
  299 

 

 

 

 

nikoloz JRenti 
k. kekeliZis saxelobis saqarTvelos xelnawerTa erovnuli centri 

 

mTis wm. giorgis monastris saeklesio siZveleebi 
(zogadi mimoxilva) 

 

mTis wm. giorgis monastris1 CvenTvis cnobili saeklesio-ritualuri daniS-
nulebis siZveleebis saerTo raodenoba 14-mde iyo. dReisaTvis maTi umravleso-

ba dakargulad iTvleba. maT Sesaxeb informacias vxvdebiT mTis wm. giorgis mo-
nastris saistorio sabuTebsa da g. boWoriZis naSromebSi, romelmac aRniSnu-
li siZveleebi 1923-1926 ww-Si, raWa-leCxumsa da imereTSi mogzaurobis dros 
moinaxula. es siZveleebi mniSvnelovani Zeglebi aRmoCnda rogorc uSualod 
monastris istoriisaTvis, aseve Sua saukuneebis saqarTvelos politikuri da 
saeklesio, aseve qarTuli xelovnebis istoriisaTvis. naSromSi zogadad mimo-
vixilav am siwmindeebs da kvlevis ZiriTad daskvnebs. 

 

1. „mTis mTavar mowame“; 
2. wm. marinas xati. 
wm. giorgis xati, monastris mTavari siwminde, dReisaTvis dakargulia. Cve-

namde SemorCenil werilobiT wyaroebSi mTis mTavar mowamisadmi mimarTvas pir-
velad vxvdebiT mTavari taZris Crdilo fasadze amokveTil X-XI s-is lapida-

rul warweraSi (dvali, 1968, gv. 162; silogava, 1980, gv. 48-49, 94). am xatisadmi mi-
marTvas vxvdebiT aseve 1029/30-1050 ww-is e.w. Zmuisis „oqros jvaris“ asomTav-
rul warweraSi (boWoriZe, 1995, gv. 90-93), 1465-1467 ww-is Sewirulobis sabuTSi 
(JRenti, 2011, gv. 205-208) da sxva sabuTebSi.2 1465-1467 ww-is sabuTis monakveTebi-

dan vgebulobT, rom 1465-1467 ww-isTvis mefis brZanebiT:  

                                                            
1 mTis wm. giorgis monasteri, romelic dRes leknaris, aseve „mTasaydaris“ saxelwodebebiTaa 
cnobili samecniero literaturaSi, qvemo raWaSi, raWis qedis ukidures samxreT kalTaze, ma-
Ral kldezea aRmarTuli da TariRdeba daaxloebiT IX s-is II naxevridan X s-is I naxevriT, mTa-

vari navis CrdiloeT minaSeni _ X s-is dasasruliT an XI s-is pirveli mesamediT, dasavleT mina-
Seni ki _ ufro mogviano periodiT. monastris Crdilo-dasavleTiT xvamlis mTaa aRmarTuli 
(boWoriZe, 1995: 85-90; dvali, 1968: 155-165). monastris koordinatebia _ 42°26’10.45“; 42°58’32.15“.  
2 monastris sxva sabuTebSi gvxvdeba mxolod mimarTva am xatisadmi (JRenti, 2011: 208; sea 1448-
2150; sea 1448-1533). 
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 moWedes wm. giorgis xati, didi albaTobiT, swored monastris mTavari 
relikvia, romelsac „mTis mTavar mowames“ uwodebdnen. 

 aseve moWedes wm. marinas xati. monastris mTavari xatis Semdeg moxseni-
eba am xatis did mniSvnelobaze metyvelebs. es aris am xatis erTader-

Ti xseneba saistorio wyaroebSi. dReisaTvis es xatic dakarguli unda 
iyos. 

 ganaaxles sxva Zveli da „bneli“ xatebi, raSic unda igulisxmebodes 
ferweruli xatebi, romlebic droTa ganmavlobaSi gaSavebuli iyo. 

 sabuTis sasisxlo nawilSi ki umTavres danaSaulad, rac SeiZleba mo-
nastris mimarT Cadeniliyo, swored monastris mTavari siwmindis – 
mTis mTavarmowamis – dazianebaa („gatexva“) dasaxelebuli, rasac umZi-
mesi sasjeli mosdevda („Zels acvan“). es danaSauli ufro mZimed iT-

vleboda, vidre monastris gaqurdva, jogis moparva, colis mitoveba 
da monastris ymis SemTxveviT mokvdinebac ki.  

 
3. Zmuisis „naTlismcemlis jvari“ / „oqros“ jvari 
es uZvirfasesi Zveli qarTuli xelovnebis nimuSi g. boWoriZes okribis sof. 

Zmuisis wm. giorgis eklesiaSi unaxavs, savaraudod 1925-1926 ww-Si.1  
jvris asomTavrul warwerebSi ixsenieba uSualod jvris qtitori vinme gla-

xaki arseni, bagrat kurapalati, kaxaber da miqel erisTavTerisTavebi (boWori-
Ze, 1995: 90-93).  

kaxaberi da miqel erisTavTerisTavi ixseniebian aseve 1071-1080 ww-is e.w. ni-
korwmindelis dawerilSi (SoSiaSvili, silogava, enuqiZe, 1987: 39-40, 43). didi 
albaTobiT, es pirebi swored Zmuisis „oqros jvris“ warweraSi moxseniebuli 
erisTavTerisTavebi kaxaberi da miqeli unda iyvnen. garda amisa, sabuTis mixed-
viT, es pirebi sabuTis avtoris – nikorwmindis ucnobi winamZRvris Tanamedrove-

ni iyvnen da XI s-is Sua periodSi moRvaweobdnen.2 es ki gvauwyebs, rom meore war-

                                                            
1 sof. Zmuisi wm. giorgis mTis ZirSi mdebareobs da daviT aRmaSeneblis mier unda yofiliyo Se-
wiruli mTis wm. giorgis monastrisaTvis (JRenti, 2011: 205-206). monastris es da sxva siwmindeebi 
monastris kuTvnil sof. Zmuissa da sof. wynorSi 1900-iani wlebis pirvel naxevarSi unda Camo-
esvenebinaT (boWoriZe, 1995: 89). 
2 1071-1080 ww-is sabuTi warmoadgens nikorwmindeli winamZRvris moRvaweobis angariSs (berZniS-
vili, 1962: 25). bunebrivia, masSi moxseniebuli kaxaberi da erisTavTerisTavi miqeli swored am 
winamZRvris Tanamedroveni iqnebodnen. amas adasturebs Tundac sabuTis is nawili, sadac kaxa-
beris colis Sewiruli naWrisgan nikorwmindis winamZRvars saritualo samosi Seukeravs. aRsa-
niSnavia, rom m. baxtaZes erisTavTerisTavi miqeli ar miaCnia raWis erisTavad da romelime sxva 
saerisTavos mmarTvelad moiazrebs (baxtaZe, 2003: 229). nikorwmindis dawerilis daTariRebisas, 
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weraSi moxseniebuli bagrat kurapalati bagrat IV-a, xolo jvari Seqmnilia mi-
si kurapalatobis periodSi, anu 1029/30-1050 ww-Si (gagoSiZe, 2004: 50; TavaZe, 
2011: 170).1  

ucnobi rCeba jvris qtitoris, „glaxaki arsenis“ vinaoba. didi albaTobiT, 
is gavleniani sasuliero piri unda yofiliyo. 1029/30-1050 ww-Si, bagrat IV-is 
kurapalatobisas da kaxaber da miqel kaxaberisZeebis erisTavobisas, man moaWe-
dvina sakurTxevliswina jvari mTis wm. giorgis monastrisaTvis.2  
 

4. Zmuisis wm. giorgis xati (I) (iSxnis (?) sakurTxevliswina jvris fragmenti) 
aRniSnuli artefaqtic antireligiur moZraobas Seewira. g. boWoriZis aRwe-

rilobis mixedviT, xatze gamosaxuli iyo sasaxlis kedelTan mdgomi wm. gior-
gi, romelic qisas aZlevs glaxakebs, xolo maT Soris Tokze Camokidebuli sami 
eSmaki xels uSlis mas mowyalebis gacemaSi. es xati gamorCeulia Tavisi iSvia-
Ti ikonografiiT da ucnobi melqisedek iSxneli episkoposis mosaxsenebeli 
warweriT (boWoriZe, 1995: 93-94).  

2015 w-s iSxnis taZris gumbaTis yelis interierSi gamovlinda Zveli qarTu-

li nakawri warwerebi. maT Soris iyo melqisedek iSxnelis mosaxsenebeli war-
werac, romelic paleografiulad XI s-iT daTariRda (gagoSiZe, 2016: 23-24). 

ikonografiulad Zmuisis wm. giorgis xatis gamosaxulebis msgavs analogebs 
vxvdebiT XI s-is mestiisa da samTavisis sakurTxevliswina jvrebis wm. giorgis 
cxovrebis amsaxvel scenebSi (Чубинашвили, 1959: 463, 494, 286 f.). am sakurTxev-

                                                                                                                                                                                                     
i. anTelava miqel erisTavTerisTavs daviT narinis umcros Zed, miqelad miiCnevda, romelic ga-
nudga ufros Zmas – dasavleT saqarTvelos mefe kostantines. i. anTelava am da sxva pirebis, ase-
ve terminebis Taviseburi ganmartebis mixedviT, sabuTs XIII-XIV ss-is mijniT aTariRebda (anTe-

lava, 2002: 382-387). rogorc Cans, mkvlevarTaTvis ucnobi iyo XI s-is Zmuisis naTlismcemlis „oq-
ros jvris“ warwerebi miqel erisTavTerisTavis moxseniebiT, romelic qronologiuradac da 
istoriul-geografiuli kuTxiT zustad miesadageba nikorwmindis dawerils da adasturebs mi-
qelis raWis erisTavobas XI s-Si. 
1 g. boWoriZe varaudobda, rom Zmuisis jvris warweraSi moxseniebuli glaxaki arseni iyo X s-Si 
moRvawe kaTalikosi arsen II, xolo amis mixedviT meore warweraSi moxseniebuli, bagrat kurapa-
lats bagrat III-sTan aigivebda (boWoriZe, 1995: 92). es mosazreba mcdaria, radgan arsen II kaTa-

likosobda daaxl. 950-980 ww-Si, xolo bagrat III-m kurapalatoba 1001 w-s miiRo. garda amisa, 
zemoT ukve vnaxeT, rom warwerebSi moxseniebuli kaxaber da miqel erisTavTerisTavebi XI s-is 
Sua wlebis istoriuli pirebi iyvnen. 
2 aRsaniSnavia, rom imave periods (Cemi azriT, 1046-1050 ww-s) ekuTvnis martvilis sawinamZRvro 
jvari, romlis qtitoric sakuTar Tavs, Zmuisis naTlismcemlis „oqros jvris“ qtitoris msgav-
sad, glaxak arsens uwodebs, Tumca martvilis jvris warweraSi aseve ixsenieba glaxaki arsenis 
mama – vaCe mmarxveli (vrclad martvilis jvris TariRisa da misi qtitoris vinaobis Sesaxeb ix.: 
aleqsiZe, 2019: 193-204). kvlevis am etapze, vfiqrob, saWiroa daisvas sakiTxi am ori sxvadasxva 
jvris SesaZlo saerTo qtitoris – vinme glaxaki arsenis Sesaxeb.  
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liswina scenebis saxiT, Cven xelT gvaqvs Zmuisis wm. giorgis xatis ikonografi-
ulad da teqstologiurad msgavsi analogebi, romlebic, Cvenamde SemorCenili 
sxvadasxva periodis mravalricxovani Weduri xelovnebis nimuSebs Soris, sxva-
gan aRar meordeba. es unda mianiSnebdes, rom Zmuisis xatic imave periodisa unda 
iyos, rac mestiisa da samTavisis sakurTxevliswina jvrebi. Tu es asea, gamodis, 
rom iSxnis gumbaTis yelis nakawr warweraSi moxseniebuli melqisedek iSxneli 
da Zmuisis xatis qtitori (?) melqisedek iSxneli erTi da igive pirovneba unda 
iyos. is iSxnis kaTedraze ilarion iSxnelis (1033 w-is) Semdgom unda asuliyo 
(gagoSiZe, 2016: 23-24). Sesabamisad, Zmuisis dakarguli wm. giorgis xatic XI s-is 
Sua periodiT unda daTariRdes. aRsaniSnavia, rom wm. giorgis cxovrebis am kon-
kretuli epizodis amsaxveli scena, rogorc damoukidebeli xati, ar arsebobs. 
bunebrivia, am faqtebs mivyavarT daskvnamde, rom Zmuisis wm. giorgis xati aris 
ara damoukidebeli erTeuli, calkeuli xati, aramed dReisaTvis dakarguli XI 
s-is Sua periodis ucnobi (iSxnis?) sakurTxevliswina jvris erT-erTi Semadge-
neli scena, romelic, savaraudod, 1545 w-is Semdeg, osmalebis mier mesxeTis 
dapyrobis gamo iSxnidan dasavleT saqarTveloSi gaxiznes da raWis qedze mde-
bare mTis wm. giorgis monasterSi daasvenes.1  

 
5. wynoris wm. giorgis xati (I) 
mTis wm. giorgis monastrisaTvis Seqmnil am xats axlavs qtitoruli warwe-

ra, romelSic ixsenieba qucna mxeiZe. g. boWoriZe arafers ambobs xatis TariRi-

sa da mis warweraSi moxseniebuli piris Sesaxeb (boWoriZe, 1995: 100-102).2 qucna 
mxeiZis identifikacia da, Sesabamisad, wynorSi daculi am xatis daTariReba 
xerxdeba imave sof. wynoris dasavleTiT, ramdenime km-Si mdebare sof. gurnis 
wm. giorgis eklesiis imave wmidanis saxelobis xatis saqtitoro warweris mi-

                                                            
1 2014 w-s, III saerTaSoriso konferenciaze „tao-klarjeTi“, wavikiTxe moxseneba saxelwodebiT: 
„Zmuisis wmida giorgis xatis warweraSi moxseniebuli melqisedek iSxnelis identifikaciisaT-

vis: melqisedek sayvareliZe – ucnobi iSxneli episkoposi?“.  
kvlevis im etapze, Zmuisis xatis warweraSi moxseniebuli melqisedek iSxnelis Sesaxeb sxva mo-
sazreba mqonda (JRenti, 2014: 44-46). Tumca, mogvianebiT, 2015 w-s iSxnis taZris gumbaTis yelSi 
melqisedek iSxnelis XI s-is nakawri warweris gamovlenam, aseve Zmuisis xatis aRwerilobisa da 
mestiisa da samTavisis XI s-is sakurTxevliswina jvrebis ikonografiuli da teqstologiuri 
Sedarebebis Semdeg, 2014 w-s Cem mier gamoTqmuli mosazrebis marTebuloba mxolod Teoriul 
doneze SeiZleba iyos misaRebi (isic Zmuisis wm. giorgis xatis vizualuri masalis uqonlobis 
gamo).  
2 o. soseliam zemo imereTis am uZveles sagvareulos specialuri gamokvleva miuZRvna, Tumca 
masSi qucna mxeiZis Sesaxeb informacia ar moipoveba (soselia, 1973: 13-24). 
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xedviT, romelSic qucna mxeiZe dasaxelebulia firan mxeiZisa da elene abaSiZis 
ufros vaJad (boWoriZe, 1995: 103).  

sabednierod, Cvenamde SemorCa kidev erTi Weduri xati, romlis qtitorebic 
igive firan mxeiZe da elene abaSiZe arian. esaa gelaTis soxastris RmrTismSob-

lis xati, romelic dReisaTvis quTaisis saxelmwifo istoriul muzeumSi inaxe-
ba, SifriT qsim 3868 (nikoleiSvili, 2001: 29-30, 79). am xatis TariRis da warwera-
Si moxseniebuli pirebis Sesaxeb ramdenime mosazrebaa gamoTqmuli,1 romelTa-

ganac, kvlevis am etapze, viziareb m. nikoleiSvilis mosazrebas da, vfiqrob, xa-
ti XVI s-is I naxevriT unda daTariRdes. 

soxastris xatis daTariReba saSualebas gvaZlevs, daaxloebiT imave perio-
diT davaTariRoT zemoxsenebuli gurnis wm. giorgis xatic, radgan, soxastris 
xatis msgavsad, gurnis xatis qtitorebic aseve firan mxeciZe da misi Tanamec-

xedre elene abaSiZe iyvnen. Sesabamisad, gamovTqvam frTxil mosazrebas, rom so-
xastris xati Seiqmna XVI s-is I naxevris im monakveTSi, rodesac firan mxeiZisa 
da elene abaSiZis Zeebi qucna da giorgi jer kidev mcirewlovanebi iyvnen, ris 
gamoc isini xatis warweraSi usaxelod ixseniebian. xolo gurnis xati Seiqmna 
XVI s-is I naxevris im periodSi, rodesac xatis igive qtitorebis Zeebi ukve Seda-
rebiT mozrdilebi iyvnen. Tu Cemi dakvirveba sworia, gamodis, rom soxastris 
xatis Seqmna win uswrebda gurnis xatis Seqmnas. Sesabamisad, wynoris wm. gior-
gis xati, romlis qtitoric qucna mxeiZea, XVI s-is II naxevars unda ekuTvnodes.  

XVI s-is II naxevarSi, firan mxeiZisa da elene abaSiZis ufrosma Zem – qucna 
mxeiZem, romelic, didi albaTobiT, mamis msgavsad, okribis mouravi (?) iyo2, spe-
cialurad mTis wm. giorgis monastrisTvis SeukveTa wm. giorgis xati, misi da mi-
si col-Svilis sulis saoxad. es bunebrivicaa, radgan, rogorc zemoTac vaxse-
ne, mTis wm. giorgis monasteri raWis qedze, wm. giorgis mTaze mdebareobs da ze-
modan dahyurebs okribas da miwaTmflobelobis umetesi nawili swored okriba-

                                                            
1 kondakovsa da baqraZes xatis warweraSi moxseniebuli mxeiZeTa gvari ucnobad miaCniaT, xolo 
xats XIII-XIV ss-iT aTariRebdnen (Кондаков, Бакрадзе, 1890: 32). o. soselia iziarebs am mosazrebas, 
mxeiZeTa sagvareulos am wevrs firan I-ad asaxelebs da mis moRvaweobas XIII-XIV ss-Si aTavsebs 
(soselia, 1973: 23). m. nikoleiSvili soxastris RmrTismSoblis xatSi moxseniebul firans aigi-
vebs imerTa mefe bagrat III-is (1510-1565 ww.) molareTuxuces sargis mxeciZis (gard. 1531 w-s) 
erT-erT vaJ firanTan, romelic ixsenieba gelaTis 1505-1519 ww-isa (kakabaZe, 1921: 6) da 1540 w-is 
sabuTebSi (kakabaZe, 1921: 12). Sesabamisad, xatis warweraSi moxseniebuli firani m. nikoleiSvi-

ls XVI s-is pirvel naxevarSi moRvawe pirad miaCnda, xolo xats zogadad XVI s-iT aTariRebda 
(nikoleiSvili, 2001: 29-30). o. soselia ki am pirs firan II-d miiCnevs da ar aigivebs misive numera-
ciiT firan I-Tan (soselia, 1973: 23). 
2 okribaSi mxeiZeTa mouraobis Sesaxeb ix.: soselia, 1973: 23. 
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Si hqonda, xolo qucna mxeiZe, rogorc okribis mouravi (?), wm. giorgis am Zvir-
fasi xatis SewirviT gansakuTrebul yuradRebas iCens am monasterze. 

 
6. wynoris wm. giorgis xati (II) 
sabednierod, es xati Cvenamde SemorCa da inaxeba quTaisis saxelmwifo isto-

riul muzeumSi SifriT q. 144 (boWoriZe, 1995: 102). 
wm. giorgi cxenze mjdomarea, piriT marjvena mxaresaa mimarTuli da SubiT 

gangmiravs cxenis fexebTan myof gveleSaps. xatis marjvena zeda nawilSi gamo-
saxulia makurTxeveli marjvena. xats aglejili aqvs wm. giorgis qveda tani da 
cxenis didi nawili. aglejilia aseve gveleSapis Tavi da kudi. rogorc Cans, 
xats kideebze Semouyveboda dekoratiuli arSia, romlis mxolod mcire frag-
mentiRaa SemorCenili xatis qveda marcxena nawilSi, isic ara Tavis adgilas, 
aramed cxenis ukana fexebis adgilzea miWedebuli.  

xatis zedapirze SeimCneva ramdenime naxvreti. rogorc Cans, am adgilebze 
odesRac Zvirfasi Tvlebi iyo moTavsebuli.  

g. boWoriZe arc am xats uTiTebs TariRs, Tumca misi daTariReba SesaZlebe-

li xdeba xatis ikonografiiTa da misi warweris paleografiuli niSnebiT. miu-
xedavad imisa, rom xatze datanebuli wm. giorgis ganmartebiTi warwera Zalze 
pataraa da Sedgeba mxolod oTxi grafemisgan (w~I<>g~i –w(mida)ჲ g(iorg)i), swo-
red am grafemaTa moxazulobis Sedareba sxva msgavsi saxis epigrafikul Zeg-
lebTan gvaZlebs saSualebas, davaTariRoT wm. giorgis es xati XVI saukuniT.1  

ikonografiulad, xati unikaluri xelovnebis nimuSia: gveleSapis sxeulze, 
fexebs zemoT javSanSi, gamosaxulia adamianis saxis profili, piriT marjvniv. 
es ki sxva araferia, Tu ara mefe diokletianes gamosaxuleba, miuxedavad imisa, 
rom saxis profilis garda ar Cans misi samefo insigniebi. cnobilia, rom qar-
Tul qristianul ikonografiaSi, cxenze amxedrebuli wm. giorgis xatebze gamo-
isaxeboda rogorc gveleSapi, aseve imperatori diokletiane. Tumca Cvenamde Se-
morCenil Wedur Tu ferwerul xatebze diokletianes profili gveleSapis sxe-

                                                            
1 wm. giorgis ganmartebiT warweraSi yuradRebas iqcevs grafema g-ani. misi Tavi odnav Cazneqi-
lia, xolo marcxniv gaziduli warbi zemoTaa aprexili. grafemis mogrZo qusli marjvnivaa ga-
ziduli da organaa qvemoT Cazneqili. msgavs grafemas vxvdebiT 1522/3-1529 ww-is sadgeris sa-
kurTxevliswina Weduri jvris wm. giorgis cxovrebis da wamebis amsaxveli scenebis ganmarte-
biT warwerebSi (sayvareliZe, 1987: tab. 19). aseve barakonis sakurTxevliswina Weduri jvris wm. 
giorgis cxovrebis da wamebis amsaxveli scenebis ganmartebiT warwerebSi. aRniSnul warweraSi 
vxvdebiT aseve msgavs grafema w-ilsa da ჲ-s (sayvareliZe, 1987: 26). msgavsi w-ili da g-ani gvxvde-
ba aseve nikorwmindis oTxTavis budis marcxena saketis XVI s-is warweraSi (nikoleiSvili, 2001: 
82).  
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ulze ar gvxvdeba. rogorc Cans, mTis wm. giorgis monastris am konkretuli xa-
tis ostatma gadawyvita, borotebaze gamarjvebis niSnad gamoesaxa ara mxolod 
gveleSapi, aramed diokletianec, ris gamoc am „xriks“ mimarTa.  

amgvarad, wynoris wm. giorgis es XVI s-is xati unikaluria ori mizeziT:  
1. esaa Cvenamde SemorCenili ori xatidan erT-erTi, romelic mTis wm. gior-

gis monastris kuTvnileba iyo da Cvenamde SemorCa;1  
2. gveleSapis sxeulze gamosaxuli diokletianes profilis ikonografias 

analogi ar moeZebneba Cvenamde SemorCenili qarTuli (da, didi albaTobiT, ara 
mxolod qarTuli) xelovnebis nimuSebs Soris.  

 
monastris sxva siZveleebi 
 
kvlevis am etapze monastris sxva siZveleebis mxriv mniSvnelovani siaxleebi 

ar gamokveTila da iZulebuli varT davjerdeT g. boWoriZis Sedgenil lakoni-

ur, Tumca uZvirfases aRwerilobebs (boWoriZe, 1995: 86-87, 94-95, 99-100).2 
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Mtis St. George Monastery Ecclesiastical Artifacts 
(Brief Review) 

Summary 
 

The working process on the history of Mtis St. George Monastery, revealed 14 artifacts of 
ecclesiastical-ritualistic characteristics, which once belonged to this Monastery. Nowadays, 
most of them are considered to be lost. Fortunately, we have an opportunity to reconstruct the 
history and the origins of some of these relicts according to the historic documents, inscriptions 

                                                            
1 pirveli aris e.w. agaris wm. giorgis xati, romelsac calke naSromi mivuZRveni (JRenti, 2019). 
2 bolos minda aRvniSno, rom kvlevis procesSi aseve movaxdine g. boWoriZis mier sof. ZmuisSi 
nanaxi da aRwerili xelnaweris identifikacia, romelic, misi eWviT, unda yofiliyo svinaqsari. 
wignis gamomcemeli xelnawerze uTiTebs Sifrs q. 71, rac niSnavs, rom xelnaweri aris quTaisis 
saxelmwifo istoriis muzeumSi daculi xelnaweri am SifriT (boWoriZe, 1995: 95). Cemi dakvirve-
biT ki, g. boWoriZis dafiqsirebuli xelnaweri aris ara 71-e nomriT gatarebuli erTeuli, ara-
med qsim 487, XVI-XVII ss-is gamokrebuli samociqulo. xelnaweri moiTxovs vrcel kodikologi-
ur da wyaroTmcodneobiT Seswavlas, rasac uaxloes momavalSi SevTavazeb samecniero sazoga-
doebas. 
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and the priceless descriptions of these artifacts made by Giorgi Botchoridze in the 1920-es. 
Though these descriptions had no additional analytical treatment and the origins and the 
history of each artifact were unknown.  

The paper represents the brief history of these sacred relicts of the Monastery. 
To demonstrate the importance of these relicts, below is a list and the brief descriptions of 

the most important samples.  
1. “The Icon of the Arch-Martyr of Mta (Mountain)” – The main relict of the Monastery. 

Should be dated with the same period as the Monastery itself (the edge of 9th-10th cc.). 
The icon is mentioned in the historic sources (mainly historic documents and 
inscriptions) from 10th c. till 19th c. In the wergild part of the deed of donation to Mtis St. 
George monastery granted by King Bagrat VI in 1465-1467 years, damaging (“braking”) 
of this Icon was considered as the main crime against this church seigniory and the 
guilty person was sentenced to crucifixion on a pillar. Such crimes as robbing the 
Monastery or stealing its herd, abandoning wife or accidently killing the peasant owned 
by the Monastery were even lighter crimes than damaging this main Icon of the 
Monastery. Nowadays it is not identified with any other St. George’s icon, because of 
what it is considered to be lost.  

2. “The Icon of St. Marina” – The only source that mentions this relict is the deed of 
donation to Mtis St. George monastery granted by King Bagrat VI in 1465-1467 years. 
According to the text of the document, King Bagrat, apart from other donations, 
embossed the Icon of the Arch-Martyr of Mta (already mentioned above), the Icon of St. 
Marina and renewed other “darkened” icons. The fact that the icon of St. Marina was 
mentioned straightly after the Icon of the Arch-Martyr of Mta (the main relict of the 
Monastery) and the other icons of the monastery were mentioned in general shows that 
this Icon was one of the main relicts of the Monastery. This artifact has not been 
identified with any other St. Marina’s icons either and is also considered to be lost.  

3. “The “Golden Cross” of John the Baptist from Dzmuisi” – The wooden cross embossed 
with gold and silver was made by the order of “Poor” Arseni. According to G. 
Botchoridze the artifact was preserved in Mtis St. George Monastery till 1900-es. After, 
it was carried down to the village Dzmuisi, owned by the Monastery for many centuries. 
G. Botchoridze identified the ktetor of the Cross “Poor” Arseni as the Catholicos Arsen II 
(950-988), accordingly he considered that the King mentioned in the inscription was 
Bagrat III Kourapalates (975-1014). Today it is known that Bagrat III received the title of 
Kourapalates in 1001, when Catholicos Arsen II was no longer alive. The inscription also 

nikoloz JRenti 



  307 

mentioned Eristavt-Eristavs (Dukes) of Racha Kakhaber and Mikel, who carried their 
activities in the middle of 11th c. Therefore the cross should be dated with 11th c., 
precisely with the period between 1029/30-1050 years when King Bagrat IV (grandson 
of Bagrat III) had a title of Kourapalates. This outstanding sample of medieval Georgian 
art was destroyed within the Soviet Antireligious Movements of 1920-es.  

4.  “St. George Icon of Dzmuisi (I)” – This artifact was also preserved in the Monastery till 
1900-es, after carried down to village Dzmuisi and destroyed within the Soviet 
Antireligious Movements of 1920-es. Though, according to the description of G. 
Botchoridze, it was reppoused on the goldened silver sheet with high quality mastery. 
Iconographic scene of the icon was the rare one: St. George was standing at the walls of 
the building and was giving a sack of money to poor people. Three demons hanging on a 
rope between them were trying to prevent him to have a mercy on beggars. Similar 
iconographic scenes can be seen on the embossed crosses of Mestia and Samtavisi of 11th 
c. Since there are no precedents of separate icons with this scene, I concluded that St. 
George Icon of Dzmuisi (I) was once also a part of a big cross. The inscription made on 
this scene mentioned the unknown Bishop of Ishkhani Melkisedek. In 2015 another 
inscription mentioning the same name has been revealed in the interior of Ishkhani 
Cathedral drum. According to paleography and other issues it was dated with the 1st half 
of 11th c. After all these similarities I consider that in the 1st half of 11th c. Bishop of 
Ishkhani Melkisedek ordered to make a big embossed cross with the scenes from the life 
of St. George for Ishkhani Cathedral. The whole Cross or at least one part of it was 
carried to Mtis St. George Monastery after 1545, when the Ottomans invaded the 
southern part of the Kingdom of Imereti (Tao-Klarjeti), where Ishkhani is located.  

These and other artifacts from the treasury of Mtis St. George Monastery appeared to be the 
important historic sources as for the history of the Monastery itself, but also for the different 
issues of the political and ecclesiastical history and art history of medieval Georgia. 
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