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Tedo dundua, leri TavaZe 

 
Limes Ponticus – 

ramdenime sakiTxi pontos sazRvris Sesaxeb  

I - III ss. 
 

saimperio usafrTxoebis sistemis sami TanmimdevrobiTi varianti 

fiqsirdeba, vidre es sistema sruliad moiSleboda. italieli kolo-

nistebi saukeTeso teqnologiebiT, arnaxuli masStabis sakomunikacio 

sistema, samrewvelo saqonlis farTo asortimenti, romis moqalaqeoba, 

municipaluri avtonomia – ai, ra moutana romma dasavleT provinciebs 

I - II ss. maTac yovelive es daafases da mWidrod integrirdnen met-

ropolisTan. romanizacia amis logikuri Sedegia. elinebs ki romae-

lebma wynari cxovreba da ekonomikuri stabiluroba SesTavazes. ro-

mauli rainis, dunais da pontos sazRvrebis miRma bevri iyo iseTi, 

vinc am panevropuli integraciis koncefcias TanaugrZnobda. megobari 

mefeebisTvis romis moqalaqeoba umaRles jildod iTvleboda. iulius-

klavdiusebisTvis ki es klienti samefoebi saimperio teritoriebis 

Tavdacvis pirveli xazi iyo. maT ukan mTel perimetrze ganlagebuli 

msxvili salegiono dajgufebebi sistemis Seuvalobis garantiaa. anto-

ninebma samefoebi gaauqmes, salegiono zekoncentracia ki maTi farTo 

sasazRvro dislokaciiT Secvales. Tumca, kardinalurad, araferi Sec-

vlila. orive SemTxvevaSi, susti metoqe sazRvarzeve nadgurdeboda, 

Semdgom ki samxedro operacia missave teritoriaze gadainacvlebda. 

usafrTxoebis am sistemas eqspertebi wina-xazze-Tavdacvas uwodeben. 

antikur sazogadoebaSi industriuli kadrebis arasworma gadana-

wilebam sawarmoo saSualebebis warmoebis sazianod erT sul mosax-

leze warmoebuli samrewvelo produqciis zrdis SedarebiT neli tem-

pebi gamoiwvia demografiuli evoluciis tempebTan mimarTebaSi. ita-
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lia samrewvelo saqonelze fasebs maRla wevs, provinciebisgan ki ned-

leulze da sursaTze dabal fasebs moiTxovs. romis imperiis evropeli 

subieqtebis urTierTsimpaTiebi sustdeba, bevri rains da dunais miRma 

eZebs mokavSires. 1) ekonomikuri krizisi, 2) saintegracio kavSirebis 

Sesusteba, 3) `barbarikumis~ socialur-ekonomikuri gamococxleba, 4) 

finansuri qaosi da profesiuli armiis nawilis fermerTa miliciad 

transformacia, limitanebi – yovelive zemoaRniSnuli cvlis TavdacviT 

strategias. limitanebi pirvel dartymas iReben da sasazRvro zolis 

evakuacias simagreebSi axdenen, isini mowinaaRmdeges qancaven. Rrmad 

SeWril mters ki zurgSi dabanakebuli didi savele armiebi xvdeba. 

sistema diokletianes dros gaformda. amas hqvia ukana-xazze-Tavdacva. 

magram vidre axali sistema dadgindeboda, romaelebi imperiis 

farglebSi ukve iolad SemoWril mowinaaRmdeges amarcxebdnen iq, sa-

dac ki mZlavri saarmio koncentraciis Seqmnas moaxerxebdnen. galienem 

amisTvis ukana xazis specialuri sarezervo nawilebi Seqmna. adre pre-

torianuli gvardia iyo erTaderTi saimperio rezervi. samxedro enaze 

konkretuli meTodi elastiuri Tavdacvaa. 

usafrTxoebis koncefciis Secvla ki aucilebeli iyo Tundac 

germanikuli klanebis mekobruli Tavdasxmebis gamo yvelgan zRvebze 

III s-dan, ramac sasazRvro xazis sigrZe mniSvnelovanwilad gazarda.1 

profesionali jariskacebiT dakompleqtebuli legionebi, sakava-

lerio alebi, qveiTTa kohortebi da Sereuli cohortes equitatae wina-
xazze-Tavdacvis sistemis Semadgeneli nawilebia. limitanTa miliciam 

alebi da kohortebi Caanacvla, regularulma mobilurma rezervma – 

comitatenses – ki limesze Tavmoyrili legionebi; yvela es danayofi 

ukana-xazze-Tavdacvis sistemis Semadgeneli nawilia. transformacia 

mTeli III s. manZilze mimdinareobda; dasrulebuli saxe man konstan-

tine I dros miiRo. mag. Sida rezervis Seqmna jer kidev severusma 

scada. man II Parthica albanumSi ganalaga, manve gazarda pretorianuli 

da saqalaqo kohortebis Semadgenloba. galienem ki sarezervo sakava-

                                                            
1 Edward N. Luttwak. The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire. From the First Century A.D. to 
the Third. Baltimore. 1981, gv. 192-193; Tedo Dundua, Nino Silagadze. European Industrial 
Complexes of I Cycle of Capitalism and the Georgian Western Affiliations. Historical and 
Numismatic Tale. Tb. 2005, gv. 5-7; Tedo Dundua. North and South. Tb. 2001, gv. 8-15. 
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lerio nawilebi Seqmna.2 

swored wina-xazze-Tavdacvis sistema Camoyalibda aRmosavleT 

SavizRvispireTSi I s-Si. romis klienti saxelmwifoebis da romauli 

regularuli samxedro nawilebis urTierTqmedebam es sazRvari TiTq-

mis ori saukunis manZilze gadaulaxav barierad, xolo regioni stabi-

lur mxared gadaaqcia. mogvianebiT situacia Seicvala. jer erTi, pon-

tos limess barbarosebma uknidan, zRvidan daartyes; meorec, msgavsad 

sxva sasazRvro xazebisa, aqac III s-dan barbaros tyve meomrebs gana-

saxleben sasazRvro samsaxurisTvis. axla, ufro dawvrilebiT yoveli-

ve amis Sesaxeb. 

  

mdgomareoba pontos sazRvarze I - III saukuneebSi 

 

miTridatulma omebma romis winsvla mcire aziaSi, garkveulwi-

lad, Seaferxa, Tumca respublikis diplomatiam, samxedro siZlierem 

da teqnologiurma upiratesobam ponto mokavSireebis gareSe datova, 

xolo misi Seupovari mefe MmiTridate VI evpatori ki TviTmkvlelo-

bamde miiyvana.3 

miTridate VI evpatoris sikvdilis (Zv. w. 63 w.) Semdeg, ponto 

jer romis mokavSireebs Soris gayves, Semdeg ki nominalur mmarTvelebs 

Caabares zenonidebis dinastiidan; bolos ki is provinciad gadaaqcies. 

pontos bedi gaiziara mcire aziis sxva politikurma erTeulebma. 

kolxeTi, romelic miTridate VI evpatoris dros pontos same-

fos SemadgenlobaSi Sedioda, jer iyo da romis nominalur mmarTve-

                                                            
2 E. Luttwak. The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire, gv. 173, 184. 
3 miTridate VI evpatoris Sesaxeb mravali gamokvleva arsebobs. ix. Semde-
gi wyaroebi da specialuri literatura: apiane. miTridates omebis isto-
ria. berZnuli teqsti qarTuli TargmaniTurT gamosca da Sesavali da sa-
Zieblebi daurToAT. yauxCiSvilma. Tb. 1959; l. sanikiZe. pontos samefo. Tb. 
1956; g. gozaliSvili. miTridate pontoeli. Tb. 1962; T. dundua. kolxeTi, 
iberia da ponto numizmatikuri masalebis mixedviT. Tb. 1993; T. Todua. Zve-
li kolxeTi da gare samyaro. Tb. 2008, gv. 15-37; Th. Reinach. Mithridates Eupator 
König von Pontos. Leipzig. 1895; B. C. McGing. The Foreign Policy of Mithridates VI Eupator, 
King of Pontus. Leiden. 1986; The Cambridge Ancient History. Second Edition. Vol. IX. The 
Last Age of Roman Republic, 146 - 43 B.C. Ed. by J. A. Crook, Andrew Lintott, Elizabeth 
Rawson. First pub. in 1992. Cambridge University Press. 1999, gv. 137-161, 229-255; Н. Ю. 
Ломоури. К Истории Понтийского царства. ч. I. Тб. 1979, da sxv. 
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lobas daumorCiles da aristarqe kolxs (Zv. w. 63 - 47 ww.) Caabares, 

xolo Semdeg ki pontos aRdgenili samefos SeadgenlobaSi Seiyvanes. 

es mas Semdeg moxda, rac iqidan ramdenime wliT adre farnake miTri-

dates Ze iqna gaZevebuli. 

miTridate VI gardacvalebidan zustad asi wlis Tavze _ 63 w. 

neronma pontoSi gaauqma polemon II nominaluri mmarTveloba, riTac 

pontos samefom de jure arseboba Sewyvita. ponto romis rigiT provin-
ciad gadaiqca.4 msgavsi bedi ewia pontosTan dakavSirebul kolxeTsac, 

is pontosTan erTad galatiis provinciaSi gaaerTianes, xolo Semdeg 

ki – e.w. ,,kapadokiur kompleqsSi~. aqve Sedioda qalaqi trapezunti, 

romelic am droisaTvis Zlier dawinaurda. am qalaqSi idga aramarto 

romauli garnizoni, aramed Savi zRvis flotic iyo dislocirebuli. 

romaelebi dasavleT saqarTveloSi mxolod zRvispira zols akontro-

lebdnen.5 

am dros mimdinareobs kolxeTis CrdiloeTiT da samxreTiT mdeba-

re mTianeTidan sxvadasxva klanebis Camosaxleba. maT gaaZlieres kolxu-

ri socialuri elita da axali politikuri erTeulebi Camoayalibes.6 

kolxeTis hinterlandSi romis axali klienti saxelmwifoebi pontos 

limesis erTgvari damcavi zoli unda gamxdariyo Crdilouri eqspansiis 

SesaCereblad _ iq sarmatebTan erTad bosforis samefoc aqtiurobda. 

parTiis momZlavrebam roms iberiasTan kavSiriskenac ubiZga. es imisTvis 

iyo saWiro, rom parTias armeniaSi romis gavlena ar Caenacvlebina. 

kapadokiis legatis flavius arianes mixedviT, aRmosavleT Savi-

zRvispireTis Semdegi klienti mefeebi iReben gvirgvins romis RvTaeb-
                                                            
4 saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi. t. I. Tb. 1970, gv. 537-538.  
5 romaul garnizonebze kolxeTSi/lazikaSi ix. mag. T. Dundua. Influx of Roman 
Coins in Georgia. Roman Coins Outside the Empire. Ways and Phases, Contexts and Functions. 
Proceedings of the ESF/SCH Exploratory Workshop. Radziwill Palace, Nieborów (Poland). 3 - 6 
September 2005. Moneta. 82. Wetteren 2008, gv. 309-319. 
6 aRniSnuli procesi Zveli da axali welTaRricxvebis mijnaze mimdina-
reobs, rasac qarTul istoriografiaSi araerTi gamokvleva mieZRvna. ix. s. 
janaSia. saqarTvelo adrindeli feodalizaciis gzaze. Sromebi. t. I. Tb. 
1949, gv. 208-212; Г. А. Меликишвили. К Истории древней Грузии. Тб. 1959, gv. 370-375; 
n. lomouri. egrisis samefos istoria (warmoqmnidan ax. w. V saukunis bo-
lomde). Tb. 1968, gv. 6-12; T. dundua. qarTuli eTnokulturuli evolucia 
da dasavleTi numizmatikuri masalebis mixedviT. Tb. 1997, gv. 239-240; z. 
papasqiri. narkvevebi Tanamedrove afxazeTis istoriuli warsulidan. nakv. 
I (uZvelesi droidan 1917 wlamde). Tb. 2003, gv. 26-31. 
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rivi imperatorebisgan: 

,,amaT gverdiT arian makronebi da henioxebi, maTi mefe anqialea.7 
makronebisa da henioxebis mezoblebi Zidritebi arian, eseni farsmanis 
qveSevrdomni arian. Zidritebis gverdiT lazebi arian. lazebis mefe 
malasaa, romelsac taxti Sengan (e.i. adrianesgan – avt.) aqvs miRebu-
li. lazebis mezoblebi afsilebi arian, maTma mefem iulianem mefoba 
Seni mamisagan (e.i. traianesgan – avt.) miiRo. afsilebis mezoblebi 
abaskebi arian. abaskTa mefe resmagaa, amasac taxti Sengana aqvs miRebu-
li. abaskTa mezoblebi sanigebi arian, maT miwaze imyofeba sebastopo-
lisi. sanigTa mefe spadagam Sengan miiRo taxti~ (Arr., Periplus, 11).8 

aRsaniSnavia is faqti, rom am mefeTa umravlesobam taxti impe-

rator adrianes (117 - 138 ww.), an misi mamis (mamobili), traianes 

(98 - 117 ww.) mmarTvelobis dros miiRo. erTaderTi aris anqiale, vi-

sac gvirgvini arc adrianesgan da arc traianesgan miuRia. g. meliqiS-

vilis azriT, es SeiZleba im erTgulebiT avxsnaT, romelsac anqiale 

xangrZlivad iCenda romis mimarT. am azris gansamtkiceblad, mkvlevars 

imperator traianes mier, parTiis kampaniis dawyebamde, mefe anqialesa-

dmi saCuqrebis gagzavnis faqti mohyavs (115 w.).9 is rom anqiale 115 

- 131 ww. romis erTguli mokavSirea, es eWvs ar iwvevs, xolo mis 

mier mefobis miReba rom arc traianes da arc adrianes ukavSirdeba, 

ufro imis maniSnebelia, rom maxelonebis da henioxebis mefe anqiale 

jer kidev traianemde da adrianemde iyo monarqi da, Sesabamisad, is 

samefo gvirgvins antoninebis dros ver miiRebda. safiqrebelia, rom 

man gvirgvini dominicianes (81 - 96 ww.) dros miiRo, romelic SeTq-

mulebma mokles da mis adgilze traianes momavali mamobili, senatori 

nerva aiyvanes. dominiciane romaeli xalxis mtrad Seracxes, misi bi-

ustebi daamsxvries, xolo misi xseneba akrZales. am movlenas adgili 

                                                            
7 es tomebi jer kidev romsa da parTias Soris I s. 50-ian wlebSi mimdina-
re brZolebSi romis mxareze gamodiodnen da 58 w. iberiis mefe farsman-
Tan erTad korbulonis legionebs exmarebodnen parTiis winaaRmdeg brZo-
laSi. es movlena arapirdapir miuTiTebs im faqtze, rom maxelonebisa da 
henioxebis politikuri gaerTianeba I s. 50-iani wlebidan moyolebuli II s. 
I nax. CaTvliT romis mokavSirea da misi arseboba romis interesebs Seesa-
bameba. ix. saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi. I, gv. 541. 
8 flavius ariane. mogzauroba Savi zRvis garSemo. Targmani, gamokvleva, 
komentarebi da ruka n. keWaymaZisa. Tb. 1961, gv. 42-43. 
9 saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi. I, gv. 546. 
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swored antoninebis dros hqonda.10 amiT SeiZleba aixsnas flavius ari-

anesTan anqiales mwyalobeli imperatoris gamotoveba. amdenad, anqiales 

mefoba daax. I s. 90-iani - II s. 30-iani ww. SeiZleba ganisazRvros. 

amgvarad, romis imperia axali ,,megobari da mokavSire~ qveynebis 

meSveobiT pontos limesis Tavdacvisunarianobis gazrdas cdilobs, 

risTvisac kargad iyenebs maxelonebis da henioxebis, lazebis, afSile-

bis, abazgebis, sanigebis da Zigebis (jiqebis) politikur gaerTianebebs. 

es rac Seexeba pontos sazRvris mimdebare mTian zonas da hin-

terlands. gansxvavebuli situacia fiqsirdeba kolxeTis/lazikis 

zRvispira zolSi, sadac romauli kastelumebi aris ganlagebuli.11 

swored romauli kastelumebis inspeqciis safuZvelze iqna Sed-

genili pataki imperator adrianesadmi, romlis avtoric kapadokiis 

legati flavius arianea. arianem Tavadve moiara SavizRvispireTis aR-

mosavleTi sanapiro da misi mogzauroba, Sesabamisad, aRwera naSromSi 

_ “Periplus Ponti Euxini”-Si.12  

romauli kastelumebi kolxeTis/lazikis sxvadasxva qalaqebSi iyo 

dislocirebuli, maT Soris afsarosSi, fazisSi da sebastopolisSi. 

am cixe-qalaqebis erTi nawili zRvidan odnav moSorebiT aris 

agebuli da maTi ZiriTadi mizani aramarto zRvispira zolis gamagreba, 

aramed meotida-kolxeTis Semosasvleli gzis Caketva iyo. es gza, msgav-

sad darialis da kaspiis gadmosasvlelebisa, CrdiloeTidan samxreTSi 

mimaval gzebs Soris yvelaze aqtiuri savaWro Tu samxedro marSruti 

gaxlda, amdenad mis kontrols strategiuli mniSvneloba hqonda. 

afsarosi, sadac xuTi kohorta13 iyo ganlagebuli, zRvidan co-

ta moSorebiT iyo agebuli. es imis mimaniSnebelia, rom mizani am ci-

xis agebisa da iq armiis didi nawilis koncentraciisa mtrisaTvis 

mTavari gasasvleli gzis Caketva, an misi garkveuli drois manZilze 

                                                            
10 The Cambridge Ancient History. Second Edition. Vol. XI. The High Empire, A. D. 70-192. Ed. 
by A. K. Bowman, P. Garnsey, D. Rathbone. First pub. 2000. Cambridge University Press. 2007, 
gv. 55; Всемирная история. Tом II. М. 1956, gv. 638-639. 
11 romauli kastelumebis Sesaxeb lazikaSi ix. g. gamyreliZe, T. Todua. 
romis samxedro-politikuri eqspansia saqarTveloSi. Tb. 2006, gv. 65-91; Ш. 
Х. Мамуладзе, М. С. Халваши, Л. С. Асланишвили. Римские гарнизоны Апсара. ВДИ. 2002. 
№ 1, gv. 33-39. 
12 ix. flavius ariane. mogzauroba Savi zRvis garSemo. 
13 flavius ariane. mogzauroba Savi zRvis garSemo, gv. 35. 
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cixesTan Seyovneba iyo, rac pontos da kapadokiis regionebs ukeTesad 

momzadebis saSualebas miscemda. Tumca antoninebis dros Tavdacvis am 

sistemis garRvevis saSiSroeba naklebi iyo. 

odnav gansxvavebuli mizani hqonda fazisis cixe-galavans. es uka-

naskneli, flavius arianes sityvebiT rom vTqvaT, xomaldebis usafrT-

xo lokalizaciisaTvis iyo gankuTvnili. cixe-galavani oTxas meomars 

itevda. maTi mizani galavnis da navsadguris dacva iyo. kedeli adre 

Tixis iyo da masze xis koSkebi idga. xolo II s-is dasawyisSi is ukve 

agurisaa, masze balistebia dadgmuli. amasTan cixe-galavans ormagi 

Txrili icavda, romelic mas garSemo hqonda Semovlebuli. kedlidan 

moyolebuli vidre md. fazisamde vaWrebi da veterani samxedroebi 

saxlobdnen. aqve iyo navsadguris erTi nawili, meore nawili ki gamag-

rebul zonaSia moTavsebuli.14  

arianem miznad daisaxa kedlidan moyolebuli, vidre mdinare fa-

zisamde gaegrZelebina ormagi Txrili, riTac aramarto sruliad nav-

sadgurs, aramed axalmosaxle, yofili legionerebis sacxovreblebsac 

daicavda: 

,,navsayudeli uSiSari TavSesafari unda yofiliyo xomaldTaTvis 
. . . gadavwyvite, rom cixis kedlis garSemo arsebuli ormagi Txri-
lidan gameyvana mdinaremde sxva Txrili, romelic gars Semouvlida 
navsadgurs da cixis kedlis gareT mdgom saxlebs (igulisxmeba vete-
rani samxedroebisa da vaWrebis saxlebi _ avt.)~ (Arr., Periplus, 9).15 

dioskuria/sebastopoliss da pitiunts pirvelebs evaleboda mie-

Ro mtris dartyma maTi CrdiloeTidan Semosvlis SemTxvevaSi. pitiun-

ti arianes dros, albaT, umniSvnelo sadgomi iyo (is arianesTan ar 

ixsenieba) da mosazRvre regionebis dazvervis funqcia Tu hqonda. mog-

vianebiT (III s. Sua wlebisTvis) aq romaelebma Zlieri safortifika-

cio nagebobani aages, rac guTebis gaaqtiurebiT iyo gamowveuli.16 

n. lomouris azriT, afsarosis ZiriTadi daniSnuleba iberiis eq-

spansiis SeCereba iyo, xolo fazisis ki – kolxeT/lazikaSi romauli 

gavlenis gaZliereba.17 amgvarad, afsarosis kastelumis Seqmnis mize-

                                                            
14 flavius ariane. mogzauroba Savi zRvis garSemo, gv. 39-40. 
15 flavius ariane. mogzauroba Savi zRvis garSemo, gv. 40. 
16 n. lomouri. egrisis samefos istoria, gv. 41.  
17 n. lomouri. egrisis samefos istoria, gv. 36-37. 
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zad adgilobrivi mosaxleobis kontroli da iberiis eqspansiis SeCe-

reba saxeldeba. n. lomouri xazs usvams alanTa momZlavrebasac, rac I 

- II ss. moyolebuli mniSvnelovani gamowveva xdeba romis SavizRvispi-

reTis samflobeloebisTvis da amierkavkasiis qveynebisTvis.18  

CrdiloeTidan problemebi gansakuTrebiT gamZafrda mas Semdeg, 

rac III s-dan iwyeba guTebis masiuri sazRvao eqspansia samxreTis mi-

marTulebiT. guTTa safrTxe aqtualuria manam, vidre isini hunebma ar 

gandevnes CrdiloeTis stepebidan. III s-is 50-ian ww-Si bosforelebis 

daxmarebiT guTebi pitiunts miadgnen, Tumca adgilobrivma romaulma 

garnizonma isini daamarcxa da aiZula saxlSi wasuliyvnen. magram Sem-

deg imperatorma valerianem (253 - 260 ww.) sukesianusi, am brZolis 

gmiri da romaelTa meTauri, ukan gaiwvia, rasac mohyva guTebis xela-

xali laSqroba. amjerad isini faziss miadgnen, Tumca aq warmatebas 

ver miaRwies. samagierod, maT daikaves da gadawves pitiunti, aseve – 

trapezunti, aaoxres maTi mimdebare mxareebi da mravali mosaxle da-

xoces.19 saerTo jamSi, guTebis es laSqrobebi TiTqmis sami wlis gan-

mavlobaSi (254 - 256 ww. an 255 - 257 ww.) gagrZelda da pontos li-

mesis garda, biTvinia, mcire aziis sxva CrdiloeTi provinciebi da ka-

padokiis centraluri nawilic moicva.20 

guTebis da sxva Crdiloeli xalxebis Tavdasxmebi gagrZelda III 

s-is 60-ian da 70-iani ww-is pirvel naxevarSic, ramac, mcire aziis 

garda, balkaneTis provinciebi da egeosis sanapiro miwebic moicva.21 

CrdiloeTidan wamosuli guTebis SedarebiT ufro seriozuli talRa 

275 w. daatyda Tavs pontoss limess.22 guTebi, zosimes cnobiT, mdi-

                                                            
18 n. lomouri. egrisis samefos istoria, gv. 32-37; n. lomouri. romisa da 
amierkavkasiis qveynebis urTierTobisaTvis ax. w. I saukuneSi. Tsu Sromebi 
(istoriis . . .  seria). t. 77. Tb. 1959, gv. 146-153; saqarTvelos istoriis 
narkvevebi. I, gv. 510-534. 
19 n. lomouri. egrisis samefos istoria, gv. 40-42. 
20 P. Heather, J. Matthews. The Goths in the Fourth Century. TTH. Vol. 11. Loverpool University 
Press. 1991, gv. 2; A. Watson. Aurelian and the Third Century. Routledge: London and New 
York. 1999, gv. 24-25; M. Kulikowski. Rome’s Gothic Wars: From the Third Century to Alaric. 
Cambridge University Press. 2007, gv. 18-19. 
21 dawvrilebiT guTebis Semosevebis Sesaxeb III saukunis 50-70-ian ww-Si, ix.: 
H. Wolfram. History of the Goths. Tr. by T. J. Dunlap. University of California Press. 1990, gv. 
48-57. 
22 n. lomouri. egrisis samefos istoria, gv. 42; P. Heather, J. Matthews. The Goths 
in the Fourth Century, gv. 3, sq. 7. 
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nare fazisTan gadmosxdnen, xolo Semdeg ki sanapiros gavliT pon-

toSi Cavidnen da iqidan galatiisa da kilikiis darbeva daiwyes. gu-

Tebis es samxedro kampania ramdenime weliwads gagrZelda da mcire 

aziis didi nawili moicva. imperatorma probusma, rogorc iqna, SeZlo 

maTi Semorigeba da amiT guTebis Tavdasxma romis teritoriaze Sewyda.23 

n. lomouri yuradRebas amaxvilebs im faqtze, rom guTebi, zosi-

mes mixedviT, fazisTan gadmosxdomisas ar uteven Tavad qalaq faziss 

da ise agrZeleben gzas pontos mimarTulebiT. am faqts, is, giorgi 

meliqiSvilis msgavsad, lazeTis samefos gaZlierebiT xsnis, ramac, 

TiTqos, ar misca guTebs qalaqis aRebis saSualeba, rac maT verc wina 

SemTxvevaSi, III s. 50-ian ww-Si moaxerxes.24 aRsaniSnavia is faqti, rom 

zosimesTan araferia naTqvami lazeTis Carevaze guTebis 275 w. samxed-

ro kampaniis mimdinareobisas. xolo guTebis fazisTan gadmosxdomas 

sxvanairad ver avxsniT, Tu ara maT mier sursaT-sanovagis Sevsebis da 

flotiliis ganaxlebis surviliT, rac, bunebrivia, gulisxmobda adgi-

lobrivi resursebis gamoyenebas, risi miRwevac guTebs mxolod adgi-

lobrivi mosaxleobis da romauli garnizonis winaaRmdegobis gada-

laxviT SeeZloT. 

amdenad, zosimes dumili guTebis fazisTan warmatebis Sesaxeb 

sulac ar niSnavs imas, rom guTebi faziss ar daeuflnen, an imas, 

TiTqos iq araferi moimoqmedes. Cveni azriT, SesaZloa, guTebma mniSv-

nelovani ziani miayenes adgilobriv romaul garnizons.25 am danakargis 

Sevseba imperatorma probusma (276 - 282 ww.) aRmosavleT SavizRvispi-

reTSi franki limitanebis CasaxlebiT scada.  

 

franki limitanebi lazikaSi 

 

frankTa da alemanTa didi federaciebi III s. rainis limess dae-

muqra. guTebi ki 238 w-Tvis ukve dnestrze arian.26 frankebi galias 

                                                            
23 n. lomouri. egrisis samefos istoria, gv. 42. 
24 n. lomouri. egrisis samefos istoria, gv. 42-43. 
25k. fifias SeniSvniT, swored guTebis am laSqrobis dros miayenes mniSv-
nelovani ziani romaul kastelums afsarosSi, romelic am droidan droe-
biT wyvets arsebobas. ix. k. fifia. cixe-qalaq afsarosSi goTebis laSqro-
bis istoriisaTvis. Jurn. saistorio Ziebani. t. VIII-IX. Tb. 2006, gv. 59-65.  
26 E. Luttwak. The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire, gv. 128, 146. 
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uteven, alemanebi – sakuTriv italias. imperator markus avrelius 

probusis (276 - 282 ww.) moRvaweobis gvirgvinia galiis 70 qalaqis 

ukan dabruneba. romaelebma gaJlites TiTqmis naxevari milioni, ukuaq-

cies frankebi da alemanebi. Semdgom probusma raini gadalaxa, aqedan 

man cxenebi da saqoneli wamoasxa, xorbali wamoiRo. imperatorma 16 

000 germaneli rekruti Caibara, gafanta ra isini sxvadasxva sajariso 

nawilebSi. sxva tyvedwayvanil Tu ltolvil barbarosebs man axali 

statusi mougona – sasazRvro zolis fermeri-meomari. kembrijSirSi 

probusma vandalebi daasaxla, frankebis nawils da gepidebs dunais da 

rainis sanapiroebi miuCina, bastarnebs – Trakia. frankebis kidev erT 

partias pontos zRvis sanapiro zoli gamoeyo.27 magram sad? swored 

es aris Cveni msjelobis sagani. 

ai, ras wers ed. giboni maT Sesaxeb: frankebs alanTa Semosevebi 

unda moegeriebinaT. maT ki xelT igdes erT-erT yureSi dislocirebu-

li floti, da fazisis (! – avt.) SesarTavidan zRvebiT rains miaSu-

res. bosfori da helesponti frankebma sxvebisTvis SeumCnevlad gacu-

res, xmelTaSuazRvispireTSi ki isini aziis, saberZneTis da afrikis 

sanapiroebs Zarcvavdnen. frankebs emsxverpla qalaqi sirakuzi. maTi 

Semdgomi marSruti aseTia – herakles svetebi > lamanSi > batavebis 

an frizebis miwa.28 

ras eyrdnoba ed. giboni konkretuli pasaJisTvis? zosimes da kons-

tancius xlorusisadmi miZRvnil erT panegiriks. vnaxoT, ra weria aq. 

panegirikis avtori, ixseniebs ra Zvel ambavs, aRniSnavs tyve 

frankTa patara gundis uRirs warmatebas, romelic RvTaebrivi probu-

sis dros motacebuli gemebiT pontodan gamoeSura, gaaCanaga saberZne-

Ti da azia, ziani miayena afrikas, aiRo sirakuzi. herakles svetebiT 

frankebi okeaneSi Securdnen (Recursabat quippe in animos illa sub diuo 
Probo paucorum ex Francis captiuorum incredibilis audacia et indigna 
felicitas, qui a Ponto usque correptis nauibus Graeciam Asiamque populati nec 
impune plerisque Libyae litoribus appulsi ipsas postremo naualibus quondam 
uictoriis nobiles ceperant Syracusas et immenso itinere peruecti oceanum, qua 
terras irrumpit, intrauerant atque ita euentu temeritatis ostenderant nihil esse 

                                                            
27 Edward Gibbon. The History of Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. vol. Second. A New 
Edition. MDCCLXXXVII (1787). Tavi XII. 
28 E. Gibbon. The History of Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Tavi XII, 71-72. 
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clausum piraticae desperationi, quo nauigiis pateret accessus.) (Panegyricus 
Costantio Dictus, IV. XVIII).29 

zosimesTan Semdegi informaciaa: maTive Txovnis safuZvelze, im-

peratorma frankebs dasasaxleblad qveyana gamouyo. Semdgom maTi nawi-

li ajanyda, da didi raodenobiT gemi Seagrova. frankebma aaforiaqes 

saberZneTi, aqedan ki siciliisken gacures, sirakuzSi maT didZali 

xalxi daxoces. afrikidan isini gamoaZeva qalaq karTagenis miliciam. 

miuxedavad amisa, frankebi, didi danaklisis gareSe, saxlebSi brunde-

bian (Zosim. I, 71).30 

rogorc vxedavT, am eqspediciis sawyis punqtad fazisis Sesar-

Tavi arsad figurirebs. maS, saidan moitana is ed. gibonma?! 

yovelive logikuri mignebaa, gamoricxvis meTodiT. 

marTlac, CrdiloeT SavizRvispireTi romauli kontrolis miR-

maa, dasavleTSi, da saerTod, balkanebze, ukve uamravi barbarosia Ca-

saxlebuli, mcire aziis sanapiro zols amisTvis naklebad iyenebdnen; 

e.i. rCeba lazika da pontos limesi. ufro sworad, pontos limesis 

reminiscencia, romelsac ukve safrTxe ara frontidan emuqreba, win 

xom, damatebiT, vasali lazi mefea, aramed zurgidan, guTi mekobreebis 

mxridan. 

frTxili hipoTezis saxiT, SesaZloa vivaraudoT franki limita-

nebis realoba lazikaSi. ra konkretuli koordinacia arsebobda maTsa 

da regularul nawilebs Soris, Cven ar viciT. arc maTi raodenoba 

viciT, da arc is, ramdeni darCa lazikaSi ajanyebis Semdgom, rogor 

warimarTa maTi Semdgomi cxovreba. 

isic logikuria, rom receptio-s sistema romis yvela provincias 

unda Sexeboda, centri barbarosuli superstratiT rom ar datvirTu-

liyo. III s. imperia jer kidev axerxebs amis gakeTebas. 

 

SemoklebaTa ganmarteba 

 
TTH – Translated Texts for Historians 
ВДИ – Вестник древней истории 

                                                            
29 Panégyriques Latina. T. I (I-V). Texte Établi et Traduit par Éd. Galletier. Paris. 1949, gv. 96-97. 
30 Zosimus. New History. London. 1814. Book 1; Zosimi comitis et exadvocati fisci historia 
nova. Ed. by L. Mendelssohn. Lipsiae. MDCCCLXXXVII (1887), gv. 52. 
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Tedo Dundua, Leri Tavadze 
 

LIMES PONTICUS – ABOUT PONTIC FRONTIER IN THE 1ST - 3RD CC. 
 

Summary 
 

Before being totally destroyed, Imperial security system actually had 
shown three gradual phases of development. 

Beyond the Roman Rhine, Danube and Pontus there were many others 
favouring to the Roman concept of Pan-European integration. The happy client 
kings used to be awarded with the Roman citizenship. And for the Julio-
Claudians these client kingdoms formed the first defense-line of the Imperial 
territories. A little behind, the whole perimeter had been dotted by solid 
legionary concentrations, proving the system to be impregnable. No cardinal 
changes took place in the era of the Antonines, except of annexation of the 
client kingdoms and breaking the big concentrations in favour of scattering the 
legions along the whole frontier. In the both cases, after defeating 
comparatively weak enemy at the border, the Romans usually attacked their 
territory. This system of security is called forward defense. 

Gradually, many things had happened that completely changed the 
defensive strategy, namely: 1. economic crisis, 2. weakening of the integratory 
links, 3. socio-economic animation of “Barbaricum’’, 4. financial chaos and 
some professional regiments converted into limitanei. From now they are to 
stand the first strike and evacuate the whole frontier folk into citadels, thus 
wearing down the enemy. And there were large and mobile field armies 
deployed far behind that self-contained strongholds to cut down any invasion 
into the depth. This system shaped in the times of Diocletian is called defense-
in-depth.  

But before this new system was finally established, the Romans had been 
fighting those already easily passing the border wherever they could manage to 
concentrate large army-units. Name for the defensive system is elastic defense. 

Security-system had to be changed at least because of emergence of the 
Germanic seaborne attacks from the 3rd c. everywhere at the seas that prolonged 
the line of the frontier. 
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Full-time units, legions, alae of cavalry, cohortes of infantry and mixed 
cohortes equitatae served the forward defense-system. Part-time border force of 
limitanei had appeared and auxiliary alae and cohorts had disappeared; and 
regular mobile reserve – comitatenses – substituted legions, fixed at the border. 
All they served new security system – defense-in-depth. The whole 3rd c. saw 
these changes, finally shaped in the times of Constantine I.  

From the great deeds of Emperor M. Aurelius Probus (276-282) the most 
important is the deliverance of seventy Gaulic cities. He drove back Franks and 
Alemanns, four hundred thousand of them being killed. Probus passed the 
Rhine, and returned back with considerable tribute of corn, cattle, and horses. 
Sixteen thousand Germanic recruits were dispersed among the Roman units. 
Other captive or fugitive barbarians gained a new status, that of part-time 
peasant-soldiers (limitanei). Emperor transported a considerable body of 
Vandals into Cambridgeshire, great number of Franks and Gepidae were settled 
on the banks of the Danube and the Rhine, Bastarnae – in Thrace. Pontic (The 
Black Sea) coast was reserved for some more Franks. But which one exactly? 
This is to be discussed. 

According to Ed. Gibbon, Franks settled at the sea-coast of Pontus had to 
check the Alani inroads. A fleet stationed in one of the harbors of the Euxine 
fell into their hands, and they resolved, through unknown seas, to explore their 
way from the mouth of Phasis (River Rioni in the West Georgia, Ancient 
Colchis/Lazica – T. D., L. T.) to that of the Rhine. They easily escaped through 
the Bosphorus and the Hellespont, and cruising along the Mediterranean, 
indulged their appetite for revenge and plunder by frequent descents on the 
shores of Asia, Greece and Africa. City of Syracuse was sacked by the 
Barbarians. Franks proceeded to the columns of Hercules, coasted round Spain 
and Gaul, and steering their course through the British channel, at length 
finished their voyage by landing in safety on the Batavian or Frisian shores.  

What is this whole story based on? Zosimus and one panegyric to 
Constantius Chlorus contributed to it.  

There is no mention of mouth of the river of Phasis as a spring-board for 
the expedition in the sources. Then, what was in Gibbon’s mind? Perhaps, 
logics, excluding the possibilities. 

Indeed, the Northern Black Sea coast is beyond the Roman rule. The 
Western shores, and the Balkans are already packed with the Barbarians. 
Southern littoral had been less used for receptio. While Lazica and Pontic Limes 
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can not be argued. Being active since the 2nd half of the 1st c., this Limes was 
based upon well-manned castellum-system from Pitius to Aphsaros in the 
Western Georgia. The Roman forts protected the units of the Roman Black Sea 
fleet in the small harbours, and also controlled the route coming from Meotis to 
Asia Minor. And something strange had happened to this limes in the 3rd c. Now 
threat comes not from the front, the Romans have Lazi client king dwelling 
there, but – from behind, because of the Goths living at the Northern shores of 
the Black Sea.  

We can only guess that the Franks were in Lazica as limitanei.  
 


