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00 go39035d9 (1837-1907) 9Mm3b6ymn 3ngnMss bagom-
M39mmb  LOdMZOEMYdaL mnmgdob yzgms Bsbomobm3znb.
MmammE gomom bLodmagesMgomng ©mbady, obozg nbg-
omgghyomym 6Mgqgodn, 393ML LoxdMmMdgb Baob TngM M-
3909m0n 3903300Mgmdaob 8608369mmdeDg, ™mydEs, omos
go3ge30dnb bLaymzgmmom snaMmgos o 3Mab LadmagsEMyo-
Mm030 3MbLYBLYLOL Loxwydzgman. ¥3xxRg0L, MMIgJMMM30LOE3
nano boggmbm dmm3s690, bMYMNI® obbbiozgdnma by-
3900 993, bLodommzgmb bobymdbogmbm3zab nbgm 8603-
369mm306 Lognmbyddy, MmgmmgodnEss gMmab ddg690mmodab
xMmmM3g00, LodMZsEMYdNL gobznmaMmydnb dm@gmadn s do-
00Moymgdgdn, LogoMgm-3mmodnggmo 3Jgmbo ©o bb3o.
nmos  Jo3ge30daob x@ngyMe bdoMmo oMmob godmygbgdymo
9Mm3bymon  0@gbhmdab  gobLbze3g0ymon  NblyxmMLYdNL
dbom-obogdgmo — dmaabm3znb ngmas HMooEaym, 3mbbym-
309 RbLYYMMOgOL odmbohoszb, dmanbmzab bagemmag-
omb 93Mm3mo n@ybdmonb dmozeMmo bLoddmmms, dmMab-
m30b bLgggmomymn Jommzgman gmab ddgbgdgma, dBmgab-
®30b 30 doMmordsnEydmyma g3emgbonb dogm 306mbBadg-
0o 6306@o ngns doMmmoga.

dmbLgb900 30Bbo© 0LObOZL ngMNy Jogdogadab MmgmMa
9Mm3bma gdnmnb 99L6s3mMsL, MMIgmog, gMon dbmag, Lo-
Jommzgmb gdoMmms 30bmgmbab y3nMmdm magMmns baym-
39MMIME 3MN3MJOYMN IEIONmM0 nd0xnm, bmem, dgmg
dbMng, dnbo Lobgmo ghm-gMon yzgmodg dobodymnMmgds-
©00 bogdoMmmzgmmb abHMMNddn. ngns Jo3gezsdab, MmamMm3
300Mab ,3mmos”, dob 0©gg00b godgmdgmadme® 0v30b
BoMmAmAgbs, nmnob babgmoam boygdoma gobbszgmMmgdom 8n0d-
035m0y 3mmohnidgmo oy Lodmgomgdmngzn ImdMmomdy-
00bs o domn MaEyMydabmznb. gMbabHM molzmaoyb dogMm
390mmo300909mo HgMmdnbo MM godm3znygbmom, amas Jo3-
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dogzodab ®0gnms ,3oMogma smdbndzbgmoans®, Mmdgmadng
yzgmos dobmzob LsbyM3zgm ToboomLL ©IdL. bogzmgszn
3Mmdmads sgbhysmymng, Moageb nmns do3dozedob ®0ay-
M0b oMogMmMag30MmM3560 smdds o 3MbmogdhyMn obiym-
bgon 38608369MmM3bo obod3nMmogdL BnboomdwgamdMmng
3manoh03nm s LadMEsMygdMng 3MmMEgLgoL. dnybgoza®
0 0nobmob ©o3zo380Madnm sMLYOYmMN Tobomgdab oo M-
m9bmdNnbLy, d93Ma oM sMab bodMmadn, MmAgandoi bognmbo
abgo3bn 39ML3gdHn30bss BgbBs3mMnA.

Almost all parts of Georgian society view Ilia Chavchavadze
(1837-1907) as a national figure. There is a lot of discussion re-
garding his legacy in both intellectual and popular circles. The
groups, for whom Ilia is a cult figure, have completely different
views on such important issues for the state of Georgia like the
forms of nation building, models and directions of community
development, foreign policy and others. Chavchavadze's image
is frequently used to support different discourses on national
identity. For some, Ilia represents traditional, conservative valu-
es; for others, he is the primary representation of Georgia's Eu-
ropean identity. There are also those, for whom he is the archi-
tect of the Georgian nation's secularism, and those, for whom he
is Saint Ilia the Righteous, who has been canonized by the
Orthodox Church.

The paper intends to examine Ilia Chavchavadze as a natio-
nal hero, who is simultaneously the unquestionable leader of
the pantheon of Georgian heroes with a widely accepted positi-
ve image and one of the most malleable names in Georgian his-
tory. Political or public movements, and the leaders of those
movements, find "owning“ Ilia Chavchavadze as a hero, positio-
ning themselves as those who champion his ideas, and speaking

on behalf of Ilia to be particularly alluring. The figure of Ilia
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Chavchavadze is an "empty signifier," to use Ernesto Laclau's
term, into which everyone inserts his or her desired content. The
research topic is relevant because different perspectives and
conflicting discourses on Ilia Chavchavadze have a big impact
on contradictory political and social processes. Despite the
abundance of materials related to Ilia Chavchavadze already in
existence, hardly any works can be found in which the issue is
investigated from a similar perspective.

141



