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“As Timaeus says” in Petritsi
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0msbg 39¢M0bn 3MmM3maL ,mgmemagnab boxgydazmgddg“ 3Mmdgb-
HhoMmdn obbybgOL o gobobomogb sMs dbmemme nd Logznmbgodlb, MmD-
™m3y603 3MMm3mAL 88 65dMMAnL MYdob BoMIMagbL, sMadgE gbgds
08 3MmMOmMYdgoLLE, MMImgdnE bb3oe dzgmonmMdby Qommbmanym
H99bH90d0s oEIMEgdgmoa. dmaehmbab ,Hodosombo“ dob bLb3gs 0e-
mmgqgomsb gMmoom ombgdomns 3ghMabobm3znlb 3MmM3mgb qoEm-
bMma00L gobdsmbgoabob.

Azgb0 30dobny, gobznbommm 3ghMmnbab dgbgymagds bamymao
LodyoMmb dgdmgddny, 863 3modmbab ,H0dsnmbab” ©gdnyxMady.
39hMmobob 3m3gbhomdn dsb, dgadmgds nmgd3zob, mMazoma x3x6JE0
093L. 3gMabo oM ALEgEmOL ©HdonmManb Jgbobnd aby 3MEMLE,
Mmamm3, 9935M0ma, 9.6. ,68830mAYMai0L (Fg8dsMmahn sMbOD),
bymab, gmbBgdaL, 396009000, Lod@3MOLL ©o JLOBM3MMONL, 86 y39-
asdy 8608369mm30600L - 3965500 (,ndsM) gMmonb Jgbebgod. gdo-
7M30 39hmabob 3mdgbhomadn sMmab bygmmgzgobn-d9dmddgmn, mdgMmmao,
Mmdgmnz Lobgb 060d90L bomym bodysmmb. Dmg dgdmbzg3sd0, ©I-
dopmagn 39hMBmob momgmb (067 Ls3dsmE 036EM36s®E s oMy
3bos) 8ongn390xmns FAsmmgb gMommsb; y@mm dByLbHs MmB
309300, BMasgM 0Mo30@ PB5659Lb0 gMmmo 0dgblLb 3ghHMobmsb 3nMmm3-
Bymo wdgmmobs s ©IF0xManL FobsbosmgdmgodL. 39hMmnbab dogMm
3009mEgdgm mbhmmmgnym 0gMaMmdnsdn ,60830mMAYMaLE (567
30M39a sMbL, gMbgosms 8s8ob, gmbgdsms gMomomamosh) gabbs-
3900Mg03ma Mmoo g30bMads: ob sMmab 3oM3gmbobyobo yzgms
2MLOLY s MMBAL (,370MAbY) - 367 Y39MOBMNLS, goMES JBMMmAIM
dohagmonb. MmammE AsbL, 39HMobobomznlb ,600@30MAYMa3N”, MHm-
0gmboig 0ob Mggnmomymo@ obbybgdL, yxmMm 86033690mmM30600,
30000M9 ©9d09Ma0n. ,,60030MAYyMa30“ 39hHMnbobm3znb 030399, MoQ
3o®mMb0aL ,,H0ds0mbob” 3MLAMLOL nEIsWIPM0 3oMongds: nb sMab
10smagbo gmbomn gmbgos (dggLodsdgds 0gMmdb. nous noétos-L),
00806 MmEgLbog ©gd0yMman, 390dmgds 830033600, MM d99bodysn-
byodY ,3mbngM gmMBgOsb“ (BggLedsdgds 09MdB. nous noeros-b). s8330-
Mo, 39hMbab 3mdgbdomTn yBgbsgbo gMmaby o ©gdnnmanl, Mm-
3mmy dogmo 3mbAmbLaL Jgdmgdgnlb, ™m30Lg0900, gMmo TbMng,
LagaMagEME, 0YbHIMns, bmem, 3gmMmg dbMog, ydnyMmgn BoMIm-
30396L gmbgdab yyMm ,odsm* EmbaL, 30Mg ,60030MAYMxrN



bdnMmo ab oMz sMab bobLbybgdn ng, bosy 3ghMmabab d3nmbzgma,
3MBMH9gLbHnob godmadnbamyg, dnb bbgbgdsb gmab.

MmmgmmM dgndmgds 88 gomMmgdnb obLBS? gxyodmmod, 39hMmabab-
®30L oM 0d690mEs s30mMN, 3Mm3mgb Mmbhmmmganab gebdsm@godn-
Lob dgbogzgMmabo sEagnmo dmgdgobs bomymao bLodysmmb dgdmdgads-
©ob 39h-bo3mado 30Mmzbymo bsbosmobmgzgal, bmem, dgmMmy
0bMn3g, bbgo 3WMeHMbogMbms ALEIZLO® O sMbHMBIMazmMbM bo-
606000m8®9aME, 3oL byMEY, EgE3 ©gdnyManymn/dgdmgagwgon-
00 30%9%00b 36033690mmMds LadysMmb BDg-MmMYma Jobsmdab bab-
h90000. 0sMbgdomns nbog, MM 39HMoba JMobdHnsbo nym ©o Mmse30b0
3M33b6homa 8ob6 gMabdHnobn d30mbzgmabmzab Eobgms. dgbodmme,
9L aym 80090, MM ydommabo gMmo o Ydayman dob 3ma3gbhomdn
00000J30b 0096OMo® bobLNMEYONH, MYIEe 39HM0Bn 6T5L dogmnob
096M3600 godmbohogzb. bbgs dbMmog, LodmagsEmE, 3gbhmabo 3Mm3-
gL gommbmanab v9335haMn 3M3gbHodhmma aym: 3ghHMabob 3m-
096(hoMAdn, obg3zg MmgmmE 3Mm3mgbosb, ydnyMmanyma/dgdmygay-
90000 809990, 30TMOMNZ 309x0Meb FgEeMadnm, JBM™M dIM bo-
®9byMmBYs dndYBdMIMoMONL ngMmoMmgoym xog300. 39L0ds00boE, Oy
39960900 gMm0 gongn3zgdmos dodmomng 30BxBMeb, bmenm ©gdo-
1M30 ©)80yMmagnym/898mddggdnm 80dgdmMsb, 85306 gb P3068L369-
om0, gbong, 3996090 gMomsb dgoMmadom Eods baxgbymb Pb@o
0303900490L. 6700b3ngM F9dmbzg3e80, Mo MmO ©s Fobobnomydy-
moE oM 96 9609490MmeEaLb 3amodmbob gdonmab 3gbhmabaob gonmm-
bmxnsdo, ob 39M F990MYds 3obLLIYMYOYM 3603369MMOLLY @Y
3930m9000 y@mm 3ghom gobLodM3zMyM bsbnomgodsl bodwznmn
2MLOLY (567 ,HNBINMLOLS 3MLAMLAL 3sMoEgdnb), MMBgmnE o8 P3o-
6ob3b69mb 39dMMnBab MBBHMEmanym bobhgdoado gdaaze.

In the commentary on Proclus’ Elements of Theology loane Petritsi
mentions and discusses not only the issues which are a subject of Proc-
lus’ Elements, but also those which are set forth in other ancient Greek
philosophical treatises. Plato’s Timaeus, along with his other dialogues,
is important for Petritsi for commenting on Proclus’ philosophy.

The aim of this paper is to analyze Petritsi's point of view on the
creator of the visible world, i.e. the Demiurge of Plato’s Timaeus. The
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Demiurge of Plato’s Timaeus has an ambiguous role in Petritsi’'s com-
mentary. Petritsi does not analyze his figure as thoroughly as the true
being, soul, intellect, Henads, limit and infinity, or the most important
one - the supreme One. In Petritsi's commentary the Demiurge is a
craftsman, God, who forms the visible world, although in some cases he
is almost (i.e. quite vaguely and not clearly) identified with the Supreme
One. Or, to put it more precisely, it is the Supreme One who receives in
rare cases the features of a personal God and Demiurge. However, in the
ontological hierarchy exposed by Petritsi, the true being (i.e. the first
being, the father of intellects, the totality of intellects) plays a crucial
role as the prime principle of all kinds of beings and forms, i.e. of every-
thing except formless matter. Obviously, the true Being is much more
important to Petritsi than the Demiurge, as he mentions the former
regularly. The true Being is for Petritsi the paradigm of Plato’s Timaeus
and the Supreme Intelligible Intellect (nous noétos), while the Demiurge,
as we can conclude, plays a role of an Intellectual Intellect (nous noe-
ros). Thus, in Petritsi's commentary, on the one hand, the features of the
supreme One and the Demiurge as producers of the whole universe are
in certain cases virtually identical; though, on the other hand, the De-
miurge represents a lower level of intellect than the true Being and in
many cases, he is absent where a reader of Petritsi’'s commentary, follo-
wing the context, expects his presence.

How can we explain this ambiguity? | suppose that for Petritsi, inter-
preting Proclus’ ontology, it was difficult, on the one hand, to find an
adequate place for the more or less personal character of the begetter
of the visible world while, on the other hand, like other Platonists and
against Aristotelians, he wanted to preserve the role of the demiurgic-
[creative cause in the mechanism of the non-temporal formation of the
universe. Last but not least, Petristi was a Christian, and he wrote his
commentary on Proclus for Christian readers. This was probably a reason
why in some cases the supreme One and the Demiurge received almost
identical characteristics, although Petritsi expressed this very vaguely.
However, in general, Petritsi was an adequate commentator of Proclus’
philosophy: in Petritsi’s opinion, as in Proclus, the demiurgic/creative ca-
use occupies a lower level than the paternal cause in the hierarchical
chain of causality. Therefore, if the supreme One is to be identified with
the paternal cause and the Demiurge with the demiurgic/creative cause,
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then the Demiurge must be placed lower than the supreme One. Anyway,
whatever might be the role and character of Plato’s Demiurge in Petritsi’'s
philosophy, it cannot be compared with the immense importance and
much more definite characteristic that the true being (i.e. the paradigm
of cosmos in Timaeus) has in Petritsi’s ontological system.



