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09m3g LoP3nboL 3nM3zgmn smbmagymo Fobboggmmgdom
0600369mmM3560 sdMABE BMmzmmmabhnldsdn — 88 3gMomeb
339300M©90s bogMmadmMabm LNYFIHIM Johommadg dydomdab
©obygds, MmdgmoEg dmdwg3bm obn Bmab Fobdozmmdsdn
M089bs9M3y 38903bM, 3obobmEs ©s YT Y30M3gmMIL
300mE93sb BoMIMoaqblb bombymo godmEgdob obhmmMoym-
3madomanznbhymo 33mg30bm30L. 88039 39Mom©Adn onbym
obmMmdnmn FobMmgoob LHMYIHYMYmn dgbbBsgzmnb 3nM3zgann
3©900, MMIMydnE bogmgdom 3bmdomans 3mondgm 3MHm3nbo
(1895-1970) o 3mme mg30-bhmmbob (1908-2009) mgmMagdab
AfMoomg39d.

1908 Bgmb dgmManbob IV 0bhgmoobEndmabym 3mbamabdy,
970 Lo¥3969900Lby s sbomo g3mgob FgmbyMPW-obHmMoym
bggdEnsdn, Bg3nMbo@yzngmn FobMgdab dgbobgd dmblLgbgdqdn
Bongnmbglb L3obENBogNgMTs T93b0gMY0ds - obngmds, oF-
by mmmozds (1864-1917), @abgmds, Jssmmg 3MmBBs (1863-
1933) o BMM39309mBs, smgdbsbrgm 03390 (1870-1929). ogbgmm
mmnznb dmbbgbgdedn obobNnomgdymon nym bombymn go-
dmEg00b 3mad3mdBoEnob doMomoo 3obmbgdn. nd g3mgob Lbg
ammzmmmobhymo dMmadgonbasb gobbbzezgdom, sgbgm m-
Mm0300L ,baambyMmo Lohyz09Mgdob 93039MaBs 396mB90Bs”“ (1909)
3ogdam 3Mohngdsb o @Mydg dmogMmo mgmmogamo boymoabno
HmaoEngmo mbMmdnb bognmbgodg dmadydeaszg dgsbngmmomznb.
0mbLYbgoodn BomMAmagbomns dnbo LHohNob dndmboggo
0560870Mm39 gmmzmmmabhnzob 39ML3gJH03006.

Hh9mdobmmmangmn  gobdoMmbgdobomzob  obobyobdngg
36000 omnb0dbmL, MMT ojbgmM meMmozo ggmdobym bLobhyzo
Sage-b 0ygbg0L yzgmo nb3zmydogMmo 36900LM30L, MMIMydog
09M00069096 BDMo3omb, domb, ™gagabosb ©s bombymM bND-
maMmob. Sage-b gobdoMmbgds 860d369MmmMzebns NBYboE, Mod-
960003 ,93039M0 306mbBgd0” oM oMmab FgdmbLODdMZMYN
dbmomo gmon gobMoom. mmoznbmzob 0gdymagdoms bLO-
yom (Sagenwelt) ©sdmy30g0gma badysmms, Mgsaymo bsd-
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yommbLEeb godonzbyamn, MmMIgmMbeg mo30bo  M7ZxmMENg00
093L. mgddymgosms bodysmmb 3obmbgdn nbg3g dmgodg9dgb,
Mmammz ymzgmomoymo 3obmbgdn mdngdham Mmgommosdo.
LEmMg 9L odmg3b 373609ML Ndob Loxydzgmb, MMAI cgJ3oL:
amm3zmmmo 6o d9x35LEIL M30b0 Laggmsmn 3obmbgdnm ©
oMo 3bmazmMgdnb 3obmbgonm, gmezanmmo oM sMab gomydymao,
ogdmmAngmmb bbgo 3obmbyodL, goM®s Loggmamabo.

0dbgan meMngn Bg3nMmLAHY309Mgdab mMmIYmabydym 69-
LgoL ,93039M 396mMBYOLY yBMEYOL. gbgbns: obobynbobs o
©@obobMYOL 3obmbo, gobdgmmagody, Mogbzn LLTn, LEYboyMa
mMob 3Mnbindn, LodnMob3nMmML 3obmba, HyYyydgdab ZJobmbo,
g0bsmymn  9300meab  9603369mmods  (das  Achtergewicht),
Jg0mbodm3MYamos, bJgdshndsiEns, 3asbhnzs (3sgd39370mma
bEg6s), MJdYagdab Mmmangzs, dMJBggdnL gMmmNsbmos (93039Ma
©d 33MgM39 0EISMIMn gMmNsbmody), 3MbEgbhMagns dmszsm
300MmdY.

39MLMbVIMS o IMJ9Yd3M 3abobnmgdnbol 3nM3ganby
©9 930000369mnb 3M0BEN30 POTMZNEIOYMNS 018D, Oy MMIg
39MLMBV3L MbsYaMIbMOL dmbmMmdgmn. menMmn3ds og bobsmbBM
Hh9Mm00b900 godmaygbs BmbsLEMMMANL sbebndbo, 39Mdm,
3900L dodo - Bobo dboMy o ggdob 3nAm - DML bobBoenn
(0sbnyMo forvaegt o bagvaegt). g303Mn 306mbab Msbobdo,
1306003690 - 30Am (ggMmd. das Achtergewicht) ymzgmmzab
0609369mm3z0600.

mamngdob 93039M0 306mbgdab 3mbEgIxrENS Sbsgmagnymas
sbmm3mmmmgqgonb Hgmadnbobs ,3nmbymab bydgmmmasbyann
3mb39x33ns” (Kroeber, 1917: 162). Ly3gMMMEBYMIn dbOMMIM-
™mmgqon ggamobbdmogb, MmA 3gm@OMo o30Mmbmadngmn dOLH-
Mogdhymo 3MmEqbno. o8 3MmEgbLb 39M gobzdombozm Lb3
®96mdgbnb BgbMmognweb, MmMA obLOESL ®mogz0bn BoMIMAMOY,
3063000M708 s M3gMa3ngon (Bidney, 1953: 34-39). my mMasbymo
boggbyMmo  ggabbdmob oEodnsbl, bLY3gMMMaabymn  ©aSL
000300699 ,dommo’. by3gmmmasababdgdb sbmmMm3mmmgansdn
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09430 s0LbHMegHymn dmEgmo o6 3MNbEN3x0n, MMEMMYONEYY
93MEYE0Y, 3©330360L LoJENgMO O M EHMo.

Moaobol mmMmnznb 93039Ma 3obmbgodn bydgmmMmaabymab
dbgo3bno, nbnba BamMAmEgqbomany, MmammE Jo3mbHhMmmadgman
domys nbn3znEyamymo dombMmogmaobmznlb. y o8 dmbadMYdLL
00300900, bambymo dngddgman dbmmmeo 0MIo dobEgzb o0
396mb3060L. gL 30 YMmMIMMMabHN3sdo boagzm bagnmboo.

bY3gMmMmMASbYMo 3obmbydn ymazgma3sm 0bnznEysMyM
3MbHMmmBg domms ©asL. 83330M0 IMLOBMYOS BMEMIMMML
Lo0Ybx00LIgMHY3gmmm 8g3609Mg00L dgbbogmab mdogdHL o0-
b3o3LgOL, bamblb godmmMniEzbozb FMmMIMMMNEsb. 88 dgomEom
000gddob oMmoMmgmg30bhMmn bgds, MMIT GmmmzmmMmo sEo-
00069M 016030073MMOSL bb3d 38N367dMSb 830300M70d0.

mamozn o sMab gMmosgmmnn gmmizmmmMabdon, MmIg-
ooz by3gmmmaobym 306mMbBgdL dsmnomgobL. gmo-gmma Bogo-
momns 30mbgMm sbyMbmbab m3nmzmmgdianab 306mba (das
Gesetz der Selbst-Berichtigung), ®mAmob mobsbBo@oy bo-
MohHn3900 3MLYONMO® M3000MB vMY3YMNMYdg6 Magz00bm Hfo-
©0E07mMmOosL o dmbmmodgmgdn dbmenme d0bEY396 bombymn
nbMmmonb 306mbgoL (Anderson, 1923: 397-403).

amm3zmmmo, 0003000 FoMo@ gobdgmmgdon BMMIZONMO
o 1909000 3d30Mx33L9L Fobomob BoMIMoagblb nd 833M™33-
M900bm30L, MMIgJMMSE DM d330360L ymxzab 3ob6mb-
dmMIngM9oomo 3MnBEN3900L smAMAYDs s0bHgMgbadm. ogbgm
manmngdob 9303300 306mbgdab mgmMas 30 gMm-gfMon dmogmo
0M3n0960Hns BmmzmmmMab bhmydbhymymo dgbobbozmo.

The first decade of the 20" century was the most fruitful period
for the discipline of folklore studies — design on international cata-
logue of the system of European tale types, revised many times and
constituted a fundamentally edition for scholars oriented on histor-
ical-comparative research. At that time started the first challenges
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to structural studies of narrative genres. These researches are not
as well known as the works of Claude Lévi-Strauss (1908-2009) and
Vladimir Propp (1895-1970).

In 1908 at the 4" interdisciplinary congress in Berlin has been
presented the papers of Scandinavian folklorists Axel Olrik (1864-
1917), Kaarle Krohn (1863-1933), and Alexander Bugge (1870-1929). The
essay of Axel Olrik was an attempt to delineate some of the princi-
pal laws governing the composition of folk narrative. Unlike folklore
studies of the same time, Olrik’s “Epic Laws of Folk Narratives” (1909)
have withstood the criticism of the passing years and they continue
to be a strong theoretical background for each new generation of
folklorists. The paper attempts to present Axel Olrik’s essay from the
perspective of contemporary folkloristics.

The German word “Sage”, as defined by Olrik, is virtually an
all-inclusive term and is meant to incorporate such forms as folktale,
myth, legend, and folksong. This definition is important inasmuch as
Olrik feels that “the Epic Laws” are not limited to just one genre. To
Olrik the world of Sage is an independent domain, a realm of reality
separate from the real world, subject to its own rules and regula-
tions. These “Sagenwelt” rules are such that they take precedence
over the everyday rules of objective reality. It is for this reason, he
argues, that folklore must be measured by its own laws, not the laws
of everyday life. Folklore does not have to obey any laws but its own.

Axel Olric calls the formal rules of folk narratives “the Epic Laws”
which inlculde: the Law of Opening and Closing, the Law of Repeti-
tion, the Law of Three, the Law of Two to a Scene, the Law of Twins,
the Importance of Final Position (‘das Achtergewicht’), the Law of the
Single Strand, the Law of Pattering, the Use of Tableaux Scenes, the
Logic of the Sage, the Unity of Plot, and the Concentration on a Lead-
ing Character (Olrik 1965: 140).

Whenever a series of persons or things occurs, then the princi-
pal one will come first. Coming last, though, will be person for whom
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the particular narrative arouses sympathy. We may designate these
relationships with nautical expressions, “the Weight of the Bow” and
“the Weight of the Stern” (Dan. ‘forvaegt’, ‘bagvaegt’). The centre of
gravity of the narrative always lies in the Weight of the Stern (Germ.
‘das Achtergewicht’).

Olrik's conception of these laws is analogous to what anthro-
pologists term a superorganic conception of culture. By superor-
ganic, anthropologists mean that culture is an autonomous abstract
process, sui generis, which requires no reference to other orders of
phenomena for an explanation of its origin, development, and oper-
ation. If the organic level includes man, the superorganic is “above”
man, and it is independent of and thus not reducible to purely hu-
man terms. The rationale is that just a man himself is considered to
be more than the sum of inorganic (chemical) elements of which he
is composed, so the superorganic is aumed to be more than the or-
ganic elements which underlie it. Superorganicists in anthropology
have abstract patterns or principles, such as evolution, governing
human behavior and culture.

Because Olrik’s epic laws are conceived to be superorganic, thei
presented as actively controlling individual narrators. The folk narra-
tor, according to this view, can only blindly obey the epic laws.

The superorganic laws are above any individual’'s control. This
kind of thinking, although it apparently makes folklore somewhat
akin to a natural science, takes the folk out of folklore. With this ap-
proach, it becomes almost irrelevant that folklore is communicated
by human individuals to other human individuals. From the point of
view of modern folkloristics, this topic is quite suspicious.

Olrik was not the only folklorist to advocate superorganic laws.
An example is Walter Anderson’s law of self-correction, according
to which narratives essentially correct themselves and thereby keep
their remarkable stability safe from the possible ravages of errors or
inadvertent changes (Anderson 1923: 397-403).
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Folklore because of its rigid adherence to recurring forms and
themes makes excellent source material for those interested in dis-
covering principles controlling human culture generally. Without of
doubt, Olrik’s theory on epic laws is one of the strongest arguments
in favor of a structural approach to folklore.
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