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DALI KANDELAKI
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Georgia

References of Foreign Authors of XVIII – XIX Centuries about 
Iberia

References made by foreign authors during the 18th and 19th centu-
ries provide insights into the nomenclature of Georgia and its various 
regions. The opinions expressed by these travelers and scientists ex-
hibit a range of perspectives. While some identify “Iberia” with Kartli, 
others associate it with Imereti or the entirety of Georgia. Although 
these historical accounts lack comprehensive details, each author at-
tempts to contribute to the understanding of Iberia’s history and to 
introduce the reader to it. Noteworthy interpretations are presented 
by Jacob Reineggs, Johann Adam Bergk, Georg August von Breiten-
bauch, Alexandre Dumas, Charles-Paulus Bélanger, Marjory Wardrop 
and other authors.
In 1775, L. Bauman asserts in his publication that Georgia encom-
passes the ancient territories of Colchi and Iberia, situated between 
the Caucasus and the Black Sea. Georg August von Breitenbauch, a 
German scientist, bases his discussions on Iberia on the accounts of 
ancient authors. According to him, since the 15th century, Georgia 
comprises the ancient Kolkheti state, Iberia – within the province of 
Georgia, Kartli, and Kakheti, along with parts of Armenia and Albania. 
During the 18th century, Jakob Reineggs, a German author, refers to 
“Iberia” as Imereti, although he is not oblivious to the existence of 
ancient historical Iberia. The reader understands only by the context, 
where the author means Iberia and where – Imereti. In 1799, Ger-
man scientist Johann Adam Bergk designates the Kingdom of Kartli, 
emerging between the 4th and 3rd centuries BC, as Iberia, extending 
its southern border to the Arax River, encompassing western Georgia. 
The famous French botanist Charles-Paulus Bélanger, who traveled to 
the Caucasus at the beginning of the 19th century, refers to Albanians 
and Iberians as the ancestors of Georgians. Russian Metropolitan Evg-
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eny Bolkhovitinov in his 1802 book „Historical depiction of Georgia in 
its political, ecclesiastical and educational state” is basing his thoughts 
on the reports of ancient historians (Plinius, Strabo). He points out 
that the name “Iveria” or “Iberia” is derived from the river “Ivera”. 
Some of these people crossed Europe and settled in Spain before the 
Roman presence. He also says that Spain used to be called “Iveria”. 
The famous French writer, Alexandre Dumas, occasionally calls Iberia 
one side of the country, and sometimes the whole Georgia. He uses 
references from Strabo, Tacitus and Ptolemy. Based on reports, he 
notes that even in Iberia, Armenia and the country of the Medes, cit-
ies, temples and all kinds of monuments bore the name of Jason. Aus-
trian traveler and ethnographer Amand Freiherr von Schweiger-Lerch-
enfeld notes that the eastern neighbors of the Colchis were the Iberi-
ans, who lived in present-day Georgia, mostly in its eastern part. The 
Iberians called themselves “Georgians”, led a peaceful life and were 
less warlike people. In the first centuries of our era, the capital Mt-
skheta represented the center of the Iberian kingdom with a rather 
fragile independence.
Despite the limited number of references, it is evident that foreign au-
thors of the 18th – 19th centuries held diverse opinions regarding the 
nomenclature and origins of Georgia and its regions. Their interpreta-
tions often involved connecting ancient accounts with contemporary 
circumstances, subjecting some to critical evaluation.


