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Group Municipal copper coins of Trapezus

Type Municipal copper coins of Trapezus with the effigy of Mithras
Description, Copper. Weight: ex. 2,14 gr., 5,29 gr., 6,80 gr., 8,20 gr., 9,15 gr., 9,31 gr,,
picture 11,81 gr., 11,85 gr., 13,22 gr., 13,85 gr., 14,05 gr., 14,24 gr., 16,03 gr., 16,90

gr., 17,37 gr., 17,72 gr., 18,34 gr., 19,01 gr., 19,13 gr., 19,41 gr., 20,02 gr.,
20,05 gr., 20,38 gr., 21,45 gr., 22,51 gr., 23,25 gr., 24,46 gr., 26,60 gr.

d=22 mm., 25/28 mm., 26 mm., 26/27 mm., 27 mm., 29/30 mm., 29/31 mm.,
30 mm., 31 mm., 31/32 mm., 30/34 mm., 30/35 mm., 31/34 mm., 32/34 mm.
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Obverse: Bust of Marcus Aurelius, right. Legend - AYTOKPA ...
Reverse: Mithras’ bust in radiant Phrygian cap.

Obverse: Bearded Emperor, right.
Reverse: Mithras’ bust in radiant Phrygian cap, right. Protome of a horse in

front of him. Several linear circles behind form a stamp.

Obverse: Bust of Septimius Severus, right. Legend - CEOYHPOCA.
Reverse: Horse Enthroned, right. Cornucopia behind it. Legend — TPAIL... O.

Obverse: Bust Julia Domna, right. Legend — MNA ...
Reverse: Mithras as equestrian, right. Horse with its right leg raised over

altar. Tree of Life behind equestrian. Part of date below — ET...

Obverse: Bust of Caracalla, right. Legend - ANTQNEINOC.

Reverse: Mithras as equestrian, right. Horse with its right leg raised over
altar. Column in front of the equestrian with crow sitting on it. Tree of Life
behind, date below.

Obverse: Bust of Elagabalus, right.
Reverse: Mithras as equestrian, right. Companions — Cautes and Cautopates.
Tree of Life behind the equestrian. Column — in front of the equestrian with

Amor standing on it. Inscription is barely readable.

Obverse: Bust of Gordian III, right. Legend - AYK ANTOPAIANOCCEB.

Reverse: Mithras as equestrian. Tree of Life behind the equestrian. Column
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in front of him with crow sitting on it. A star above a bird. Horse has its
right leg raised. Snake below the line. Legend — TPAIIEZOYNTIQN.

Scholarly

commentary

Only Georgian (Iberian) imitations to Roman coins are struck on the
territory of Colchis/Lazica and Kartli/ Iberia in late Antiquity. However,
there was one place populated by West Georgian people — namely, Trapezus,
which issued municipal copper coins in the 27-3 cc. Name of Roman
Emperor is on obverse, while the name of community — on reverse.

We lack the written sources about the political, as well as cultural and
religious history of Trapezus of the 27d-3r cc. That is why scholars pay much
attention to the artefacts, including the coins. From this point of view, a
hoard of municipal copper coins of Trapezus dated back to the 27d-3+ cc.
A.D. and found during Bichvinta archaeological excavations in 1958 is of
special importance. The hoard seems to be placed in a purse, since fragments
of textiles are discovered on coins.

Before Bichvinta excavations, municipal copper coins of Trapezus were
not found outside the city. Based on this, some scholars insisted on the fact
that Trapezus did not have independent trade and economic policy and its
coins were only of local importance.

Archaeological excavations of Bichvinta and in Sokhumi in 1959
rejected this thesis. The fact is that, not only the hoard was found there —
discovery of a single coins of Trapezus became common in these places. This
fact is of great importance not only for economic history of the city, but for
the study of its political status.

Bichvinta hoard contained 149 coins. Ten of them are silver coins, while
139 are the 274-3* cc. municipal copper coins of Trapezus. The latest coin of
the hoard belongs to Philip Junior (244/247-249) and is dated back to
244/245, so the hoard was deposited after 244/245.

Before Bichvinta and Sokhumi discoveries coins of Trapezus were
something of a rarity.

If we take into account findings in Bichvinta and Sokhumi, all
information in literature about the coins, also samples and imprints kept in
different museums and private collections, we will find out that 340-350
samples of municipal copper coins of Trapezus are found up today. About
230 out of them are found in Bichvinta (numbers cannot be absolutely
precise).

Mithras, the god of the Sun and light, is portrayed on the reverse of
210-220 coins out of 340-350 samples, Tyche — on 50-55 samples, Dionysus —

on 17 samples, Serapis — on 12 samples, Abundantia — on 12 samples, Apollo

172




—on 6 samples, Hermes — on 2 samples, Hercules — on 1 sample, Rhea Cybele
—on 1 sample, Pales — on 1 sample.

These numbers assure us that Mithras was the major deity of Trapezus.
Mithras, the god of the Sun and light, is not of Greek origin. The question is:
why was he so important in the Greek city? This will be understandable if
we take into consideration the words of Xenophon, that Trapezus was “an
inhabited Greek city on the Euxine Sea, a colony of the Sinopeans on the
territory of Colchis”. Evidently majority of the city population should have
consisted of non-Greeks. This is much obvious from the information of
Flavius Arrianus, legatus of Emperor Hadrian. Describing the city, he writes
to the Emperor: “T'wo altars of rough stone are still standing there now; but,
from the coarseness of the materials, the letters inscribed upon them are
indistinctly engraven, and the inscription itself is incorrectly written, as is
common among barbarous people... Your statue, which stands there, has
merit in the idea of the figure, as it represents you pointing towards the sea;
but it bears no resemblance to the original, and the execution is in other
respects but indifferent... A temple is there constructed, built
of squared stone”. As we can see, Arrianus directly indicates that Greek
inscriptions are written by the “barbarians”. It is obvious that the Colchians
are meant under the “barbarians”. Even more, not only the majority of
Trapezus’ population, but also ruling classes should be of “barbarian” origin.
It is difficult to imagine the Greek officials could authorize a creation of
Hadrian’s statue with non-Greek art concepts. So, there was ethnic basis for
triumph of Mithras in Trapezus. From this point of view, some information
from national Georgian narrative “Kartlis Tskhovreba” (The Life of Kartli) is
very interesting: “and Andrew (St. Andrew) came to the city of Trapezus,
which is the country of Mingrelians (i.e. West Georgians)”. There is no sign
of Mithras’ cult in other Hellenic cities of Asia Minor during these times.
We should underline that municipal copper coins of Trapezus with the
effigy of Mithras are unparalleled in the numismatics of other cities and
kingdoms.

However, the question is — is there really Mithras depicted on the
reverse of municipal copper coins of Trapezus?

We need to follow evolution of Mithras’ effigy on the coins in order to
answer the question. At first, Mithras’ bust in radiant Phrygian cap is
depicted on them. Then protome of horse was added. Three samples of
Trapezus’ coins found in Bichvinta have fantastic illustration. We did not
find any parallel to it in literature. Stylized effigy of enthroned horse is
linked with Mithras. Such is Mithras on the 2% c. coins. And from the end of
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the 274 c. Mithras is already equestrian. An altar is in front of the equestrian,
and a horse has its right leg raised over it. Later Tree of Life was added, on
which snake is coiled sometimes. On even later stage, accompanying persons
appeared in front and behind of Mithras as equestrian. Column emerged
beside altar, where Amor stands, but mostly — a crow, and a star above it.
Finally, snake below was added to all.

Earlier, famous specialist of Mithraic mysteries, F. Cumont expressed
opinion that the equestrian on municipal copper coins of Trapezus is not
actually Mithras, but — syncretic deity, which united the functions of
Mithras and Men, Cappadocian deity of the Moon. F. Cumont had the real
evidence, since Mithras was rarely depicted as equestrian, while this is
common for Men. Famous specialists of Antiquity, W. H. Waddington, E.
Babelon, Th. Reinach and M. Maksimova rejected this idea with argument
that attribute of Ment — crescent — is nor present on the coins. However,
there is a counterargument which is very difficult to revoke.

In scientific literature nine gems are known up today with Mithras
depicted in the same pose, as it is on municipal copper coins of Trapezus.
The similarity is absolute: equestrian before altar and the Tree of Life. The
most important is that two of them, one kept in Berlin museum (unknown
provenance) and the other found in Karsniskhevi (Mtskheta district,
Georgia), have a depiction of a star and crescent above, in front and behind
the equestrian. Undoubtedly, equestrian on municipal copper coins of
Trapezus and the gems is not “pure” Mithras, but — syncretic deity, unifying
the functions of solar, lunar and star deities.

Mithra/Mithras was very popular in Kartvelian (Georgian) world.
Georgian pagan calendar even had a month dedicated to the Mithraic
festival — Mirkani (Mihrkani). Silver cups with depiction of a horse with
raised leg are found in Bori (Kharagauli district, Georgia) and Armazi. Sh.
Amiranashvili connected them to the cult of Mithra. Pinakes with horses
were also found in Zguderi (Kareli district, Georgia) and during the
construction of Zahesi (ZemoAvchala hydroelectric power station) channel.
A little bronze altar found in Zguderi is of special importance. This is shaped
like a temple with a door and dome like drilled cone of pine-tree. Altar on
municipal copper coins of Trapezus is a copy of the Zguderi one.

One fact should be emphasized: a horse with radiant mane on Bori cup
looks very much like a horse on municipal copper coins of Trapezus. We
will have the total similarity without the equestrian. On Bori cup as well as
on municipal copper coins of Trapezus a horse with radiant mane is depicted

standing with raised leg over altar.
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We should stress the importance of one fact: out of nine gems with
identical depiction (see above) eight are discovered in Georgia (5 — in
Urbnisi, Kareli district, 2 — in the suburbs of Mtskheta and 1 — in Kutaisi).
The ninth gem, which is kept in Berlin Museum, was bought by Baron
Rosen in Constantinople and, in specialists’ opinion, could be produced in
Trapezus. However, there is a possibility for this gem to be made in Georgia.

Summing up all above-mentioned, we get interesting picture: municipal
copper coins of Trapezus with the effigy Mithras have parallel in
synchronous gems found (or made) in Georgia. So, claim about Kartvelian
(Georgian) origin of this syncretic deity is logical one. Therefore, municipal
copper coins of Trapezus should be included in the list of the Georgian
numismatic monuments, since Trapezus was located on the territory of
Colchis (Upper Cochis), majority of population consisted of local,
“barbarian” tribes and the ideas of the effigies on the coins are closely
connected to the ancient Kartvelian beliefs.

One more question is to be discussed. It has been long time since an idea
was expressed in scientific literature — namely that Saint George should have
replaced old main pagan deity in the beliefs of Georgian people. Also, as it
was mentioned many times in literature, fantastic motifs (ex. fight with a
dragon) in Saint George’s life should be originated from the Georgian roots
and Georgia, “classical country of Saint George’s legend”, should be
estimated as its homeland. Municipal copper coins of Trapezus can tell much
about it.

According to Iv. Javakhishvili, Saint George replaced lunar deity in the
beliefs of the Georgian people, who was main god in pagan Georgia. On the
other hand, on the basis of ethnographic material S. Makalatia concluded
that Mirsa or Mithra must have been predecessor of Saint George. Several
festivals, “Mirsoba”, “Meisaroba” and “Jegemisarioni”, which are still
preserved in Western Georgia, are its testimonies.

Perhaps, deity depicted on municipal copper coins of Trapezus and on the
gems found in Georgia is the pagan god who was replaced by Saint George.
This suggestion is supported not only by the remnants of solar and lunar
worship in Saint George’s rituals, but also — by great iconographical
similarity between the god on municipal copper coins of Trapezus and Saint
George equestrian. If we give a spear to the former, he will look exactly like
Saint George.

There is an opinion that the earliest depictions of Saint George equestrian
come from Georgia. Two steles of Saint George equestrian of Early Feudal

period found on the territory of Kvemo (Lower) Kartli (in Aghik and
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Burdadzor, Marneuli district) are kept in Shalva Amiranashvili Museum of
Fine Art, Tbilisi. Saint George equestrian killing a dragon is depicted on
Burdadzor stele. Tree of Life and astral signs (the Sun, the Moon, a star) in
medallions are carved on stele. The Moon is represented in the form of bull’s
head, having crescent-shaped horns. Saint George with the Tree of Life is
depicted on Aghik stele. Dragon is below on both steles, like a snake on
municipal copper coins of Trapezus. Link between municipal copper coins of
Trapezus and the steles is obvious. The steles are the next step of
development.

Trapezus began to issue the coins in the 4% c. B.C., but only for a short
time. In 63 A.D. Trapezus received the status of free city and its era is
reckoned from this point. Under Emperor Trajan Trapezus starts to strike
the coins. They show the Greek deities too, thus attesting to the Greeks
living there together with the Colchians.

Mint Trapezus.

Nominal Several nominals were struck; ex. the weights range from 2,14 to 26, 60 gr.

Date the 27d-3 cc.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — more than 100 samples, ex. GF. (Fund
of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia)
Ne11749, GF. Nel11750; Hermitage, Saint-Petersburg — 7 samples; British
Museum — 11 samples; Berlin Museum — 3 samples; National Library of
France, Paris — several dozens.
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Imported coins

found in Georgia

Money circulation in Colchis/Lazica in the 1#-4* cc. A.D.

A big amount of coins of the 1%-4% cc. is found in Colchis. Therefore we
take the material unearthed by Bichvinta archaeological expedition as an
example for coastal line and the three hoards of the Roman coins (the 1%-3%¢
cc.) as an example for hinterland. The hoards are found in different times in
the following villages: Ghurzuli (Gulripshi district. This hoard is known as
Gerzeuli hoard in scientific literature, including Georgian, according to
Russian name of the settlement), Eki (Senaki district) and Sepieti (Abasha
district).

I. Bichvinta and its environs:

Bichvinta archaeological expedition unearthed almost 1500 coins on the
territory of Bichvinta. Many of them are found as part of four hoards. 114
more coins were found in Bichvinta later, however, new finds did not
challenge the concepts developed earlier. Therefore, we will use old
indications of quantities, although — refer to new material in case of

necessity.

Coins of the 27¢-1% cc. B.C.:

1. 27 c. B.C. copper coin of Chersonesus.

2. 27d c. B.C. copper coin of Laodicea in Phrygia.

3. Tetrachalkon struck in the times of Mithridates VI of Pontus (120-63
B.C.).

a) Coins of the 1t c. A.D.:
1. Dupondius of Augustus (27 B.C.-14 A.D.).
2. Aureus of Nero (54-68).
3. Drachm of Polemon II of Pontus (38-63).

4. The so-called quasi-municipal copper coin of Amastris.

b) Coins of the 2 c.:
More than 60 coins of the 27 c. are unearthed in Bichvinta. 17 coins are
made of silver, the others — of copper. The list of the coins differentiated

according to the rulers and countries is as follows:
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1. Hadrian (117-138) — 8 samples.

2. Antoninus Pius (138-161) — 5 samples.

3. Lucius Verus (161-169) — 2 samples.

4. Lucilla — 1 sample.

5. Commodus (180-192) — 13 samples.

6. Septimius Severus (193-211) — 3 samples.

Coins of the Bosphoran kingdom:
7. Coin of Kotys II (123-132) — 1 sample.
8. Coin of Sauromates II (174-210) — 1 sample.

Undefined:

9. Undefined coins dated back to the end of the 27 c. — 17 samples (coins,
especially the copper ones, are poorly preserved in Bichvinta marshy lands.
It is very difficult to attribute them. Therefore, general quantity of coins and

of defined ones sometimes will not coincide).

30 pieces out of above-mentioned coins are struck at Trapezus
(municipal copper coins of Trapezus), 10 — at Caesarea of Cappadocia, 2 — in
the kingdom of Bosphorus, 7 pieces, silver as well as copper — at Rome, 1

sample — at Pautalia (Thrace) and 1 — at some oriental mint.

c¢) Coins of the first half of the 3" c.:

The 3 c. is a period of thriving in Pitius/Bichvinta’s life. More than 350
coins of the 34 c., found in Bichvinta, are very good illustration of it. More
than 250 samples belong to the 1% half of the 3% c.

Bichvinta/Pitius hoard:
149 coins form a hoard. The structure of Pitius hoard is as follows:

1. Municipal copper of Trapezus dated back to the 2m-3 cc. (Lucius Verus
(161-169)-Philip Senior (244-249)) — 139 samples.

Silver issues of Caesarea:

2. Didrachmsof Hadrian (117-138) — 4 samples.

3. Didrachm of Commodus (180-192) — 1sample.

4. Drachm of Septimius Severus (193-211) — 2samples.
5. Drachm of Julia Domna — 1sample.

6. Drachm of Geta (209-212) — 1sample.

7. Drachm of Caracalla (211-217) — 1 sample.
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Terminus post quem for the hoard is 245. The deposit may have been
buried under the threat of Gothic invasion from Crimea in 252. Both, Pitius
and Dioscurias/Sebastopolis show 238 samples of Trapezuntine municipal

issues.

In general, these more than 250 pieces are struck in the name of the

following Emperors and their wives:

1. Septimius Severus (193-211).
2. Julia Domna.

3. Caracalla (211-217).

4. Geta (209-212).

5. Elagabalus (218-222).

6. Severus Alexander (222-235).
7. Julia Maesa.

8. Gordian III (238-244).

9. Tranquillina.

10. Philip Senior (244-249).

11. Otacilia Severa.

12. Philip Junior (247-249).

Absolute majority of the coins of first half of the 3 c. are struck in
the mints of Asia Minor (municipal copper of Trapezus — 191 samples; silver
coins of Caesarea — 31 samples; copper of Neocaesarea — 3 samples; of Sinope

— 1 sample; of Amisus (?) — 1 sample; of Nicomedia — 1 sample).

d) Coins of the 24 half of the 3" c.:

More than 100 coins (mostly copper) of the 27 half of the 3% c. were
found in Bichvinta: 70 pieces are struck at Rome, including antoniniani;
Antioch — 11 samples; Cyzicus — 6 samples; other mints — Mediolanum,

Ticinum, Siscia, Thessalonica — are represented by unique samples.

Coins are struck in the name of the following Emperors:
1. Trebonianus Gallus (251-253).

2. Volusian (251-253).

3. Gallienus (253-268).

4. Salonina.

5. Claudius IT Gothicus(268-270).

6. Aurelian (270-275).
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7. Tacitus (275-276).

8. Probus (276-282).

9. Carinus (283-285).

10. Diocletian (284-305).

11. Maximian (286-305, 306-308, 310).
12. Constantius I Chlorus(293-306).
13. Galerius (292-311).

Coins of the Bosphoran kingdom:
1. Copper coin of Rhescuporis V (240-267) struck in 264 is found in

Bichvinta.

e) Coins of the 4® c.;
More than 500 coins of the 4® c. are found in Bichvinta. 310 out of them
form a hoard. The hoard consists of the Roman small copper coins. They are

struck in the name of the following Emperors:

1. Constantine I (306-337) — 11 samples.

2. Helena — 4 samples.

3. Constantine I (coins struck after his death) — 52 samples.

4. Constantine II (337-340) — 6 samples.

5. Constantius II (337-361) — 102 samples.

6. Constans (337-350) — 75 samples.

7. Either Constantius II (337-361), or Constans (337-350) — 60 samples.

Coins were struck in the following mints: Constantinople — 20;
Antioch — 87; Nicomedia — 51; Cyzicus — 31; Alexandria — 10; Siscia — 9;

Thessalonica — 1; undefined — 101.
Single finds:
Single finds of the Roman coins provide us with the following names:

1. Licinius(308-324).

2. Constantine I (306-337).

3. Helena.

4. Crispus.

5. Constantine I (on coins struck after his death).
6. Constantine II (337-340).
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7. Constantius II (337-361).
8. Constans (337-350).
9. Valentinian IT (375-392).

Mints: Antioch — 30; Constantinople — 20; Nicomedia — 11; Cyzicus —
5; Thessalonica — 6; Siscia — 7; Trier — 1; Sirmium — 1; Alexandria — 1;
undefined - 127.

Coins of the Bosporan kingdom:
1. Coin of Rhescuporis VI (318-333).

I1. Hoards from hinterland:

a) Ghurzuli (Gerzeuli) hoard

In 1926 a big hoard was discovered in Ghurzuli village (Gulripshi
district, 11-12 km. far from the seashore) by chance. Unfortunately, the
hoard was dispersed. Famous archaeologist M. Ivashchenko managed to
study the preserved part of the hoard (469 samples) and published it with
the comments of N. A. Zograf. The hoard contained the following foreign

coins:
1. Denarius of Augustus (27 B.C. -14 A.D.) — 1 sample.

Caesareian silver issues:

2. Nero (54-68) — 1 sample.

3. Vespasian (69-79) — 30 samples.

4. Domitian (81-96) — 9 samples.

5. Nerva (96-98) — 22 samples.

6. Trajan (98-117) — 165 samples.

7. Hadrian (117-138) — 90 samples.

8. Antoninus Pius (138-161) and M. Aurelius — 122 samples.
9. L. Verus — 28 samples.

Nominals: hemidrachm, drachm, didrachm.
Hoard contained Georgian imitation to Lysimachus’ type staters — 1

sample.

b) Eki hoard
The hoard was found in Eki village (Senaki district) in 1971 during
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agricultural works. It was placed in ceramic vessel. Preserved part of the
hoard contains 907 coins. One of the coins is a Parthian drachm, very rare

for this region.

The structure of the hoard is as follows:

. Orodes II of Parthia (57-38/37 B.C.) — 1 sample.

. Caesareian didrachm of Nerva (96-98) — 1 sample.

. Caesareian didrachm of Trajan (98-117) — 2 samples.

. Caesareian didrachm of Hadrian (117-138) — 712 samples.

. Caesareian didrachm of Antoninus Pius (138-161) — 55 samples.
. Caesareian didrachm of L. Verus — 1 sample.

. Denarius of Commodus (180-192), struck at Rome — 1 sample.

. Denarius of Pertinax (193), struck at Rome — 5 samples.
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. Denarius of Pescennius Niger (193-194), struck at Rome — 1 sample.

10. Denarius of Septimius Severus (193-211) — 101 samples (mints: Rome
(12), Orient (84), Alexandria (5)).

11. Denarius of Julia Domna — 14 samples, struck at Rome (5) and Oriental
mint (9), and Caesareian drachm — 1 sample.

12. Denarius of Caracalla (211-217) struck at Rome — 2, and Caesareian
drachm - 1 sample.

13. Denarius of Geta (209-212) — 1 sample, struck either at Rome or Antioch,
and Caesareian drachm — 1 sample.

14. Caesareian drachm of Elagabalus (218-222) — 1 sample.

15. Denarius of Severus Alexander (222-235) — 6 samples, struck at Rome (1)

and Oriental mint (5).

Caesareian output numbers 775 as many; denarii — 131, mostly struck
at Oriental mints. Absolute majority of Caesareian output are didrachms and
4 samples are drachms.

The late coin of the hoard belongs to the period of Alexander

Severus. It was struck in 222, i.e. Eki hoard was buried in 222 or after 222.

c) Sepieti hoard:

Sepieti hoard was found by chance in February 1931 in Sepieti village
(Abasha district) during agricultural works. The hoard was placed in ceramic
vessel. The content of the hoard was published by S. Makalatia. It consisted

of 377 silver coins and their list according to the Emperors is as follows:
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1. Trajan (98-117) — 2 samples.

2. Hadrian (117-138) (?) — 1 sample.

3. Antoninus Pius (138-161) — 3 samples.

4. Marcus Aurelius (161-180) — 6 samples.

5. Commodus (180-192) — 33 samples.

6. Crispina— 1 sample.

7. Pertinax (193) — 1 sample.

8. Pescennius Niger (193-194) — 1 sample.

9. Clodius Albinus (193-197) — 7 samples.

10. Septimius Severus (193-211) — 227 samples.
11. Julia Domna — 27 samples.

12. Geta (209-212) — 9 samples.

13. Caracalla (211-217) — 18 samples.

14. Elagabalus (218-222) — 10 samples.

15. Severus Alexander (222-235) — 31 samples.

Roman denarii form the majority of the hoard — 365 samples (mints:
Emesa (158), Rome (118), Oriental mint (62)). There is also a few number of
Caesareian coins (11) there. Money of Septimius Severus dominates the
hoard (227 pieces), mostly struck at Emesa in 194. Severus Alexander’s issue

of 222 probably provides a certain date for the hoard deposit.

III. Foreign money in Argveti:

Argveti, Eastern province of Colchis, in the 1s-4%* cc. politically
linked with Iberia, forms special numismatic region. It has eclectic
character. Coins of four categories circulated there simultaneously: denarii of
Augustus, Imperial denarii in general, the Parthian drachms and Caesareian

silver. The 4" c. Roman gold coins have been found there later.

a) Roman coins:

1. Denarius of Augustus (27 B.C.-14 A.D.), struck in Gaul (Lugdunum ?) in 2
B.C.-4 A.D. — 56 samples.

2. Denarius of Tiberius (14-37) — 1 sample (found in Jugheli village,
Zestaponi district).

3. Denarius of Caligula (37-41) — 1 sample (found in Bori).

4. Caesareian hemidrachm of Nero (54-68) — 1 sample (found in Bori).

5. Caesareian didrachm of Nerva (96-98) — 3 samples (found in Kldeeti).

6. Caesareian didrachm of Trajan (98-117) — 1 sample (found in Bori).

7. Caesareian didrachm of Hadrian (117-138) — 2 samples (found in Kldeeti),
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and Caesareian hemidrachm — 2 samples (found in Bori).

8. Caesareian didrachm of Antoninus Pius (138-161) — 2 samples (found in
Kldeeti).

9. Denarius of Faustina Junior — 1 sample (found in Bori).

10. Denarius of Julia Domna, struck at Laodicea — 1 sample.

11. Solidus of Constantine I (306-337), struck at Siscia — 1 sample.

12. Solidus of Constantius II (337-361), struck at Antioch — 2 samples.

13. Semissis of Constantine I (306-337), struck at Constantinople — 1 sample.
14. Semissis of Constantius II (337-361), struck at Antioch — 1 sample.

15. Triens of Constantius, struck at Antioch — 1 sample.

b) Coins of the Parthian kingdom:
1. The so-called Gotarzes’(40/1-51) drachm — 19 samples (Kldeeti — 8

samples, Bori — 9 samples, Zestaponi — 1 sample, [lemi — 1 sample).

c) Coins of the kingdom of Pontus:
1. Drachm of Polemon II (38-63), struck in 57/58 — 1 sample.
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Group Georgian (Iberian) Imitations to Roman Coins

Type Imitations to denarii of Augustus

Description, Silver. Weight: ex. 1,28 gr., 2,23 gr., 2,59 gr., 2,93 gr., 2,97 gr., 3,02 gr., 3,10
picture gr., 3,12 gr., 3,23 gr., 3,24 gr., 3,25 gr., 3,33 gr., 3,42 gr., 3,51 gr., 3,55 gr.

d=17/18-19/20mm.

Obverse: Laureate head right/left, crude in style. Distorted Latin inscription
around: prototype — CAESAR AVGVSTVS DIVI F. PATER PATRIAE. Circle
of the dots.

Reverse: Gaius and Lucius Caesars, standing front, each with a hand resting
on a round shield. Spears behind the shields. Simpulum and lituus above the
shields. Distorted Latin inscription around: prototype — C. L. CAESARES
AVGVSTI F. COS. DESIG. PRINC. IVVENT. Linear circle or circle of the
dots.
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Hybrid coin.

Obverse: Laureate head of bearded Emperor, right. Distorted Latin

inscription suggests Marcus Aurelius’ issue as a prototype.

Reverse: Gaius and Lucius Caesars, standing front, each with a hand resting

on a round shield. Spears behind the shields. Distorted Latin inscription.

Scholarly

commentary

There were no money issues in the 1%-4" cc. A.D. for Colchis/Lazica,
and imitations to denarii of Augustus and aurei were struck in Kartli/Iberia.

From the beginning of the 1 c. monotony of the Iberian monetary
market is obvious. Denarii struck in the name of Augustus in 2 B.C.-4 A.D.
at Lugdunum (with the effigy of Gaius and Lucius Caesars on reverse)
became dominant, as well as the so-called Gotarzes’ (40/1-51) drachms. 206
samples of Augustan coins are found in Mtskheta-Nastakisi, Zghuderi, Ertso,
Magraneti, Kushanaant Gora and Jinvali. Silver coins of other Emperors are
represented with only several samples. Roman aurei also appeared on
Iberian money market.

Denarii of Augustus, issued in a large number, were especially popular
in the periphery of the Empire, and among the “Barbarians”. Reform of Nero
in 64 A.D. contributed to it. Indeed, he debased the coin, which “Barbarians”
never accepted. Denarii of Augustus and Tiberius were taken away for them.
Scholars suppose that influx of the coins of Augustus for Iberia came from
the Roman Syria.

Denarii of Augustus circulated for a long time on the territory of Iberia.
Material from the burials shows the dominant role of the denarii of Augustus
in Iberian economy from the beginning of the 1+ c. till the midst of the 3 c.

Shortage of the coins towards the midst of the 3 c. determined a
genesis of imitations to denarii of Augustus. Imitations to aurei also appeared
(ex. Obv. Draped bust of Valerian, laureted, right, a bit crude in style.
Distorted Latin inscription: prototype — IMP. C. P. LIC. VALERIANVS AVG.
Circle of the dots; Rev. Schematic effigy of Victoria in biga, left. Distorted
Latin inscription: VICTORIA AVGG.). Only 15 samples of imitations to
denarii of Augustus are kept in Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.

The midst of the 1% c. is final stage of issue of Georgian imitations to
Alexander and Lysimachus’ type staters. After a gap of two centuries, Iberia
renewed emission of different imitations. Chronology of existence of this
phenomenon, according to the burials, specific prototypes and other general

moments, must be the second half of the 3 c. in general.
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A severe Imperial crisis of the 3 c. limited supply of Iberia with
Imperial coins. Even if it did not, Iberia would have bartered the Roman
money no more. Socio-economic transformation of East Georgia towards
Feudalism needed a supply different than money. The country’s stocks of
precious metal could be exhausted to support the general idea — the
strengthening in number of the upper classes meant a gradual conversion of
some yeomanry from farmers to high-level administrators. Food-shortage
could happen, and a large-scale food supply was, perhaps, necessary.
Industry suffered also as some of the artisans had to earn living doing
agricultural jobs. The amount of industrial goods per capita was quickly
diminishing, thus creating a demand for small-scale local debased issues with

the king as the only potential power to strike these coins.

Mint

Unknown.

Nominal

The weights range ex. from 1,28 gr. to 3,55 gr.

Date

Second half of the 3 c.

Collection

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 15 samples, GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.) N©5103, GF.
Ne1705, GF. Ne9446, GF. Ne2544, GF. Ne26274, QF. (Main Fund of the
Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) N°54, QF. N°1704, QF. Ne3372, QF. Ne3425, QF. Ne4049, QF. Ne4050,
QF. Ne4051, QF. Ne4052, QF. Ne4053, QF. N°4054; Numismatic Fund, History
Museum of Armenia, Yerevan — Ne14362; The Pushkin State Museum of
Fine Arts — 1 sample.
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Group Georgian (Iberian) Imitations to Roman Coins

Type Imitations to aurei
Description, Gold. Weight: ex. — 2,87gr., 3,37gr., 3,44 gr., 3,55 gr.
picture

d=18 mm., 19 mm., 20/21mm.

Description of Jinvali sample

Obverse: Draped bust of Valerian, laureted, right, a bit crude in style.
Distorted Latin inscription: prototype — IMP. C. P. LIC. VALERIANVS AVG.
Circle of the dots.
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Reverse: Schematic effigy of Victoria in biga, left. Distorted Latin inscription:
VICTORIA AVGG.

Scholarly

commentary

There were no money issues in the 1%-4" cc. A.D. for Colchis/Lazica, and
imitations to denarii of Augustus and aurei were struck in Kartli/Iberia.

Influx of the Roman gold coins was reduced in Kartli from the second half of
the 34 c. That was connected with big crisis in the Empire. Weight of the
aurei, and also the scales of emission were gradually reduced. Imitations to
aurei appeared in Iberia. Imitations to denarii of Augustus were struck also
(Obv. Laureate head right/left, crude in style. Distorted Latin inscription
around: prototype — CAESAR AVGVSTVS DIVI F. PATER PATRIAE. Circle
of the dots; Rev. Gaius and Lucius Caesars, standing front, each with a hand
resting on a round shield. Spears behind the shields. Simpulum and lituus
above the shields. Distorted Latin inscription around: prototype — C. L.
CAESARES AVGVSTI F. COS. DESIG. PRINC. IVVENT. Linear circle or
circle of the dots).

Russian savant K. Golenko did much to study imitations to aurei found on
the territory of Eastern Georgia. His opinion is as follows: 1. imitations to
aurei found in Georgia are struck locally. 7 samples out of 11 found in Georgia
are struck using the same die. It should be noted that in 1974 Jinvali
archaeological expedition unearthed gold coin of Emperor Valerian (253-260)
in burial Ne13 of Aragvispiri necropolis, Jinvali village. Description of the coin
— Obv. Draped bust of Valerian, laureted, right, inscription — IMP. C. P. LIC.
VALERIANVS AVG. Circle of the dots; Rev. Victoria in biga, right,
inscription: VICTORIA AVGG. Imitation to Valerian’s aureus of this very
type was found in the same burial (see description above). Discovery of
original and its copy in the same burial is another strong argument to support
idea about Iberian origin of the imitations to aurei. Next question is, who
struck these coins. 2. The most prominent contribution of Golenko in the
study of the imitations is that he found the prototype for each sample
discovered in Georgia, revealed their hybrid nature in many cases, and
offered chronology of these issues — 250/260-285.

Money circulation was extensive in Kartli even in the 4®* c. Mtskheta-
Aghaiani show only two solids of the 4 c. (Constantine I (306-337), mint of
Nicomedia, and Constantius IT (337-361), mint of Antioch), and a silver coin
(Valens (364-378), mint of Antioch). Also, 1. gold coin of Constantius I (293-
306) was found in Akhalkalaki region, and 2. copper coin of Constantius II,
struck at Constantinople was found in 1963 in Tbilisi, near Lisi lake. Imitation

to Numerian’s (283-284) aureus was found alongside the solid of Constantine
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I on Aghaiani necropolis.

The midst of the 1% c. is final stage of issue of Georgian imitations to
Alexander and Lysimachus’ type staters. After a gap of two centuries, Iberia
renewed emission of different imitations. Chronology of existence of this
phenomenon, according to the burials, specific prototypes and other general
moments, must be the second half of the 3 c. in general.

A severe Imperial crisis of the 3% c. limited supply of Iberia with
Imperial coins. Even if it did not, Iberia would have bartered the Roman
money no more. Socio-economic transformation of East Georgia towards
Feudalism needed a supply different than money. The country’s stocks of
precious metal could be exhausted to support the general idea — the
strengthening in number of the upper classes meant a gradual conversion of
some yeomanry from farmers to high-level administrators. Food-shortage
could happen, and a large-scale food supply was, perhaps, necessary. Industry
suffered also as some of the artisans had to earn living doing agricultural jobs.
The amount of industrial goods per capita was quickly diminishing, thus
creating a demand for small-scale local debased issues with the king as the

only potential power to strike these coins.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal The weights range approx. from 2,87 gr. to 3,55 gr.

Date Secon half of the 37 c. A.D.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 11 samples, GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.) NeNe9155-9157,
GF. Ne 9339, GF. N°9340, GF. Ne12179, GF. Ne12181, GF. Ne 12215, GF. Ne
14592, GF. Ne 14595, GF. Ne14596.
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Imported coins

found in Georgia

Money circulation in Kartli/Iberia in the 1%-4% cc. A.D.

Influx of the Roman and Parthian coins of this period in Iberia is impressive.
We take coins which were unearthed on several archaeological sites in
Eastern Georgia as an example. Since they are found during archaeological
excavations and more or less are concentrated, their scientific value is very
high. This material gives us the full picture of money circulation on the
territory of Iberia. The sites are as follows: Mtskheta-Aghaiani-Nastakisi,
Zguderi (Kareli district), Ertso-Magraneti-Kushanaant Gora (Tianeti district)
and Jinvali (Dusheti district). The list of the 15-4" cc. coins found there is as

follows:

I. Mtskheta-Aghaiani-Nastakisi:

a) Roman coins:

1. Denarius of Augustus (27 B.C.-14 A.D.), struck in 2 B.C.-4 A.D. at
Lugdunum (?), Gaul — 158 samples.

2. Tiberius (14-37) — aureus struck at Lugdunum — 1 sample, denarii struck at
Lugdunum or at some other mint of Gaul — 3 samples, 4 in all.

3. Caligula (37-41) — Caesareian drachm of 37-38 — 1 sample.

4. Nero (54-68) — aureus struck at Rome in 64-68 — 6 samples.

5. Galba (68-69) — aureus struck at Rome — 1 sample.

6. Vitellius (69) — aureus struck at Rome — 1 sample.

7. Vespasian (69-79) — aurei struck in 77-78 at Rome (1) and Lugdunum (1) —
2 samples.

8. Titus (79-81) — aurei struck at Rome in 73, 76, under Vespasian, and in 80 —
4 samples.

9. Domitian (81-96) — aureus struck at Rome in 76, under Vespasian — 1
sample, and denarius of 77/78 — 3 samples, 4 in all.

10. Trajan (98-117) — aurei struck at Rome, one of them is struck in 106 — 2
samples, and denarii of 103-111, 98-117 and 112-117 — 3 samples, Caesareian
hemidrachm — 1 sample, 6 in all.

11. Hadrian (117-138) — aurei struck at Rome in 119-122, 125-128, 119-138
and 134-138 — 8 samples, and denarii of 125-128, 134-138, struck at Rome — 3
samples, 11 in all.

12. Antoninus Pius (138-161) — aurei struck at Rome in 149/150, 155/156 — 2
samples, and denarii, struck in 140-144, 155/156 — 2 samples, 4 in all.
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13. Faustina Senior, under Pius — aureus of 141, struck at Rome — 2 samples,
and denarius, struck after 141 — 1 sample, 3 in all.

14. Faustina Junior, under Pius — aureus struck at Rome — 1 sample, denarius —
2 samples, and denarius struck in 161-177 — 1 sample.

15. M. Aurelius (161-180), under Pius — aurei struck at Rome in 151/152,
156/157 — 2 samples.

16. Commodus (180-192) — aureus struck at Rome (?) — 1 sample.

17. Septimius Severus (193-211) — aureus of 201 struck at Rome — 2 samples,
Caesareian drachm — 1 sample, copper coin — 2 samples, 5 in all.

18. Gordian IIT (238-244) — aureus — 2 samples.

19. Philip Senior (244-249) — aureus — 1 sample.

20. Philip Junior (247-249) — aureus— 1 sample.

21. Trajan Decius (249-251) — aureus — 1 sample.

22. Valerian (253-260) — aureus — 1 sample.

23. Carinus (283-285) — copper coin — 1 sample.

24. Constantine I (306-337) — solidus, struck at Nicomedia — 1 sample.

25. Constantius II (337-361) — solidus, struck at Antioch — 1 sample.

26. Valens (364-378) — siliqua issued at Antioch — 1 sample.

b) Coins of the Parthian kingdom:
1. The so-called Gotarzes’ (40/1-51) drachm — 102 samples.
2. Drachm of Vologases I (51-77/8) — 2 samples.

c) Coins of the Bosporan kingdom:

1. Copper coin of Kotys I (45-62) — 1 sample.

d) Coins of the kingdom of Pontus:
1. Drachms of Polemon II (38-63) — 2 samples.

e) Sassanian coins:
1. Drachm of Shapur I (241-272) — 2 samples.

f) undefined coins:

1. Undefined coins dated back to the end of the 27 c.-first half of the 3 c.:
silver — 2 samples (one of them is struck at Caesarea), copper — 2 samples, 4 in
all.

It is notable that Georgian (Iberian) imitations to Roman coins are

found in Mtskheta-Aghaiani-Nastakisi alongside the foreign coins:
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1. 27 c. imitation to aureus — 1 sample.
2. Imitation to Philip Senior’s aureus — 2 samples.
3. Imitation to Hostilian’s (251) aureus — 1 sample.

4. Imitation to Numerian’s (283-284) aureus — 1 sample.

II. Zguderi:

a) Roman coins:

1. Augustus (27 B.C.-14 A.D.) — denarius struck in 2 B.C.-4 A.D. at Lugdunum
(7) — 32 samples.

2. Domitian (81-96), under Vespasian — aureus of 77/78, struck at Rome — 1
sample.

3. Antoninus Pius (138-161) — aureus of 150/151, struck at Rome — 1 sample.
4. Faustina Senior, under Pius — aureus struck at Rome after 141 — 1 sample,
and denarius struck at Rome after 141 — 1 sample.

5. M. Aurelius (161-180) and Commodus — aureus of 175/176, struck at Rome
— 1 sample.

6. Commodus (180-192) — aureus struck at Rome in 190 — 1 sample.

7. Caracalla and Geta, under Septimius Severus — aureus struck at Rome in
198/199 — 1 sample.

8. Caracalla, under Septimius Severus — aureus struck at Rome in 204 - 1
sample.

9. Elagabalus (218-222) — aureus struck at Rome in 218/219 — 1 sample, aureus
struck at Rome in 220-222 — 2 samples, and aureus struck in 218/219 at
Oriental mint — 3 samples, 6 in all.

10. Severus Alexander (225-235) — aurei struck at Rome in 226 and 228 — 2
samples.

11. Gordian IIT (238-244) — aureus of 240, struck at Rome — 1 sample.

b) Coins of the Parthian kingdom:
1. The so-called Gotarzes’ (40/1-51) drachm, Ecbatana mint — 12 samples.

III. Ertso, Magraneti, Kushanaant Gora:

a) Roman coins:

1. Augustus (27 B.C.-14 A.D.) — denarius struck in 2 B.C.-4 A.D. at Lugdunum
— 12 samples.

2. Severus Alexander (222-235) — aureus struck at Rome in 225 — 1 sample.

3. Gordian III (238-244) — aureus — 2 samples.
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4. Carus (282-283) — aureus struck at Antioch — 1 sample.
5. Diocletian (284-305) — aureus — 1 sample.

b) Coins of the Parthian kingdom:
1. The so-called Gotarzes’(40/1-51) drachm — 14 samples.

Also found here:
1. Georgian imitation to Alexander’s type staters — 1 sample.
2. Imitation to Commodus’ aureus— 1 sample.

3. Imitation to Philip Senior’s aureus — 1 sample.

IV. Jinvali:

a) Roman coins:

1. Augustus (27 B.C.-14 A.D.) — denarius struck in 2 B.C.-4 A.D. in Lugdunum
(?) — 4 samples.

2. Julia Domna (193-217) — aureus struck at Rome in 198-209 — 1 sample.

3. Valerian (253-259) — aureus — 1 sample.

b) Coins of the Parthian kingdom:
1. The so-called Gotarzes’ (40/1-51) drachm — 4 samples.

Also found here:
1. Imitation to Augustus’ aureus — 1 sample.

2. Imitation to Valerian’s aureus — 1 sample.
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Group Georgian-Sassanian drachms

Type Coins with the depiction of fire on altar.
Gurgen’s drachms

Description, Silver. The weights range from 2,70gr. to 2,98 gr.
Picture
d=26/28-28/31mm.
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Obverse: Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd
Augustus). This is placed within onefold circle of the dots. Above two

Asomtavruli letters "f (or ligature¥, %) for the name Gurgen.

Reverse: Fire on altar protected by two guardians. Pehlevi inscription of date
and name of the mint are unreadable. Date 7 (i.e. 7 year of Ohrmazrd IV’s

reign) on one of the coins.

Scholarly

commentary

Drachms, struck according to the Sassanian monetary type, with
Georgian inscriptions and the depiction of cross, were already known in the
19% century. There is a special term for these coins in the scholarly literature:
Georgian-Sassanian coins, or the drachms of Kartli’s (East and South Georgia)
erismtavaris (princes). This is an important numismatic group for the studies
of the history of Early Feudalism in Georgia. For undestanding the genesis of
this coin group, it is important to analyze the then existing political situation.

Through the “Eternal Peace”, signed in 532, Byzantium acknowledged
Iranian right upon East Georgia. The kingship in Kartli was abolished. In the
course of the 6™ century there was a constant struggle for the independence
of Kartli. This was well reflected on the Georgian-Sassanian coins. As was
already mentioned, in this period the coins in Kartli were struck according to
the Sassanian type. On the obverse there is always depicted a bust of an
Iranian shah, whereas on the reverse — the emblem of Sassanian fire-
worshippers, holy fire — arar — protected by two armed guardians. To this
standard depiction, rebellious Georgians added above the shah’s shoulder
cross which served as a symbol of Christianity and of Georgian nationalism.
This was an act of great importance. Sometimes, above ruler’s depiction on
the edge of the coins we encounter Georgian letters or monograms giving
information about the names of Georgian erismtavaris. Moreover, the

Georgians replaced the fire on the altar with cross, symbol of Christianity,
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and thereby got rid of the Iranian emblem. Erismtavari Stephanos placed fully
his name in the centre of the coin, next to ruler’s depiction. Here are
described the details (both beginning and the end) of the struggle between
the Georgians and the Iranians.

Before reviewing Gurgen’s drachms it is necessary to analyze the coins
struck in the name of Stephanos. They are the latest of the Georgian-
Sassanian drachms. The exact attribution and chronological classification of
Stephanos’ coins is a key for dating the whole coin group.

Before starting the description of the numismatic material, it is
important to note the works of previous scholars, in particular, I
Bartholomei, concerning the studies of Georgian-Sassanian drachms. He was
the first scholar to note that Georgian-Sassanian coins are the imitations of
Ohrmazd IV’s (579-590) drachms.Thereby, he created a solid base for
defining the date of these coins.

The coins struck in the name of Stephanos are divided into two
emissions.

The unique coin of the Berlin Museum belongs to the first emission.
However, the exact place of finding of the coin is unknown (Obverse:
Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd

Augustus). This is placed within onefold circle of the dots. Four Georgian
letters (Asomtavruli) on the edge of the coin — LPRL (=Stephanos), with four

crescents on the sides; Reverse: Cross on altar protected by two guardians.
Date and name of the mint are unreadable, all placed within twofold circle of
the dots.).

There has never been any doubt in the above-given coin’s attribution:
it was unanimously attributed to the Kartli’s erismtavari Stephanos I (600-619
according to Vakhushti’s chronology).

Evg. Pakhomov too attributed this unique coin to Stephanos I
(however, differing from Bartholomei, he thought that the coins with full
Georgian inscription were struck by Stephanos II) and regarded the following
charecteristics very peculiar to it: 1. Pehlevi inscription next to the shah’s
bust (his conclusion: the depiction on the coin is that of the shah, and not of
the Kartli’s erismtavari); 2. the name of erismtavari is placed not in the
central part, but on the edge (according to Pakhomov, this fact tells that the
coin was struck not by an independent ruler, but by shah’s vassal); 3. onefold
circle is depicted on the obverse; 4. on the reverse — twofold circle; 5.
distorted Pehlevi legends are placed on the reverse.

Considering these characteristics, Pakhomov compared the coin to
Ohrmazd IV’s and Khosrau II's (590/1-628) original drachms, thereby trying
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to establish a chronological frame for Stephanos’ coin.

According to Pakhomov, the Georgian master took as a prototype
Ohrmazd IV’s drachm. This is substantiated by the inscription, the king’s
bust, and onefold circle on the obverse of the coin. However, twofold circle
on the reverse of the coin is borrowed from Khusrau II’s coins (Ohrmazd IV
struck coin with onefold circle). Still, there is a counter-argument: on the
drachms of Khusrau II there is depicted not twofold but threefold circle.
Nevertheless, we cannot attach much importance to this fact. A master who
struck the coins could have easily mistaken the number of the circles.

Thus, concludes Pakhomov, the emission of the unique coin from the
Berlin Museum could have taken place only when: 1. Kartli was Iran’s vassal
country; 2. within the Georgian monetary circulation there were mainly
Ohrmazd IV’s coins, whereas Khusrau II's coins were just entering into
circulation (to the latter supposition attests an additional circle on the coin’s
reverse).

This is Pakhomov’s opinion.

In his conception, there are several important observations, which
should be accepted. One of these observations is about defining the prototype
of the additional circle on the reverse of the unique coin from the Berlin
Museum.

To establish the chronology for the I emission struck in the name of
Stephanos, first, it is important to compare Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s
coins, struck in the first two years of his reign.They are undoubtedly
identical. The difference is in the number of circles: the depictions of
Ohrmazd IV’s coins both on the obverse and the reverse are placed within a
circle, whereas on the obverse of Khusrau II’s coin there is a twofold circle,
on the reverse — a threefold one.

Now we will compare the above-described coins to Stephanos’ drachm
with an incomplete Georgian inscription. According to the type of the crown,
it is completely analogous with Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II's coins. Also,
through the circle depicted on the obverse, Stephanos’ coin imitates Ohrmazd
IV’s coin type, whereas on the reverse there is a novelty: a twofold circle. We
agree with Pakhomov’s proposition, according to which, the emission of these
coins should have taken place at the time when in Kartli there were Ohrmazd
IV’s coins, and Khusrau II's drachms were only entering into circulation. This
explains where a master could have taken an additional circle from. Thus,
these coins should have been struck after Ohrmazd IV, but in the first years
of Khusrau II's reign. If we take into account the fact that each new type of

original Sassanian coins needed a certain period of time to reach Georgia and
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enter into circulation, the timing for the emission of this coin is probably
around 593, and not later than 595.

The above-given numismatic excursus makes it necessary to review
Vakhushti’s chronology (according to which Stephanos I was Kartli’s
erismtavari in 600-619).

Stephanos’ 11 pieces of the second emission (Obv. Shah/ruler to the
right. Instead of Pehlevi, Georgian inscription (Asomtavruli) — LETIP/CRQL

(Stephanos) to the left and the right. Twofold circle around it. Rev. Cross on
altar, protected by two guardians. No Pehlevi inscription. Threefold circle
around it) are held in several museums across the world (Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia — 3, Berlin Museum — 4, Hermitage — 2, Moscow State
Historical Museum — 1, British Musem — 1). In addition, there are 10 coins
mentioned in the scholarly literature. Some of them are the pieces from the
above museums’ collections. All the coins are without information about
exact place of finding. Also, during the archaeological excavations led by R.
Ramishvili, one more coin was found in the place Nedzikhi, Aragvi gorge.

As was already said, there was no doubt about the attribution of the
unique coin from the Berlin Museum, however, quite opposite happened after
Stephanos’ drachms with full Georgian inscription had been published. Some
scholars attributed them to Stephanos I, others — to Stephanos II (639-663).

What is our opinion regarding the coins struck in name of Stephanos?
We attribute both emissions to Stephanos I and date them by 593/595-600 (?).
The arguments about the I emission are given above. As to Stephanos’ money
with full Georgian inscriptions — had they been struck by Stephanos II, there
would have been placed the same crown as on Khusrau II’s coins after the
first two years of his reign. Indeed, during his reign Khusrau II mainly issued
two types of coins. The first coin type, dated by the first two years of his
reign, by the depiction of shah and his crown (also by other features), is
absolutely identical with Ohrmazd IV’s drachms. The only novelty Khusrau
IT introduced into his early coins was a twofold circle on the obverse, and a
threefold circle on the reverse. Stephanos’ coins with full Georgian
inscription are the imitations of the above drachms. In following years,
Khusrau II completely changed his coin type. For example, crown and
bearded bust of the shah diametrically differed from the depiction on
Khusrau II's earlier drachms. If the emission with full Georgian inscription
indeed belonged to Stephanos II, most probably he would have taken as a
prototype for his coins not the drachms struck nearly 50 years ago, but
Khusrau II’s coins issued in the 20s of the 7™ century.

As we have said above, the coins struck in name of Stephanos are of
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the latest period among the Georgian-Sassanian drachms. Among them, the
first, probably, are Gurgen’s coins. There are six coins (3 — Berlin Museum, 1
— Hermitage, 2 — Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) known in the scholarly
literature and struck in name of Gurgen. The drachms struck in the name of
Gurgen are the imitations of Ohrmazd IV’s coins. The only difference is the

two Georgian asomtavruli letters (or monogram) on the obverse, above the
shah’s depiction: "l (or their ligature), i.e. Gurgen. On the reverse there is a

distorted date which looks like a figure 7 (i.e. the seventh year of Ohrmazd
IV’s reign, 579+7= 586). Nevertheless, it does not mean that Gurgen’s coin
was struck exactly in the 7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign (it means that the
drachm of Kartli’s erismtavari was struck according to the coin dated by the
7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign). However, it clearly shows that issue of the
coins could not have taken place earlier than 586.

To Gurgen should also belong other rare coins (Berlin Museum — 1,

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1) with Georgian monogram, which can
be divided into two or three Asomtavruli figures: "lR and "hR"l. In the first

case the monogram is deciphered as Gurgen, in the second — as Vakhtang.
Since later Georgian coins, namely, Vakhtang III's drachms, dated by
1298/99, 1299/1300, have similar (but not the same) monogram, Pakhomov
suggested that on the above-given coins there is Vakhtang’s name.

Having closely compared palaeographically this monogram with the
inscription on the money struck in the name of Gurgen, it is clear, these are

undoubtedly identical through their graphics and content. On the coin in
question ", and k are simply linked to each other. If not this, it would be

difficult to place another unknown erismtavari — Vakhtang (below we will
see that, according to numismatic material, between Gurgen and Stephanos
there is unknown, according to the written sources, erismtavari Juansher)
between Gurgen and Stephanos.

Who is the above Gurgen?

In the Georgian historical literature Gurgen is identified with Guaram
mentioned in the Georgian written sources. According to Vakhushti (18* c.
Georgian historian), he ruled the country in 575-600.

But the Georgian written sources are of late period. In the parallel
foreign sources there is mentioned not Guaram, but — Gurgen. In 571 in Kartli
a rebellion broke out against the Persians. According to Theophanes of
Byzantium (6 c. historian), the mutiny was led by Gorgen (Gurgen).

Thus, by 571 Gurgen is already seen as a fully-fledged leader, whereas,

according to the coinage, he is erismtavari of Kartli at least from 586.
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Most probably, it is only Gurgen who is a real historical figure.

How should Gurgen’s coin be dated? The answer to this question was
already partially given. The coins should have been struck after 586, but not
later 590. Now a bit more about it.

In the 70-80s of the 7 century the process political integration was
underway in Kartli. In charge of this process is a notable figure Gurgen. It was
him who managed to issue emissions. This first attempt, seemingly, was
covered: Georgian coin was an exact copy of a Sassanian one. Only two
Georgian letters or a monogram represented an act of independence.These
letters even might not have been noticed by the Persians unable to read
Georgian. Also the area for their circulation was not large. Nevertheless,
emission of the coins was an important political act. This became possible
only due to the political situation created during the last 20 years.

In 589 the Byzantines defeated the Persians near Nisibis. Apart from
that, there was a rebellion of famous general Bahram Chobin against
Ohrmazd IV. On February 6% 590 the shah was destituted and blinded.On
February 15" 590 the next shah becomes Ohrmazd IV’s son Khusrau II, but
for a short time. Soon afterwards he fled to Byzantium and sought help from
the Byzantine Emperor in order to return the Sassanian throne.

In our opinion, Gurgen should have struck his coins at the end of 589-
the spring of 590.

To this period should also belong a unique coin struck in the name of
Kartli’'s erismtavari Jonber, or Juansher, who is otherwise unknown.The
above coin is identical to Gurgen’s money, except for one detail: the letters

above the depiction of the shah are replaced with two Asomtavruli figures:
XQ.

There are several versions of deciphering XQ(“Javakheti” — name of

the province, “jvaro” — cross in Georgian). However, we think, the letters
should be identified with Jonber-Juansher.

Thus, Jonber/Juansher is an unknown erismtavari according to the
written sources, who entered the historical stage for a short period of time
(one year or several months, which attests to the coin’s uniqueness).

The distorted date (and other details) on Jonber/Juansher’s coin attests
that this coin is an imitation of Gurgen’s drachm and not of the original
Sassanian coin. The emission should be dated by 590-591.

Khusrau II in either 590 or 591 with the help of the Emperor Maurice
marched against a “tyrant” Bahram Chobin and returned the throne in the
beginning of 591.

In spring of 591 a treaty was ratified between Byzantium and Iran.
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Khusrau II had to concede on many issues to the Byzantines’ benefit. Thus,
Khusrau II gave up hegemony over the large part of Armenia and Kartli too.
Apart from that, Khusrau II allowed the Christians on the territory of Iran to
build the churches. Moreover, Christianity during Khusrau II's reign acquired
so many privileges that it even challenged Zoroastrianism within Iran itself.

The peace between the empires lasted for ten years.

In 591-593 should have been struck two types of anonymous series of
Georgian-Sassanian coins: first — coins with the depiction of cross on the
obverse; second — coins with the depiction of cross on altar.

There are five coins per type which are existent (held in the Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia, and the Hermitage, 4+3; 1+2, respectively). One
more coin with the depiction of cross on altar was discovered in a large hoard
during the archaeological excavations on the territory of the ancient Babylon
in 1900.

The placing of cross on the Sassanian type coins was a revolutionary
act, and, most probably, meant more than just putting Georgian letters next to
the shah’s depiction (?). By this action Kartli overtly announced its national
interests. Moreover, Kartli’s radical erismtavari got rid of the holy fire —
emblem of Zoroastrianism — on the coin and demostratively replaced it with a
Christian emblem —cross. This could have happened only after Kartli was put
into the sphere of Byzantine hegemony, i.e. in 591 and afterwards.

If we remember the composition of the reverse of Stephanos’ coin —
cross on altar depicted in the same way as on one of the types of the
anonymous drachms — then a question arises about the attribution of the
anonymous coins with cross to Stephanos. In any case, anonymous coins with
the depiction of cross on altar only could have been struck by Stephanos (7).
This is attested by the common type of the reverses of the coins (cross on
altar).

Probably, the following happened: Stephanos, in the first phase of the
changement of the political conjuncture, just tried to test the overall
situation. On his coin, together with the shah’s depiction, he placed small
cross. This, most probably, should have happened in the first phase of the
peace agreement between Iran and Byzantium. Then he should have struck
anonymous coins with the depiction of cross on altar, and the drachms with
the Georgian legend.

The alternative variant for the coin group’s classification is as follows:

1. personification of ruler and cross; 2. cross on both sides; 3. cross on altar; 4.

Gurgen’s name in ligature —:ff,T:; 5. the same but in abbreviation — "lf; 6.

emission with Asomtavruli letters — XQ (=Juansher); 7. the hybrid of
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Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s earlier coins. Cross on altar and legend—-ULPRU
(=Stephanos); 8. local realization of Khusrau Parvéz’s earlier drachms. Cross
on altar and legend — LRTIP/CRQL. The possible terminus post quem non for
this group is 586. The upper limit is much more defined —592.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Drachm. 2,70gr.-2,98 gr.

Date 589-590, or 588-589(?).

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 3, QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°Ne1708-
1709, QF.Ne 4058; Berlin Museum — 4; Hermitage — 1 (place of finding is

unknown).
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Group

Georgian-Sassanian drachms

Type

Coins with the depiction of fire on altar.

Jonber//Juansher’s drachms

Depiction, picture

Silver. Weight — 2,73 gr.

d=24/25 mm.

Obverse: Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd
Augustus). This is placed within onefold circle of the dots. Above two

Asomtavruli letters XQ for the name Jonber//Juansher.

Reverse: Fire on altar protected by two guardians. Pehlevi inscription of date

and name of the mint are unreadable.

Scholarly

commentary

Drachms, struck according to the Sassanian monetary type, with
Georgian inscriptions and the depiction of cross, were already known in the
19% century. There is a special term for these coins in the scholarly literature:
Georgian-Sassanian coins, or the drachms of Kartli’s (East and South Georgia)
erismtavaris (princes). This is an important numismatic group for the studies
of the history of Early Feudalism in Georgia. For undestanding the genesis of
this coin group, it is important to analyze the then existing political situation.

Through the “Eternal Peace”, signed in 532, Byzantium acknowledged
Iranian right upon East Georgia. The kingship in Kartli was abolished. In the
course of the 6™ century there was a constant struggle for the independence
of Kartli. This was well reflected on the Georgian-Sassanian coins. As was
already mentioned, in this period the coins in Kartli were struck according to
the Sassanian type. On the obverse there is always depicted a bust of an

Iranian shah, whereas on the reverse — the emblem of Sassanian fire-
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worshippers, holy fire — arar — protected by two armed guardians. To this
standard depiction, rebellious Georgians added above the shah’s shoulder
cross which served as a symbol of Christianity and of Georgian nationalism.
This was an act of great importance. Sometimes, above ruler’s depiction on
the edge of the coins we encounter Georgian letters or monograms giving
information about the names of Georgian erismtavaris. Moreover, the
Georgians replaced the fire on the altar with cross, symbol of Christianity,
and thereby got rid of the Iranian emblem. Erismtavari Stephanos placed fully
his name in the centre of the coin, next to ruler’s depiction. Here are
described the details (both beginning and the end) of the struggle between
the Georgians and the Iranians.

Before reviewing Juansher’s drachms it is necessary to analyze the
coins struck in the name of Stephanos and Gurgen. The coins struck in the
name of Stephanos are the latest of the Georgian-Sassanian drachms. The
exact attribution and chronological classification of Stephanos’ coins is a key
for dating the whole coin group. Gurgen’s drachms establish terminus post
guem for this coin.

Before starting the description of the numismatic material, it is
important to note the works of previous scholars, in particular, I.
Bartholomei, concerning the studies of Georgian-Sassanian drachms. He was
the first scholar to note that Georgian-Sassanian coins are the imitations of
Ohrmazd IV’s (579-590) drachms. Thereby, he created a solid base for
defining the date of these coins.

The coins struck in the name of Stephanos are divided into two
emissions.

The unique coin of the Berlin Museum belongs to the first emission.
However, the exact place of finding of the coin is unknown (Obverse:
Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd

Augustus). This is placed within onefold circle of the dots. Four Georgian
letters (Asomtavruli) on the edge of the coin — LPRL (=Stephanos), with four

crescents on the sides; Reverse: Cross on altar protected by two guardians.
Date and name of the mint are unreadable, all placed within twofold circle of
the dots.).

There has never been any doubt in the above-given coin’s attribution:
it was unanimously attributed to the Kartli’s erismtavari Stephanos I (600-619
according to Vakhushti’s chronology).

Evg. Pakhomov too attributed this unique coin to Stephanos I
(however, differing from Bartholomei, he thought that the coins with full

Georgian inscription were struck by Stephanos II) and regarded the following
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charecteristics very peculiar to it: 1. Pehlevi inscription next to the shah’s
bust (his conclusion: the depiction on the coin is that of the shah, and not of
the Kartli’s erismtavari); 2. the name of erismtavari is placed not in the
central part, but on the edge (according to Pakhomov, this fact tells that the
coin was struck not by an independent ruler, but by shah’s vassal); 3. onefold
circle is depicted on the obverse; 4. on the reverse — twofold circle; 5.
distorted Pehlevi legends are placed on the reverse.

Considering these characteristics, Pakhomov compared the coin to
Ohrmazd IV’s and Khosrau II's (590/1-628) original drachms, thereby trying
to establish a chronological frame for Stephanos’ coin.

According to Pakhomov, the Georgian master took as a prototype
Ohrmazd IV’s drachm. This is substantiatedby the inscription, the king’s bust,
and onefold circle on the obverse of the coin. However, twofold circle on the
reverse of the coin is borrowed from Khusrau II’s coins (Ohrmazd IV struck
coin with onefold circle). Still, there is a counter-argument: on the drachms
of Khusrau II there is depicted not twofold but threefold circle. Nevertheless,
we cannot attach much importance to this fact. A master who struck the
coins could have easily mistaken the number of the circles.

Thus, concludes Pakhomov, the emission of the unique coin from the
Berlin Museum could have taken place only when: 1. Kartli was Iran’s vassal
country; 2. within the Georgian monetary circulation there were mainly
Ohrmazd IV’s coins, whereas Khusrau II's coins were just entering into
circulation (to the latter supposition attests an additional circle on the coin’s
reverse).

This is Pakhomov’s opinion.

In his conception, there are several important observations, which
should be accepted. One of these observations is about defining the prototype
of the additional circle on the reverse of the unique coin from the Berlin
Museum.

To establish the chronology for the I emission struck in the name of
Stephanos, first, it is important to compare Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s
coins, struck in the first two years of his reign.They are undoubtedly
identical. The difference is in the number of circles: the depictions of
Ohrmazd IV’s coins both on the obverse and the reverse are placed within a
circle, whereas on the obverse of Khusrau II's coin there is a twofold circle,
on the reverse — a threefold one.

Now we will compare the above-described coins to Stephanos’ drachm
with an incomplete Georgian inscription. According to the type of the crown,

it is completely analogous with Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s coins. Also,
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through the circle depicted on the obverse, Stephanos’ coin imitates Ohrmazd
IV’s coin type, whereas on the reverse there is a novelty: a twofold circle. We
agree with Pakhomov’s proposition, according to which, the emission of these
coins should have taken place at the time when in Kartli there were Ohrmazd
IV’s coins, and Khusrau II's drachms were only entering into circulation. This
explains where a master could have taken an additional circle from. Thus,
these coins should have been struck after Ohrmazd IV, but in the first years
of Khusrau IT’s reign. If we take into account the fact that each new type of
original Sassanian coins needed a certain period of time to reach Georgia and
enter into circulation, the timing for the emission of this coin is probably
around 593, and not later than 595.

The above-given numismatic excursus makes it necessary to review
Vakhushti’s chronology (according to which Stephanos I was Kartli’s
erismtavari in 600-619).

Stephanos’ 11 pieces of the second emission (Obv. Shah/ruler to the
right. Instead of Pehlevi, Georgian inscription (Asomtavruli) — LERIP/CRQL

(Stephanos) to the left and the right. Twofold circle around it. Rev. Cross on
altar, protected by two guardians. No Pehlevi inscription. Threefold circle
around it) are held in several museums across the world (Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia — 3, Berlin Museum — 4, Hermitage — 2, Moscow State
Historical Museum — 1, British Musem — 1). In addition, there are 10 coins
mentioned in the scholarly literature. Some of them are the pieces from the
above museums’ collections. All the coins are without information about
exact place of finding. Also, during the archaeological excavations led by R.
Ramishvili, one more coin was found in the place Nedzikhi, Aragvi gorge.

As was already said, there was no doubt about the attribution of the
unique coin from the Berlin Museum, however, quite opposite happened after
Stephanos’ drachms with full Georgian inscription had been published. Some
scholars attributed them to Stephanos I, others — to Stephanos II (639-663).

What is our opinion regarding the coins struck in name of Stephanos?
We attribute both emissions to Stephanos I and date them by 593/595-600 (?).
The arguments about the I emission are given above. As to Stephanos’ money
with full Georgian inscriptions — had they been struck by Stephanos II, there
would have been placed the same crown as on Khusrau II’s coins after the
first two years of his reign.Indeed, during his reign Khusrau II mainly issued
two types of coins.The first coin type, dated by the first two years of his reign,
by the depiction of shah and his crown (also by other features), is absolutely
identical with Ohrmazd IV’s drachms.The only novelty Khusrau II

introduced into his early coins was a twofold circle on the obverse, and a
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threefold circle on the reverse. Stephanos’ coins with full Georgian
inscription are the imitations of the above drachms. In following years,
Khusrau II completely changed his coin type. For example, crown and
bearded bust of the shah diametrically differed from the depiction on
Khusrau IT’s earlier drachms. If the emission with full Georgian inscription
indeed belonged to Stephanos II, most probably he would have taken as a
prototype for his coins not the drachms struck nearly 50 years ago, but
Khusrau II’s coins issued in the 20s of the 7™ century.

As we have said above, the coins struck in name of Stephanos are of
the latest period among the Georgian-Sassanian drachms. Among them, the
first, probably, are Gurgen’s coins. There are six coins (3 — Berlin Museum, 1
— Hermitage, 2 — Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) known in the scholarly
literature and struck in name of Gurgen. The drachms struck in the name of
Gurgen are the imitations of Ohrmazd IV’s coins. The only difference is the

two Georgian asomtavruli letters (or monogram) on the obverse, above the
shah’s depiction: "lf (or their ligature), i.e. Gurgen. On the reverse there is a

distorted date which looks like a figure 7 (i.e. the seventh year of Ohrmazd
IV’s reign, 579+7= 586). Nevertheless, it does not mean that Gurgen’s coin
was struck exactly in the 7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign (it means that the
drachm of Kartli’s erismtavari was struck according to the coin dated by the
7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign). However, it clearly shows that issue of the
coins could not have taken place earlier than 586.

To Gurgen should also belong other rare coins (Berlin Museum — 1,

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1) with Georgian monogram, which can
be divided into two or three Asomtavruli figures: "|R and "bR"l. In the first

case the monogram is deciphered as Gurgen, in the second — as Vakhtang.
Since later Georgian coins, namely, Vakhtang III's drachms, dated by
1298/99, 1299/1300, have similar (but not the same) monogram, Pakhomov
suggested that on the above-given coins there is Vakhtang’s name.

Having closely compared palaeographically this monogram with the
inscription on the money struck in the name of Gurgen, it is clear, these are

undoubtedly identical through their graphics and content. On the coin in
question "l and Rare simply linked to each other. If not this, it would be

difficult to place another unknown erismtavari — Vakhtang (below we will
see that, according to numismatic material, between Gurgen and Stephanos
there is unknown, according to the written sources, erismtavari Juansher)
between Gurgen and Stephanos.

Who is the above Gurgen?
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In the Georgian historical literature Gurgen is identified with Guaram
mentioned in the Georgian written sources. According to Vakhushti he ruled
the country in 575-600.

But the Georgian written sources are of late period. In the parallel
foreign sources there is mentioned not Guaram, but Gurgen.

Most probably, it is only Gurgen who is a real historical figure.

In our opinion, Gurgen should have struck his coins at the end of 589-
the spring of 590, when there were troubles in Iran.

To this period should also belong a unique coin struck in the name of
Kartli’'s erismtavari Jonber, or Juansher, who is otherwise unknown.The
above coin is identical to Gurgen’s money, except for one detail: the letters

above the depiction of the shah are replaced with two Asomtavruli figures:

XQ.
First this coin was published by Mikheil Baratashvili who attributed it
to king Juansher (718-786). 1. Bartholomei, on the contrary, deciphered XQ as

Javakheti (name of the province). V. Langlois in his first monograph about
the Georgian numismatics published in 1852 held Baratashvili’s view
regarding the meaning of the legend.

In 1858 Bartholomei suggested to read XQ as “jvaro” (cross in
Georgian).

M. Brosset was against such an interpretation because the letters were

placed close to the depiction of king and could not be related to anything but

to the ruler (king, erismtavari).
In our opinion, the reading of XQ should be related Jonber-Juansher.

Although we do not possess other examples of identical combination of
letters, other arguments make the proposed theory viable.

As Brosset argued, the letters placed on top of the depiction of king
could not be related to anything but to the name of ruler. Are not the letters

placed in the same place on Gurgen’s coins related to erismtavari’s name?
Why then should we put any other meaning into XQ?!

It is poorly argumented to read the letters as “jvaro” (god’s cross) or as
Javakheti. There is no depiction of cross, which makes this proposition
untenable. As to “Javakheti”, there is no example from the Georgian
numismatics when a mint was called by the whole province on a coin’s
obverse.

Thus, Jonber//Juansher is an unknown erismtavari according to the
written sources, who entered the historical stage for a short period of time

(one year or several months, which attests to the coin’s uniqueness).
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The distorted date (and other details) on Jonber//Juansher’s coin attests
that this coin is an imitation of Gurgen’s drachm and not of the original
Sassanian coin. The emission should be dated by 590-591.

Khusrau II in either 590 or 591 with the help of the Emperor Maurice
marched against a “tyrant” Bahram Chobin and returned the throne in the
beginning of 591.

In spring of 591 a treaty was ratified between Byzantium and Iran.
Khusrau II had to concede on many issues to the Byzantines’ benefit. Thus,
Khusrau II gave up hegemony over the large part of Armenia and Kartli too.
Apart from that, Khusrau II allowed the Christians on the territory of Iran to
build the churches. Moreover, Christianity during Khusrau II's reign acquired
so many privileges that it even challenged Zoroastrianism within Iran itself.

The peace between the empires lasted for ten years.

In 591-593 should have been struck two types of anonymous series of
Georgian-Sassanian coins: first — coins with the depiction of cross on the
obverse; second — coins with the depiction of cross on altar.

There are five coins per type which are existent (held in the Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia, and the Hermitage, 4+3; 1+2, respectively). One
more coin with the depiction of cross on altar was discovered in a large hoard
during the archaeological excavations on the territory of the ancient Babylon
in 1900.

The placing of cross on the Sassanian type coins was a revolutionary
act, and, most probably, meant more than just putting Georgian letters next to
the shah’s depiction (?). By this action Kartli overtly announced its national
interests. Moreover, Kartli’s radical erismtavari got rid of the holy fire —
emblem of Zoroastrianism — on the coin and demostratively replaced it with a
Christian emblem —cross. This could have happened only after Kartli was put
into the sphere of Byzantine hegemony, i.e. in 591 and afterwards.

If we remember the composition of the reverse of Stephanos’ coin —
cross on altar depicted in the same way as on one of the types of the
anonymous drachms — then a question arises about the attribution of the
anonymous coins with cross to Stephanos. In any case, anonymous coins with
the depiction of cross on altar only could have been struck by Stephanos (7).
This is attested by the common type of the reverses of the coins (cross on
altar).

Probably, the following happened: Stephanos, in the first phase of the
changement of the political conjuncture, just tried to test the overall
situation. On his coin, together with the shah’s depiction, he placed small

cross. This, most probably, should have happened in the first phase of the
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peace agreement between Iran and Byzantium. Then he should have struck
anonymous coins with the depiction of cross on altar, and the drachms with
the Georgian legend.

The alternative variant for the coin group’s classification is as follows: 1.

personification of ruler and cross; 2. cross on both sides; 3. cross on altar; 4.

Gurgen’s name in ligature —:“f,T:; 5. the same but in abbreviation — "lf; 6.
emission with Asomtavruli letters — XQ (=Juansher); 7. the hybrid of

Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s earlier coins. Cross onaltar and legend — LPRU
(=Stephanos); 8. local realization of Khusrau Parvéz’s earlier drachms. Cross
on altar and legend — LRTIP/CRQL. The possible terminus post quem non for
this group is 586. The upper limit is much more defined —592.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Drachm (2,73 gr.).

Date 590-591.

Collection Berlin Museum — 1 (without the exact place of finding).
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Group Georgian-Sassanian drachms

Type Anonymous coins with the depiction of cross on the obverse
Description, Silver. The weights range from 2,92 gr. to 3,83 gr.
picture

d=30-31/34 d0.

Obverse: Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd
Augustus), in front of the figure. Cross behind the figure. This is placed

within onefold circle of the dots.
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Reverse: Fire on altar protected by two guardians. Pehlevi inscription of date

and name of the mint are unreadable.

Scholarly

commentary

Drachms, struck according to the Sassanian monetary type, with
Georgian inscriptions and the depiction of cross, were already known in the
19% century. There is a special term for these coins in the scholarly literature:
Georgian-Sassanian coins, or the drachms of Kartli’s (East and South Georgia)
erismtavaris (princes). This is an important numismatic group for the studies
of the history of Early Feudalism in Georgia. For undestanding the genesis of
this coin group, it is important to analyze the then existing political situation.

Through the “Eternal Peace”, signed in 532, Byzantium acknowledged
Iranian right upon East Georgia. The kingship in Kartli was abolished. In the
course of the 6™ century there was a constant struggle for the independence
of Kartli. This was well reflected on the Georgian-Sassanian coins. As was
already mentioned, in this period the coins in Kartli were struck according to
the Sassanian type. On the obverse there is always depicted a bust of an
Iranian shah, whereas on the reverse — the emblem of Sassanian fire-
worshippers, holy fire — arar — protected by two armed guardians. To this
standard depiction, rebellious Georgians added above the shah’s shoulder
cross which served as a symbol of Christianity and of Georgian nationalism.
This was an act of great importance. Sometimes, above ruler’s depiction on
the edge of the coins we encounter Georgian letters or monograms giving
information about the names of Georgian erismtavaris. Moreover, the
Georgians replaced the fire on the altar with cross, symbol of Christianity,
and thereby got rid of the Iranian emblem. Erismtavari Stephanos placed fully
his name in the centre of the coin, next to ruler’s depiction. Here are
described the details (both beginning and the end) of the struggle between
the Georgians and the Iranians.

Before discussing anonymous coins with the depiction of cross it is
important to review the drachms struck in the name of Stephanos, Gurgen
and Jonber/Juansher. Stephanos’ coins are the latest of the Georgian-Sassanian
drachms. The exact attribution and chronological classification of Stephanos’
coins is a key for dating the whole coin group. The drachms of Gurgen and
Jonber//Juansher establish the possible terminus post quem for the above
coins.

Before starting the description of the numismatic material, it is
important to note the works of previous scholars, in particular, I.
Bartholomei, concerning the studies of Georgian-Sassanian drachms. He was

the first scholar to note that Georgian-Sassanian coins are the imitations of
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Ohrmazd IV’s (579-590) drachms. Thereby, he created a solid base for
defining the date of these coins.

The coins struck in the name of Stephanos are divided into two
emissions.

The unique coin of the Berlin Museum belongs to the first emission.
However, the exact place of finding of the coin is unknown (Obverse:
Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd

Augustus). This is placed within onefold circle of the dots. Four Georgian
letters (Asomtavruli) on the edge of the coin — LPRL (=Stephanos), with four

crescents on the sides; Reverse: Cross on altar protected by two guardians.
Date and name of the mint are unreadable, all placed within twofold circle of
the dots).

There has never been any doubt in the above-given coin’s attribution:
it was unanimously attributed to the Kartli’s erismtavari Stephanos I (600-619
according to Vakhushti’s chronology).

Evg. Pakhomov too attributed this unique coin to Stephanos I
(however, differing from Bartholomei, he thought that the coins with full
Georgian inscription were struck by Stephanos II) and regarded the following
charecteristics very peculiar to it: 1. Pehlevi inscription next to the shah’s
bust (his conclusion: the depiction on the coin is that of the shah, and not of
the Kartli’s erismtavari); 2. the name of erismtavari is placed not in the
central part, but on the edge (according to Pakhomov, this fact tells that the
coin was struck not by an independent ruler, but by shah’s vassal); 3. onefold
circle is depicted on the obverse; 4. on the reverse — twofold circle; 5.
distorted Pehlevi legends are placed on the reverse.

Considering these characteristics, Pakhomov compared the coin to
Ohrmazd IV’s and Khosrau II's (590/1-628) original drachms, thereby trying
to establish a chronological frame for Stephanos’ coin.

According to Pakhomov, the Georgian master took as a prototype
Ohrmazd IV’s drachm. This is substantiated by the inscription, the king’s
bust, and onefold circle on the obverse of the coin. However, twofold circle
on the reverse of the coin is borrowed from Khusrau II’s coins (Ohrmazd IV
struck coin with onefold circle). Still, there is a counter-argument: on the
drachms of Khusrau II there is depicted not twofold but threefold circle.
Nevertheless, we cannot attach much importance to this fact. A master who
struck the coins could have easily mistaken the number of the circles.

Thus, concludes Pakhomov, the emission of the unique coin from the
Berlin Museum could have taken place only when: 1. Kartli was Iran’s vassal

country; 2. within the Georgian monetary circulation there were mainly
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Ohrmazd IV’s coins, whereas Khusrau II's coins were just entering into
circulation (to the latter supposition attests an additional circle on the coin’s
reverse).

This is Pakhomov’s opinion.

In his conception, there are several important observations, which
should be accepted. One of these observations is about defining the prototype
of the additional circle on the reverse of the unique coin from the Berlin
Museum.

To establish the chronology for the I emission struck in the name of
Stephanos, first, it is important to compare Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s
coins, struck in the first two years of his reign.They are undoubtedly
identical. The difference is in the number of circles: the depictions of
Ohrmazd IV’s coins both on the obverse and the reverse are placed within a
circle, whereas on the obverse of Khusrau II’s coin there is a twofold circle,
on the reverse — a threefold one.

Now we will compare the above-described coins to Stephanos’ drachm
with an incomplete Georgian inscription. According to the type of the crown,
it is completely analogous with Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s coins. Also,
through the circle depicted on the obverse, Stephanos’ coin imitates Ohrmazd
IV’s coin type, whereas on the reverse there is a novelty: a twofold circle. We
agree with Pakhomov’s proposition, according to which, the emission of these
coins should have taken place at the time when in Kartli there were Ohrmazd
IV’s coins, and Khusrau II's drachms were only entering into circulation. This
explains where a master could have taken an additional circle from. Thus,
these coins should have been struck after Ohrmazd IV, but in the first years
of Khusrau IT’s reign. If we take into account the fact that each new type of
original Sassanian coins needed a certain period of time to reach Georgia and
enter into circulation, the timing for the emission of this coin is probably
around 593, and not later than 595.

The above-given numismatic excursus makes it necessary to review
Vakhushti’s chronology (according to which Stephanos I was Kartli’s
erismtavari in 600-619).

Stephanos’ 11 pieces of the second emission (Obv. Shah/ruler to the
right. Instead of Pehlevi, Georgian inscription (Asomtavruli) — LERIP/CRQL

(Stephanos) to the left and the right. Twofold circle around it. Rev. Cross on
altar, protected by two guardians. No Pehlevi inscription. Threefold circle
around it) are held in several museums across the world (Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia — 3, Berlin Museum — 4, Hermitage — 2, Moscow State

Historical Museum — 1, British Musem — 1). In addition, there are 10 coins
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mentioned in the scholarly literature. Some of them are the pieces from the
above museums’ collections. All the coins are without information about
exact place of finding. Also, during the archaeological excavations led by R.
Ramishvili, one more coin was found in the place Nedzikhi, Aragvi gorge.

As was already said, there was no doubt about the attribution of the
unique coin from the Berlin Museum, however, quite opposite happened after
Stephanos’ drachms with full Georgian inscription had been published. Some
scholars attributed them to Stephanos I, others — to Stephanos II (639-663).

What is our opinion regarding the coins struck in name of Stephanos?
We attribute both emissions to Stephanos I and date them by 593/595-600 (?).
The arguments about the I emission are given above. As to Stephanos’ money
with full Georgian inscriptions — had they been struck by Stephanos II, there
would have been placed the same crown as on Khusrau II’s coins after the
first two years of his reign. Indeed, during his reign Khusrau II mainly issued
two types of coins. The first coin type, dated by the first two years of his
reign, by the depiction of shah and his crown (also by other features), is
absolutely identical with Ohrmazd IV’s drachms. The only novelty Khusrau
IT introduced into his early coins was a twofold circle on the obverse, and a
threefold circle on the reverse. Stephanos’ coins with full Georgian
inscription are the imitations of the above drachms. In following years,
Khusrau II completely changed his coin type. For example, crown and
bearded bust of the shah diametrically differed from the depiction on
Khusrau IT’s earlier drachms. If the emission with full Georgian inscription
indeed belonged to Stephanos II, most probably he would have taken as a
prototype for his coins not the drachms struck nearly 50 years ago, but
Khusrau II’s coins issued in the 20s of the 7% c.

As we have said above, the coins struck in name of Stephanos are of
the latest period among the Georgian-Sassanian drachms. Among them, the
first, probably, are Gurgen’s coins. There are six coins (3 — Berlin Museum, 1
— Hermitage, 2 — Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) known in the scholarly
literature and struck in name of Gurgen. The drachms struck in the name of
Gurgen are the imitations of Ohrmazd IV’s coins. The only difference is the

two Georgian asomtavruli letters (or monogram) on the obverse, above the
shah’s depiction: "lf (or their ligature), i.e. Gurgen. On the reverse there is a

distorted date which looks like a figure 7 (i.e. the seventh year of Ohrmazd
IV’s reign, 579+7= 586). Nevertheless, it does not mean that Gurgen’s coin
was struck exactly in the 7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign (it means that the
drachm of Kartli’s erismtavari was struck according to the coin dated by the

7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign). However, it clearly shows that issue of the
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coins could not have taken place earlier than 586.
To Gurgen should also belong other rare coins (Berlin Museum — 1,

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1) with Georgian monogram, which can
be divided into two or three Asomtavruli figures: "lR and "hR"l. In the first

case the monogram is deciphered as Gurgen, in the second — as Vakhtang.
Since later Georgian coins, namely, Vakhtang III's drachms, dated by
1298/99, 1299/1300, have similar (but not the same) monogram, Pakhomov
suggested that on the above-given coins there is Vakhtang’s name.

Having closely compared palaeographically this monogram with the
inscription on the money struck in the name of Gurgen, it is clear, these are

undoubtedly identical through their graphics and content. On the coin in
question ", and F are simply linked to each other. If not this, it would be

difficult to place another unknown erismtavari — Vakhtang (below we will
see that, according to numismatic material, between Gurgen and Stephanos
there is unknown, according to the written sources, erismtavari Juansher)
between Gurgen and Stephanos.

Who is the above Gurgen?

In the Georgian historical literature Gurgen is identified with Guaram
mentioned in the Georgian written sources. According to Vakhushti he ruled
the country in 575-600.

But the Georgian written sources are of late period. In the parallel
foreign sources there is mentioned not Guaram, but Gurgen.

Most probably, it is only Gurgen who is a real historical figure.

In our opinion, Gurgen should have struck his coins at the end of 589-
the spring of 590, when there were troubles in Iran.

To this period should also belong a unique coin struck in the name of
Kartli’s erismtavari Jonber, or Juansher, who is otherwise unknown. The
above coin is identical to Gurgen’s money, except for one detail: the letters

above the depiction of the shah are replaced with two Asomtavruli figures:
XQ.

There are several ways of deciphering XQ (“Javakheti” — name of the

province, “jvaro” — cross in Georgian), however, in our opinion, it would be
indentified with Jonber-Juansher.

Thus, according to the written sources, Jonber//Juansher is an
unknown erismtavari, who appears on the political stage for a short period (1
year or even several months) after Gurgen (coin’s uniqueness attests to this).

A distorted date (and other details) placed on Jonber//Juansher’s coin

attests to the fact that it is an imitation of Gurgen’s drachm and not that of
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original Sassanian coin. The emission should be dated by 590-591.

Khusrau II in either 590 or 591 with the help of the Emperor Maurice
marched against a “tyrant” Bahram Chobin and returned the throne in the
beginning of 591.

In spring of 591 a treaty was ratified between Byzantium and Iran.
Khusrau II had to concede on many issues to the Byzantines’ benefit. Thus,
Khusrau II gave up hegemony over the large part of Armenia and Kartli too.
Apart from that, Khusrau II allowed the Christians on the territory of Iran to
build the churches. Moreover, Christianity during Khusrau II’s reign acquired
so many privileges that it even challenged Zoroastrianism within Iran itself.

The peace between the empires lasted for ten years.

In 591-593 should have been struck two types of anonymous series of
Georgian-Sassanian coins: first — coins with the depiction of cross on the
obverse; second — coins with the depiction of cross on altar (Obverse:
Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd
Augustus). This is placed within onefold circle of the dots; Reverse: Cross on
altar protected by two guardians. Date and name of the mint are unreadable).

There are five coins per type which are existent (held in the Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia, and the Hermitage, 4+3; 1+2, respectively). One
more coin with the depiction of cross on altar was discovered in a large hoard
during the archaeological excavations on the territory of the ancient Babylon
in 1900.

In our opinion it is impossible to date these coins on the basis of the
distorted Pehlevi dates. First, the reading of these dates (more often appears
7) is conventional, and second, these dates attest only to the year when were
struck the Sassanian drachms imitated by the Georgian-Sassanian coins.

Thus, while establishing the chronological frame for the above coins
we should use various logical categories and take into consideration the
existing historical situation.

The placing of cross on the Sassanian type coins was a revolutionary
act, and, most probably, meant more than just putting Georgian letters next to
the shah’s depiction (7). By this action Kartli overtly announced its national
interests. Moreover, Kartli’s radical erismtavari got rid of the holy fire —
emblem of Zoroastrianism — on the coin and demostratively replaced it with a
Christian emblem —cross. This could have happened only after Kartli was put
into the sphere of Byzantine hegemony, i.e. in 591 and afterwards.

If we remember the composition of the reverse of Stephanos’ coin —
cross on altar depicted in the same way as on one of the types of the

anonymous drachms — then a question arises about the attribution of the
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anonymous coins with cross to Stephanos. In any case, anonymous coins with
the depiction of cross on altar only could have been struck by Stephanos (?).
This is attested by the common type of the reverses of the coins (cross on
altar).

Probably, the following happened: Stephanos, in the first phase of the
changement of the political conjuncture, just tried to test the overall
situation. On his coin, together with the shah’s depiction, he placed small
cross. This, most probably, should have happened in the first phase of the
peace agreement between Iran and Byzantium. Then he should have struck
anonymous coins with the depiction of cross on altar, and the drachms with
the Georgian legend.

The alternative variant for the coin group’s classification is as follows: 1.

personification of ruler and cross; 2. cross on both sides; 3. cross on altar; 4.

Gurgen’s name in ligature ,%; 5. the same but in abbreviation — "F; 6.
emission with Asomtavruli letters — XQ (=Juansher); 7. the hybrid of

Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s earlier coins. Cross onaltar and legend — LPRU
(=Stephanos); 8. local realization of Khusrau Parvéz’s earlier drachms. Cross
on altar and legend — LRTIP/CRQL. The possible terminus post quem non for

this group is 586. The upper limit is much more defined —592.

G. Chubinashvili found out that the construction of the Jvari Monastery
near Mtskheta began in the 90s of the 6% century. According to all the
features, issue of the coins with the depiction of cross, and the construction of
the Jvari Monastery are synchronous. By its political significance (we do not
discuss other aspects) these two events (construction of the monastery and
issue of the coin) have the same importance. Both of them are imbued with
the same political and ideological functions: overt proclamation of the end of

Zoroastrianism in Kartli, and of the apotheosis of the Christian religion.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Drachm. 2,92 gr.-3,83 gr.

Date 591-593 or 586-587 (?).

Collection Simon Janashia State Museum — 4, QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian Coins,

Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne 1585, QF.
NeNe 4056-4057; Hermitage — 1 (place of finding is unknown).
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Group Georgian-Sassanian drachms

Type Anonymous coins with the depiction of cross on altar
Description, Silver. The weights range from 2,44 gr. to 3,23 gr.
picture

d=26/27-29/30 mm.

Obverse: Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd
Augustus). This is placed within onefold circle of the dots.

Reverse: Cross on altar protected by two guardians. Pehlevi inscription of

date and name of the mint are unreadable.
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Scholarly

commentary

Drachms, struck according to the Sassanian monetary type, with
Georgian inscriptions and the depiction of cross, were already known in the
19% century. There is a special term for these coins in the scholarly literature:
Georgian-Sassanian coins, or the drachms of Kartli’s (East and South Georgia)
erismtavaris (princes). This is an important numismatic group for the studies
of the history of Early Feudalism in Georgia. For undestanding the genesis of
this coin group, it is important to analyze the then existing political situation.

Through the “Eternal Peace”, signed in 532, Byzantium acknowledged
Iranian right upon East Georgia. The kingship in Kartli was abolished. In the
course of the 6™ century there was a constant struggle for the independence
of Kartli. This was well reflected on the Georgian-Sassanian coins. As was
already mentioned, in this period the coins in Kartli were struck according to
the Sassanian type. On the obverse there is always depicted a bust of an
Iranian shah, whereas on the reverse — the emblem of Sassanian fire-
worshippers, holy fire — arar — protected by two armed guardians. To this
standard depiction, rebellious Georgians added above the shah’s shoulder
cross which served as a symbol of Christianity and of Georgian nationalism.
This was an act of great importance. Sometimes, above ruler’s depiction on
the edge of the coins we encounter Georgian letters or monograms giving
information about the names of Georgian erismtavaris. Moreover, the
Georgians replaced the fire on the altar with cross, symbol of Christianity,
and thereby got rid of the Iranian emblem. Erismtavari Stephanos placed fully
his name in the centre of the coin, next to ruler’s depiction. Here are
described the details (both beginning and the end) of the struggle between
the Georgians and the Iranians.

Before discussing anonymous coins with the depiction of cross it is
important to review the drachms struck in the name of Stephanos, Gurgen
and Jonber//Juansher. Stephanos’ coins are the latest of the Georgian-
Sassanian drachms. The exact attribution and chronological classification of
Stephanos’ coins is a key for dating the whole coin group. The drachms of
Gurgen and Jonber//Juansher establish the possible terminus post quem for
the above coins.

Before starting the description of the numismatic material, it is
important to note the works of previous scholars, in particular, I
Bartholomei, concerning the studies of Georgian-Sassanian drachms. He was
the first scholar to note that Georgian-Sassanian coins are the imitations of
Ohrmazd IV’s (579-590) drachms. Thereby, he created a solid base for
defining the date of these coins.

The coins struck in the name of Stephanos are divided into two
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emissions.

The unique coin of the Berlin Museum belongs to the first emission.
However, the exact place of finding of the coin is unknown (Obverse:
Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd

Augustus). This is placed within onefold circle of the dots. Four Georgian
letters (Asomtavruli) on the edge of the coin — LPRL (=Stephanos), with four

crescents on the sides; Reverse: Cross on altar protected by two guardians.
Date and name of the mint are unreadable, all placed within twofold circle of
the dots).

There has never been any doubt in the above-given coin’s attribution:
it was unanimously attributed to the Kartli’s erismtavari Stephanos I (600-619
according to Vakhushti’s chronology).

Evg. Pakhomov too attributed this unique coin to Stephanos I
(however, differing from Bartholomei, he thought that the coins with full
Georgian inscription were struck by Stephanos II) and regarded the following
charecteristics very peculiar to it: 1. Pehlevi inscription next to the shah’s
bust (his conclusion: the depiction on the coin is that of the shah, and not of
the Kartli’s erismtavari); 2. the name of erismtavari is placed not in the
central part, but on the edge (according to Pakhomov, this fact tells that the
coin was struck not by an independent ruler, but by shah’s vassal); 3. onefold
linear circle is depicted on the obverse; 4. on the reverse — twofold circle; 5.
distorted Pehlevi legends are placed on the reverse.

Considering these characteristics, Pakhomov compared the coin to
Ohrmazd IV’s and Khosrau II's (590/1-628) original drachms, thereby trying
to establish a chronological frame for Stephanos’ coin.

According to Pakhomov, the Georgian master took as a prototype
Ohrmazd IV’s drachm. This is substantiated by the inscription, the king’s
bust, and onefold circle on the obverse of the coin. However, twofold circle
on the reverse of the coin is borrowed from Khusrau II’s coins (Ohrmazd IV
struck coin with onefold circle). Still, there is a counter-argument: on the
drachms of Khusrau II there is depicted not twofold but threefold circle.
Nevertheless, we cannot attach much importance to this fact. A master who
struck the coins could have easily mistaken the number of the circles.

Thus, concludes Pakhomov, the emission of the unique coin from the
Berlin Museum could have taken place only when: 1. Kartli was Iran’s vassal
country; 2. within the Georgian monetary circulation there were mainly
Ohrmazd IV’s coins, whereas Khusrau II's coins were just entering into
circulation (to the latter supposition attests an additional circle on the coin’s

reverse).

226




This is Pakhomov’s opinion.

In his conception, there are several important observations, which
should be accepted. One of these observations is about defining the prototype
of the additional circle on the reverse of the unique coin from the Berlin
Museum.

To establish the chronology for the I emission struck in the name of
Stephanos, first, it is important to compare Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s
coins, struck in the first two years of his reign.They are undoubtedly
identical. The difference is in the number of circles: the depictions of
Ohrmazd IV’s coins both on the obverse and the reverse are placed within a
circle, whereas on the obverse of Khusrau II’s coin there is a twofold circle,
on the reverse — a threefold one.

Now we will compare the above-described coins to Stephanos’ drachm
with an incomplete Georgian inscription. According to the type of the crown,
it is completely analogous with Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s coins. Also,
through the circle depicted on the obverse, Stephanos’ coin imitates Ohrmazd
IV’s coin type, whereas on the reverse there is a novelty: a twofold circle. We
agree with Pakhomov’s proposition, according to which, the emission of these
coins should have taken place at the time when in Kartli there were Ohrmazd
IV’s coins, and Khusrau II's drachms were only entering into circulation. This
explains where a master could have taken an additional circle from. Thus,
these coins should have been struck after Ohrmazd IV, but in the first years
of Khusrau II's reign. If we take into account the fact that each new type of
original Sassanian coins needed a certain period of time to reach Georgia and
enter into circulation, the timing for the emission of this coin is probably
around 593, and not later than 595.

The above-given numismatic excursus makes it necessary to review
Vakhushti’s chronology (according to which Stephanos I was Kartli’s
erismtavari in 600-619).

Stephanos’ 11 pieces of the second emission (Obv. Shah/ruler to the
right. Instead of Pehlevi, Georgian inscription (Asomtavruli) — LERIP/CRQL

(Stephanos) to the left and the right. Twofold circle around it. Rev. Cross on
altar, protected by two guardians. No Pehlevi inscription. Threefold circle
around it) are held in several museums across the world (Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia — 3, Berlin Museum — 4, Hermitage — 2, Moscow State
Historical Museum — 1, British Musem — 1). In addition, there are 10 coins
mentioned in the scholarly literature. Some of them are the pieces from the
above museums’ collections. All the coins are without information about

exact place of finding. Also, during the archaeological excavations led by R.
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Ramishvili, one more coin was found in the place Nedzikhi, Aragvi gorge.

As was already said, there was no doubt about the attribution of the
unique coin from the Berlin Museum, however, quite opposite happened after
Stephanos’ drachms with full Georgian inscription had been published. Some
scholars attributed them to Stephanos I, others — to Stephanos II (639-663).

What is our opinion regarding the coins struck in name of Stephanos?
We attribute both emissions to Stephanos I and date them by 593/595-600 (?).
The arguments about the I emission are given above. As to Stephanos’ money
with full Georgian inscriptions — had they been struck by Stephanos II, there
would have been placed the same crown as on Khusrau II’s coins after the
first two years of his reign. Indeed, during his reign Khusrau II mainly issued
two types of coins. The first coin type, dated by the first two years of his
reign, by the depiction of shah and his crown (also by other features), is
absolutely identical with Ohrmazd IV’s drachms. The only novelty Khusrau
IT introduced into his early coins was a twofold circle on the obverse, and a
threefold circle on the reverse. Stephanos’ coins with full Georgian
inscription are the imitations of the above drachms. In following years,
Khusrau II completely changed his coin type. For example, crown and
bearded bust of the shah diametrically differed from the depiction on
Khusrau IT’s earlier drachms. If the emission with full Georgian inscription
indeed belonged to Stephanos II, most probably he would have taken as a
prototype for his coins not the drachms struck nearly 50 years ago, but
Khusrau II’s coins issued in the 20s of the 7t c.

As we have said above, the coins struck in name of Stephanos are of
the latest period among the Georgian-Sassanian drachms. Among them, the
first, probably, are Gurgen’s coins. There are six coins (3 — Berlin Museum, 1
— Hermitage, 2 — Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) known in the scholarly
literature and struck in name of Gurgen. The drachms struck in the name of
Gurgen are the imitations of Ohrmazd IV’s coins. The only difference is the

two Georgian asomtavruli letters (or monogram) on the obverse, above the
shah’s depiction: "lf (or their ligature), i.e. Gurgen. On the reverse there is a

distorted date which looks like a figure 7 (i.e. the seventh year of Ohrmazd
IV’s reign, 579+7= 586). Nevertheless, it does not mean that Gurgen’s coin
was struck exactly in the 7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign (it means that the
drachm of Kartli’s erismtavari was struck according to the coin dated by the
7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign). However, it clearly shows that issue of the
coins could not have taken place earlier than 586.

To Gurgen should also belong other rare coins (Berlin Museum — 1,

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1) with Georgian monogram, which can
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be divided into two or three Asomtavruli figures: "lR and "hR"l. In the first

case the monogram is deciphered as Gurgen, in the second — as Vakhtang.
Since later Georgian coins, namely, Vakhtang III's drachms, dated by
1298/99, 1299/1300, have similar (but not the same) monogram, Pakhomov
suggested that on the above-given coins there is Vakhtang’s name.

Having closely compared palaeographically this monogram with the
inscription on the money struck in the name of Gurgen, it is clear, these are

undoubtedly identical through their graphics and content. On the coin in
question ", and k are simply linked to each other. If not this, it would be

difficult to place another unknown erismtavari — Vakhtang (below we will
see that, according to numismatic material, between Gurgen and Stephanos
there is unknown, according to the written sources, erismtavari Juansher)
between Gurgen and Stephanos.

Who is the above Gurgen?

In the Georgian historical literature Gurgen is identified with Guaram
mentioned in the Georgian written sources. According to Vakhushti he ruled
the country in 575-600.

But the Georgian written sources are of late period. In the parallel
foreign sources there is mentioned not Guaram, but Gurgen.

Most probably, it is only Gurgen who is a real historical figure.

In our opinion, Gurgen should have struck his coins at the end of 589-
the spring of 590, when there were troubles in Iran.

To this period should also belong a unique coin struck in the name of
Kartli’s erismtavari Jonber, or Juansher, who is otherwise unknown. The
above coin is identical to Gurgen’s money, except for one detail: the letters

above the depiction of the shah are replaced with two Asomtavruli figures:
XQ.

There are several ways of deciphering XQ (“Javakheti” — name of the

province, “jvaro” — cross in Georgian), however, in our opinion, it would be
indentified with Jonber-Juansher.

Thus, according to the written sources, Jonber//Juansher is an
unknown erismtavari, who appears on the political stage for a short period (1
year or even several months) after Gurgen (coin’s uniqueness attests to this).

A distorted date (and other details) placed on Jonber//Juansher’s coin
attests to the fact that it is an imitation of Gurgen’s drachm and not that of
original Sassanian coin. The emission should be dated by 590-591.

Khusrau II in either 590 or 591 with the help of the Emperor Maurice

marched against a “tyrant” Bahram Chobin and returned the throne in the
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beginning of 591.

In spring of 591 a treaty was ratified between Byzantium and Iran.
Khusrau II had to concede on many issues to the Byzantines’ benefit. Thus,
Khusrau II gave up hegemony over the large part of Armenia and Kartli too.
Apart from that, Khusrau II allowed the Christians on the territory of Iran to
build the churches. Moreover, Christianity during Khusrau II’s reign acquired
so many privileges that it even challenged Zoroastrianism within Iran itself.

The peace between the empires lasted for ten years.

In 591-593 should have been struck two types of anonymous series of
Georgian-Sassanian coins: first — coins with the depiction of cross on the
obverse (Obverse: Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu
(Ohrmazd Augustus) in front of the figure. Cross behind the figure. This is
placed within onefold circle of the dots; Reverse: Fire on altar protected by
two guardians. Pehlevi inscription of date and name of the mint are
unreadable); second — coins with the depiction of cross on altar.

There are five coins per type which are existent (held in the Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia, and the Hermitage, 4+3; 1+2, respectively). One
more coin with the depiction of cross on altar was discovered in a large hoard
during the archaeological excavations on the territory of the ancient Babylon
in 1900.

In our opinion it is impossible to date these coins on the basis of the
distorted Pehlevi dates. First, the reading of these dates (more often appears
7) is in itself conventional, and second, these dates attest only to the year
when were struck the Sassanian drachms imitated by the Georgian-Sassanian
coins.

Thus, while establishing the chronological frame for the above coins
we should use various logical categories and take into consideration the
existing historical situation.

The placing of cross on the Sassanian type coins was a revolutionary
act, and, most probably, meant more than just putting Georgian letters next to
the shah’s depiction (?). By this action Kartli overtly announced its national
interests. Moreover, Kartli’s radical erismtavari got rid of the holy fire —
emblem of Zoroastrianism — on the coin and demostratively replaced it with a
Christian emblem —cross. This could have happened only after Kartli was put
into the sphere of Byzantine hegemony, i.e. in 591 and afterwards.

If we remember the composition of the reverse of Stephanos’ coin —
cross on altar depicted in the same way as on one of the types of the
anonymous drachms — then a question arises about the attribution of the

anonymous coins with cross to Stephanos. In any case, anonymous coins with
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the depiction of cross on altar only could have been struck by Stephanos (7).
This is attested by the common type of the reverses of the coins (cross on
altar).

Probably, the following happened: Stephanos, in the first phase of the
changement of the political conjuncture, just tried to test the overall
situation. On his coin, together with the shah’s depiction, he placed small
cross. This, most probably, should have happened in the first phase of the
peace agreement between Iran and Byzantium. Then he should have struck
anonymous coins with the depiction of cross on altar, and the drachms with
the Georgian legend.

The alternative variant for the coin group’s classification is as follows: 1.

personification of ruler and cross; 2. cross on both sides; 3. cross on altar; 4.

Gurgen’s name in ligature T,T; 5. the same but in abbreviation — "F; 6.

emission with Asomtavruli letters — XQ (=Juansher); 7. the hybrid of
Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s earlier coins. Cross on altar and legend —

LPRL (=Stephanos); 8. local realization of Khusrau Parvéz’s earlier drachms.

Cross on altar and legend — LBTIP/CRQL. The possible terminus post quem

non for this group is 586. The upper limit is much more defined — 592.

G. Chubinashvili found out that the construction of the Jvari Monastery
near Mtskheta began in the 90s of the 6™ century. According to all the
features, issue of the coins with the depiction of cross, and the construction of
the Jvari Monastery are synchronous. By its political significance (we do not
discuss other aspects) these two events (construction of the monastery and
issue of the coin) have the same importance. Both of them are imbued with
the same political and ideological functions: overt proclamation of the end of

Zoroastrianism in Kartli, and of the apotheosis of the Christian religion.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Drachm. 2,44 gr.-3,23 gr.

Date 591-593 or 586-587 (7).

Collection Simon Janashia State Museum — 3, QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian Coins,

Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe 1570-1571,
QF. Ne 1707; Hermitage — 2 (place of finding is unknown).
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Group Georgian-Sassanian drachms

Type Coins with the depiction of cross on altar.
Stephanos I — first emission

Description, Silver. Weight — 2,9 gr.
picture
d=28mm.

Obverse: Ohrmazd IV to the right. Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd

Augustus). This is placed within onefold circle of the dots. Four Georgian
letters (Asomtavruli) on the edge of the coin — LPRL (=Stephanos), with four

crescents on the sides.

Reverse: Cross on altar protected by two guardians. Date and name of the

mint are unreadable, all placed within twofold circle of the dots.
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Scholarly

commentary

Drachms, struck according to the Sassanian monetary type, with
Georgian inscriptions and the depiction of cross, were already known in the
19® century. There is a special term for these coins in the scholarly literature:
Georgian-Sassanian coins, or the drachms of Kartli’s (East and South Georgia)
erismtavaris (princes). This is an important numismatic group for the studies
of the history of Early Feudalism in Georgia. For undestanding the genesis of
this coin group, it is important to analyze the then existing political situation.

Through the “Eternal Peace”, signed in 532, Byzantium acknowledged
Iranian right upon East Georgia. The kingship in Kartli was abolished. In the

course of the 6™ century there was a constant struggle for the independence
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of Kartli. This was well reflected on the Georgian-Sassanian coins. As was
already mentioned, in this period the coins in Kartli were struck according to
the Sassanian type. On the obverse there is always depicted a bust of an
Iranian shah, whereas on the reverse — the emblem of Sassanian fire-
worshippers, holy fire — atar — protected by two armed guardians. To this
standard depiction, rebellious Georgians added above the shah’s shoulder
cross which served as a symbol of Christianity and of Georgian nationalism.
This was an act of great importance. Sometimes, above ruler’s depiction on
the edge of the coins we encounter Georgian letters or monograms giving
information about the names of Georgian erismtavaris. Moreover, the
Georgians replaced the fire on the altar with cross, symbol of Christianity,
and thereby got rid of the Iranian emblem. Erismtavari Stephanos placed fully
his name in the centre of the coin, next to ruler’s depiction. Here are
described the details (both beginning and the end) of the struggle between
the Georgians and the Iranians.

Before starting the description of the numismatic material, it is
important to note the works of previous scholars, in particular, I
Bartholomei, concerning the studies of Georgian-Sassanian drachms. He was
the first scholar to note that Georgian-Sassanian coins are the imitations of
Ohrmazd IV’s (579-590) drachms. Thereby, he created a solid base for
defining the date of these coins.

The coins struck in the name of Stephanos are divided into two
emissions.

The unique coin of the Berlin Museum belongs to the first emission.
However, the exact place of finding of the coin is unknown.

There has never been any doubt in the above-given coin’s attribution:
it was unanimously attributed to the Kartli’s erismtavari Stephanos I (600-619
according to Vakhushti’s chronology).

Evg. Pakhomov too attributed this unique coin to Stephanos I
(however, differing from Bartholomei, he thought that the coins with full
Georgian inscription were struck by Stephanos II) and regarded the following
charecteristics very peculiar to it: 1. Pehlevi inscription next to the shah’s
bust (his conclusion: the depiction on the coin is that of the shah, and not of
the Kartli’s erismtavari); 2. the name of erismtavari is placed not in the
central part, but on the edge (according to Pakhomov, this fact tells that the
coin was struck not by an independent ruler, but by shah’s vassal); 3. onefold
circle is depicted on the obverse; 4. on the reverse — twofold circle; 5.
distorted Pehlevi legends are placed on the reverse.

Considering these characteristics, Pakhomov compared the coin to
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Ohrmazd IV’s and Khosrau II's (590/1-628) original drachms, thereby trying
to establish a chronological frame for Stephanos’ coin.

According to Pakhomov, the Georgian master took as a prototype
Ohrmazd IV’s drachm. This is substantiated by the inscription, the king’s
bust, and onefold circle on the obverse of the coin. However, twofold circle
on the reverse of the coin is borrowed from Khusrau II’s coins (Ohrmazd IV
struck coin with onefold circle). Still, there is a counter-argument: on the
drachms of Khusrau II there is depicted not twofold but threefold circle.
Nevertheless, we cannot attach much importance to this fact. A master who
struck the coins could have easily mistaken the number of the circles.

Thus, concludes Pakhomov, the emission of the unique coin from the
Berlin Museum could have taken place only when: 1. Kartli was Iran’s vassal
country; 2. within the Georgian monetary circulation there were mainly
Ohrmazd IV’s coins, whereas Khusrau II's coins were just entering into
circulation (to the latter supposition attests an additional circle on the coin’s
reverse).

This is Pakhomov’s opinion.

In his conception, there are several important observations, which
should be accepted. One of these observations is about defining the prototype
of the additional circle on the reverse of the unique coin from the Berlin
Museum.

To establish the chronology for the I emission struck in the name of
Stephanos, first, it is important to compare Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s
coins, struck in the first two years of his reign. They are undoubtedly
identical. The difference is in the number of circles: the depictions of
Ohrmazd IV’s coins both on the obverse and the reverse are placed within a
circle, whereas on the obverse of Khusrau II's coin there is a twofold circle,
on the reverse — a threefold one.

Now we will compare the above-described coins to Stephanos’ drachm
with an incomplete Georgian inscription. According to the type of the crown,
it is completely analogous with Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II's coins. Also,
through the circle depicted on the obverse, Stephanos’ coin imitates Ohrmazd
IV’s coin type, whereas on the reverse there is a novelty: a twofold circle. We
agree with Pakhomov’s proposition, according to which, the emission of these
coins should have taken place at the time when in Kartli there were Ohrmazd
IV’s coins, and Khusrau II's drachms were only entering into circulation. This
explains where a master could have taken an additional circle from. Thus,
these coins should have been struck after Ohrmazd IV, but in the first years

of Khusrau IT’s reign. If we take into account the fact that each new type of
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original Sassanian coins needed a certain period of time to reach Georgia and
enter into circulation, the timing for the emission of this coin is probably
around 593, and not later than 595.

The above-given numismatic excursus makes it necessary to review
Vakhushti’s chronology (according to which Stephanos I was Kartli’s
erismtavari in 600-619).

Stephanos’ 11 pieces of the second emission (Obv. Shah/ruler to the
right. Instead of Pehlevi, Georgian inscription (Asomtavruli) — LETIP/CRQL

(Stephanos) to the left and the right. Twofold circle around it. Rev. Cross on
altar, protected by two guardians. No Pehlevi inscription. Threefold circle
around it) are held in several museums across the world (Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia — 3, Berlin Museum — 4, Hermitage — 2, Moscow State
Historical Museum — 1, British Musem — 1). In addition, there are 10 coins
mentioned in the scholarly literature. Some of them are the pieces from the
above museums’ collections. All the coins are without information about
exact place of finding. Also, during the archaeological excavations led by R.
Ramishvili, one more coin was found in the place Nedzikhi, Aragvi gorge.

As was already said, there was no doubt about the attribution of the
unique coin from the Berlin Museum, however, quite opposite happened after
Stephanos’ drachms with full Georgian inscription had been published. Some
scholars attributed them to Stephanos I, others — to Stephanos II (639-663).

What is our opinion regarding the coins struck in name of Stephanos?
We attribute both emissions to Stephanos I and date them by 593/595-600 (?).
The arguments about the I emission are given above. As to Stephanos’ money
with full Georgian inscriptions — had they been struck by Stephanos II, there
would have been placed the same crown as on Khusrau II’s coins after the
first two years of his reign. Indeed, during his reign Khusrau II mainly issued
two types of coins. The first coin type, dated by the first two years of his
reign, by the depiction of shah and his crown (also by other features), is
absolutely identical with Ohrmazd IV’s drachms. The only novelty Khusrau
IT introduced into his early coins was a twofold circle on the obverse, and a
threefold circle on the reverse. Stephanos’ coins with full Georgian
inscription are the imitations of the above drachms. In following years,
Khusrau II completely changed his coin type. For example, crown and
bearded bust of the shah diametrically differed from the depiction on
Khusrau IT’s earlier drachms. If the emission with full Georgian inscription
indeed belonged to Stephanos II, most probably he would have taken as a
prototype for his coins not the drachms struck nearly 50 years ago, but

Khusrau II’s coins issued in the 20s of the 7% century.
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The coins struck in name of Stephanos are of the latest period among
the Georgian-Sassanian drachms. Among them, the first, probably, are
Gurgen’s coins. There are six coins (3 — Berlin Museum, 1 — Hermitage, 2 —
Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) known in the scholarly literature and
struck in name of Gurgen. The drachms struck in the name of Gurgen are the
imitations of Ohrmazd IV’s coins. The only difference is the two Georgian

asomtavruli letters (or monogram) on the obverse, above the shah’s depiction:
LR (or their ligature), i.e. Gurgen. On the reverse there is a distorted date

which looks like a figure 7 (i.e. the seventh year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign,
579+7= 586). Nevertheless, it does not mean that Gurgen’s coin was struck
exactly in the 7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign (it means that the drachm of
Kartli’s erismtavari was struck according to the coin dated by the 7* year of
Ohrmazd IV’ reign). However, it clearly shows that issue of the coins could
not have taken place earlier than 586.

To Gurgen should also belong other rare coins (Berlin Museum — 1,

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1) with Georgian monogram, which can
be divided into two or three Asomtavruli figures: "|R and "hR"l. In the first

case the monogram is deciphered as Gurgen, in the second — as Vakhtang.
Since later Georgian coins, namely, Vakhtang III's drachms, dated by
1298/99, 1299/1300, have similar (but not the same) monogram, Pakhomov
suggested that on the above-given coins there is Vakhtang’s name.

Having closely compared palaeographically this monogram with the
inscription on the money struck in the name of Gurgen, it is clear, these are

undoubtedly identical through their graphics and content. On the coin in
question ", and F are simply linked to each other. If not this, it would be

difficult to place another unknown erismtavari — Vakhtang (below we will
see that, according to numismatic material, between Gurgen and Stephanos
there is unknown, according to the written sources, erismtavari Juansher)
between Gurgen and Stephanos.

Who is the above Gurgen?

In the Georgian historiography Gurgen is identified with Guaram
mentioned in the Georgian written sources. According to Vakhushti (18® c.
Georgian historian), he ruled the country in 575-600.

The Georgian written sources belong to the later period, and in the
parallel foreign written sources there is mentioned not Guaram, but —
Gurgen.

Most probably, it is only Gurgen who is a real historical figure.

In our opinion, Gurgen should have struck his coins at the end of 589-
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the spring of 590, when there was a commotion in Iran.

To this period should also belong a unique coin struck in the name of
Kartli’s erismtavari Jonber, or Juansher, who is otherwise unknown. The
above coin is identical to Gurgen’s money, except for one detail: the letters

above the depiction of the shah are replaced with two Asomtavruli figures:
XQ.

There are several versions of deciphering XQ (“Javakheti” — name of

the province, “jvaro” — cross in Georgian). However, we think, the letters
should be identified with Jonber-Juansher.

Thus, Jonber//Juansher is an unknown erismtavari according to the
written sources, who entered the historical stage for a short period of time
(one year or several months, which attests to the coin’s uniqueness).

The distorted date (and other details) on Jonber//Juansher’s coin attests
that this coin is an imitation of Gurgen’s drachm and not of the original
Sassanian coin. The emission should be dated by 590-591.

Khusrau II in either 590 or 591 with the help of the Emperor Maurice
marched against a “tyrant” Bahram Chobin and returned the throne in the
beginning of 591.

In spring of 591 a treaty was ratified between Byzantium and Iran.
Khusrau II had to concede on many issues to the Byzantines’ benefit. Thus,
Khusrau II gave up hegemony over the large part of Armenia and Kartli too.
Apart from that, Khusrau II allowed the Christians on the territory of Iran to
build the churches. Moreover, Christianity during Khusrau II’s reign acquired
so many privileges that it even challenged Zoroastrianism within Iran itself.

The peace between the empires lasted for ten years.

In 591-593 should have been struck two types of anonymous series of
Georgian-Sassanian coins: first — coins with the depiction of cross on the
obverse; second — coins with the depiction of cross on altar.

There are five coins per type which are existent (held in the Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia, and the Hermitage, 4+3; 1+2, respectively). One
more coin with the depiction of cross on altar was discovered in a large hoard
during the archaeological excavations on the territory of the ancient Babylon
in 1900.

The placing of cross on the Sassanian type coins was a revolutionary
act, and, most probably, meant more than just putting Georgian letters next to
the shah’s depiction (7). By this action Kartli overtly announced its national
interests. Moreover, Kartli’s radical erismtavari got rid of the holy fire —
emblem of Zoroastrianism — on the coin and demostratively replaced it with a

Christian emblem —cross. This could have happened only after Kartli was put
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into the sphere of Byzantine hegemony, i.e. in 591 and afterwards.

If we remember the composition of the reverse of Stephanos’ coin —
cross on altar depicted in the same way as on one of the types of the
anonymous drachms — then a question arises about the attribution of the
anonymous coins with cross to Stephanos. In any case, anonymous coins with
the depiction of cross on altar only could have been struck by Stephanos (?).
This is attested by the common type of the reverses of the coins (cross on
altar).

Probably, the following happened: Stephanos, in the first phase of the
changement of the political conjuncture, just tried to test the overall
situation. On his coin, together with the shah’s depiction, he placed small
cross. This, most probably, should have happened in the first phase of the
peace agreement between Iran and Byzantium. Then he should have struck
anonymous coins with the depiction of cross on altar, and the drachms with
the Georgian legend.

It is noteworthy that G. Chubinashvili, while studying the most acute
problems of the Georgian art, took the year 590 as a starting date of
Stephanos’ reign. This seems to be true. It might not have happened in 590,
but in 591 (also worth noting is that, according to V. Jobadze, the reign of
Stephanos should be placed between 591-601), but, we think, at this stage it
does not have any critical importance.

The alternative variant for the coin group’s classification is as follows: 1.

personification of ruler and cross; 2. cross on both sides; 3. cross on altar; 4.

Gurgen’s name in ligature —:ff,T:; 5. the same but in abbreviation — "lf; 6.

emission with Asomtavruli letters — XQ (=Juansher); 7. the hybrid of
Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s earlier coins. Cross on altar and legend —

LPRL (=Stephanos); 8. local realization of Khusrau Parvéz’s earlier drachms.

Cross on altar and legend — LBTIP/CRQL. The possible terminus post quem

non for this group is 586. The upper limit is much more defined — 592.

G. Chubinashvili found out that the construction of the Jvari
Monastery near Mtskheta began in the 90s of the 6 century. According to all
the features, issue of the coins with the depiction of cross, and the
construction of the Jvari Monastery are synchronous. By its political
significance (we do not discuss other aspects) these two events (construction
of the monastery and issue of the coin) have the same importance. Both of
them are imbued with the same political and ideological functions: overt
proclamation of the end of Zoroastrianism in Kartli, and of the apotheosis of

the Christian religion.
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Mint Unknown.

Nominal Drachm (2,9gr.).
Date 593-595 or 591(?).
Collection Berlin Museum — 1 (place of finding is unknown).
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Group Georgian-Sassanian drachms

Type Coins with the depiction of cross on altar.

Stephanos I — second emission

Description, Silver. The weights range from 2,03 gr. to 3,02 gr.
picture
d=25/26-28 mm.
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AmGdobo IV bmbifim 11 Bdammggerabol 1-2 fengbo
Ohrmazd IV Khosrau I First two years of reign

bebfm II  88sMomggermbob 1-2 ferob 398wy
Khosrau IT  After first two years of reign

Obverse: shah/ruler to the right. Instead of Pehlevi, Georgian inscription
(Asomtavruli) — LBTP/CRQAL (Stephanos) to the left and right. Twofold circle

around it.

Reverse: Cross on altar, protected by two guardians. No Pehlevi inscription.

Threefold circle around it.

Scholarly

commentary

Drachms, struck according to the Sassanian monetary type, with
Georgian inscriptions and the depiction of cross, were already known in the

19% century. There is a special term for these coins in the scholarly literature:
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Georgian-Sassanian coins, or the drachms of Kartli’s (East and South Georgia)
erismtavaris (princes). This is an important numismatic group for the studies
of the history of Early Feudalism in Georgia. For undestanding the genesis of
this coin group, it is important to analyze the then existing political situation.

Through the “Eternal Peace”, signed in 532, Byzantium acknowledged
Iranian right upon East Georgia. The kingship in Kartli was abolished. In the
course of the 6™ century there was a constant struggle for the independence
of Kartli. This was well reflected on the Georgian-Sassanian coins. As was
already mentioned, in this period the coins in Kartli were struck according to
the Sassanian type. On the obverse there is always depicted a bust of an
Iranian shah, whereas on the reverse — the emblem of Sassanian fire-
worshippers, holy fire — arar — protected by two armed guardians. To this
standard depiction, rebellious Georgians added above the shah’s shoulder
cross which served as a symbol of Christianity and of Georgian nationalism.
This was an act of great importance. Sometimes, above ruler’s depiction on
the edge of the coins we encounter Georgian letters or monograms giving
information about the names of Georgian erismtavaris. Moreover, the
Georgians replaced the fire on the altar with cross, symbol of Christianity,
and thereby got rid of the Iranian emblem. Erismtavari Stephanos placed fully
his name in the centre of the coin, next to ruler’s depiction. Here are
described the details (both beginning and the end) of the struggle between
the Georgians and the Iranians.

Before starting the description of the numismatic material, it is
important to note the works of previous scholars, in particular, I
Bartholomei, concerning the studies of Georgian-Sassanian drachms. He was
the first scholar to note that Georgian-Sassanian coins are the imitations of
Ohrmazd IV’s (579-590) drachms. Thereby, he created a solid base for
defining the date of these coins.

The coins struck in the name of Stephanos are divided into two
emissions.

To the first emission belongs the unique coin of Berlin Museum. The
place of finding of the coin is unknown (Obverse: Ohrmazd IV to the right.
Legend in Pehlevi: hrm — aphzu (Ohrmazd Augustus). This is placed within

onefold circle of the dots. Four Georgian letters (Asomtavruli) on the edge of
the coin — LPRL (=Stephanos), with four crescents on the sides; Reverse:

Cross on altar protected by two guardians. Date and name of the mint are
unreadable, all placed within twofold circle of the dots).
Stephanos’ 11 pieces of the second emission are held in several

museums across the world (Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 3, Berlin
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Museum — 4, Hermitage — 2, Moscow State Historical Museum — 1, British
Musem - 1). In addition, there are 10 coins mentioned in the scholarly
literature. Some of them are the pieces from the above museums’ collections.
All the coins are without information about exact place of finding. Also,
during the archaeological excavations led by R. Ramishvili, one more coin
was found in the place Nedzikhi, Aragvi gorge.

There was an opinion in modern numismatic literature that the coin
with a shortened legend of Stephanos’ name belonged to Kartli’s erismtavari
Stephanos I (600-619, according to Vakhushti’s chronology), whereas the
drachms with a full legend of the name belonged to Stephanos II (639-663).

There was no doubt about the attribution of the unique coin from the
Berlin Museum, however, quite opposite happened after Stephanos’ drachms
with full Georgian inscription had been published. Some scholars attributed
them to Stephanos I, others — to Stephanos II (639-663).

But in 1847 Bartholomei was categorical in attributing the coins with
full Georgian inscription to Stephanos I. He noted a striking similarity
between the two emissions issued in the name of Stephanos. Bartholomei
pointed out the fact that on both of the emissions there was depicted
Ohrmazd IV, and thought it impossible to date the coins with full Georgian
inscription by mid-7% century. The reign of Stephanos II is distanced from
that of Ohrmazd IV. Therefore, Bartholomei thinks, it was only Stephanos I
who could strike coins according to this shah.

Unfortunately Bartholomei’s only correct observation was neglected
by Evg. Pakhomov’s argumentation, the discussion of which became possible
in the 1970s.

According to Pakhomov, the coins struck in the name of Stephanos
differ and therefore they should belong to two different people. He attributes
the unique coin of Berlin Museum to Stephanos I and pays attention to the
following features: 1. Pehlevi inscription next to the shah’s bust (his
conclusion: the depiction on the coin is that of the shah, and not of the
Kartli’s erismtavari); 2. the name of erismtavari is placed not in the central
part, but on the edge (according to Pakhomov, this fact tells that the coin was
struck not by an independent ruler, but by shah’s vassal); 3. onefold circle is
depicted on the obverse; 4. on the reverse — twofold circle; 5. distorted
Pehlevi legends are placed on the reverse.

Considering these characteristics, Pakhomov compared the coin to
Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II's (590/1-628) original drachms, thereby trying
to establish a chronological frame for Stephanos’ coin.

According to Pakhomov, the Georgian master took as a prototype
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Ohrmazd IV’s drachm. This is substantiated by the inscription, the king’s
bust, and onefold circle on the obverse of the coin. However, twofold circle
on the reverse of the coin is borrowed from Khusrau II’s coins (Ohrmazd IV
struck coin with onefold circle). Still, there is a counter-argument: on the
drachms of Khusrau II there is depicted not twofold but threefold circle.
Nevertheless, we cannot attach much importance to this fact. A master who
struck the coins could have easily mistaken the number of the circles.

Thus, concludes Pakhomov, the emission of the unique coin from the
Berlin Museum could have taken place only when: 1. Kartli was Iran’s vassal
country; 2. within the Georgian monetary circulation there were mainly
Ohrmazd IV’s coins, whereas Khusrau II's coins were just entering into
circulation (to the latter supposition attests an additional circle on the coin’s
reverse).

There are the following features for the coins with full Georgian
inscriptions: 1. no Pehlevi inscription; 2. Georgian inscription next the shah’s
bust; 3. twofold circle on the obverse; 4. threefold — on the reverse.

First two aspects, according to Pakhomov, indicates that the coins
were struck by an independent ruler. Such a ruler was Stephanos II, not
Stephanos I. Additionally, twofold circle on the obverse, and threefold on the
reverse are found not on Ohrmazd IV’s coins, but on Khusrau II's money.
Therefore, coins with full Georgian inscription represent imitations of
Khusrau II’s drachms. Khusaru II’s (590/1-628) reign coincided with that of
Stephanos II (639-663).

This is Pakhomov’s opinion.

There are several important observations in Pakomov’s conception,
which should be accepted (he is credited with defining an additional circle on
the reverse of the unique coin of Berlin Museum. He also established that the
coins with full Georgian legend are the imitations of Khusrau II's drachm:s).

Although having some weak points, this theory was entirely accepted
in the numismatic literature.

What is our opinion regarding the coins struck in name of Stephanos?
We attribute both emissions to Stephanos I and date them by 593/595-600 (?).
This proposition is based both on studies of relevant material, and the
comparison of Georgian-Sassanian and original Sassanian drachms.

First, the attribution of one of the emissions to Stephanos II should be
completely rejected. There are some good arguments for this proposition.

As to Stephanos’ money with full Georgian inscription, they represent
the imitations of Khusrau II's drachms. This observation of Pakhomov is

undoubtful. However there is one question: which type of Khusrau II’s coins
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imitate the above coins? Only those coins which were struck in the first two
years of Khusrau II's reign (i.e 590/1-592).

During his reign Khusrau II mainly issued two types of coins. The first
coin type, dated by the first two years of his reign, by the depiction of shah
and his crown (also by other features), is absolutely identical with Ohrmazd
IV’s drachms. The only novelty Khusrau II introduced into his early coins
was a twofold circle on the obverse, and a threefold circle on the reverse. In
following years, Khusrau II completely changed his coin type. For example,
crown and bearded bust of the shah diametrically differed from the depiction
on Khusrau II's earlier drachms.

The question: is it possible to suggest that Stephanos II (mid-7®
century) imitated the money issued nearly half a century ago?! Obviously,
not. Stephanos II should have struck his coins according to Khusrau II's
money whose emission took place in the 20s of the 7% century. From a
numismatic point of view, it will be very difficult refute this argument.

Thus, Stephanos II should not figure on the list of the Georgian rulers
whose coins reached us.

To establish the chronology for the I and II emission struck in the
name of Stephanos, first, it is important to compare Ohrmazd IV’s and
Khusrau II's coins, struck in the first two years of his reign. They are
undoubtedly identical. The difference is in the number of circles: the
depictions of Ohrmazd IV’s coins both on the obverse and the reverse are
placed within a circle, whereas on the obverse of Khusrau II's coin there is a
twofold circle, on the reverse — a threefold one.

Now we will compare the above-described coins to Stephanos’ drachm
with an incomplete Georgian inscription. According to the type of the crown,
it is completely analogous with Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II's coins. Also,
through the circle depicted on the obverse, Stephanos’ coin imitates Ohrmazd
IV’s coin type, whereas on the reverse there is a novelty: a twofold circle. We
agree with Pakhomov’s proposition, according to which, the emission of these
coins should have taken place at the time when in Kartli there were Ohrmazd
IV’s coins, and Khusrau II's drachms were only entering into circulation. This
explains where a master could have taken an additional circle from. Thus,
these coins should have been struck after Ohrmazd IV, but in the first years
of Khusrau II's reign. If we take into account the fact that each new type of
original Sassanian coins needed a certain period of time to reach Georgia and
enter into circulation, the timing for the emission of this coin is probably
around 593, and not later than 595.

Lastly, we should compare Stephanos’ coins with full Georgian
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inscription with the original Sassanian drachms. It is obvious that the
Georgian coin imitates Khusrau II's drachm, struck in the first two years of
his reign (to this indicates the of crown, depiction of shah, number of circles
on obverse and reverse) and does not have any similarities with late drachms.
Conclusion: this coins was struck when the first type of Khusrau II's coins
was spread in the East Georgia, whereas the second one was about to enter
circulation. As it was already mentioned, the first type of Khusrau II’s
drachms were struck in 590/1-592. Were not five (or even more) years
enough for the coins to be sidely spread in East Georgia? Therefore we think
that the coins with full Georgian inscription should be dated by 595-600/602.

The above-given numismatic excursus makes it necessary to review
Vakhushti’s chronology (according to which Stephanos I was Kartli’s
erismtavari in 600-619).

The coins struck in name of Stephanos are of the latest period among
the Georgian-Sassanian drachms. Among them, the first, probably, are
Gurgen’s coins. There are six coins (3 — Berlin Museum, 1 — Hermitage, 2 —
Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) known in the scholarly literature and
struck in name of Gurgen. The drachms struck in the name of Gurgen are the
imitations of Ohrmazd IV’s coins. The only difference is the two Georgian

Asomtavruli letters (or monogram) on the obverse, above the shah’s
depiction: "LR (or their ligature), i.e. Gurgen. On the reverse there is a

distorted date which looks like a figure 7 (i.e. the seventh year of Ohrmazd
IV’s reign, 579+7= 586). Nevertheless, it does not mean that Gurgen’s coin
was struck exactly in the 7% year of Ohrmazd IV’s reign (it means that the
drachm of Kartli’s erismtavari was struck according to the coin dated by the
7% year of Ohrmazd IV’ reign). However, it clearly shows that issue of the
coins could not have taken place earlier than 586.

To Gurgen should also belong other rare coins (Berlin Museum — 1,

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1) with Georgian monogram, which can
be divided into two or three Asomtavruli figures: "|R and "hR"l. In the first

case the monogram is deciphered as Gurgen, in the second — as Vakhtang.
Since later Georgian coins, namely, Vakhtang III's drachms, dated by
1298/99, 1299/1300, have similar (but not the same) monogram, Pakhomov
suggested that on the above-given coins there is Vakhtang’s name.

Having closely compared palaeographically this monogram with the
inscription on the money struck in the name of Gurgen, it is clear, these are

undoubtedly identical through their graphics and content. On the coin in

question ", and k are simply linked to each other. If not this, it would be
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difficult to place another unknown erismtavari — Vakhtang (below we will
see that, according to numismatic material, between Gurgen and Stephanos
there is unknown, according to the written sources, erismtavari Juansher)
between Gurgen and Stephanos.

Who is the above Gurgen?

In the Georgian historiography Gurgen is identified with Guaram
mentioned in the Georgian written sources. According to Vakhushti (18* c.
Georgian historian), he ruled the country in 575-600.

The Georgian written sources belong to the later period, and in the
parallel foreign written sources there is mentioned not Guaram, but —
Gurgen.

Most probably, it is only Gurgen who is a real historical figure.

In our opinion, Gurgen should have struck his coins at the end of 589-
the spring of 590, when there was a commotion in Iran.

To this period should also belong a unique coin struck in the name of
Kartli’s erismtavari Jonber, or Juansher, who is otherwise unknown. The
above coin is identical to Gurgen’s money, except for one detail: the letters

above the depiction of the shah are replaced with two Asomtavruli figures:
XQ.

There are several versions of deciphering XQ (“Javakheti” — name of

the province, “jvaro” — cross in Georgian). However, we think, the letters
should be identified with Jonber-Juansher.

Thus, Jonber//Juansher is an unknown erismtavari according to the
written sources, who entered the historical stage for a short period of time
(one year or several months, which attests to the coin’s uniqueness).

The distorted date (and other details) on Jonber//Juansher’s coin attests
that this coin is an imitation of Gurgen’s drachm and not of the original
Sassanian coin. The emission should be dated by 590-591.

Khusrau II in either 590 or 591 with the help of the Emperor Maurice
marched against a “tyrant” Bahram Chobin and returned the throne in the
beginning of 591.

In spring of 591 a treaty was ratified between Byzantium and Iran.
Khusrau II had to concede on many issues to the Byzantines’ benefit. Thus,
Khusrau II gave up hegemony over the large part of Armenia and Kartli too.
Apart from that, Khusrau II allowed the Christians on the territory of Iran to
build the churches. Moreover, Christianity during Khusrau II's reign acquired
so many privileges that it even challenged Zoroastrianism within Iran itself.

The peace between the empires lasted for ten years.

In 591-593 should have been struck two types of anonymous series of
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Georgian-Sassanian coins: first — coins with the depiction of cross on the
obverse; second — coins with the depiction of cross on altar.

There are five coins per type which are existent (held in the Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia, and the Hermitage, 4+3; 1+2, respectively). One
more coin with the depiction of cross on altar was discovered in a large hoard
during the archaeological excavations on the territory of the ancient Babylon
in 1900.

The placing of cross on the Sassanian type coins was a revolutionary
act, and, most probably, meant more than just putting Georgian letters next to
the shah’s depiction (?). By this action Kartli overtly announced its national
interests. Moreover, Kartli’s radical erismtavari got rid of the holy fire —
emblem of Zoroastrianism — on the coin and demostratively replaced it with a
Christian emblem —cross. This could have happened only after Kartli was put
into the sphere of Byzantine hegemony, i.e. in 591 and afterwards.

If we remember the composition of the reverse of Stephanos’ coin —
cross on altar depicted in the same way as on one of the types of the
anonymous drachms — then a question arises about the attribution of the
anonymous coins with cross to Stephanos. In any case, anonymous coins with
the depiction of cross on altar only could have been struck by Stephanos (?).
This is attested by the common type of the reverses of the coins (cross on
altar).

Probably, the following happened: Stephanos, in the first phase of the
changement of the political conjuncture, just tried to test the overall
situation. On his coin, together with the shah’s depiction, he placed small
cross. This, most probably, should have happened in the first phase of the
peace agreement between Iran and Byzantium. Then he should have struck
anonymous coins with the depiction of cross on altar, and the drachms with
the Georgian legend.

It is noteworthy that G. Chubinashvili, while studying the most acute
problems of the Georgian art, took the year 590 as a starting date of
Stephanos’ reign. This seems to be true. It might not have happened in 590,
but in 591 (also worth noting is that, according to V. Jobadze, the reign of
Stephanos should be placed between 591 and 601), but, we think, at this stage
it does not have any critical importance.

The alternative variant for the coin group’s classification is as follows: 1.

personification of ruler and cross; 2. cross on both sides; 3. cross on altar; 4.

Gurgen’s name in ligature ,%; 5. the same but in abbreviation — "F; 6.

emission with Asomtavruli letters — XQ (=Juansher); 7. the hybrid of

Ohrmazd IV’s and Khusrau II’s earlier coins. Cross on altar and legend —
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LPRL (=Stephanos); 8. local realization of Khusrau Parvéz’s earlier drachms.

Cross on altar and legend — LBTIP/CRQL. The possible terminus post quem

non for this group is 586. The upper limit is much more defined — 592.

G. Chubinashvili found out that the construction of the Jvari
Monastery near Mtskheta began in the 90s of the 6* century. According to all
the features, issue of the coins with the depiction of cross, and the
construction of the Jvari Monastery are synchronous. By its political
significance (we do not discuss other aspects) these two events (construction
of the monastery and issue of the coin) have the same importance. Both of
them are imbued with the same political and ideological functions: overt
proclamation of the end of Zoroastrianism in Kartli, and of the apotheosis of

the Christian religion.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Drachm. 2,03 gr.-3,02 gr.

Date 595-600/602 or 592 (7).

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 3, QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne 1710,
QF. Ne 4059, QF. Ne 5870; Berlin Museum — 4; Hermitage — 2; Moscow State
Historical Museum — 1; British Museum — 1 (all the coins with unknown

place of finding).
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Imported coins

found in Georgia

Money circulation in East Georgia (5 c.-first half of the 7 c.)

5t c. Byzantine coins:
1. Emperor Theodosius II's (408-450) solidi were found in different times and
circumstances in the following sites of East Georgia: Telavi, Tetritskaro
district, Mtskheta, Tsinandali, Urbnisi — one coin per place. His copper coin
was found in Dmanisi; 2. solidus of Emperor Marcian’s (450-457) wife
Pulcheria was found in Dmanisi district; 3. Leo I's (457-474) solidi were
unearthed in Bolnisi district — 2, Khidistavi (Gori district) — 1, Akhalgori
district — 1; also, three imitations of his silver coins were found during the
archaeological excavations in Mtskheta.

The analysis of the topography of the spread of the Sassanian coins made
Ir. Jalaghania pinpoint several local districts in East Georgia where the
Iranian drachms played an especially important role. The districts are as

follows: Ertso-Tianeti, Mtskheta, Urbnisi, Kvemo Kartli, and Hereti.

The following Sassanian coins were found in Ertso-Tianeti:
1.In 1923 in Tolenji (Tianeti district) a hoard (71 pieces) was found,
consisting of the following coins: 1. Peroz I (459-484) — 2; 2. Balash (484-488)
— 2; 3. Kavadh I (488-496 and 498-531) — 60; 4. Djamasp (496-498) — 1; 5.
Khusrau I (531-579) — 6. The chronological frame for the hoard is 459-541.
The date for its burying — mid-6"c.
2.In 1924 in Simoniantkhevi village (Tianeti district) a hoard was found
which was subsequently lost except for 14 coins. They are as follows: 1. Peroz
I-1; 2. Kavadh I - 11; 3. Khusrau I —2. The chronological frame for the hoard
is 459-536. The date for this hoard’s burying is the mid-6 century.
3. In Gulelebi (Tianeti district) was found Peroz I's one drachm.
4.In 1968 in Maghraneti (Tianeti district) a mixed hoard was found
consisting of 19 coins, out of which 12 are the Sassanian drachms and the rest
— Byzantine hexagrams (silver coins). The Sassanian coins are divided as
follows: 1. Khusrau I — 2; 2. Ohrmazd IV (579-590) — 7; 3. Khusrau II (591-
628) — 3. The Byzantine coins were struck by Emperor Heraclius and his son
Heraclius Constantine after 615. The date for burying of the hoard is believed
to be the end of the first quarter of the 7 century.

Interesting is the fact of finding together the Sassanian coins and the
Byzantine hexagrams. This fact points to their co-circulation. Regarding this

issue, there is an interesting information in the scholarly literature: in 1904,
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in the old part of Tbilisi (namely Maidan), a mixed hoard of 700-800
Sassanian and Byzantine coins was found. The Sassanian coins were mostly
the drachms of Khusrau II (591-628), whereas the Byzantine ones were

hexagrams and belonged to Heraclius and his son Heraclius Constantine.

The Sassanian coins found in Mtskheta:

1. In 1930 in the outskirts of Mtskheta a hoard of 41 Sassanian drachms was
found. It consisted of Balash’s (484-488), Kavadh I's (488-496 and 498-531)
and Khusrau I's (531-579) coins. The chronological frame of the hoard is 484-
568. It should have been buried in the late 6% c.

2. Peroz I's one drachm was accidentally found in 1953.

3. In different years and different circumstances Kavadh I's four drachms
were found in the outskirts of Mtskheta.

4. In 1961 Ohrmazd IV’s (579-590) silver coin was found during the “Mta-
Kartli” archaeological excavations.

5. In the same place was found Khusrau II’s drachm.

Apart from this, we have information, that in 1827 a hoard of Sassanian
coins was found near Svetitskhoveli church. However, the main part of its

content was melted.

The Sassanian coins found in Urbnisi:

1. In 1956, during the archaeological excavations in Urbnisi, seven rustied
together coins were found. Through chemical analysis they turned out to be
Kavadh I's four and Khusrau I's three drachms.

2.In 1960 in Urbnisi a hoard consisting of 21 Sassanian silver coins was
found. All of them were struck in the name of Khusrau II. The earliest coin
from this hoard was struck in the second year of Khusrau II’s reign; the latest
one — in his 24" year. Thus, the chronological frame of the hoard is 591-613
and it should have been buried in the first quarter of the 7% c.

3. In 1960, during the archaeological excavations in Urbnisi, seven Sassanian
coins were found: Peroz I — 1, Kavadh I — 2, Khusrau I - 4.

4. In the same year a local resident accidentally found a hoard of eleven
Sassanian coins. All the coins were struck in the name of Khusrau II (591-
628).

5. In the same year, during the archaeological excavations in Urbnisi, another

drachm of Khusrau II was found.

The Sassanian coins found in Kvemo Kartli:
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1. In 1970 a hoard of 29 Sassanian coins struck in name of Peroz I (459-484)
was found in Bolnisi.

2. In the Santha village (Tsalka district) one drachm of Kavadh I (488-496 and
498-531) was found.

3. In the 1940s-1950s in the Sioni village (Marneuli district) one coin of
Khusrau I (531-579) was found.

The Sassanian coins found within the boundaries of the historical Hereti:

1. In 1939 in the outskirts of the Baisubani village (Lagodekhi district) a clay
pot with Sassanian silver coins was found. Subsequently, the whole hoard,
except for two coins, was dispersed. One of them belongs to Kavadh I, and
another to Ohrmazd IV (579-590).

2. In 1958 in the Vashlovani village (Lagodekhi district) another drachm of
Khusrau I was found.

3. In 1977 in the Ozaani village (Dedoplistskaro district) a large hoard of
Sassanian silver coins was found. Altogether 1278 coins were collected.
However, after their publication another 10 pieces were added to the
Numismatic Department of Simon Janashia State Museum of Georgia. 1268
coins are the Sassanian drachms, whereas 10 are the Byzantine hexagrams.
The coins are divided into: 1. Khusrau I — 96; 2. Ohrmazd IV — 743; 3.
Khusrau II — 429; 4. Heraclius and his son Heraclius Constantine (615-631) —
8; 5. Heraclius, Heraclius Constantine, Heraklonas (632-641) — 2. The
chronological frame of the Sassanian coins in the hoard covers almost one
century. The Byzantine hexagrams were struck in 615-641. The hoard was
buried most probably in mid-7® century. Finally we should touch upon the
issue of the mints. The coins of the above-mentioned hoard were struck in 42
mints (11 unidentified) of the Sassanian empire.

4.In 1970 in the Shroma village (Lagodekhi ditrict) another drachm of

Khusrau IT was found.

The Byzantine coins of the 6t c.-first half of the 7% c. found in East Georgia:
1. In 1940s in the outskirts of Noste (Kaspi district) Anastasius I's (491-518)
one copper coin was found.

2. In 1872, during the archaeological excavations in Mtskheta, a copper coin
of Justin I (518-527) was found.

3. The Dmanisi archaeological expedition found identical coin in 1936.

4. Identical coin was found in 1950 in Rustavi.

5. In 1959 in Urbnisi was found Justin I's copper coin.

6. Justin I's another copper coin was found in Thbilisi in 1961.
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7. In 1961, during the archaeological excavation in Mtskheta, a silver coin of
Justinian I (527-565) was found.

8. In 1961 in Mtskheta Maurice Tiberius’ (582-602) copper coin was found by
the “Mta-Kartli” expedition.

9. In 1902 in the outskirts of Mtskheta a silver coin was found, struck in name
of Heraclius (610-641) and his son Heraclius Constantine.

10. Among the coins found in 1936 in the Tsintskaro village (Tetritskaro
district) there was a hexagram struck in name of Heraclius and his son
Heraclius Constantine. Identical coin was found there in 1937.

11. In 1936 in Dmanisi a copper coin of Heraclius was found.

12. A silver coin struck in the name of Heraclius and his son Heraclius
Constantine was found during the archaeological excavations in Mtskheta in
1937.

13. In 1952 in the church of the Chandrebi village (Kareli district) a
hexagram of Heraclius and his son Heraclius Constantine was found.

14. In 1962 in the Zhebota village (Tianeti district) a copper coin of Heraclius

was found.

Money circulation in West Georgia in the 5®-7® cc.

Coins found in Pitius-Bichvinta:
The 5% century coins: Arcadius (395-408) — 8, Theodosius II (408-450) — 1,
and another one of his wife Eudocia (all of them are copper ones).

On the territory of Pitius there were found over 100 Byzantine copper
coins of the 6™ c., the majority of which were struck in the first half. The
coins are classified as follows: 1. Anastasius I — 5; 2. Justin I (518-527) — 72; 3.
Justinian I (527-565) — 15; 4. Justin II (565-578) — 4; 5. Maurice Tiberius (582-
602) — 4.

From a numismatic point of view, some coins found in Bichvinta are of
special interest. This primarily concerns the hoard (55 pieces) of 5 nummi
coins of Justin I found in 1961. Identical coins have not been found in any
other place in Georgia. In Bichvinta there were found separately 11 such
coins. According to literature, their total number is not large. The coins from
the Bichvinta hoard were most probably struck in the I and II workshops
(officina) of Constantinople mint.

It is worth noting that the majority of the coins found in Bichvinta were
struck in the Constantinopolitan mint (86 pieces). On the territory of Pitius
there were also found the coins struck in Antioch (Theopolis) (2), Nicomedia

(1), Carthage (1), and Thessalonica (2). It is the only time when the coins
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struck in Carthage and Thessalonica were found on Georgian soil. The same
can be said about the coins from Antioch which after the earthquake in 538

was renamed Theopolis.

The 5% c. Byzantine coins found in other parts of West Georgia:

1. In 1959 on the territory of the Sokhumi fortress a copper coin of Arcadius
(395-408) was found.

2. In 1903 on Gagra necropolis West Roman Emperor Honorius’ (395-426)
gold coin was found.

3. In 1937 in the Tskhumari village (Mestia district) two gold coins of Leo I
(457-474) and Anastasius I (491-518) were found.

The 6 c. Byzantine coins found in other parts of West Georgia:

1. The copper coins found in Sokhumi are classified as follows: Anastasius I —
2; Justin I — 1; Justinian I — 4.

2. The 6% century Byzantine coins were found in the surroundings of
Tsebelda (Gulripshi district) during archaeological excavations: Justinian I —
6, 2 of which are copper, 3 —silver, and 1 — gold.

3. The 6™ century Byzantine coins were found in Tsikhisdziri: 10-15 copper
coins of Anastasius I, Justin I and Justin II (565-578).

4. In 1903 in Ochamchire while working, allegedly, a pot full of Byzantine
coins was found.The composition of the hoard is very doubtful because of its
chronological frame (6%-11% cc.). It is impossible that the coins of such
different periods could have been placed together. Therefore, it should be
presumed, that before the hoard got to the museum (1957), its contents had
been mixed. Nevertheless, the hoard contains interesting coins from the 6™
century: Justin I (518-527) — 2; Justinian I (527-565) — 1; Justin II (565-578) —
2; Tiberius II (578-582) — 1; Maurice Tiberius (582-602) — 2. Eight coins
altogether.

The 6™ century Byzantine coins were also found in other parts of West
Georgia. Their classification is as follows (mainly without notification of time
of finding and circumstances): 1. one copper coin of Anastasius I (491-528)
found in Kutaisi; 2. Six coins (four solidi, one silver, and one copper) of Justin
I found in Nokalakevi (Senaki district), Zugdidi, and the outskirts of Batumi;
3. Justinian I's seven coins (three solidi, three copper, and one silver) found in
Psirtskha (Gudauta district), Chkhalta (Sokhumi district), New Athos,
Chkhorotsku and Poti; 4. Tiberius II's gold coin found in a hoard (see below)
in Chibati (Lanchkhuti district); 5. hoard of Maurice Tiberius’ 23 solidi found
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in 1930 during the archaeological excavations in Nokalakevi; 6. The 6%

century 6 copper coins found again in Nokalakevi.

The 7* century Byzantine coins found in West Georgia:

1. In 1958 in the village Chibati (Lanchkhuti district) a hoard of Byzantine
gold coins was found. Their classification is as follows: Tiberius II — 1,
Maurice Tiberius — 1, Phocas (602-610) — 107, Heraclius (610-641) — 14.

2. In the Odishi village (Zugdidi district) a hoard of 13 silver coins was found.
Their classifications is as follows: Maurice Tiberius — 2, Heraclius and
Heraclius Constantine — 11.

3. Emperor Phoca’s gold coin was found in 1927 in the Dranda village
(Sokhumi district).

4. In 1952-1953 in Bichvinta three copper coins of Heraclius were found.

5. Heraclius’ one gold coin was found in the village Chiora (Oni district).

6. In 1950 in the Koreti village (Sachkhere district) Heraclius’ hexagram was
found.

7. In 1940 in Didchkoni (Martvili district) a gold coin was found struck in the
name of Heraclius and his son Heraclius Constantine.

8. Constans II's (641-668) gold coin was found in the outskirts of Sokhumi.
9.In 1930 in the village Ghvankiti (Terjola district) a solidus of Constans II
was found.

10. In 1915 in the outskirts of Bichvinta Justinian II's (685-695) three gold

coins were found.

In Tsikhisdziri a hoard of the Sassanian coins was found, out of which only
three drachms got to the Batumi Museum. Their classification is as follows:
Kavadh I (488-496 and 498-531) — 2, Khusrau I (531-579) — 1. Another two
Sassanian drachms were found in Abkhazia: Kavadh I — 1, Khusrau II (591-
628) — 1.
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Group

Arabic dirhems struck at Tbilisi and their imitations

Type Subgroup: Umayyad dirhems
Description, Silver. Weight: sample of the private collection (published by M. G. Klat) —
picture 2,64 gr., sample of the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford — 2,77 gr., sample of the

Berlin Museum — 2,78 gr., sample of the National Museum of Qatar — 2,91 gr.
The weights range from 2,64 to 2,91 gr.

d=23-27.5 mm.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:
Al a8 Y foan g S/ Al Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.
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Around:

G g eed A (it aa all 138 Al

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 85 (=704).
Threefold circle of the dots around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in four lines:

2al 1S Al /oS al g algr al g /ol o] dacall /) aa) b

He is Allah the one, Allah the Eternal. He begot no one, nor was he begotten.
He has no associate.

Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O35S il o S 5l 5alS Gaall e o sedadl ol 0 5 5edl alus ) ) Jsm ) 2ane

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

Scholarly

commentary

“Arabic dirhems struck at Tbilisi and their imitations” is the name of a
coin group. The earliest among them are the Umayyad dirhems.

The 7% c. important political changes in the Middle East had their impact
on economy and money circulation. The Arabian Caliphate took control over
Iran and the Eastern provinces of Byzantine Empire. From the first half of the
81 century Arabs became dominant in Georgia.

The first Arabic coin of Tbilisi mint was struck in A.H. 85 (=704), during
the rule of “Abd al-Malik (685-705) and, as all other dirhems of Caliphate, it
was also anonymous. Four samples of Umayyad dirhems of Thbilisi mint are
known. One is kept in the Berlin Museum, next — in the National Museum of
Qatar, third one — in the Ashmolean Museum, and fourth one — in the private
collection. Hence in 704 Tbilisi was under Arabian control.

All agree that money issue at Thilisi in the 8" c. was political gesture
rather than economic measure. The coins were not proposed for intensive
circulation.

After that Tbilisi mint was not active for almost 125 years.

According to data, Tbilisi mint became active again in A.H. 210 (=825/26).
The first “Abbasid dirhem of Thbilisi mint is dated by this year.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y fors g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Arabic legend around it:

Oitile 5 e A Qualdhy s all 138 @ jua Al s

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 210
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(=825/26).

Twofold circle of the dots.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

A [J gy [2ana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O5S el oS 5l 5 alS aall oo jedadl Ball s 5 (3¢l Al J g ) 2anae

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

After that, during A.H. 211-247, more than 30 years passed and the coins
of Thilisi mint are still unknown. Further discoveries will reveal whether or
not these circumstances are accidental.

Six specimens of ‘Abbasid dirhems of Tbilisi mint struck in A.H. 248
(=862/63) are known: three of them are kept in the Hermitage, Saint-
Petersburg, two — in the Moscow State Historical Museum and one is kept in

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. Description of the coin is as follows:

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al i Y foan g /YN AN Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Arabic legend around it:

Oitile 5 ) 5 Ll A iy an Hall 138 (o jaia ) e

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Thbilisi in the year 248
(=862/63).

A linear circle and marginal legend:

A ety e gall = 8 Dagy gy (e g JB e Y A

Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

Al Gaisall 40 [ g ) [rana [ A

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Musta‘in bi-llah.

Twofold linear circle around and the Arabic legend:

OS el oS 5l g alS aall Slo o sedadl Ball s 5 (s3elly Al J gy danae

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.
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After that the "Abbasid dirhems of Tbilisi mint bear the name of Caliph.
Date of issue is changed every time and the Islamic formulas are mainly

repeated. The table below presents list of the principal issues struck in A.H.

249-335 in the name of the "Abbasid Caliphs at Tbilisi mint.

Caliph Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Musta'in  bi- | 3,06 gr. silver AH. 249
llah (=863/64)
al-Musta‘in ~ bi- silver A.H. 250
l1ah (=864/65)
al-Mu‘tadid  bi- silver A.H. 287 (=900)
llah
al-Muktafi bi-llah | =2,96- d=25 mm. silver A.H. 294

3,62 gr. (=906/7)
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,3 gr. d=26-27 silver AH. 297
llah and Abu’l- mm. (=909/10)
‘Abbas
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,24 gr. | d=26-27 silver A.H. 298
llah and [Abu’l- mm. (=910/11)
‘Abbas]
Without 3,2 gr. d=23 mm. silver A H. 3047
description (=916/17)
Without silver A.H. 306
description (=918/19)
al-Muktadir  bi- d=24 mm. silver A.H. 307
llah and Abu’l- (=919/20)
‘Abbas
al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,90- d=23,5 mm. | silver A.H. 311
llah 2,95 gr. (=923/24)
al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,06- d=23-24 silver A.H. 312
l1ah 3,43 gr. | mm. (=924/25)
Without silver A.H. 314
description (=926/27)
Without silver A.H. 321
description (=932/33)
al-Radi bi-llah silver A.H. 323
(=934/35)
al-Muttaki li-1lah d=~24 mm. silver A.H. 330
(=941/42)
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al-Muttaki li-llah | 2,75- d=25 mm. silver A H.

2,85 gr. 331(=942/43)
Without silver A.H. 332
description (=943/44)
al-Mustakfi  bi- silver A.H. 333/4
llah (=944/46)
al-Muti® li-llah silver A.H.

335(=946/47)

Emir of Tbilisi was the governor who issued the coins in the name of
"Abbasid Caliphs. The office of emir was established in East Georgia from the
mid-8® century. Three dynasties of Tbilisi emirs are known: Shu‘aybids,
Shaybanids and Ja'farids. The first two issued the coins only in the name of
the Caliphs, that meant their complete loyalty to the central government.

The representatives of Ja'farid dynasty struck the coins in their own name.
Their dirhems show the date, when the struggle for the independence of
Thilisi emirate was finished; also — the genealogical tree of Ja'farid dynasty
(ex. names of Mansur ibn Ja'far and Ja'far ibn Mansiir are known only from
the coins).

Arabian dynasty of the Ja'farids (Bant Ja‘far) was established approx. in
the 80s of the 9% century and ruled Thilisi for two centuries.

The first emir of the Ja'farid dynasty striking coin is Mansir ibn Ja'far.

Obverse:

Central Arabic legend in three lines:

A el )5 Y foan s Y AN Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Around it:

LS 5 s ) g (A A iy aa Hall 138 G paia Al

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Thbilisi in the year 342
(=953/54).

Marginal legend:

A ety gia gall = 8 Dagy g2y (e g JB e Y A

Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Twofold linear circle.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

D () s [ alad) [4 J g yfrena [0

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Muti" li-llah. Manstr ibn

Ja'far.
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Twofold linear circle, and Arabic legend outside it:

O3S sl o )8 o) g alS cpall e o jedad Ball (g 5 (53l alu )l Al Jsus ) 2ena

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

The table below presents all the principal coin issues of A.H. 342-418,

struck in the name of the Ja‘farid emirs of Tbilisi.

Caliph; Emir Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Muti" li-llah; | 3,53 gr. | d=29-31 mm. silver AH. 342
Mansar ibn (=953/54)
Ja'far
al-Muti® li-llah; | =2,5- d=30-31 mm. silver A.H. 343
Mansir ibn 3,12 gr. (=954/55)
Ja'far
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,76- d=28 mm. silver A.H. 364
Ja'far ibn 3,51 gr. (=974/75)
Mansar
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,67 gr. | d=29 mm. silver A.H. 366
Ja'far ibn (=976/77)
Manstr
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =2,18 d=19-20 mm. silver A.H. 367
Ja'far ibn gr. (=977/78)
Manstr
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,10- d=26-28 mm. silver A.H. 370
Ja'far ibn 3,04 gr. (=980/81)
Mansar
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =3,84- d=27-28 mm. silver A.H. 386
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 4,62 gr. (=996/97)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | 4,12 gr. | d=23 mm. silver A.H. 394
“Ali ibn Ja'far (=1003/4) or
A.H. 404
(=1013/14)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,4- d=22-28 mm. silver A.H. 413
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 5,29 gr. plated (=1022/23)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,94- | d=23-27 mm. silver A.H. 418
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 6,36 gr. plated (=1027/28)

264




Probably, the coins were struck also by the feudal houses of Shida Kartli
region in East Georgia. These coins are known as Georgian imitations to
Arabic dirhems. Chronologically and typologically, these silver pieces are
closely related to ‘Abbasid and Ja'farid dirhems of Tbilisi mint.

A large number of Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems was found.

Minor differences between those samples lead to general description:

Obverse: Distorted Arabic legends, twofold linear circle or twofold circle of
the dots.
Reverse: Distorted Arabic legends, and circle. Some scholars see there the

Georgian letters too.

Bagrat III’s (975-1014) coin also imitates the Arabic dirhems. This unique
piece was found in 1863 in the surroundings of Thilisi. It was bought by .

Bartholomei and sent to Hermitage. The description of this coin is as follows:

Half drama. Weight — 1,78 gr.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y fors g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.
Distorted Arabic legend around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend:

A J sy dana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Georgian Asomtavruli legend in
abbreviation aroud it: +MCOMYTSRPTPELGTI TP (Christ, exalt Bagrat,
king of the Abkhasians).

In 975 Bagrat became king in Shida Kartli. In 978 he is also king of the
Abkhasians (i.e. West Georgia). Bagrat left his mother, Gurandukht, in Kartli
and himself moved to West Georgia. But when the king decided to return
back, the local nobles tried to resist him. Bagrat III restored his rights in
Kartli. It happened in 980. Perhaps, in the same year he issued his coin at his
residence in Kartli — Uplistsikhe. If Bagrat struck the coin later, then he had
to have the titles like Kuropalates, king of the Kartvelians, Ranians and
Kakhetians (Rani and Kakheti are very Eastern provinces of Georgia).

The synthesis of the type (Arabic dirhem, popular in East Georgia) and
legend (“... king of the Abkhasians...”, i.e. West Georgia) attests to political
unity with Bagrat III as a king.
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Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Dirhem.

Date 704.

Collection Private collection (published by M. G. Klat) — 1 sample, Ashmolean Museum,

Oxford — 1 sample, Berlin Museum — 1 sample, National Museum of Qatar — 1

sample.
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Group Arabic dirhems struck at Tbilisi and their imitations

Type Subgroup: "Abbasid dirhems
Description, Silver.
picture

1. al-Musta‘in bi-llah. A.H. 248 (=862/63); 2. al-Muktafi bi-llah. A.H. 294
(=906/7); 3. al-Muktadir bi-llah. A.H. 312 (=924/25); 4. al-Muttaki li-llah.
A.H. 331(=942/43)
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Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y fors g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Arabic legend around it:

cribe 5 e A Gl an all 138 oy A1) ans

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 210
(=825/26).

Twofold circle of the dots.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

A [J gy [2ana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O5S sl o S 5l g alS aall Slo o sedadl Ball s 5 (s3elly Al J gy 2anae

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

Silver. Weights range from ~2,84 gr. to 4,36 gr. d=26 0.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y fors g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Arabic legend around it:

Ofle 5 ()l 5 Ol A iy a8 )l 138 0 jda ) sy

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Thbilisi in the year 248
(=862/63).

A linear circle and marginal legend:

Al peals G siasall 758 D 5 3 e 5 I e Y1 &0

Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

Al el [l [J g ) [2ana [ &0

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Musta‘in bi-1lah.

Twofold linear circle around and the Arabic legend:

O35S sl o S gl 5alS Goall e o sedadl Badl 02 5 526dl Al J gy 2ana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.
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After that the "Abbasid dirhems of Tbilisi mint bear the name of Caliph.
Date of issue is changed every time and the Islamic formulas are mainly
repeated. The table below in scholarly commentary presents list of the
principal issues struck in A.H. 249-335 in the name of the "Abbasid Caliphs at

Thbilisi mint.

Scholarly

commentary

“Arabic dirhems struck at Tbilisi and their imitations” is the name of a
coin group. The earliest among them are the Umayyad dirhems. Afterwards
‘Abbasid dirhems were issued at Tbilisi.

The 7% c. important political changes in the Middle East had their impact
on economy and money circulation. The Arabian Caliphate took control over
Iran and the Eastern provinces of Byzantine Empire. From the first half of the
81 century Arabs became dominant in Georgia.

The first Arabic coin of Tbilisi mint was struck in A.H. 85 (=704), during
the rule of “Abd al-Malik (685-705) and, as all other dirhems of Caliphate, it
was also anonymous. Four samples of Umayyad dirhems of Tbilisi mint are
known. One is kept in the Berlin Museum, next — in the National Museum of
Qatar, third one — in the Ashmolean Museum, and fourth one — in the private

collection. Hence in 704 Tbilisi was under Arabian control.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 55 Y foas s AN DY

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Around:

G g eed A (pualdty aa all 138 Al

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 85 (=704).
Threefold circle of the dots around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in four lines:

aal 1S Al [0S ol 5 2l al 5 /ol ol decall /il 2a)

He is Allah the one, Allah the Eternal. He begot no one, nor was he begotten.
He has no associate.

Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O35S il o S 5l 5alS Gl e o jedadl ol 0 5 526l alus ) ) Jsm ) 2ane

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

All agree that money issue at Tbilisi in the 8* c. was political gesture
rather than economic measure. The coins were not proposed for intensive

circulation.
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After that Tbilisi mint was not active for almost 125 years.

According to data, Tbilisi mint became active again in A.H. 210 (=825/26).
The first “Abbasid dirhem of Tbilisi mint is dated by this year.

After that, during A.H. 211-247, more than 30 years passed and the coins
of Tbilisi mint are still unknown. Further discoveries will reveal whether or
not these circumstances are accidental.

Six specimens of "Abbasid dirhems of Tbilisi mint struck in A.H. 248
(=862/63) are known: three of them are kept in the Hermitage, Saint-
Petersburg, two — in the Moscow State Historical Museum and one is kept in
Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.

After that the "Abbasid dirhems of Tbilisi mint bear the name of Caliph.
Date of issue is changed every time and the Islamic formulas are mainly
repeated. The table below presents list of the principal issues struck in A.H.
249-335 in the name of the "Abbasid Caliphs at Tbilisi mint.

Caliph Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Musta'in  bi- | 3,06 gr. silver AH. 249
llah (=863/64)
al-Musta‘in ~ bi- silver A.H. 250
llah (=864/65)
al-Mu‘tadid  bi- silver A.H. 287 (=900)
llah
al-Muktafi bi-llah | =2,96- d=25 mm. silver A.H. 294

3,62 gr. (=906/7)
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,3 gr. d=26-27 silver AH. 297
llah and Abu’l- mm. (=909/10)
‘Abbas
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,24 gr. | d=26-27 silver A.H. 298
llah and [Abu’l- mm. (=910/11)
"Abbas]
Without 3,2 gr. d=23 mm. silver A H. 3047
description (=916/17)
Without silver A.H. 306
description (=918/19)
al-Muktadir  bi- d=24 mm. silver A.H. 307
llah and Abu’l- (=919/20)
‘Abbas
al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,90- d=23,5 mm. | silver A.H. 311
llah 2,95 gr. (=923/24)
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al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,06- d=23-24 silver A.H. 312
l1ah 3,43 gr. | mm. (=924/25)
Without silver A.H. 314
description (=926/27)
Without silver A.H. 321
description (=932/33)
al-Radi bi-llah silver A.H. 323
(=934/35)
al-Muttaki li-1lah d=~24 mm. silver A.H. 330
(=941/42)
al-Muttaki li-llah | 2,75- d=~25 mm. silver A H.
2,85 gr. 331(=942/43)
Without silver A.H. 332
description (=943/44)
al-Mustakfi  bi- silver A H. 333/4
llah (=944/46)
al-Muti® li-llah silver A.H.
335(=946/47)

Emir of Tbilisi was the governor who issued the coins in the name of
‘Abbasid Caliphs. The office of emir was established in East Georgia from the
mid-8® century. Three dynasties of Tbilisi emirs are known: Shu‘aybids,
Shaybanids and Ja'farids. The first two issued the coins only in the name of
the Caliphs, that meant their complete loyalty to the central government.

The representatives of Ja'farid dynasty struck the coins in their own name.
Their dirhems show the date, when the struggle for the independence of
Thilisi emirate was finished; also — the genealogical tree of Ja'farid dynasty
(ex. names of Mansar ibn Ja'far and Ja'far ibn Mansir are known only from
the coins).

Arabian dynasty of the Ja'farids (Bana Ja'far) was established approx. in
the 80s of the 9% century and ruled Thilisi for two centuries.

The first emir of the Ja'farid dynasty striking coin is Manstr ibn Ja'far.

Obverse:

Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y foan s &N A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.
Around it:

LG 5 amy ) 5 A A iy aa Hall 138 G paa Al

271




In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Thbilisi in the year 342
(=953/54).

Marginal legend:

A el ¢ siesall 7 8 Ma sy 522 (e 5 J8 (e e

Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Twofold linear circle.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

Jxa () geaie [d ghaal) A J gy 2ena [d

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Muti" li-llah. Manstr ibn
Ja'far.

Twofold linear circle, and Arabic legend outside it:

O5S el o S gl g alS cpall (o o jedadd Ball cpa 5 saells abu )l Jsm ) dana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

The table below presents all the principal coin issues of A.H. 342-418,

struck in the name of the Ja‘farid emirs of Tbilisi.

Caliph; Emir Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Muti" li-llah; | 3,53 gr. | d=29-31 mm. silver AH. 342
Mansir ibn (=953/54)
Ja'far

al-Muti® li-11ah; | =2,5- d=30-31 mm. silver A.H. 343
Mansir ibn 3,12 gr. (=954/55)
Ja'far

at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,76- d=28 mm. silver A.H. 364
Ja'far ibn 3,51 gr. (=974/75)
Mansar

at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,67 gr. | d=29 mm. silver A.H. 366
Ja'far ibn (=976/77)
Mansar

at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =2,18 d=19-20 mm. silver A.H. 367
Ja'far ibn gr. (=977/78)
Manstr

at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,10- d=26-28 mm. silver A.H. 370
Ja'far ibn 3,04 gr. (=980/81)
Manstr
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at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =3,84- d=27-28 mm. silver A.H. 386
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 4,62 gr. (=996/97)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | 4,12 gr. | d=23 mm. silver A.H. 394
‘Ali ibn Ja'far (=1003/4) or
A.H. 404
(=1013/14)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,4- d=22-28 mm. silver A.H. 413
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 5,29 gr. plated (=1022/23)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,94- | d=23-27 mm. silver A.H. 418
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 6,36 gr. plated (=1027/28)

Probably, the coins were struck also by the feudal houses of Shida Kartli
region in East Georgia. These coins are known as Georgian imitations to
Arabic dirhems. Chronologically and typologically, these silver pieces are
closely related to “Abbasid and Ja'farid dirhems of Tbilisi mint.

A large number of Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems was found.

Minor differences between those samples lead to general description:

Obverse: Distorted Arabic legends, twofold linear circle or twofold circle of
the dots.
Reverse: Distorted Arabic legends, and circle. Some scholars see there the

Georgian letters too.

Bagrat III’s (975-1014) coin also imitates the Arabic dirhems. This unique
piece was found in 1863 in the surroundings of Thilisi. It was bought by I.

Bartholomei and sent to Hermitage. The description of this coin is as follows:

Half drama. Weight — 1,78 gr.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:
Al 55 Y foas s AN DY

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.
Distorted Arabic legend around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend:

A J sy dana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Georgian Asomtavruli legend in
abbreviation aroud it: $+"TCOMYNHRCTPEbGTI TP (Christ, exalt Bagrat,
king of the Abkhasians).
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In 975 Bagrat became king in Shida Kartli. In 978 he is also king of the
Abkhasians (i.e. West Georgia). Bagrat left his mother, Gurandukht, in Kartli
and himself moved to West Georgia. But when the king decided to return
back, the local nobles tried to resist him. Bagrat III restored his rights in
Kartli. It happened in 980. Perhaps, in the same year he issued his coin at his
residence in Kartli — Uplistsikhe. If Bagrat struck the coin later, then he had
to have the titles like Kuropalates, king of the Kartvelians, Ranians and
Kakhetians (Rani and Kakheti are very Eastern provinces of Georgia).

The synthesis of the type (Arabic dirhem, popular in East Georgia) and
legend (“... king of the Abkhasians...”, i.e. West Georgia) attests to political
unity with Bagrat III as a king.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Dirhem.

Date 825/26-946/47.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 13 samples, GF. (Fund of Treasury,

Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe 1711-1712,
QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°1572, QF. NeNe4060-4069; Hermitage — 14
samples, ex. N°1339, Ne1360, NeNe2226-2227, Ne2397, NeNe2448-2449,
NeNe2540-2541, Ne4551, NeNe15510-15511; Moscow State Historical Museum —
3 samples; National Museum of History of Azerbaijan — 1 sample, Ne5320;
Berlin Museum — 3 samples; British Museum — 2 samples; National Library of
France, Paris — 1 sample; University of Helsinki — 1 sample; Collection of

American Numismatic Society — 1 sample; Private collection — 1 sample.
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Group Arabic dirhems struck at Tbilisi and their imitations

Type Subgroup: dirhems of Ja'farid emirs of Thbilisi
Description, Silver.
picture

1. Mansar ibn Ja'far. A.H. 343 (=954/55); 2. Ja'far ibn Mansar. A.H. 367
(=977/78); 3. "Ali ibn Ja'far. A.H. 386 (=996/97).

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y foan gAY AN Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Around it:

B 5 ) 5 B R i aa al) 138 Gy i)

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 342
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(=953/54).

Marginal legend:

Al sy G siasall 58 D 5 3 e 5 I e Y1 &0

Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Twofold linear circle.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

Jxa () geaie [d ghaal) A J gy 2ena [d

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Muti" li-llah. Manstr ibn
Ja'far.

Twofold linear circle, and Arabic legend outside it:

O3S il o )8 o) g alS cpall e o jedad Ball (g 5 (53¢l Al )l Al Jsus ) 2ena

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

After that name of the Caliphs and emirs, also date of issue are changed
and the Islamic formulas are mainly repeated. The table below in scholarly
commentary presents list of the principal issues struck in A.H. 342-418 in the

name of Ja'farid emirs at Tbilisi mint.

Scholarly

commentary

“Arabic dirhems struck at Tbilisi and their imitations” is the name of a
coin group. The earliest among them are the Umayyad dirhems.
Chronologically they are followed by ‘Abbasid dirhems, and afterwards
dirhems of Ja'farid emirs of Tbilisi were issued.

The 7% c. important political changes in the Middle East had their impact
on economy and money circulation. The Arabian Caliphate took control over
Iran and the Eastern provinces of Byzantine Empire. From the first half of the
8% century Arabs became dominant in Georgia.

The first Arabic coin of Tbilisi mint was struck in A.H. 85 (=704), during
the rule of ‘Abd al-Malik (685-705) and, as all other dirhems of Caliphate, it
was also anonymous. Four samples of Umayyad dirhems of Tbilisi mint are
known. One is kept in the Berlin Museum, next — in the National Museum of
Qatar, third one — in the Ashmolean Museum, and fourth one — in the private

collection. Hence in 704 Tbilisi was under Arabian control.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:
Al 5 Y foas g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.
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Around:

Oiad 5 nad A s a5 138 oy ) oy

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 85 (=704).
Threefold circle of the dots around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in four lines:

aal 1S Al [0S ol 5 g al 5 /ol ol dacall /il 2a)

He is Allah the one, Allah the Eternal. He begot no one, nor was he begotten.
He has no associate.

Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O35S il o S 5l 5alS Gl e o jedadl ol 0 5 52edl alus ) ) J s ) 2ane

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

All agree that money issue at Tbilisi in the 8* c. was political gesture
rather than economic measure. The coins were not proposed for intensive
circulation.

After that Tbilisi mint was not active for almost 125 years.

According to data, Tbilisi mint became active again in A.H. 210 (=825/26).
The first “Abbasid dirhem of Tbilisi mint is dated by this year.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 55 Y foas s AN DY

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Arabic legend around it:

orile 5 e R uldty an ) 138 (o pum i) ans

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 210
(=825/26).

Twofold circle of the dots.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

A [J gy [2030

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O5S el o S 5l g alS cpall (oo pedadl Ball 0 5 3ellh bl Jsm) 2ena

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

After that, during A.H. 211-247, more than 30 years passed and the coins

of Thilisi mint are still unknown. Further discoveries will reveal whether or
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not these circumstances are accidental.

Six specimens of ‘Abbasid dirhems of Tbilisi mint struck in A.H. 248
(=862/63) are known: three of them are kept in the Hermitage, Saint-
Petersburg, two — in the Moscow State Historical Museum and one is kept in

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. Description of the coin is as follows:

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al i Y foan g /YN AN Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Arabic legend around it:

Oitile 5 ) 5 Ll A iy an Hall 138 (o jaia ) e

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Thbilisi in the year 248
(=862/63).

A linear circle and marginal legend:

Al sy G siasall 758 Jam 5 3 e 5 JB e V) &0

Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Musta‘in bi-1lah.

Twofold linear circle around and the Arabic legend:

OsS pdall o S 5l 5 alS aall Slo o sedadl Ball s 5 (s3elly Al J gy 2anae

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

After that the "Abbasid dirhems of Thbilisi mint bear the name of Caliph.
Date of issue is changed every time and the Islamic formulas are mainly

repeated. The table below presents list of the principal issues struck in A.H.
249-335 in the name of the "Abbasid Caliphs at Tbilisi mint.

Caliph Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Musta'in ~ bi- | 3,06 gr. silver AH. 249
llah (=863/64)
al-Musta'in  bi- silver A.H. 250
llah (=864/65)
al-Mu‘tadid  bi- silver A.H. 287 (=900)
llah
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al-Muktafi bi-llah | =2,96- d=25 mm. silver A.H. 294
3,62 gr. (=906/7)
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,3 gr. d=26-27 silver AH. 297
llah and Abu’l- mm. (=909/10)
‘Abbas
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,24 gr. | d=26-27 silver A.H. 298
llah and [Abu’l- mm. (=910/11)
‘Abbas]
Without 3,2 gr. d=23 mm. silver A H. 3047
description (=916/17)
Without silver A.H. 306
description (=918/19)
al-Muktadir  bi- d=24 mm. silver A.H. 307
llah and Abu’l- (=919/20)
‘Abbas
al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,90- d=23,5 mm. | silver A.H. 311
llah 2,95 gr. (=923/24)
al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,06- d=23-24 silver A.H. 312
l1ah 3,43 gr. | mm. (=924/25)
Without silver A.H. 314
description (=926/27)
Without silver A.H. 321
description (=932/33)
al-Radi bi-llah silver A.H. 323
(=934/35)
al-Muttaki li-1lah d=~24 mm. silver A.H. 330
(=941/42)
al-Muttaki li-llah | 2,75- d=~25 mm. silver A H.
2,85 gr. 331(=942/43)
Without silver A.H. 332
description (=943/44)
al-Mustakfi  bi- silver A H. 333/4
llah (=944/46)
al-Muti® li-llah silver A.H.
335(=946/47)

Emir of Tbilisi was the governor who issued the coins in the name of
‘Abbasid Caliphs. The office of emir was established in East Georgia from the

mid-8" century. Three dynasties of Tbilisi emirs are known: Shu'aybids,
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Shaybanids and Ja'farids. The first two issued the coins only in the name of
the Caliphs, that meant their complete loyalty to the central government.

The representatives of Ja'farid dynasty struck the coins in their own name.
Their dirhems show the date, when the struggle for the independence of
Thilisi emirate was finished; also — the genealogical tree of Ja'farid dynasty
(ex. names of Mansur ibn Ja'far and Ja'far ibn Mansir are known only from
the coins).

Arabian dynasty of the Ja'farids (Bant Ja‘far) was established approx. in
the 80s of the 9% century and ruled Thilisi for two centuries.

The first emir of the Ja'farid dynasty striking coin is Mansiir ibn Ja'far.

The table below presents all the principal coin issues of A.H. 342-418,

struck in the name of the Ja‘farid emirs of Tbilisi.

Caliph; Emir Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Muti" li-llah; | 3,53 gr. | d=29-31 mm. silver AH. 342
Mansar ibn (=953/54)
Ja'far
al-Muti® li-llah; | =2,5- d=30-31 mm. silver A.H. 343
Mansir ibn 3,12 gr. (=954/55)
Ja'far
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,76- d=28 mm. silver A.H. 364
Ja'far ibn 3,51 gr. (=974/75)
Manstr
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,67 gr. | d=29 mm. silver A.H. 366
Ja'far ibn (=976/77)
Manstr
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =2,18 d=19-20 mm. silver A.H. 367
Ja'far ibn gr. (=977/78)
Manstr
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,10- d=26-28 mm. silver A.H. 370
Ja'far ibn 3,04 gr. (=980/81)
Mansar
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =3,84- | d=27-28 mm. silver A.H. 386
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 4,62 gr. (=996/97)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | 4,12 gr. | d=23 mm. silver A.H. 39%4
“Ali ibn Ja'far (=1003/4) or
A H. 404
(=1013/14)
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al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,4- d=22-28 mm. silver A.H. 413
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 5,29 gr. plated (=1022/23)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,94- d=23-27 mm. silver A H. 418
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 6,36 gr. plated (=1027/28)

Probably, the coins were struck also by the feudal houses of Shida Kartli
region in East Georgia. These coins are known as Georgian imitations to
Arabic dirhems. Chronologically and typologically, these silver pieces are
closely related to “Abbasid and Ja'farid dirhems of Tbilisi mint.

A large number of Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems was found.

Minor differences between those samples lead to general description:

Obverse: Distorted Arabic legends, twofold linear circle or twofold circle of
the dots.
Reverse: Distorted Arabic legends, and circle. Some scholars see there the

Georgian letters too.

Bagrat IIT’s (975-1014) coin also imitates the Arabic dirhems. This unique
piece was found in 1863 in the surroundings of Thilisi. It was bought by L.

Bartholomei and sent to Hermitage. The description of this coin is as follows:

Half drama. Weight — 1,78 gr.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y foas g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.
Distorted Arabic legend around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend:

A J sy dana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Georgian Asomtavruli legend in
abbreviation aroud it: +MCOMYTSPCTPELGTI TP (Christ, exalt Bagrat,
king of the Abkhasians).

In 975 Bagrat became king in Shida Kartli. In 978 he is also king of the
Abkhasians (i.e. West Georgia). Bagrat left his mother, Gurandukht, in Kartli
and himself moved to West Georgia. But when the king decided to return
back, the local nobles tried to resist him. Bagrat III restored his rights in
Kartli. It happened in 980. Perhaps, in the same year he issued his coin at his
residence in Kartli — Uplistsikhe. If Bagrat struck the coin later, then he had
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to have the titles like Kuropalates, king of the Kartvelians, Ranians and
Kakhetians (Rani and Kakheti are very Eastern provinces of Georgia).

The synthesis of the type (Arabic dirhem, popular in East Georgia) and
legend (“... king of the Abkhasians...”, i.e. West Georgia) attests to political
unity with Bagrat III as a king.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Dirhem.

Date 953/54-1027/28.

Collection Mansir ibn Ja'far: Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 2 samples, GF. (Fund

of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia)
Ne5128, QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection,
Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne4070; Hermitage — 2 samples,
NeNe6591-6592; Moscow State Historical Museum — 1 sample. Ja'far ibn
Mansir: Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 2 samples, GF. Ne10437, QF.
Ne4071; Hermitage — 5 samples, N23686, NeN26593-6996. “Ali ibn Jafar: Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia — 440 samples, ex. GF. NeNe8252-8547, GF.
NeNe16928-17031, GF. NeNe18786-18795, GF. NeNe20807-20818, GF.
NeNe22470-22478, QF. N°5129, QF. NeNe5885-86; The Pushkin State Museum
of Fine Arts, Moscow — 17 samples, ex. Ne199983, Ne199985, Ne199993,
Ne199995; Moscow State Historical Museum — 4 samples; Hermitage — 3
samples; History Museum of Armenia, Yerevan — 1 sample, N°13896;

Collection of American Numismatic Society — 1 sample.
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Group

Arabic dirhems struck at Tbilisi and their imitations

Type Subgroup: Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems
Description, Silver.
picture Weights range from 1,2 to 2,78 gr.

d=21-26 mm.
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Obverse: Distorted Arabic legends, twofold linear circle or twofold circle of
the dots.

Reverse: Distorted Arabic legends, and circle. Some scholars see there the

Georgian letters too.

Scholarly

commentary

“Arabic dirhems struck at Tbilisi and their imitations” is the name of a
coin group. The earliest among them are the Umayyad dirhems.
Chronologically they are followed by ‘Abbasid dirhems and dirhems of
Ja'farid emirs of Tbilisii Then Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems
appeared.

The 7% c. important political changes in the Middle East had their impact
on economy and money circulation. The Arabian Caliphate took control over
Iran and the Eastern provinces of Byzantine Empire. From the first half of the
8% century Arabs became dominant in Georgia.

The first Arabic coin of Tbilisi mint was struck in A.H. 85 (=704), during
the rule of ‘Abd al-Malik (685-705) and, as all other dirhems of Caliphate, it
was also anonymous. Four samples of Umayyad dirhems of Tbilisi mint are
known. One is kept in the Berlin Museum, next — in the National Museum of
Qatar, third one — in the Ashmolean Museum, and fourth one — in the private

collection. Hence in 704 Tbilisi was under Arabian control.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y foas g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Around:

i s aad s i aa ) 138 o puia 4l

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 85 (=704).
Threefold circle of the dots around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in four lines:

2al 1S Al /oS al g algr al g /ol o] dacall [l aal b

He is Allah the one, Allah the Eternal. He begot no one, nor was he begotten.
He has no associate.

Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O5S el o S gl g alS cpall (o o jedadd Ball 0 5 saelly abu ) Al Jsms ) dana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

All agree that money issue at Thilisi in the 8" c. was political gesture
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rather than economic measure. The coins were not proposed for intensive
circulation.

After that Tbilisi mint was not active for almost 125 years.

According to data, Tbilisi mint became active again in A.H. 210 (=825/26).
The first “Abbasid dirhem of Tbilisi mint is dated by this year.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 55 Y foas s AN DY

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Arabic legend around it:

e 5 e R uldty an ) 138 (o pum i) ans

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 210
(=825/26).

Twofold circle of the dots.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

A [J sy [2ana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O35S il o S 5l 5 alS Gl e o jedadl Badl 0 5 5ell Al J gy 2ene

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

After that, during A.H. 211-247, more than 30 years passed and the coins
of Tbilisi mint are still unknown. Further discoveries will reveal whether or
not these circumstances are accidental.

Six specimens of "Abbasid dirhems of Tbilisi mint struck in A.H. 248
(=862/63) are known: three of them are kept in the Hermitage, Saint-
Petersburg, two — in the Moscow State Historical Museum and one is kept in

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. Description of the coin is as follows:

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y fors g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Arabic legend around it:

Qﬁﬁujoﬁ)\Jqu&u&M»JJ\ Jaa g._,);,‘m\eug

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Thbilisi in the year 248
(=862/63).

A linear circle and marginal legend:

Al ey G 5iasall 58 D 5 30 (e 5 B e WY1 A
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Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

Al Gaisall 40 [ g ) [rana [ A

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Musta‘in bi-1lah.

Twofold linear circle around and the Arabic legend:

OsS pdall oS 5l 5 alS aall Slo o sedadl Ball s 5 (3¢l Al J g ) dane

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

After that the "Abbasid dirhems of Thbilisi mint bear the name of Caliph.
Date of issue is changed every time and the Islamic formulas are mainly
repeated. The table below presents list of the principal issues struck in A.H.
249-335 in the name of the "Abbasid Caliphs at Tbilisi mint.

Caliph Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Musta'in  bi- | 3,06 gr. silver AH. 249
llah (=863/64)
al-Musta‘in ~ bi- silver A.H. 250
llah (=864/65)
al-Mu‘tadid  bi- silver A.H. 287 (=900)
llah
al-Muktafi bi-1lah | =2,96- d=~25 mm. silver A.H. 294

3,62 gr. (=906/7)
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,3 gr. d=26-27 silver AH. 297
llah and Abu’l- mm. (=909/10)
‘Abbas
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,24 gr. | d=26-27 silver A.H. 298
llah and [Abu’l- mm. (=910/11)
‘Abbas]
Without 3,2 gr. d=23 mm. silver A.H. 3047
description (=916/17)
Without silver A.H. 306
description (=918/19)
al-Muktadir  bi- d=24 mm. silver A.H. 307
llah and Abu’l- (=919/20)
‘Abbas
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al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,90- d=23,5 mm. | silver A.H. 311
llah 2,95 gr. (=923/24)
al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,06- d=23-24 silver A.H. 312
l1ah 3,43 gr. | mm. (=924/25)
Without silver A.H. 314
description (=926/27)
Without silver A.H. 321
description (=932/33)
al-Radi bi-llah silver A.H. 323
(=934/35)
al-Muttaki li-llah d~24 mm. silver A.H. 330
(=941/42)
al-Muttaki li-llah | 2,75- d=25 mm. silver A H.
2,85 gr. 331(=942/43)
Without silver A.H. 332
description (=943/44)
al-Mustakfi  bi- silver A.H. 333/4
llah (=944/46)
al-Muti® li-llah silver A.H.
335(=946/47)

Emir of Tbilisi was the governor who issued the coins in the name of
"Abbasid Caliphs. The office of emir was established in East Georgia from the
mid-8" century. Three dynasties of Tbilisi emirs are known: Shu‘aybids,
Shaybanids and Ja'farids. The first two issued the coins only in the name of
the Caliphs, that meant their complete loyalty to the central government.

The representatives of Ja'farid dynasty struck the coins in their own name.
Their dirhems show the date, when the struggle for the independence of
Thilisi emirate was finished; also — the genealogical tree of Ja'farid dynasty
(ex. names of Mansur ibn Ja'far and Ja'far ibn Mansiir are known only from
the coins).

Arabian dynasty of the Ja'farids (Bant Ja‘far) was established approx. in
the 80s of the 9% century and ruled Thilisi for two centuries.

The first emir of the Ja'farid dynasty striking coin is Mansir ibn Ja'far.

Obverse:

Central Arabic legend in three lines:
A el )5 Y foan g Al AN Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.
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Around it:

LS 5 amy ) 5 A A ity aa Hall 138 Al

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Thbilisi in the year 342
(=953/54).

Marginal legend:

A el ( siesall 7 8 Ma sy 522 (e 5 J8 (e e

Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Twofold linear circle.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

Jaxa () geaie [d glaal) 4 J gy 2esna [d

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Muti" li-l1ah. Manstr ibn
Ja'far.

Twofold linear circle, and Arabic legend outside it:

O35S il o S 5l 5alS Gl e o sedadl Badl 0 5 52edl alus ) ) Jsm ) 2ane

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

The table below presents all the principal coin issues of A.H. 342-418,

struck in the name of the Ja‘farid emirs of Tbilisi.

Caliph; Emir Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Muti" li-llah; | 3,53 gr. | d=29-31 mm. silver AH. 342
Mansir ibn (=953/54)
Ja'far

al-Muti® li-1lah; | =2,5- d=30-31 mm. silver A.H. 343
Mansir ibn 3,12 gr. (=954/55)
Ja'far

at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,76- d=28 mm. silver A.H. 364
Ja'far ibn 3,51 gr. (=974/75)
Manstr

at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,67 gr. | d=29 mm. silver A.H. 366
Ja'far ibn (=976/77)
Mansar

at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =2,18 d=19-20 mm. silver A.H. 367
Ja'far ibn gr. (=977/78)
Mansar

at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,10- d=26-28 mm. silver A.H. 370
Ja'far ibn 3,04 gr. (=980/81)
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Manstr
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =3,84- | d=27-28 mm. silver A.H. 386
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 4,62 gr. (=996/97)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | 4,12 gr. | d=23 mm. silver A.H. 394
‘Ali ibn Ja'far (=1003/4) or
A H. 404
(=1013/14)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,4- d=22-28 mm. silver A.H. 413
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 5,29 gr. plated (=1022/23)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,94- d=23-27 mm. silver A.H. 418
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 6,36 gr. plated (=1027/28)

Probably, the coins were struck also by the feudal houses of Shida Kartli
region in East Georgia. These coins are known as Georgian imitations to
Arabic dirhems. Chronologically and typologically, these silver pieces are
closely related to “Abbasid and Ja'farid dirhems of Tbilisi mint.

A large number of Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems was found.
Minor differences between those samples lead to general description.

Bagrat IIT’s (975-1014) coin also imitates the Arabic dirhems. This unique
piece was found in 1863 in the surroundings of Thilisi. It was bought by L.

Bartholomei and sent to Hermitage. The description of this coin is as follows:

Half drama. Weight — 1,78 gr.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y foas g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.
Distorted Arabic legend around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend:

A J sy dana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Georgian Asomtavruli legend in
abbreviation aroud it: +MCOMYTSRPTPELGTI TP (Christ, exalt Bagrat,
king of the Abkhasians).

In 975 Bagrat became king in Shida Kartli. In 978 he is also king of the
Abkhasians (i.e. West Georgia). Bagrat left his mother, Gurandukht, in Kartli
and himself moved to West Georgia. But when the king decided to return
back, the local nobles tried to resist him. Bagrat III restored his rights in
Kartli. It happened in 980. Perhaps, in the same year he issued his coin at his
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residence in Kartli — Uplistsikhe. If Bagrat struck the coin later, then he had
to have the titles like Kuropalates, king of the Kartvelians, Ranians and
Kakhetians (Rani and Kakheti are very Eastern provinces of Georgia).

The synthesis of the type (Arabic dirhem, popular in East Georgia) and
legend (“... king of the Abkhasians...”, i.e. West Georgia) attests to political
unity with Bagrat III as a king.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Half dirhem (?), dirhem.

Date Second half of 10® c. (7).

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1 sample; Sokhumi Museum — 105

samples, NeNe2-106; Hermitage — 12 samples, Ne1271, Ne1364, NeNe11614-
11616, NeNe14210-14216; Collection of American Numismatic Society — 3

samples.
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Group

Arabic dirhems struck at Thilisi and their imitations

Type

Subgroup: half drama of Bagrat III

Description,

picture

Silver. Half drama. Weight: sample of Hermitage — 1,78 gr.

d=23 mm.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:
Al 5 Y foas g AN A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Distorted Arabic legend around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend:
P d | g ) deda

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Georgian Asomtavruli legend in
abbreviation aroud it: $+MCOMYTSRPCTPELGTI TP (Christ, exalt Bagrat,
king of the Abkhasians).

Scholarly

commentary

“Arabic dirhems struck at Tbilisi and their imitations” is the name of a
coin group. The earliest among them are the Umayyad dirhems.
Chronologically they are followed by ‘Abbasid dirhems and dirhems of
Ja'farid emirs of Tbilisi. Then Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems and half
drama of Bagrat III appeared.

The 7% c. important political changes in the Middle East had their impact
on economy and money circulation. The Arabian Caliphate took control over
Iran and the Eastern provinces of Byzantine Empire. From the first half of the
8% century Arabs became dominant in Georgia.

The first Arabic coin of Tbilisi mint was struck in A.H. 85 (=704), during
the rule of ‘Abd al-Malik (685-705) and, as all other dirhems of Caliphate, it
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was also anonymous. Four samples of Umayyad dirhems of Tbilisi mint are
known. One is kept in the Berlin Museum, next — in the National Museum of
Qatar, third one — in the Ashmolean Museum, and fourth one — in the private

collection. Hence in 704 Tbilisi was under Arabian control.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y foas s AN DY

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Around:

G g eed A (it aa all 138 G pa Al

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 85 (=704).
Threefold circle of the dots around.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in four lines:

aal 1S Al [0S ol 5 2l al 5 /ol ol dacall fdil 3a)

He is Allah the one, Allah the Eternal. He begot no one, nor was he begotten.
He has no associate.

Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O5S el o S gl g alS cpall (oo jedadd Ball 0 5 saelly abu ) Al Jsms ) dana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

All agree that money issue at Thilisi in the 8" c. was political gesture
rather than economic measure. The coins were not proposed for intensive
circulation.

After that Tbilisi mint was not active for almost 125 years.

According to data, Tbilisi mint became active again in A.H. 210 (=825/26).
The first “Abbasid dirhem of Thbilisi mint is dated by this year.

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 55 Y foas s AN DY

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.
Arabic legend around it:

oribe 5 e R uldty an ) 138 (o yum i) ans

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Tbilisi in the year 210
(=825/26).

Twofold circle of the dots.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

A [J gy [2ana

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.
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Twofold circle of the dots and around:

O5S sl o S g 5 alS cpall e o jedad Ball (0 5 2edl Al J s ) 2ene

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

After that, during A.H. 211-247, more than 30 years passed and the coins
of Thilisi mint are still unknown. Further discoveries will reveal whether or
not these circumstances are accidental.

Six specimens of ‘Abbasid dirhems of Tbilisi mint struck in A.H. 248
(=862/63) are known: three of them are kept in the Hermitage, Saint-
Petersburg, two — in the Moscow State Historical Museum and one is kept in

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. Description of the coin is as follows:

Obverse: Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al i Y foan g /YN AN Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Arabic legend around it:

Oitile 5 ) 5 Ll A iy an Hall 138 (0 paia ) e

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Thbilisi in the year 248
(=862/63).

A linear circle and marginal legend:

A ety e gall = 8 dagy gy (e g JB e Y A

Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

Al Gaisall 40 [ g ) [rana [

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Musta‘in bi-1lah.

Twofold linear circle around and the Arabic legend:

O5S sl oS 5l 5 alS aall Slo o sedadl Ball s 5 (s3elly Al J gy 2anae

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with
guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]

religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

After that the "Abbasid dirhems of Thbilisi mint bear the name of Caliph.
Date of issue is changed every time and the Islamic formulas are mainly

repeated. The table below presents list of the principal issues struck in A.H.
249-335 in the name of the "Abbasid Caliphs at Tbilisi mint.
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Caliph Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Musta'in  bi- | 3,06 gr. silver AH. 249
l1ah (=863/64)
al-Musta‘in ~ bi- silver A.H. 250
llah (=864/65)
al-Mu‘tadid  bi- silver A.H. 287 (=900)
l1ah
al-Muktafi bi-11ah | =2,96- d=~25 mm. silver A.H. 294

3,62 gr. (=906/7)
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,3 gr. d=26-27 silver AH. 297
llah and Abu’l- mm. (=909/10)
‘Abbas
al-Muktadir  bi- | 3,24 gr. | d=26-27 silver A.H. 298
llah and [Abu’l- mm. (=910/11)
"Abbas]
Without 3,2 gr. d=23 mm. silver A.H. 3047
description (=916/17)
Without silver A.H. 306
description (=918/19)
al-Muktadir  bi- d=24 mm. silver A.H. 307
llah and Abu’l- (=919/20)
‘Abbas
al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,90- d=23,5 mm. | silver A.H. 311
l1ah 2,95 gr. (=923/24)
al-Muktadir  bi- | 2,06- d=23-24 silver A.H. 312
l1ah 3,43 gr. | mm. (=924/25)
Without silver A.H. 314
description (=926/27)
Without silver A.H. 321
description (=932/33)
al-Radi bi-llah silver A.H. 323
(=934/35)
al-Muttaki li-llah d=~24 mm. silver A.H. 330
(=941/42)
al-Muttaki li-llah | 2,75- d=25 mm. silver A H.
2,85 gr. 331(=942/43)
Without silver A.H. 332
description (=943/44)
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al-Mustakfi  bi- silver A.H. 333/4
llah (=944/46)
al-Muti® li-llah silver A.H.
335(=946/47)

Emir of Tbilisi was the governor who issued the coins in the name of
"Abbasid Caliphs. The office of emir was established in East Georgia from the
mid-8® century. Three dynasties of Tbilisi emirs are known: Shu‘aybids,
Shaybanids and Ja'farids. The first two issued the coins only in the name of
the Caliphs, that meant their complete loyalty to the central government.

The representatives of Ja'farid dynasty struck the coins in their own name.
Their dirhems show the date, when the struggle for the independence of
Thilisi emirate was finished; also — the genealogical tree of Ja'farid dynasty
(ex. names of Mansur ibn Ja'far and Ja'far ibn Mansiir are known only from
the coins).

Arabian dynasty of the Ja'farids (Bant Ja‘far) was established approx. in
the 80s of the 9* century and ruled Thilisi for two centuries.

The first emir of the Ja'farid dynasty striking coin is Mansir ibn Ja'far.

Obverse:

Central Arabic legend in three lines:

Al 5 Y foan s &N A Y

There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Around it:

AL 5 Cpmal 5 (o) R iy aa Ll 13 (o puim il ansy

In the name of Allah, this dirhem was struck at Thbilisi in the year 342
(=953/54).

Marginal legend:

A el ¢ siesall 7 8 Ma sy 522 (e 5 J8 (e e

Allah is in command, first and last. On that day the believers will rejoice at
Allah’s help.

Twofold linear circle.

Reverse: Central Arabic legend in five lines:

D () s [ aladl) [4 J g yfrena [0

To Allah. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. al-Muti" li-l1ah. Manstr ibn
Ja'far.

Twofold linear circle, and Arabic legend outside it:

58 sl S 51 5alS ol e o jelad Gl s 5 (sl alu ) ) Jpm s Sene

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, who sent His Messenger with

guidance and the religion of truth, to show that it is above all [other]
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religions, even though the idolaters hate it.

The table below presents all the principal coin issues of A.H. 342-418,

struck in the name of the Ja‘farid emirs of Tbilisi.

Caliph; Emir Weight | Size Metal Date
al-Muti® li-llah; | 3,53 gr. | d=29-31 mm. silver AH. 342
Mansir ibn (=953/54)
Ja'far
al-Muti® li-11ah; | =2,5- d=30-31 mm. silver A.H. 343
Mansir ibn 3,12 gr. (=954/55)
Ja'far
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,76- d=28 mm. silver A.H. 364
Ja'far ibn 3,51 gr. (=974/75)
Mansar
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,67 gr. | d=29 mm. silver A.H. 366
Ja'far ibn (=976/77)
Mansar
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =2,18 d=19-20 mm. silver A.H. 367
Ja'far ibn gr. (=977/78)
Manstr
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | 2,10- d=26-28 mm. silver A.H. 370
Ja'far ibn 3,04 gr. (=980/81)
Manstr
at-Ta’i" li-llah; | =3,84- d=27-28 mm. silver A.H. 386
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 4,62 gr. (=996/97)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | 4,12 gr. | d=23 mm. silver A.H. 394
‘Ali ibn Ja'far (=1003/4) or
A.H. 404
(=1013/14)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,4- d=22-28 mm. silver A.H. 413
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 5,29 gr. plated (=1022/23)
al-Kadir bi-llah; | =3,94- | d=23-27 mm. silver A.H. 418
‘Ali ibn Ja'far 6,36 gr. plated (=1027/28)

Probably, the coins were struck also by the feudal houses of Shida Kartli
region in East Georgia. These coins are known as Georgian imitations to
Arabic dirhems. Chronologically and typologically, these silver pieces are
closely related to “Abbasid and Ja'farid dirhems of Tbilisi mint.
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A large number of Georgian imitations to Arabic dirhems was found.

Minor differences between those samples lead to general description:

Obverse: Distorted Arabic legends, twofold linear circle or twofold circle of
the dots.
Reverse: Distorted Arabic legends, and circle. Some scholars see there the

Georgian letters too.

Bagrat IIT’s (975-1014) coin also imitates the Arabic dirhems. This unique
piece was found in 1863 in the surroundings of Thilisi. It was bought by I.
Bartholomei and sent to Hermitage.

In 975 Bagrat became king in Shida Kartli. In 978 he is also king of the
Abkhasians (i.e. West Georgia). Bagrat left his mother, Gurandukht, in Kartli
and himself moved to West Georgia. But when the king decided to return
back, the local nobles tried to resist him. Bagrat III restored his rights in
Kartli. It happened in 980. Perhaps, in the same year he issued his coin at his
residence in Kartli — Uplistsikhe. If Bagrat struck the coin later, then he had
to have the titles like Kuropalates, king of the Kartvelians, Ranians and
Kakhetians (Rani and Kakheti are very Eastern provinces of Georgia).

The synthesis of the type (Arabic dirhem, popular in East Georgia) and
legend (“... king of the Abkhasians...”, i.e. West Georgia) attests to political
unity with Bagrat III as a king.

Mint Uplistsikhe.

Nominal Half Drama.

Date 980.

Collection This sample is preserved in the Hermitage (N°14209).
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Imported coins

found in Georgia:

The 7th-10th cc. foreign coins from East Georgia

1. In 1960 in Akhmeta district (Bakhtrioni mountain) Khusrau II's (591-628)
Sassanian drachm was found together with 8th c. Arabic dirhems.

2. In 1937 in Pshavela village (Telavi district) hoard of Kufic coins (150
samples) was discovered including also the following coins: Khusrau II’s coin
and, one more, Arab-Sassanian coin struck in 672. The latest coin from this
hoard was issued in 807/8, hence the hoard was buried in the beginning of
the 9th c.

3. In 1962 in Mtisdziri village (Kvareli district) hoard of 8th-9th cc. Arabic
coins (300 samples) was found including the Sassanian drachms, one belongs
to Ohrmazd IV (579-589) and another — to Khusrau II. The chronological
frame of the hoard is the end of the 6th c.-the first quarter of the 9th c.

4. In 1924 in Leliani village (Lagodekhi district) hoard of 171 silver coins was
discovered. Together with Kufic money, it includes the following coins: a)
Khusrau II’s drachm; b) Arab-Sassanian dirhem of the end of the 7th c. and ¢)
six coins struck in the province of Tabaristan.

5. In 1921 near Kavshiri village (Lagodekhi district) hoard of Sassanian and
Kufic silver coins (only 38 samples are preserved) was found. It includes: a)
Khusrau II’s drachm and b) dirhem struck in Tabaristan in the 8th c.

6. In 1924 near Apheni village (Lagodekhi district) hoard of the Sassanian and
Kufic coins was found (394 samples). The hoard is mixed and it contains: a)
Ohrmazd IV’s drachm — 1 sample; b) Khusrau II's drachms — 16 samples; c)
Arab-Sassanian dirhems issued in the 7th-8th cc. — 20 samples. The earliest
coin from the hoard belongs to the period of Ohrmazd IV and the latest one
was issued in A.H. 218 (833/34).

7. In 1949 in Diliphi (Dlivi) village (former Bogdanovka, nowadays
Ninotsminda district) hoard of the Kufic coins was found (hoard was
dispersed, only 14 samples and 19 fragments are preserved). It includes also:
a) Khusrau II’s drachm and b) two Arab-Sassanian dirhems struck in the 8th
c. The chronological frame of the hoard is 620-833/34.

8. In 1900 in Chikaani village (Kvareli district) hoard was found, but majority
of the coins were dispersed (only 11 samples are preserved). The surviving
part consists also of the following coins: a) Khusrau II's drachm and b)
Tabaristanian silver coin issued in 778; the earliest coin of the hoard was
struck in 591 and the latest one — in 861/62.

9. In 1960 in Pichkhovani village (Akhmeta district) hoard of Kufic coins (108
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samples) was found. It consists of the following coins too: a) Khusrau II’s
drachm — 1 sample and b) Arab-Sassanian coins issued in the 7th-8th cc. — 2
samples; among the coins of the hoard the earliest one was issued in 590, and
the latest one — not later than 901/2. The hoard was buried in the first quarter
of the 10th c.

10. In 1924 during the construction of Zemoavchala power station at the Kura
river, among the other Kufic coins, the rare Umayyad dirhem was discovered,
dated by 700/1.

11. In 1963 in Mtskheta near the Cross monastery Umayyad dirhem of 717/18
was found.

12. In 1937 in the outskirts of Lagodekhi Umayyad silver coin dated by
718/19 was found.

13. In 1964 in Mataani village (Akhmeta district) two Umayyad dirhems
dated by 718/19 or 721/22 were found.

14. In the second quarter of the 19th c. in the outskirts of Tbilisi Umayyad
dirhems were discovered, one was issued in 721/22.

15. Pshaveli hoard (see N°2) consists of the following Kufic coins: Umayyad
dirhems of the mid-8th century — 4 samples, dirhem of Umayyads in Spain — 1
sample (770/71), ‘Abbasid dirhems — 118 samples, Aghlabid dirhems of the
8th-9th cc. — 2 samples (802, 804/5). The latest coin of this hoard was issued
by Caliph Hartin al-Rashid (786-809) in 807/8.

16. Mtisdziri hoard (see Ne3) consists of Umayyad coins (the 8th c.) — 15
samples, coins of the Umayyads in Spain (782/83) — 1 sample; the bulk of this
hoard are the "Abbasid dirhems of the 8th-9th cc. — 282 samples. The latest
coin was struck in 819/20.

17. Leliani hoard (see N°4) consists of 12 Umayyad dirhems of the 8th c. and
"Abbasid silver coins, the latest one is dated by 819.

18. Kavshiri hoard (see N°5) includes Umayyad coins of the first half of the
8th c. — 7 samples and the "Abbasid dirhems. The latest coin of the hoard is
dated by 828/29.

19. The most of the coins of Apheni hoard (see N°6) were issued in the name
of Caliph Hartin al-Rashid (786-809). The hoard was buried after 833/34.

20. Diliphi (Dlivi) hoard (see N°7) consists of the Umayyad dirhems — 5
samples and "Abbasid dirhems — 25 samples. The latest one was struck in
833/34.

21. 11 samples are known from Chikaani hoard (see Ne§), 5 are the "Abbasid
dirhems. The latest one was issued in 861/62.

22. Pichkhovani hoard (see N°9) consists of the Umayyad coins — 8 samples,
coins of the Umayyads in Spain — 1 sample (785-86), coins of the Idrisids — 2
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samples and 90 ‘Abbasid dirhems. The latest coin from this hoard was struck
not later than 901/2.

23. In 1857 in Borchalo district of Tbilisi governorate Kufic dirhems (about
200 samples) were discovered. Chronological frame for this hoard is the last
quarter of the 9th c.-the first half of the 10th c. Hence, this is one of the latest
hoards of the Arabic money discovered in Georgia.

24. In 1961 on the territory of Tbilisi botanical garden hoard was discovered
consisting of small fragments of the Kufic coins with total weight 428,16 gr.
(several samples are well preserved). Some were identified as: a) fragment of
the coin of Byzantine Emperor John Tzimisces (969-976); b) “Abbasid coins
issued in 939/40 — 2 samples, fragment of the ‘Abbasid dirhem dated by
990/91; c) coin of Ja'far ibn Manstr issued in 977/78. The date for the hoard
burial seems to be end of 10th c.-the beginning of the 11th c. This hoard of

the Kufic coins is the latest one for Georgia.

The 8th-10th cc. Foreign Coins from West Georgia

1. Tiberius III Apsimar’s (698-705) coin was found in Bichvinta.

2. Coin of the same Emperor was found in the ruins of Sokhumi fortress.

3. Constantine V’s (741-775) and his son Leo’s coin was discovered in the
outskirts of Gudauta.

4. Leo V’s (813-820) copper coin was found in Kobuleti.

5. Theophilus’ (829-842) copper coin was discovered in Bobokvati (Kobuleti
district).

6. Coin of the same Emperor was found in Kobuleti.

7. Basil I's (867-886) and Basil I and Constantine’s two copper coins were
found in Bobokvati.

8. Leo VI's (886-912) several silver coins were discovered in Opiza (Batumi
district).

9. Leo VI's two copper coins were among other coins in the hoard found in
Ochamchire, which seems to be a result of mixture of several monetary
complexes.

10. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Psirtskha village (Gudauta
district).

11. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Tsikhisdziri.

12. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Kobuleti.

13. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Bobokvati.

14. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Sokhumi.
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15. In the “hoard” discovered in 1903 in Ochamchire there was Constantine
VII's (913-959) copper coin.

16. On the Mount Iveria (Akhali Atoni, Gudauta district) Constantine VII’s
copper coin was discovered.

17.In 1902 in Kobuleti outskirts Constantine VII's copper coin was found.

18. In 1926 in Kobuleti Romanus I's (920-944) copper coin was discovered.

19. In 1962-1963 in Bobokvati Romanus I's two copper coins were discovered.
20. Found in 1903 Ochamchire “hoard” contains Romanus I's two copper
coins.

21. In 1956 in Bobokvati village Constantine VII's and Romanus I's copper
coin was found.

22. In 1930 in Tsikhisdziri John Tzimisces’ (969-976) copper coin was found.
23. In 1958 in Akhali Atoni John Tzimisces’ copper money was discovered.
24. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Bobokvati.

25. In 1962-1963 in Bobokvati John Tzimisces’ copper coin was found.

26. Found in 1903 the “hoard” of Ochamchire contains three copper coins of
John Tzimisces.

27. In Kldeeti village (Zestaponi district) John Tzimisces’ copper coin was
found.

28. In 1957-1958 on the territory of Anakopia fortress (Akhali Atoni) 13
copper coins of the first half of the 10th c. were discovered.

29. Romanus I's two folles were found in Sokhumi and also — John Tzimisces’
copper coin.

30. In 1935 in Akhali Atoni John Tzimisces’ copper coin was discovered.

31. In Achandara village (Gudauta district) coin of the same Emperor was
discovered.

32. In 1955 in Sokhumi Constantine VII's two and John Tzimisces’ five
copper coins were found.

33. In 1950 in Merdjevi village (Sachkhere district) Umayyad dirhem dated by
718/19 was discovered.

34. In 1965 in Savane village (Sachkhere district), at the “Alavidze quarter”,
during the cultivation of the land, clay vessel with the silver coins was found.
Only 68 samples are preserved. One is Umayyad dirhem and the rest are the
"Abbasid dirhems. The chronological frame for the coins is 740/41-792/93.
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