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099(h0bgmo dobombgMmal, ML 3MabHmammo 30bHgmab, Mgme-
30900L Lo®yd3zgmdY, MMAMydNE EMIFE M ymaomy bodgebngmm
008mJE93000, 89LodmMgogmM0 gobs 88 MYBsLMSb Eo3e3dnMxd N
9M30m0 sbamo gagdhob 890m@pobs s sMg godmdsbomo sbi3b9-
00L goobnbg30. om 396gHMOMN3o Asdmzaysndgdm:

30M39man, LLdEbab smodsgn Bsbyhom Il (1591-1625) 1625 Bymb
LEHOFOMEMAn 3og33%33M LYMAHBAL 60683y BMMmANEgONL godmMboEbe-
©90mMy. Bab3zmModg 356 Moznbo dgnMybanmazebo Jognodzomo gg-
69, LaMHB0LLZSD TMbsMMmEbgma 3mmopozgma bogMmmbob mozn-
©ob o3nmadab 300600, 330L dndobmeb, gnMonb dMo30MMb, do-
™ygoo -bEb gogdegbs. s8odhMma sMaLBMMns oMayEn, MMI 3mmo-
H03aMma dmbadMIOnm, 3069RsM0 oMMAES gengbg God 8dsb I-b mo-
30b0 dzomndznmnb bogmmago dmagbyMm39d0b..

dgmmg, 3MmobHMBMMmM 30bHIEn g6 08083l smamnimb ds-
modgns 1l-ab byMzomom 3nM3zgmo dgbzms gyMnsdn 1634 Bomb ©o
oMy 1633 By, 3oLbHgmab ggMaab bodmsszmmdn (1634-1640) dmm3567-
monb gobdogzmmodsdn ggbg smodsgn aym dobo bymogmo dzomo ©
9L 3306003690 9BNBMS FoomngyMm LOMBIYBMYOSL. Lomodsdom
3960d33mon gmabg 9m30030 guMnodn ymxbobob oo dmmohngnb
LOgboE 0gi3o. bymbeba Imombm3zms dnb LEHTdYMTn 3ogdse3zbsb, bm-
am 0Msbab 3o Lygo | (sMs o s00b 1) - 0M36T0n, Moms dsbHY Eo-
Jmmbnbgdymoaym. gnMoobs s LBIgEMIMML dNo3zMxdds 33xMANBYL,
9969 3m3d830 0M360L PIEMBME 9JE3ns0. s8ab bobMmymgdn dmy-
3060 M9306 Il @oN3bL sg30LMY, Bbowny, N3 3g9Momdn 3oL OO
330mMahgHobL, 3egzmgbobs s d0dbabL godm. sdohmd gmgby gyMoon-
©56 mEnddn 1639 Bannb 39393 govadezbabL.

09Lod7, 9M9690 30M3o 0EMES LyMAHB0LY o do30b gobdMab3e.
90b0o 99L00EYIMY 33LHIM0 Bob BdELg sMBTYB7dEY: bymdny, JMab-
Hh0obo Im33aL, 30Mg gbanndms g3nMmaznbn dnnmmb. 38bdHgmo-
Logeb dMogmbadymo 3ommmngg gmgbg Pdom Logzomb vMAJ3Y,
30009 LOMBAYbMYdNL TgE3mob. 80 MBIgbnm ombLO3Ly gmgbgd
mEnddn dmombmgs, MmMA 3ods 3obHgmo Bobmob Aogyzebom. 5806
093030 gobsdnmmods 3oLHIOL LLdMM3369ME FoaLIMS FMNNELD
bodggMmgmmdn (1640 6.).

8gmabg, 8385 3sbHymn mENdab bodmogzmMmBn mMmn Banab (1640-
42) 356853mm0Os80 yzgmsbonMa 899300, Jmgbgb MBIg6s Bghow
3969030390060, MM ™MY306 Il PoEN3B0L Bnboogds oM Togomm.
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380b godm 3L dmazamMBs gagbabmob 3o300Ma vy3Mdoms. dmbyyg-
00 0Meb3n 3ogdo3bomds gmgbgd gmMnob Lobmgs dods 3abHg-
oL, MM godymemes 0b3ssbdon, 3bns, MmagmME 3oMon Imdmas-
M0. 0Ms630 Asbymo gmaby (1642 6.) ggannbhznznmoo bEgMm@s Bods
3oLHamob MmEnddn, MM 60b 39M sMyEas 3edybemndgdsb. dob g3gm-
©00) MM ymxaomoym, s3sL M30086 s030MYOE.. sbms oy Asgznm-
©9 0oLbmab, boboMymom oomgds, bmem dodn Fobombab EosMbLY-
00L 3®8mMYosL 30LEx3E.. LogoMayME, 1643 Benab mdhmadMab B0b6y-
ML, 3obhgmnd BgMmoann dnbBYMS gmgbgb o smMYmY3s, MMA ab
0606380 19939mMo Ao3znmMEs @, My gL dnbo LodgaMaMmEsb 3od-
3%03Mq00LAL 39Mm dgdenm, s80L ndYBN Babo 835IYMBMOS 0ym.
3bo@ny, 89 daMmamo@o bb3s Mad nym, 3gMdme: MM3ab bgdsMmz0b go-
9389, 030 LadgaMamMbL d0boMBL 39M OHM370S o M30065079MOE
03680 39M Bozn@MEe.

0gbymy, 3obMgMa 1643-1646 Bgob dmMmab sMsgMmmbgan 89g930-
©9, MmInbsgeb d0gmm 0Mobdno dobomboL osMLYOOL 69dsMmM3o.
330Lbmob gMmmo, Imombmzgms 03 d3znmxzsbo 3969309M0 6o3zmgdab
300m3%0365L, MMAMdoE 9mgbqd 39M 3093 LodgaMmammb Ladmogz-
Mmmdn ymxazbobsb 39333908 0008 3abHIMOL. 1646 Bamb 3sbHao
MmaLb dgbhomy, MmMA 83 bymo Banb gobdozmmosdn 693M Mydgb do-
dnBg30 0Mobdn. b 3B oym, JBWOL LOENEIOMOE s gmgbalb
LadLabyMdn bogmebmy gongbome.

0999309, bogzoMeyEME, 1647 BML nM3BNL Bo30s o gmybgd obo-
o mbm3zboom 3ndsmagb MmBab 303 06m3gbhn X-b ( 1644-1655), Momo
3oLHIMaLIM30L ogMamo 690s, nMebdn dobombo oYaMLYdNB..
00039 6gmb 30300 o 996y MBIy M350 ENSbL Tomn
amAnb, s30m0bnm do639mndz0mab, 93339Mmdom bobm3zgb 3sbHg-
mob 0Msbdo 3onadezbs. 3msezemds gmhn asmbBInbs, MmD gb dobo
IRMJ0S 3 0Yym o 39M 30d7mMad s dodo 3obHhgmab, MmMA dob 6900L
©odmMmhnmgdmeo.

09030009, 10smmydymms gngdfmn, MmI 8ods 3JobHgmab bb3zs
3MdbmosE 3gmboo gmgbglb dndsmm. doMmmomny, JoMm3gmo Jomg-
00L LOEVBVNM HY393309M™ 3oLHINL bInMo FJbEmdMES M330L
3Mdbmogdmab dMmdmamy, nb BgoEsdnobo s H9630b6oiE oM dgndmy-
OMEs ymayzngaym, dogmsd dob, Mmammz dnbombgmb, sendom, byMs,
BoMxdmgmo 330m0 ©sghHM39006s TobombgMmmonb obhmmoodo ©s
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1350eb 3oL bogmebag bymogmo Jomndznmab FosboMmAgbo 0o-
30L0 dgbgymydnm BoMmgdommo.

Based on the reports of the Theatine missionary Don Cristoforo de
Castelli, which have not yet entered scientific circulation, it was possible
to introduce many new facts related to this topic and revise previously
drawn conclusions. Let’s formulate them point by point:

1. Atabeg of Samtskhe, Manuchar Il (1591-1625) went to Istanbul in
1625 to declare his obedience to the Sultan. Before leaving, he sent his
young daughter Elene to her uncle, the head of Guria, Malachia Il, to avo-
id the expected political threat from the Sultan. Therefore, it is a mistake
to assume that for political reasons Manuchar tried to offer Elene to
Shah Abbas | as a wife for his grandson.

2. Cristoforo Castelli first met Elene in Guria not in 1633, but in 1634
at the request of Catholicos Malachia II. During his stay in the Gurian
principality of Kastelli (1634-1640), Elene Atabeg was his spiritual daug-
hter and the latter shared the Catholic faith. Elene, known for her beauty,
became the object of great political bargaining during her stay in Guria.
The Sultan demanded that she be sent to Istanbul, and Shah Safi | (not
Shah Abbas I) to Iran to marry her. The principals of Guria and Odishi
preferred to make Elene the queen of Iran. It fell to Levan Il Dadiani to
carry out this task, obviously due to his great authority, influence and
goals at that time. Therefore, after 1639, Elene was sent from Guria to
Odishi.

3. Elene knew perfectly well about the intentions of the Sultan and
Shah. His confidant Castelli convinced her: it was better to die a Christian
than to accept the Muslim crown. Catholic Elene, inspired by Castelli,
chose immediate death rather than the change of her faith. Filled with
this faith, Elene demanded in Odishi that Father Castelli be brought to
her. This greatly contributed to the official transfer of Kastelli from Guria
to Odishi (1640).

4. Arriving in Iran (1642), Elene wrote with heartache to Father Castel-
li in Odishi that she could not resist Islamization. If he had been near
her, she would have avoided this. If he came to him then, she would re-
ceive him with joy, and the Shah would give him permission to found a
mission. Probably, at the end of October 1643, Castelli wrote a letter to
Elene and promised her that he would definitely come to Iran, and if he
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could not do this when leaving Odishi, it was because of his illness. Obvi-
ously, there was a different reason, namely: without a permission from
Rome, he could not leave the Odishi mission and could not go to Iran on
his own.

5. Between 1643-1646, Castelli repeatedly tried to obtain permission
from Rome to establish a mission in Iran. In 1646, Castelli complained to
Rome that in these five years he had achieved a lot in Iran. He was ready
to glorify the Lord and sacrifice his life in the service of Elene.

6, probably in 1647, the Shah of Iran and Elene made a new request
to Pope Innocent X (1644-1655) to grant Castelli permission to establish a
mission in Iran. In the same year, the Shah and Queen Elene asked Levan
Dadiani, through their ambassador Avtandil Manvelishvili, to send Castel-
li to Iran. The principal assured the ambassador that this was not his
right and he could not force Father Castelli to submit to his will.

7. it is unreasonable to think that Father Castelli had different fee-
lings for Elene. True, Castelli, fascinated by the beauty of Georgian wo-
men, often had to fight his feelings; he could not be a superman, but he,
as a missionary, probably wanted to leave an indelible mark on the his-
tory of missionary activity.
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