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Leviathan, or the Perspectives of
Capitalism in Georgia

Summary

Structure of the present chapter is as follows: 1. fixation
of the general pattern of socio-economic evolution and
principle of political arrangement of an economic-geographical
region; 2. the cyclic dialectics; 3. zone confrontation; 4.
physical-geographic determinism and Georgia; 5. origin of
socialism in Georgia.

A man of Neolithic Age is universal. He is a farmer, a
herdsman, an artisan and a manager at the same time. There
exists no political regalia. This is the period of universal
equality, primitive anarchic Communism, [ cycle of
Communism.

Social evolution is nothing more than a functional
distribution. Spatial redistribution of the agricultural functions
is a basis for a genesis of economic-geographical region, a
country, i.e. environment has been created where a statehood
was realized.

Other polarization is a separation of the administrative
functions. Administrators required specific stimulus. Concrete
clan stops to be a producer, but preserves clan ownership of a
land, gaining more and more lands. Wars bring a clan some
new lands and free leaseholders. Economic contract is
substituted by a social contract within a clan in order to keep
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them calm, political structure emerges. Such protostates are
spread in any economic-geographical region at the initial stage
and genesis of the hegemonic clans depends upon their
possessive relation with the mines of a leading metal. After
protostates within a country secure a control over the
interstitial sites by introducing a global social contract. Thus
real Protofeudalism emerges. Yeomanry and leaseholders
produced the agricultural goods while a tiny upper class was
totally integrated within a country. And “absolutism” is
adopted for a strict control.

Then a small number of yeomanry joined the upper
classes increasing the local structures. Thus Feudalism and
disintegration emerges.

Reanimation of political integration is already an
alliance of the feudals directed against the perspective frondist
sentiments of the burgs. Growing bourgeoisie is a reason for
establishment of absolutism as a counterargument.

Stage of a dictatorship during Capitalism has two social
subjects: nearly half of economically active population having
monies and the remaining majority. Capitalism is a dangerous
concentration of proletariat. At the first stage, autocratic rule is
necessary. But is it necessary to have a monocentrism? Indeed,
ruling class is already numerous. Industrial Capitalism is of
metropolitan character, it has colonies where a considerable
number of administrative staff is sent. So the social contract is
inevitable.

The same situation is at the democratic stage of
Capitalism, despite strengthening of a social basis of capital —
here a genesis of a social category of the farmers is meant.
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Social democratic stage of Capitalism means
neocolonialism and concentration of the metropolitan ruling
classes within a country. Still a complete local integration is
needed to maintain peace throughout the World.

Gradual absolute growth of a produce per capita
requires cardinally different stimulus — that is the communal
one. State, or a social contract becomes useless. This is
anarchic Communism, II cycle of Communism.

But, maybe, such arrangement of the industrial
complexes will be followed by a revanchism of the agro-
industrial complexes? By no means; at that moment it will be
impossible to change economic profile. So, this is already
anarchic World revolution.

Anarchic “comment” of the state attributes is as
follows: 1. money — its counterargument is a clearing. The
emissions are no longer necessary; 2. customs — Northern zone
(European in a broad sense) is industrial, Southern one (Asian
also in a broad sense) — agro-industrial. No protectionism is
necessary any longer; 3. war is not necessary anymore; 4.
social policy is realized by economic unit itself.

I cycle of Capitalism came to a dead point due to
“energetic crisis”; an invention of a steam engine was not
followed by its intensive use. Only II cycle of Capitalism
managed to solve power problem. And only then the
metropolitan systems started to menace the rest of the World
seriously. Future will bring universal peace and collaboration.

Now about Georgia. Georgia (Colchis and Kartli/Iberia,
Georgia after a synthesis) has always been allied to the
European countries. West Georgia is non-irrigative, and East
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and South Georgia form the very north, in fact non-Asiatic part
of the irrigative sector. That means country’s industrial profile.

The perspectives of socio-political evolution of Georgia
are as follows: 1. short-term existence of liberalism, admission
to the EU and the NATO; 2. long-term devotion to social
democratic concept.
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North and South, or Social Democratic Conversion of
the Orthodox World

Summary

Struggle between the North and the South is global
perspective confrontation. The capitalistic metropolitan system
and the agro-industrial confederation are the rivals in this case.

An essence of this conflict will be a global desire and
aspiration of the economic-geographical regions with the
colonial profile for a moderate industrial revolution. Their
desired result is a catastrophe — a market-hunger and a
starvation of the North, an agrarization and reduced
evolutionary rates all over the World.

Physical geographic determinism of the North and the
South is as follows: marine, humid continental, Mediterranean
and humid subtropical areas form non-irrigative sector or the
North, while semiarid and arid areas — irrigative sector or the
South.
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Capitalization of the consciousness means global
functional distribution. One part of economic-geographical
regions is superindustrial, another part — permanent supplier of
food and raw material. Such order keeps normal evolution.

And how are these functions distributed?

Towards the 9"-8" cc. B.C. advantage of the Southern
evolutionary rates was substituted by a leading role of the
Greek non-irrigative Mediterranean culture. This advantage of
the non-irrigative sector has been maintained until nowadays.

I cycle of Capitalism (Graeco-Roman) concentrated
itself mainly on Mediterranean, marine, humid continental and
humid subtropical areas.

IT cycle of Capitalism established colonial system and
did its best to maintain agro-industrial profile of the South.

Neocolonialism, the principle of contemporary world
economics, makes it run. Southern protectionism, something
like Iranian “revolution”, is an obvious antonym. And what
will happen if South accepts latter idea?

Solution of the problem is NATO’s Eastern
enlargement towards the Slavic spaces and Georgia, the West
part of which is non-irrigative, and the East and South — the
extreme North of the irrigative sector.

The forces will be distributed like as follows: above the
equator — industrial North and agro-industrial South; and below
the equator — industrial in prospect South and agro-industrial
North.

What the future conflict will be like? It is hard to say,
but the North will win. The World functional distribution
should last forever.
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Main condition for Western and Eastern European
countries’ military alliance is latter’s rapid social democratic
conversion, stimulus for quick economic progress.

Social democracy with its specific taxation lessens the
differences between the classes, thus presenting itself as “red”
Capitalism.
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Georgia — 3 000 Years of
Statehood

Summary

Evolution of the Georgian statehood is as follows:

I. Feudal state

a) Protofeudal “absolutism” and “tyrannies”. Diaokhi,
Zabakha . . . > kingdom of Kartli (East, South and Southwest
Georgia) — 12™ ¢. B.C.-1* half of the 4™ c. A.D.; Colcha >
Colchis (West Georgia) — 10" ¢. B.C.-1% half of the 1* c. A.D.

b) Early feudal “absolutism”. Kingdom of Kartli — 2"
half of the 4™ c.-beginning of the 6™ c.; Colchis/Lazica/Egrisi —
23" e,

¢) Early feudal oligarchy. Principality of Kartli — 6™ -8"
cc.; kingdom of Lazica/Egrisi — 34 ¢,

d) Feudal fragmentation. Kartli — 8"-10" cc.; Lazi-
ca/Egrisi — 5"-8" cc.

e) Unified feudal monarchy. Kingdom of Egrisi/Apkha-
zeti — 810" cc.; kingdom of Georgia — 10™-13" cc.; kingdom
of Kartli — 13™-14"™ cc.; kingdom of Imereti (West Georgia) —
13"-14" cc.; kingdom of Georgia — 14™ -15" cc.; kingdom of
Imereti — 16" c.

f) Feudal fragmentation. East Georgia — 15™-18" cc.;
Imereti — 16™-19™ cc.

II. Capitalistic state

a) Social democratic experiment (1918-1921)

b) Democracy building (from 1992).
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Jomggmmb ab@mEMonb 0bbEOGNENL IMMBgda. L3gnomuma ao-
3mdggds. 3moMggmabs o@gdnmms Mosdbmms, g3. 139-140.

* Gabem Lodbgmm 3mMgL3mM©Y6 30580 LomdoMas sMEoasbnwob as-
Ly 3mBaboomdrgagdy, Ly 5000 3o3%g, GM3mgdanz do3dgoda
3mdMomdbyb. o 530dalb s 3gm3MgdL dmals orsbbdmgds dmabs-
65, 30l g0dm, 700 3530L goMms, yzgmabn babmgddan sdM4bobgb.
9.0. gb sgommdFogn dogmazns ymggoems. ob. Martepuansl s onmca-
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Lobmgmds  3mb3MagGmm  GgMo@mMosdy  dndpabamg
ddogMn dmgmagbgdols 0bgM @« ymo doymmgdgemo aym.

6o dmbes ds0bz sbgma mLIsmms 033gFnsdo
XIX b. 3995 bsbgdobogol, Mods(s Jotoggm dnbermadms 3s-
LomEmds gobodntmds?!

1878 Bmodwgz Ladmbgmdmbgs Lodybmodm o
dofomo@ LadsMmggmmb dmMol 360d36gmmgsebo  aym.
M 31396@ Mo ©osbGNMgdnmas, Mm3 sjomtn bo-
bevggem-badgn@mbgm 3Gmead300b BoMdmagds 0dwagbow
89358 96MEd 3g0mmdMng dmmbmgbgdl, Gmd dabo o-
©0 babomo hfMpommgmom nyngdmes, s gb yggmeyg-
(0 o Jos 33sGmgzgmmdal MHmL bogdmes.® obgdbocs
30 1877 bemobogol 5, . . . oo dobgms-3mbgms oo,
mgm (g ogofMobo3gb, saMgmgg anmasl, Jodomb s
0300 B0gmobdos“.® 93mbm3nzmHo mmangs dob 0b@q6-
Loggogasnol dmambmges LOYmo g3mbmangyma nbGga-
5(300L 3goboo. Fbmod Joomggmos abwagggbd -
mmos ofdos dadotm sdomsz 0gbgdbmes gob3nmm-

dgommo.

HMSI PYCCKO-Typelikoit BoviHbl 1877-1878 rr. Ha KaBka3zcko-Majoa3naTckoM
teatpe. T. 1. CII6. 1904, a3. 337. LodbgoMmm 3MEgL3MEb(30sd039
Lomdomns Abgdalb Bobsomdwga LadMdmmggmom s Esbnxdo bo-
bombm moddmab dg369d5bg. ob. Marepuansl 1715 ONUCaHUS PYCCKO-
Typeukoii BoitHbl 1877-1878 rr. na Kaska3zcko-Majioa3suaTckoM TeaTpe. T.
1, 3. 360.
5 C. C. Dcamze. Ucropuueckast 3anucka o6 ympasieHnn Kaskazom. T. 2.
Tud. 1907, g3.260.
¢ 0. gogdogedg. mbBsemb Lodomggmm. ,03960s". Ne8. 21 s3Gnmo.
1877, a3. 11.
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1878 Bgmb 3dom13nb, sGmng0bol o >MEGo60l’
dbamggdn ModMogds boGMomumds oymdds/mbdsmm
ymggoemds HRobmgbn3ds (go@)ovgo.s 9.0, 50d0bab@Mma(30
3MGo bboom oMy LbmGgo domgsb 3mMI3mgd@gdmes.
dqbmod  JoMoggmoms  0boggmgb@ymmds oM dms
d0doMm 53003 0d690Ms gob3nmdgdyymo.

XIX Loy 3960L 30-056 Bemgddo LyyEms63s MJoivy-
mo Lob@gds goomgds. modamom@qdl dobol babs(szemme
396L0s ©5960365m, 330 oo Jggdmmon sy dombegy
bocggdmmdadn 3gmgn madstn 393330Mgmdomo Jue-
Job (358mals) Laboom dggdabsm. 380gM0Esb dqqwsb dg-

3Ly ao@abobomgdl Mgammotmmo sGdns ybos dgg-

7 Gabgomol dog6h ©039393mmo, Jooggmgdom obsbmadmmoa, §g-
G0@mE0gdn M meddo (06macT) go@aboboms: yoMbnb s doorg-
dob. ob. C. C. Dcanze. UcTopuyeckas 3amucka o6 ympasieHun Kaskazom.
T. 2, 83. 256, 258, 260; g43. ovoysndgama. s@dgmemmanno gdb3goo-
(300 3mad-mmmabdo s Robgmda 1907 Bgmb. 3ofadba. 1938, a3. 3.
4o&bob meddo 3930000 3980 JoMormmoa abBmGammo 3Gm306(30-
900 = mE0gzg Gom, jmems, 3MEGesbo, gMndgmoa, gmbmza (C. C.
Bcanse. Mcropuyeckas 3ammcka o6 ynpasnennn Kaskaszom. 1. 2, g3. 261;
943 09ygsndgzomo. sMdgmemmanntn 54b3goa0s 3mms-mmmalido s
Robgmdn 1907 69l a3. 3; BemomocTs 0 KonuyecTBe KOPEHHOTO Hacee-
Hist Kapcckoii obnactu 86 1904 rony. IlaMsaTHas KHIDKKA U aIpechb-KajeH-
mapb Kapcckoit obmact Ha 1906 roms. Kapes. 1906 r. Nel). dsorqydnbs
meddo dg300s d93gan Jodorgma ob@mMommo 3Gm3zabzngda —
o0gats, gmofxgmo, dogdgoma (C. C. Deanze. Mcropuueckas 3amucka o6
ynpasnenun Kaskaszom. T. 2, a3. 260).

8 33593b 30M@sdatn 3060d6gds dommsd yoboweb oo ymagomn
Babm3603980L g30395(300Dg. 0b. Lodemggmmb gHm3zbmema stdngo.
LoabBmGom (396@EomyGn sfdoga. g3. 1438. ob. 1. &. gbodal ogM
Jdgammggdamo obomgdnesb. baddg 712. gdngMaz0s s dogMo(s0s
4o&Lob memddo (Gnbayem 965Bg). BM. 3. Mo@mB o6 Mbos 3036 (39e0-
@b gb megero 8oy meaddy?!
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Bobo.” o) gog0mzemobBabgdom ndol, Gmd XIX bowzmbab Il
bobgzomMdn o YRGm g3006, 1339 Gnbo 033gGs@mEal
9399936M©m30 3939006 bmemmm baddnsdgomgdo o
3093 9Gmo o) mo obbgbogds ', Jgagodmos ogsb33-
boo d93ga0: JoMmzgmo mndstom@gda Inm ol aotgdg
5MAbgb, MLgdds 30 Dmgogdo domgabl, 306(5 3gbLnsls
00935, 3539mgdo dmdgb." mb3smms dogH 3Gmg0b-
(309030 356mBol b0bsdg 565LEMAMINL 3G0b(3030L ®@s-
bgMa3ed sanmmdmagn gmo@s sbggg sbofoms — 3ob
503060bEM0Mgdals 3Mngomgans(3 @o3oMas. sn, Mab 6g@mb
309900 ,039M05“ ymzggmngg 53sbmsb s ogdatigdao: ,, . .
. 635600l 335Mmgdmmded sbems 39993bg dmagome.
1856 Bl mb3smmb Logommggmmb mogo sDbonEms
(393900b) 093353900 LEGOFdMmML oNdsMgl s godme(3-
bogl, Mm3d 335M0gdmmdal yboom baggomgnemm bogg-
930 s BoM3sbgdn god30bxmbm s sbamn bybob ©og3zs-
om dbamol gomdobgdom dgbzgommbm. 3949335 Lobo-
oo d0mgl 3035-3030L Jomomegda, LodsMomggemmb
3989980 dmdgdyman BgFamgdo s bgsbmdmgdals 56 do-

?8. bgobadg. Mgl abEmEs (1299-2000 66.). »d. 2007, a3. 289-
290, 313.

"% 943. moys0dg0mo. sBgmmmaono 94b3ga(z0s JMmse-mmonlbdn
s Robaemdn 1907 Bgemb, a3. 17. 00Bg@b Go goLob mengolb meonbol
M3Manlb Imbobrgmdal, 943. maysndgomn smbodbogl, Mm3 sdon-
o 3Msegmmgbmds 3nbmndo Jomggmas, 393980 30 93mm3bm©bgb
b0ddnodznmmals g30Mgmemmdsl (9Mm-gMmmn Jomasbn saommdmngn
domoz00b Bg360s).

" 8sa., 350930 myAnado 345594 qbg@0bs 3060sb owo bsBamo
Lobgm3bogm bsgmmmgds aym, dbmemme 13500 ©gbg@obss 396dm
Lo gnomgdada. ab. sm. 89bnsbndgnema, 3. Lodbmbady, b. Jmd@odgzn-
mo, ©. §nddamadg. m. gobgmady. Hbaymo 3memmbosmadda bo-
Jotmggmman. md. 2008, a3. 170.
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3960b goM356780 s Batanbgl. 3mgemmmbgb bzsbom -
0L Byommdab. mb3semmb 3dofmmgdemmdad Mo 3o gb bg-
Momgdo a53mbByms s ma30b sMbnggddn 3398, ao-
dmd3bo@s 096badsmnl dgbobndbago bo@yzgdoa: ,gmzgmn
9399936M©m30  0339M00bs, MsbsdMom bws LBg3gL
bofgbs oz Mbos Bmwgdabs o LoMBINEmgdabs ny-
.12 »MEqLs(3 MLIsmmb 33sMNgdmmMdsd 0 bbadsmo
a0dmo3bos, MM ymagmo 43939360@mdn bgsbofnbs
00653650 dmbaM 3960 5M056m, 53 @AM dmabdm 5b-
bom@ms ggmads. d9aq0L 396300 Bng(3000 O SBbY@bO
350565LBMAE66 a4mgbgdmsb.”"? Fnbmod JeGmggmons
0boggMgb@mmds odjms dodsto sdomsz 0gdbg-
dmos 3ob30Mmdgdmmoa.

dmEom, 36sbmm, Mo donwglb Fnbeadds JoMogg-
9335 Mbgmab 033960530 063ME3MES(300L dggasw:

1) 3939335 — (3m@9d 806s s sgommdFng domo-
(30090 3569360569300 Lodnomgds

2) dmogatggdds — 03039 LEsGYLo Lobgmdbogm
30bq0%y

3) boomm JoGnggmgdds dmgswse — obsmhgbo
Jofomggmada.

M39e0038 995bcob @ogo3d0m9300 0b. 0. @b, o. 08-
3modzoemo. 3. gagmbsdaocro. 3mbbE 0B 3000 (3530m00m93980
»bdsemmb bsomorz900md0“ (858 mbydmdol s bmmydmomdol
30999985 bodbmgor o Lodbmyor-obsgerngor bogsmoggemmdn

2 398Mg 13035830m0. mLb3ommb LadoMmggmm. sgaMs. 039008
Ne13. 26 8s0bo. 1877, a3. 14.
13 398Mg 80353300, MmbIsemb LogoMmggmm. dogdgma. ,039605%.
Ne18. 30 0360bo. 1877, a3. 9.
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XVI-XIX boey ynbggddn). o2d. 2013, 35. 18-30, 39-50.

A Page in Constitutional History.
Denunciation of the Estates
in Southwest Georgia

The following common features can be traced for the
Ottoman and the Russian Empires starting from the 70s of the
19™ ¢. onwards:

1) Byzantinism — both empires saw themselves as heir
of “Kingdom of the Romans”, i.e. East European hegemonic
power, former rapidly regressing, from this point of view, latter
yet being desirable protector

2) Continental imperialism; these multinational empires
comprised both, Europe and Asia. European and Asian
provinces had different statuses, Asians being beyond the
favour as usually

3) Both metropolises (Eastern Thrace and Anatolia, for
the Ottoman Empire, and Russia itself, for the Russian Empire)
still possessed prominent agricultural sections

4) At a certain degree, both metropolises used the state
socialistic way to run the economics (state property was
especially prominent in the Russian industry)
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5) Moderate rates of modernization.

And the differencies are as follows:

1) Nonhereditary autocracy of the Ottomans, and
hereditary monarchy in Russia

2) Absence of the estates (i.e. privileged restricted
group) in the Ottoman Empire; and, on the contrary, existence
of the estates everywhere through the Russian Empire

3) The Ottomans had reputation for cosmopolitism
while selecting the bureaucracy in the centre, and some respect
for national feelings in the provinces. And the Russian imperial
structures were served by the Russian aristocracy

4) Russian aristocracy, holding the imperial offices,
was Orthodox Christian totally, and Islam was prerequisite to
have a job in the Ottoman structure.

Very prominent Georgian-Turkish commercial relations
pass through the small towns like Ardahan and Artvin, Oltu
and Yusufeli, and the outskirts, with the local folk being
thoroughly engaged in this service. Many of them, the Turkish
citizens, speak also the Georgian language, as a family one.
And Georgian historical monuments, scattered everywhere, are
under special care of the Turkish government. Knowledge of
history of this interaction is a way to build the most rational
network.

Georgian principality of Samtskhe-Saatabago was
incorporated by the Ottomans in the 16™ c. as they wished to
secure their Anatolian domains while confronting the Safavis.
Georgian feudals lost their lands just to receive them back as

42



the state property now in their use instead of military service
rendered to sultan. As zaims and timariots, the Georgians also
packed the local administration, i.e. of Giirgistan (Childir)
Vilayet, maintaining the Georgian language due to the
permanent economic links with the rest of Georgia.'*

These bilingual warriors resisted the Russian army
bravely, while assault of Akhaltsikhe on August 15", 1828."
Indeed, they cared much for their social privileges.
Reunification with the rest of Georgia was a great idea, even
under Russian hegemony, but there was no need for the
timariots in the Christian Empire. They never knew what could
be the next step — the lands in their use, were they to be
delivered to them in hereditary possession, or — just taken away
forever. There was only one thing they were quite sure about —
namely, no administrative positions for them in the Russian
Empire, these positions were all reserved for the Orthodox
Russians.

4T, Dundua, A. Tabuashvili. Emancipation of the Serfs in the Southern and
Southwestern Georgia (Childir Vilayet) (in Georg. with Engl. summary). To
the Splendid Hermitage Places of Klarjeti. Special Issue. Proceedings.
Institute of Georgian History. Faculty of Humanities. Ivane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University. Tbilisi. 2012, pp. 134-141.

' Military reports show heavy fightings while the sieges of small Georgian
towns like Akhalkalaki, Akhaltsikhe and Atskuri (to outline their strength,
the defenders of Akhalkalaki used to say — “guy from Kars is better than
three from Yerevan, and two guys from Kars are no match for one from
Akhalkalaki”; defenders of Akhaltsikhe used to say — “it is easier to hunt
down the moon from the sky, than moon from Akhaltsikhe mosque”). The
garrisons of these fortresses refused to surrender and they fought severely.
v. YTBepXKIeHne pycckoro BianbidecTsa Ha Kaskaze. 1. 4. u. 2. Ilon pen.
redepan-maiiopa B. ITorro. Bpemsa Ilackesuua. Typenxas BoiiHa. 1828-
1829 roner. Tud. 1908, pp. 59, 86.
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Russo-Turkish war of 1828-1829 gave to Russia control
over two Georgian-speaking provinces of Childir Vilayet —
Samtskhe (with Akhaltsikhe as principal town) and Javakheti
(with Akhalkalaki as principal town). Some of the timariots
received land in possession thus obtaining the same rights as
the rest of the Georgian aristocracy — only few auxiliary
provincial administrative positions were reserved for them.
Those working on the state lands preserved the same status.'
And local commercial classes were too tiny either to protest, or
not the changing of constitution. Perhaps, there was enough
reason for many Muslim Georgians to leave the Christian
Empire. Still, economic reintegration of Georgia to its logical
and historical boundaries was in action, progressive from every
point of view.

Capture of Artaani/Ardahan fortress while Russo-
Turkish war of 1877-1878 again shows Georgians fighting
against the Russians.!” No other signs of local activities are
traced. Why? What made Muslim Georgians so indifferent?
What happened in the Ottoman Empire towards the midst of

16, Dundua, A. Tabuashvili. Emancipation of the Serfs in the Southern and
Southwestern Georgia (Childir Vilayet) (in Georg. with Engl. summary). To
the Splendid Hermitage Places of Klarjeti. Special Issue. Proceedings.
Institute of Georgian History. Faculty of Humanities. Ivane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University, pp. 139-140.

' Russian officer reports about enemy forces of about 5000 moving through
Shavsheti region after they had left Ardahan. Then they quarrelled with
pasha being left with only 700 men, the rest went home, i.e. that was local
militia. v. Marepuainsl 1 onrcaHusl pyccKO-TypelKoii BoiHbl 1877-1878
rr. Ha KaBkaszcko-Manoasuatckom Teatpe. T. 1. CI16. 1904, p. 337. Next
report contains note about militia gathering in Artanuji/Ardanug. v.
Marepuannl I ONMKMCAaHUS PYCCKO-Typeukou BouHbl 1877-1878 rr. Ha
Kaska3zcko-Manoa3matckom teatpe. T. 1, p. 360.
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the 19" ¢.?

Even up to 1878 the commodity turnover between
Muslim Georgia and Georgia proper was prominent. It is well
recorded that Southwestern Georgia produced definitely more
food than needed just to be sold Northwards, and this was
happening while the Ottoman rule.'® By 1877 even the Chans
from Rize district, speaking the Mingrelian/West Georgian
language, and having sultan as supreme ruler, “ . . . move
intensively to Adjara, Guria, Kartli (provinces of Georgia) and
Tiflis itself”."” There could be only one way — that is economic
reintegration of Georgia. That is also why the Muslim
Georgians were so indifferent towards the Ottomans.

Due to the Russian advance, the sites of Batumi, Artvini

and Artaani’® were left by many Turks from former provincial

18 C. C. Deanze. Wcrtopuueckas 3anucka o6 ympasienun Kaskazom. T. 2.
Tud. 1907, p.260.

" 1. Chavchavadze. Ottoman Georgia (in Georg.). “Iveria”. April 21, 1877.
Neg, p. 11.

* Places where the Georgians dwelt and captured by the Russians were
divided into two newly formed provinces (o6iaactb): that of Kars and
Batumi. v. C. C. Dcanze. HMcropuueckasg 3ammcka o0 yIIpaBJIeHUU
KaBkazom. 1. 2, pp. 256, 258, 260; Ekv. Takaishvili. Archaeological
Expedition of 1907 in Kola-Oltisi and Changli (in Georg.). Paris. 1938, p. 3.
Province of Kars included the following Georgian historical provinces:
Tao, Kola, Artaani, Erusheti, Photskhovi (C. C. Dcanze. McTopuueckas
3anucka o6 ympasienuu Kaskasom. 1. 2, p. 261; Ekv. Takaishvili.
Archaeological Expedition of 1907 in Kola-Oltisi and Changli (in Georg.),
p. 3; BemomocTe 0 xonmyecTBe KOpeHHOro HaceseHist Kapcckoit obmactu
Bb 1904 rony. [TamsiTHast KHIKKA 1 anpechb-KaneHnapb Kapcckoit obractu
Ha 1906 romb. Kapch. 1906 r. Nel). Province of Batumi included the
following Georgian historical provinces: Adjara, Klarjeti, Shavsheti (C. C.
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administration.?!

So, the Turks and not bilingual Muslim
Georgians formed the local administration by that time. That is
also why the Muslim Georgians were so indifferent towards the
Ottomans.

System of the timars was abolished in the 30s of the
19" ¢. Former timariots were offered pension instead of land.
Still, there was a possibility for them to buy former timar as
mulk, i.e. in hereditary possession, from which they would pay
taxes to support new regular arrny.22 Only few Georgian begs,
i.e. Muslim Georgian nobles, mostly Khimshiashvilis, are
mentioned in the 2™ half of the 19% ¢. and later, as the subjects
of Tsar.” That means as follows: Georgian timariots failed to
get the mulks. Later, the Russians alloted only some of them,
receiving pension, with the lands.**

Very feudal in essence, local Muslim élite suffered
from the other changes too. Legal equality, now introduced in

BDcanze. Uctopuueckas 3anucka o6 ynpasienuu Kapkazom. 1. 2, p. 260).
*' We know for sure that former Turkish administration evacuated itself
from the town of Kars. v. National Archive of Georgia. Central Historical
Archive. F 1438. Descr. 1. From the Material Collected by B. Esadze. Case
712. Emigration and Migration in the Province of Kars (in Russ.), p. 3. This
model can be used for the whole province.
? M. Svanidze. History of Turkey (1299-2000) (in Georg.). Tb. 2007, pp.
289-290, 313.
* Ekv. Takaishvili. Archaeological Expedition of 1907 in Kola-Oltisi and
Changlin (in Georg.), p. 17. Most of the population are Muslim Georgians,
and the begs are Khimshiashvilis — that is what he tells while describing
Oltisi district (okpyr) in the province of Kars.
* ¢.g. Only small part of land in Batumi district (oxpyr) was private (13 500
desetinas from total 345 594). The rest is state property. v. A.
Bendianishvili, M. Samsonadze, S. Kokrashvili, D. Tchumburidze, O.
Janelidze. Russian Colonialism (in Georg.). Tb. 2008, p. 170.
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the Ottoman provinces, cut their privileges at provincial level.
Here is the whole story narrated by “Iveria”, very popular in
the 19" c. Georgian newspaper, issued in Tbilisi/Tiflis: “
now sultan’s government decided to deal with the begs. In
1856 they summoned the leaders of the Georgian nobles (the
begs) to Istanbul. The request was as follows: old family
charters were needed to be checked and substituted by the new
ones. The begs, willingly presenting all the charters, signed by
the Georgian kings, sultans or the shahs, thought of sultan’s
grace. As soon as the the government cheated out of these
charters, they locked them in archives saying the words of
Tanzimat: all the subjects of the Empire are equal before the
law.”® “With Tanzimat and legal equality being established by
the Ottomans, the aznauris (Georgian nobles) lost their
privileges. The begs started to receive the pension and aznauris
became equal to the peasants”.26 That is also why the Muslim
Georgians were so indifferent towards the Ottomans.

The Muslim Georgians, what did they receive after
being incorporated into the Russian Empire?

1) There was land reserved for some of the former begs
and membership in local militia

2) Peasants remained mostly at the state lands.

3) And all they joined the Christian Georgians.

» P. Umikashili. Ottoman Georgia. Adjara (in Georg.). “Iveria”. May 26,
1877. Ne13, p. 14.

%0 P, Umikashili. Ottoman Georgia. Shavsheti (in Georg.). “Iveria”. June 30,
1877. Ne18, p. 9.
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GEORGIA AND TURKEY TODAY

BLACK SEA

FEUDAL GEORGIA

Oltisi
.
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BLACK SEA

SAMTSKHE AND JAVAKHETI
IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE

BLACK SEA

Batumi



FORMER CHILDIR VILAYET
IN THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE

Tskhinvali
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