

raldikuri or an samfiguriani kompozicia an dekoratiuli, arafigu-

ruli gamosaxuleba, saerTod iSviaTia qarTul sinamdvileSi: am mxriv 

saintereso, iSviaT nimuSs warmoadgens vales eklesiis portali, sa-

dac mravalfiguriani, TxrobiTi kompoziciaa mocemuli. Tumca relie-

fi Zalze dazianebulia, aq savaraudoa qristes, wm. petres, maT winaSe 

muxlmodrekili figuris da kidev erTi saero piris gamosaxuleba _ 

anu aq saqtitoro kompoziciasTan gvaqvs saqme (ix. sur. 24).  

aqve aRvniSnavT, rom vales eklesiis meore portali morTulia 

wminda mxedrebis gamosaxulebiT (ix. sur. 25). timpanis aseTi heral-

dikuri, arqiteqturul formaSi moxerxebulad Cawerili kompozicia 

SedarebiT ufro gavrcelebulia saqarTveloSi (mag., nikorwmindas da-

savleTis portalis reliefi). 

aseve aratipobrivi situaciaa, magaliTad, gardamavali xanis Zeg-

lis _ Telovani jvarpatiosanis _ Sesasvlelis balavaris reliefze, 

sadac sxvadasxva masStabis mravali figura kombinirebulia foTlova-

ni ornamentis motivebTan. es aramonumenturi, gabneuli, mouwesrigebe-

li kompoziciaa, sadac ar ikveTeba mTavari motivi, wamyvani idea da 

reliefi araa sinTezSi arqiteqturul formasTan. foTlovani ornamen-

tuli motivi Trgunavs figurebs, siuJetic garkveulwilad gaugebari 

                                                            
8 Н. Чубинашвили. Рельеф «Вознесение креста» на каменном кресте из селения Качагани. 
“Ars Georgica”. 6-A. Тб. 1963, gv. 9-28. 
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rCeba: savaraudod, aq mocemuli jvarcmis scena, romelic lomebis fi-

gurebiTaa flankirebuli (kompozicia analogias poulobs siuJetTan 

`danieli lomTa xaroSi~), sicocxlis xe da sxv.  

jvarTamaRlebis kompozicia, romelic ase popularuli iyo ad-

reqristianuli xanis Zeglebis portalebze, X-XI saukuneebSi wamyvan 

adgils uTmobs am kompoziciis dekratiulad gadamuSavebul variants. 

kerZod, am periodis Zeglebis timpanebSi xSirad SenarCunebulia meda-

lionSi Casmuli tolmklava jvris motivi. magram zogadad xuroT-

moZRvrebaSi mimdinare cxovelxatuli stilis formirebis procesis 

Tanaxmad, romelic gulisxmobs ornamentis met wils fasadebis dekor-

Si da figuruli reilefebis, siuJeturi kompoziciebis simcires, an 

saerTod gaqrobas, qreba mfrinavi angelozebis figurebi, romelTa ad-

gils ornamenti, ZiriTadad, mcenareuli motivebi ikavebs (jayismanis, 

ikvis, xaxulis mcire Sesasvlelis portalebi) (ix. sur. 26, 27). da-

bolos, aRsaniSnavia marTlac Zalian originaluri qarTuli varinati 

_ timpanSi mocemuli mtevnebiani jvari (saRamos, ganZanis, wundas ek-

lesiebi) (ix. sur. 28, 29). 

sainteresoa, rom msgavs dekoratiul-simbolur kompoziciebs 

Cven uadres qristianul Zeglebzec vxvdebiT: mag., bolnisis sionis 

reliefi jvriTa da farSevangebiT (V s.), an analogiuri kompozicia 

kizil-qilises eklesiidan (V-VI ss. mijna). msgavsi gadawyvetis ufro 

gviandeli gamoZaxilia patara onis (XI s.) timpanis morTulobac (ix. 

sur. 30). aseTi gamosaxulebebi tipiuria adreqristianuli xelovnebi-

saTvis: magaliTad, analogiur kompoziciebs xSirad vxvdebiT romis, 

ravenis V-VI ss. sarkofagebze, xsenebuli epoqis konstantinopolis 

Zeglebze da sxv9. aRsaniSnavia, rom bolnisis sionis reliefi mocemu-

lia svetisTavze, Tumca dagvirgvinebulia frontoniT, e.i. arqiteqtu-

ruli formis dekoratiul imitaciaSia moqceuli. samwuxarod, ucno-

bia, konkretulad ras amkobda kizil-qilises reliefi, radgan fila 

CaSenebulia eklesiis kedelSi (savaraudod, es qvajvaris fragmentia). 

mravali mecnieris mier aseve gamoTqmulia mosazreba, rom qar-

Tul arqiteqturaSi arsebuli timpanis kompoziciebi garkeul analo-

                                                            
9 M. Lawrence. The Sarcophagi of Ravenna. L. 1945, ilustr. 13, 24, 42: O. Dalton. Byzantine 
Art and Archaeology. New-York. 1961, ilustr. 201. 
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giebs poulobs romanuli xanis dasavleT evropis xelovnebaSi, Tumca 

SeuZlebelia imis mtkiceba, rom qarTulma Tu sxva aRmosavlurqris-

tianulma Zeglebma raime gavlena moaxdina romanuli taZrebis timpane-

bis kompoziciis Camoyalibebaze. ra Tqma unda, savsebiT gamarTlebulia 

mosazreba, rom mdidrulad morTuli paraduli samnawiliani Sesavle-

lis kompoziciis idea, sivrculi portalebi, romlebic or koSks So-

risaa moqculi (vestverki), rac ase damaxasiaTebelia rogorc karo-

longuri, aseve romanuli da guTuri arqiteqturisTvis, dasavleT ev-

ropam swored bizantiuri samyarodan gadaiRo. msgavs gadawyvetas Cven 

vxedavT dedaqalaqis arqiteqturuli skolis mraval nimuSze X-XII 

ss-Si, Tumca evropas ufro adreuli da geografiulad axlo magali-

Tic hqonda. es aris ravenis egzarqatis periodis arqiteqtura, ker-

Zod ki san vitales taZari da egzarqosebis sasaxle. Tumca safasado 

reliefebis prototipebad bizantiuri Zeglebi ver gamodgeboda, rad-

gan arc ravenis da arc konstantinopolis skolebis Zeglebs aseTi 

dekori ar axasiaTebs. SeuZlebelia agreTve imis mtkiceba, rom roma-

nuli portalebi sxva aRmosavlurqristianuli Zeglebis gavleniT Ca-

moyalibda. msgavsi monacemebi ar arsebobs (ar vlindeba aranairi Sua-

leduri rgoli arc qronologiuri, arc geografiuli TavlsazrisiT), 

Tumca qarTuli da romanuli eklesiebis timpanebis Sedareba mainc 

saintereso unda iyos. pirvel rigSi, rac TvalSi gvxdeba, isaa, rom 

romanul timpanebSi bevrad mravalferovani siuJetebi, mravalfiguria-

ni TxrobiTi kompozicebia mocemuli. timpanis Tema SeiZleba iyos ne-

bismieri ikonografiuli siuJeti _ mogvTa Tayvaniscema, saidumlo se-

roba, jvarcma, gardamoxsna, vedreba, miqael mTavarangelozis mier gve-

leSapis gangmirva da sxv. magram, ra Tqma unda, klasikur romanul 

Zeglebze (umetesad safrangeTSi) sWarbobs isev Teofaniis, uflis ga-

mocxadebis, meored mosvlis idea, oRond, qarTuli taZrebisgan gans-

xvavebiT, apokalifsis vrcel konteqstSi. aseT timpanebSi qarTuli 

or, samfiguriani kompozicebis magier vxedavT mravalfigurian, rTul 

`dRe gankiTxvisas~. macxovris garSemo mocemulia maxarebelTa simbo-

loebi, angelozebi, tetramorfebi da qerubimebi, Tavad timpanis are 

registrebadaa dayofili da mravalfiguriani kompoziciebiT imkoba 

(ix. sur. 31). 
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rac Seexeba timpanis ufro dekoratiulad gadawyvetil kompozi-

cias, sadac wamyvania jvris an sxva simboluri gamosaxuleba, aseTi 

tipis reliefebi Zalze iSviaTia romanul xelovnebaSi da mxolod pe-

riferiul skolebSi gvxvdeba. magaliTisTvis SeiZleba moviyvanoT kil-

pekis eklesiis (inglisi) timpani (ix. sur. 32), romelzec mocemulia 

sicocxlis xis dekoratiuli gamosaxuleba. es nimuSi kompoziciurad 

da ideuradac exmianeba qarTulmtevnebiani jvrebs, romelTa gamosaxu-

lebac sicocxlis xis gadamuSavebul variants warmoadgens. 

daskvnis saxiT SegviZlia vTqvaT, rom eklesiaTa timpanebis deko-

ris Tematuri repertuari adreuli da ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebis 

saqarTvelosa da dasavleT evropaSi bevr saerTos povebs erTmaneTTan, 

im mravalferovnebis miuxedavad, romelsac vxedavT qristianuli da-

savleTis xelovnebaSi. qarTuli da romanuli arqiteqturuli deko-

ris msgavsebaze xSirad gaumaxvilebiaT yuradReba iseT cnobil mecnie-

rebs, rogorebic arian r. Smerlingi, n. CubinaSvili, n. aladaSvili da 

sxv. Cvens mizans warmoadgenda mcire Strixebis damateba saerTo su-

raTisaTvis.  
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Nino Silagadze 

 
COMPOSITION OF ASCENSION ON THE DECORATED PORTALS 

OF EARLY MEDIEVAL GEORGIAN CHURCHES 
 

Summary 
 

The paper is connected with the problem of decoration of the portals in 
Early Medieval Georgian Churches. It deals also with varieties of this 
composition. 

Portal and tympanum decoration always had its special pattern either for 
content, or for composition. One is supposed to see prominent effigy or read 
significant information while entering a church (ex. inscription of a ktetor). That 
is why those compositions are of a great importance. 

Classification of the Georgian data comes to several principle types of 
composition. The most popular of tympanum relieves is heraldic composition 
like as follows: with Christ or cross in the center, and two flying angels on the 
sides (Ascension of Christ and Ascension of Cross, the latter is the same but 
Christ is substituted by a symbol). Assumption of Virgin is the next beloved 
scene, where the main figure of Christ is substituted by the Virgin, but the 
scheme is the same again.  

The whole evolution of the composition is researched here, making also 
some valuable comparisons with the tympanum decoration in the Western 
Europe (Romanesque churches). Compositon of Ascension on other artefacts 
(ex. ivory diptychs) is also under strict interest, as well as iconographical 
prototypes of Late Antiquity (ex. consular diptychs).  

  

 


