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roland TofCiSvili 
 

xanZTis monastris lokalizaciisa da SavSeT-klarjeTis 

saeklesio istoriuli geografiis zogierTi sakiTxi 

 
istoriuli samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos istoriis, eTnologi-

is, enobrivi viTarebis kvleva saqarTvelos saxelmwifoebriobis aRd-

genisa da saqarTvelo-TurqeTis megobruli urTierTobis Sedegad bo-

lo oci wlis ganmavlobaSi friad gaaqtiurda. cnobilia, rom isto-

riuli samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos mniSvnelovani nawili Tanamed-

rove TurqeTis saxelmwifos farglebSia. am qveyanaSi XVI-XX sauku-

neebSi erTian saqarTvelos mowyvetilma qarTulma eTnikurma erTobam 

saxelmwifoebrivi da religiuri berketebis gamoyenebiT, faqtobrivad, 

mniSvnelovani deeTnizacia ganicada _ ZiriTadad gaqra saukuneebis 

ganmavlobaSi arsebuli qarTuli ena, eTnosfera, eTnikuri kultura, 

moispo da ganadgurda maRali xelovnebiT Seqmnili qarTuli saekle-

sio da saero arqiteqturis bevri Sedevri. sabednierod, aqa-iq qarTu-

li ena da kulturis araerTi elementi gaqrobas gadaurCa, rac war-

suli cxovrebis araerTi movlenis Seswavlis saSualebas iZleva. 

qarTvel mecnierebs saSualeba miecaT `samuslimo saqarTvelos~ 

mxareebis monaxulebisa, dadginda bevri mniSvnelovani istoriul-eT-

nografiuli faqti. gansakuTrebiT aRsaniSnavia progresi saeklesio 

xuroTmoZRvrebis kvlevis sferoSi, eTnologiurad ki samxreT-dasav-

leT saqarTvelos istoriul-eTnografiuli mxareebi pirvelad iqna 

Seswavlili.1 cnobilia, Tu ra farTo masStabis samonastro mSeneb-

                                                            
1 ix. r. malaymaZe. liganis xeoba (istoriul-eTnologiuri gamokv-
leva). Tb. 2008; r. gujejiani. tradiciuli qarTuli kulturis mo-
tivebi istoriul samxreT-dasavleT saqarTveloSi. saqarTvelos 
eTnografia/eTnologia. r. TofCiSvilis saerTo redaqciiT. Tb. 
2010, gv. 163-182; r. gujejiani. mindieTis Temi (zeda maWaxeli, Turqe-
Tis respublika). ivane javaxiSvilis saxelobis Tbilisis saxelm-
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loba iyo gaCaRebuli adre Sua saukuneebis samxreT-dasavleT saqarT-

veloSi. qarTuli kulturis araerTma Zeglma Cvenamde moaRwia, bevric 

ise ganadgurda, rom maTi adgilmdebareobis garkveva Wirs, saTuoa zo-

gierTis lokalizacia. samarTlianadaa SeniSnuli, rom TurqeTSi `Zve-

li qarTuli kulturis es umniSvnelovanesi centri _ klarjeTis 

Tormet savaneTa mxare _ gaveranebula, bevri Zegli dangreula, zogi-

erTi Zvelad arsebuli punqtebi mospobila, zogis Zveli saxeli da-

viwyebas miscemia. amis gamo klarjeTis zogierTi Zveli savanis geog-

rafiuli adgilmdebareoba saZiebeli xdeba~.2 davZenT, rom analogiuri 

viTarebaa ara mxolod klarjeTis, aramed TurqeTis saxelmwifos 

SemadgenlobaSi moqceul yvela istoriul-eTnografiul mxareSi.  

winamdebare statia swored klarjeTis Tormet savaneTagan erT-

erTs _ xanZTas _ exeba. qarTul mecnierebaSi kamaTia daaxloebiT 782 

wels daarsebuli didi saganmanaTleblo da kulturuli keris _ xan-

ZTis monastris Sesaxeb, romlis agebis iniciatori gaxlavT didi 

saeklesio moRvawe grigol xanZTeli (axali taZari ki ufro mogviane-

biT _ X saukunis pirvel naxevarSi augiaT). dRes ZiriTadad, gaziare-

bulia p. ingoroyvas Sexeduleba, rom xanZTis monasteri esaa sofel 

forTaSi arsebuli taZari.3 p. ingoroyvas SavSeT-klarjeTi da aq mde-

bare Zeglebi sakuTari TvaliT nanaxi ar hqonda; is forTis saeklesio 

kompleqsis n. mariseul aRweras daeyrdno. sxvaTa Soris, n. mari erT-

erTi pirveli mecnieri gaxldaT, romelmac SavSeT-klarjeTis savaneebi 

1904 wels moinaxula, aRwera da amave dros Seecada miukvleveli Zeg-

lebis adgilmdebareobac daedgina;  kerZod, man imis gamo, rom Sat-

berdsa da xanZTas versad miakvlia, Satberdad miiCnia forTa, xolo 

xanZTad _ nukas saydari.4 miuxedavad imisa, rom SavSeT-klarjeTSi 

                                                                                                                                                  
wifo universitetis saqarTvelos istoriis institutis Sromebi. 
VI. Tb. 2012, gv. 357-371; r. TofCiSvili. zogierTi qarTuli eTnogra-
fiuli realia SavSeTSi, klarjeTsa da taoSi. kreb. ~samxreT-da-
savleTi saqarTvelo mezobel saxelmwifoTa geopolitikuri inte-
resebis konteqstSi~. baTumi. 2009; T. futkaraZe. SavSeTis eTnogra-
fia. kreb. `SavSeTi~. Tb. 2011, gv. 92-142. 
2 p. ingoroyva. giorgi merCule. Tb. 1954, gv. 305. 
3 p. ingoroyva. giorgi merCule, gv. 311-339. 
4 Н. Марр. Дневник поездки в Шавшетию и Кларджетию. Тексты и разыскания 
по армяно-грузинской филологии. кн. VII, СПб. 1911, gv 124-125, 130. 
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mogzaurobisas n. marma artanujis mxareSi, sofel Widalis maxlob-

lad, SemaRlebul adgilze nangrevebis saxelwodebad daadastura to-

ponimi `Satberdi~,5 is mainc Satberds sxvagan eZebda. forTa xanZTad 

miaCnia araerT sxva mkvlevarsac.6 

bolo dros mkvlevarTa nawilma forTis xanZTasTan gaigiveba ga-
moricxa. am TvalsazrisiT sagulisyuroa m. faRavas statiebi, Tumca 
is imeorebs n. maris Sexedulebas, rom xanZTa nukas saydaria.7 2009 da 
2010 wlebSi vwerdiT, rom xanZTis monasters Cvenamde ar mouRwevia, 
rom xanZTa arsebobda imerxevis sofel ubesTan. amis damadasturebeli 

yvelaze arsebiTi, mTavari argumenti sofel ubes siaxloves dadastu-

rebuli toponimi `xanZTaa~: `imerxevSia toponimi `xanZTa~ _ sofel 

ubesTan. gadmocemiT, aq eklesia da saswavlebeli yofila. dRes xanZ-

Tis monastrad forTis gumbaTovan taZars miiCneven. migvaCnia, rom 

xanZTis monasteri iq iyo, sadac toponimi `xancTa~ dasturdeba. arqi-

teqturulma Zeglma ubralod Cvenamde ver moaRwia; aq xom sxva ara-

erTi eklesia da taZari moispo. `diobnidan ubeSi rom gadaviarT Zve-

lad avadmyofebis saxli yofila da xanZTa imitom daurqmeviT~.8 ufro 

adre igive ivarauda S. futkaraZem: `iqneb dRevandeli Wala aris is 

davakeba, sadac pirvelad aaSenes xanZTis monastris xis senakebi da 
xis eklesia, Semdeg ki didi taZari~.9 toponimi `xanZTa~ sofel ubes-

Tan sxva mkvlevrebsac aqvT dadasturebuli.10 xanZTis adgilmdebareo-

                                                            
5 Н. Марр. Дневник поездки в Шавшетию и Кларджетию, gv. 113-114. n. maris 
zogierTi mTxrobeli toponims `Saberdi~-is fonetikuri variantiT 
gamoTqvamda. 
6 v. jobaZe. adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli monastrebi istori-
ul taoSi, klarjeTsa da SavSeTSi. Tb. 2006, gv. 53-54; i. giviaSvili, 
i. koplataZe. tao-klarjeTi. Tb. 2004. 
7 m. faRava. xanZTisa da Satberdis lokalizaciisaTvis. Jurn. `mna-
Tobi~. #1, 2007; m. faRava. kvlav xanZTis lokalizaciis sakiTxisaT-
vis. `Cveni sulierebis balavari~. II. baTumi. 2010, gv. 44-49. 
8 r. TofCiSvili. zogierTi qarTuli eTnografiuli realia SavSe-
TSi, klarjeTsa da taoSi. kreb. `samxreT-dasavleTi saqarTvelo 
mezobel saxelmwifoTa geopolitikuri interesebis konteqstSi~. 
baTumi. 2009, gv. 205; saqarTvelos eTnografia/eTnologia. r. TofCi-
Svilis saerTo redaqciiT. Tb. 2010, gv. 143. 
9 S. futkaraZe. Cveneburebis qarTuli. Tb. 1993, gv. 189. 
10 n. cecxlaZe. SavSeT-imerxevis toponimia. baTumi. 2000, gv. 59, 237; 
t. futkaraZe. imerxevis metyveli miwa-wyali. I. quTaisi. 2007, gv. 42. 
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ba nebismierma ubelma da axlo-maxlo soflebis mkvidrma icis. 

mkvlevarni eyrdnobian giorgi merCulis Txzulebis Semdeg ad-

gils: `da erTobiT jvari dasweres adgilsa mas da iwyes saqmed sena-

kebisaTvis qveyanisa davakebad, rameTu kldeO igi xanZTisaO uficxles 

ars yovelTa maT klarjeTisa udabnoTa.Dda SromiTa didiTa qmnes ad-

gili igi~.11 marTlac, xanZTad miCneuli forTis taZari friad daqane-

bul adgilasaa aRmarTuli. magram Tu kargad davakvirdebiT, klarje-

Tis is areali, sadac Tormeti savane arsebobda, yvela daqanebul da 

viwro adgilebSia agebuli. wyaroSi pirdapir weria, rom didi Sromis 

Sedegad xanZTis ficxeli adgili moaswores da daavakes. grigol xanZ-

Tels pirvelad Zveli eklesia auSenebia da `Semdgomad sayudeli Tvi-

si da TiTo senakebi ZmaTa maTTvis mcireO da senaki saostigned di-

di~.12 yuradReba unda mieqces im faqts, rom `netarma grigol adgili 

igi saeklessioO daavaka~.13UFufro metic, mxolod erTxel movakebiT 

ar dasrulebula saqme: davakeba axali eklesiis mSeneblobis drosac 

momxdara.14Aamdenad, ori eklesiis aSenebam mozrdili teritoriis da-

vakeba gamoiwvia. sofel ubesTan adgili `xanZTa~ marTlac davakebu-

lia. xolo am davakebuli adgilis ukan ki maRali kldea. vin daadas-

turebs, rom am davakebul adgilze Tavis droze `uficxlesi~ goraki 

ar iyo? monastris aSenebamde mSeneblebma berebisaTvis jer senakebi 

aages. xanZTis movakebuli teritoria ki monasterTan erTad senakebi-

saTvisac sakmarisi gaxldaT, xolo nukas saydari, rogorc cnobilia, 

mcire moculobisaa, is mTis Sverilzea agebuli da iq horizontalur 

ganfenilobaSi senakebis ageba SeuZlebeli iyo. TviT m. faRavas, rome-

lic xanZTas nukas saydarTan aigivebs, sofel ubeSi mTxrobelisagan 

Cauweria, rom xanZTaSi `petrivni wyaroni~, `qilisa~ yofila, rome-

lic `daflatula, dangreula~. iqve `jvriani qvac~ upoviaT.15  

                                                            
11 giorgi merCule. grigol xanZTelis cxovreba. _ qarTuli proza. 
w. I. Tb. 1981, gv. 227.  
12 giorgi merCule. grigol xanZTelis cxovreba, gv. 227.  
13 giorgi merCule. grigol xanZTelis cxovreba, gv. 232.  
14 giorgi merCule. grigol xanZTelis cxovreba, gv. 257-258. 
15 m. faRava. qristianobasTan dakavSirebuli toponimebi SavSeTSi. 
_ `Cveni sulierebis balavri~ (saerTaSoriso samecniero konferen-
ciis masalebi). III. Tb. 2011, gv. 168-169. 
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2012 wlis saeqspedicio saqmianobam adre gamoTqmuli mosazreba 

ufro gagvimyara: xanZTis monasters Cvenamde ar mouRwevia (iseve ro-

gorc Satberds). is imerxevis sofel ubesTan arsebobda da droTa 

ganmavlobaSi daingra. taZris arsebobis erT-erT materialur dadas-

turebad SeiZleba miCneul iqnes qvis lodi, romelzedac xelia gamo-

xatuli (amis gamo lodis mimdebare teritorias adgilobrivebi `ne-

fis xelsac~ uwodeben). ufro adre xelis gamosaxuleba t. futkara-

Zesac aqvs dadasturebuli: `wyarosTan axlos, Zveli gzis piras, did, 

brtyel qva-kldeze amokveTilia Peli//xeli. es gza gaivlis sefeyanis 

Tavze, Semdeg uReltexilis ZirSi (iq kidev aris erTi Peli did qva-

ze)... sefeyanaSi yofila didi eklesia~. `saTavesTan axlos aris xanZ-

Ta, sadac Zveli universiteti iyo; axla iq naqilisvari alagebia~...16 

cnobilia, rom qarTul eklesia-monastrebze xSiri iyo xelis gamosa-

xuleba. saamisod sveticxovlis dasaxelebac ki sakmarisia. aseTi faq-

ti araerTia; magaliTad, xeli / xelis mtevani gamokveTilia diRmis 

wminda giorgis eklesiis samxreT kedelze, diRmis xeobis maaCxaanis 

(axla nasoflari) eklesiaze, zemo mleTis eklesiaze, Sida qarTlis 

sofel koSkebis eklesiaze, imereTSi sofel saqarias taZarze, samegre-

loSi sofel tyviris eklesiis samxreT fasadze, leCxumis sofel 

mcxeTis eklesiaze, Tanamedrove afxazeTSi bediis taZarze, zemo svane-

Tis sofel wvirmis Tarangelozis eklsiaze, mcxeTasTan armazis mo-

nasterze... xelis mtevnis yvela gamosaxuleba specialistebis mier, Zi-

riTadad, IX-XI saukuneebiTaa daTariRebuli.17 stelebze xelis 

mtevnis gamosaxuleba saero pirebis uflebis, sakuTrebis simbolos 

warmoadgenda. ras niSnavda xelis gamosaxuleba eklesia-monastrebsa 

da taZrebze? xelis gamosaxuleba eklesia-monastrebsa da taZrebze 

                                                            
16 t. futkaraZe. imerxevis metyveli miwa-wyali. I. quTaisi. 2007, gv. 
46, 66. informatorTagan xanZTis Sesaxeb mopovebuli sagulisxmo 
masalebis miuxedavad, t. futkaraZe mainc n. maris mosazrebas ani-
Webs upiratesobas, romelsac miaCnda, rom xanZTa nukas saydaria 
(gv. 48). 
17 Л. М. Меликсет-бек. Рельефы на памятниках материальной культуры фео-
дальной Грузии. `masalebi saqarTvelos eTnografiisaTvis~. Tb. 1957. 
t. 9, gv. 109-130; g. oTxmezuri. XII-XIII saukuneebis mijnis qarTuli 
lapidaruli warwerebi rogorc saistorio wyaro. Tb. 1981. 
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imas niSnavda, rom maTze saqarTvelos kaTolikos-patriarqis Zalauf-

leba vrceldeboda. XVI saukunis sabuTSi `kaTalikozis xelqveSeTi 

mRvdelmTavarni da samwysoni samcxe-saaTabagoSi~ CamoTvlili eparqie-

bisa da maTi sazRvrebis Sesaxeb naTqvamia: `am episkoposTa makurTxeve-

li da ufrosi qarTlis kaTalikosi aris da imis PelT aris yoveli-

ve~.18 es winadadeba pirdapir miuTiTebs imaze, rom saqarTvelos kaTo-

likoss hqonda Peli (ufleba, mflobeloba) samwysoSi Semaval yvela 

eparqis eklesia-monasterze. 

erT-erTi mniSvnelovani argumenti, rom xanZTis monasteri imer-

xevis sofel ubesTan iyo, kerZod iq, sadac toponimi `xanZTaa~, qar-
Tuli taZrebis / monastrebis saxeldebaa.Ees saxeldeba yovelTvis 

geografiul princips eyrdnoboda, sailustraciod auracxeli magali-

Ti SeiZleba moviyvanoT: sofel gelaTSi arsebul saeklesio komp-

leqss `gelaTi~ ewodeboda da ewodeba, sofel samTavisSi arsebuls _ 

`samTavisi~, sofel fitareTSi arsebuls _ `fitareTi~, sofel yinw-

visSi arsebuls _ `yinwvisi~, sofel oSkSi arsebuls _ `oSki~, so-

fel xaxulSi arsebuls _ `xaxuli~, sofel parxalSi (da parxlis 

xeobaSi) arsebuls _ `parxali~, sofel atenSi (da atenis xeobaSi) 

arsebuls _ `ateni~, sofel bediaSi arsebuls _ `bedia~, sofel zar-

zmaSi arsebuls _ `zarzma~, sofel largvisSi arsebuls _ `largvi-

si~. CamonaTvali usasrulod SeiZleba gagrZeldes, magram, vfiqrobT, 

sakmarisia da pirdapir kiTxvas davsvamT: ratom unda saxeldebuliyo 

sofel forTaSi an nukSi arsebuli saeklesio kompleqsebi xanZTad? 

ratom unda ewodebinaT forTis an nukas taZrebisaTvis xanZTa? gvaqvs 

aseTi analogiuri SemTxvevebi saqarTveloSi taZrisaTvis saxelis 

Secvlisa? toponimi xanZTa erT adgilas arsebobda da xanZTis monas-
teri sxvagan, sxva soflis teritoriaze daaarses?Ees xom saqarTve-

loSi arsebul tradicias ewinaaRmdegeba. TviT klarjeTis Tormetive 

savane / monasteri xom adgilis / soflis saxels atarebda, im sof-

lisas, romelSic is mdebareobda: opiza, mere, daba, parexTa, Satberdi, 

miZnaZori (`grigol xanZTelis cxovrebis~ mixedviT mdebareobda Sav-

                                                            
18 qarTuli samarTlis Zeglebi. tomi III. saeklesio sakanonmdeblo 
Zeglebi (XI-XIX ss.). teqsti gamosca, SeniSvnebi da saZieblebi 
daurTo prof. isidore doliZem. Tb. 1970, gv. 246.  
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SeTSi), wyarosTavi, bareTelTa, berTa, jmerki, dolisyana.19 am sofle-

bis saxelwodebaTa / toponimTa nawili bolo dromde arsebobda da 

mxolod gvian _ XX saukunis 80-ian wlebSi qarTuli toponimebi 

TurquliT Seicvala. amrigad, arc forTa da arc nukas saydari anoni-

miuri araa, rogorc amas zogierTi mecnieri fiqrobs.20  

klarjeT-SavSeTis Tormet savaneTagan Cvenamde umravlesobas ar 

mouRwevia, Tumca maTi lokalizacia xerxdeba. xanZTisa da Satberdis 
bedi aqvs gaziarebuli meres dedaTa monaster-savanesac, romelic aseve 

imerxevSi – xanZTis monastris seqtorSi mdebareobda.Amis Sesaxeb 

giorgi merCulec miuTiTebda, rom mere xanZTis mezoblad iyo da ara 

xanZTad miCneul forTis midamoebSi, rogorc amis Sesaxeb miuTiTe-
ben.21 marTlac, xanZTidan meremde mcire manZili iyo da aris; is imer-
xevSi arsebobda da toponimi `mere~ dResac arsebobs. mere imerxevSi 
soflebis – wyalsimeris, ifxrevlisa da diobanis siaxlovesaa.22  

kidev erTi argumentis moyvana SeiZleba xanZTis sofel ubesTan 
arsebobis dasadastureblad. cnobilia, rom grigol xanZTelma Tavisi 
saeklesio aRmSenebloba dasavleT saqarTveloSic _ `afxazTa samefo-

Sic~ gaagrZela, 826 wels mefe demetre II-is moRvaweobiT daaarsa 
ubis savane (Tanamedrove ubisa zemo imereTSi): `maSin mamaman grigol, 
sarwmunoebisaebr mefisa, aRaSena monasteri da uwoda saxeli misi 

ubeO~.23 vfiqrobT, rom grigol xanZTels zemo imereTSi agebuli mo-

nastrisaTvis SemTxveviT ar uwodebia ube / ubisa, radgan man sofel 

ubesTan adre daarsebuli xanZTis, imave ubis monastris analogiuri 

Zegli aaSena. 

                                                            
19 1886 wlis saojaxo siebSi daba da jimerki erTi soflis saxiTaa 
warmodgenili: `daba-jimerki~. es sofeli berTis sasoflo sazoga-
doebaSi Sedioda berTasTan, dolisyanasTan, forTasTan da wyal-
TeTrasTan erTad. amave saojaxo siebiT opiza berTas ubani iyo. 
1886 wlis saojaxo siebiT am soflebSi Turqebi cxovrobdnen (sul 
erTad 340 komli), Tumca 1910 wlis `kavkazski kalendaris~ mixed-
viT forTisa da wyalTeTris mosaxleoba qarTveli mahmadianebi 
iyvnen.  
20 v. jobaZe. adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli monastrebi isto-
riul taoSi, klarjeTsa da SavSeTSi, gv. 62.  
21 p. ingoroyva. giorgi merCule, gv. 344. 
22 n. cecxlaZe. SavSeT-imerxevis toponimia. baTumi. 2000, gv. 46, 48-49, 195. 
23 giorgi merCule. grigol xanZTelis cxovreba, gv. 244.  
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axla oriode sityviT Woroxis auzis / tao-SavSeT-klarjeTis 

saepiskoposoTa raodenobasac unda SevexoT. ganviTarebul Sua sauku-

neebSi taosa da klarjeTSi oTxi saepiskoposo kaTedra arsebobda: 

taoSi banelisa da iSxnelis samwysoebi da klarjeTSi _ anCelisa da 

mtbevaris samwysoebi. rogorc irkveva, saqarTvelos am did kultu-

rul da saganmanaTleblo centrSi saepiskoposoTa raodenoba istori-

is sxvadasxva monakveTSi sxvadasxva iyo. p. ingoroyvas mixedviT, 

klarjeTSi IV-IX saukuneebSi oTxi saeklesio metropolia yofila: 

Tuxarisis, axizis,24 forTis da anCis.25 `me-5-me-6 saukuneTa sazRvar-

ze iberiis am axlad daarsebul saepiskoposoTa ricxvs ekuTvnoda 

klarjeTis meore saepiskoposo _ forTa. 506 wels kavkasiis xalxTa 

eklesiebis gaerTianebul krebas daswrebia iberiis (qarTlis) 24 epis-

koposi, qarTlis kaTalikozTan erTad. iberiis (qarTlis) am episko-

posTa Soris moixsenieba episkoposi forTisa~.26 dasaxelebuli avto-

ris varaudiT, axizisa da forTis Zveli saepiskoposoebi VIII sauku-

nis 30-ian wlebSi daclila da gauqmebula. darCa mxolod anCis sae-

piskoposo, romlis farglebSic samive saeklesio teritoria gaerTia-

nebula. ufro mogvianebiT, IX-X saukuneebSi, SavSeTSi (farTo gagebiT 

_ klarjeTSi) axali, meore saepiskoposo _ tbeTis saepiskoposo 

daarsebula, xolo taoSi _ banisa da iSxnisa.27 amrigad, IX-X sauku-

neebidan klarjeTSi / klarjeT-SavSeTSi ori saepiskoposo kaTedra 

arsebobda _ anCis saepiskoposo da tbeTis saepiskoposo. 

forTis sakiTxs qvemoT kvlav davubrundebiT, aq mxolod imas 

aRvniSnavT, rom klarjeTi / klarjeT-SavSeTi ori saepiskoposos mom-

cveli iyo. klarjeTis Tormeti savane swored am saepiskoposoTa te-

ritoriaze mdebareobs. anCa klarjeTSi, tbeTi ki _ SavSeTSi. samxreT-

dasavleT saqarTvelos / samcxe-saaTabagos samwysoTa sazRvrebi moce-

mulia XVI saukunis dasawyisiT daTariRebul dokumentSi. sabuTSi 

                                                            
24 axiza artanujis xevze mdebareobda. 1886 wels am sofelSi 27 
komli cxovrobda, romelTaganac mxolod erTi ojaxi iyo eTniku-
ri qarTveli. 1910 wlis `kavkazski kalendaris~ mixedviT ki axizis 
mosaxleoba qarTveli mahmadianebi iyvnen.  
25 p. ingoroyva. giorgi merCule, gv. 376. 
26 p. ingoroyva. giorgi merCule, gv. 377. 
27 p. ingoroyva. giorgi merCule, gv. 378-379. 



saqarTvelos istoriis institutis Sromebi. VII 

 

 

 

74 

vkiTxulobT: `anCelis samwyso: samswyals28 aqeTi (aq mZime unda iyos 

dasmuli _ r. T.) xanZTasa da opizas Sua daxatula. imas qvemoT niga-

lisxevi, gaRma da gamoRmarTi, goniis samzRramdi. Mmtbevaris samwyso: 

daxatulas zedaTi, anakerts29 aqeTi, sula SavSeTi miWixianaT,30 bato-

                                                            
28 samwyali artanujis mxareSi artanujis-wylis aRmosavleTiT 
erT-erTi xeobis saxelia. masze mdebareobda amave saxelwodebis 
sofeli. 1886 wlis saojaxo siebSi sofeli samsxar-wyalis formi-
Taa Setanili. am dros sofelSi 114 komli eTnikuri qarTveli 
mkvidrobda. samsxaris-wylis / samsxaris sazogadoebaSi Sedioda 
agreTve soflebi: norgieli, fetobani da Widili (Widilis erT-er-
Ti ubani iyo gudaTa. n. maris dRiuris mixedviT, WidalSi 1904 
wels qarTulad mxolod xanSi Sesulebi laparakobdnen), romleb-
Sic aseve qarTvelebi cxovrobdnen. am soflebis mkvidrni Turqe-
Tis xelisuflebam 1946 wels bursis mxareSi gadaasaxla. sxvaTa 
Soris, sofel fetobanSi mcxovrebi 100 suli 1910 wlis `kavkazski 
kalendarSi~ mxolod qarTvelebad arian aRricxulni da maT mahma-
diani ara aqvT miwerili.  

29 1886 wlis saojaxo siebiT anagerti artanujis uCastkis anCis sa-
soflo sazogadoebaSi Sedioda (orive sofeli samwyalis marcxena 
mxares iyo). sofelSi 52 komli eTnikuri qarTveli cxovrobda. an-
Cis sazogadoebaSi Sedioda kidev ori sofeli: anCkora da ofisCa-
la. 1910 wlis `kavkazski kalendarSi~ ofisWalis mkvidr 109 suls 
miwerili aqvs ara «Груз-маг», rogorc Cveulebriv qarTvel mahmadi-
anebs aRniSnavdnen, aramed «Грузины». 1946 wels qarTvelebi aqedan 
gadaasaxles bursis mxares da ori-sami Taobis manZilze eTnikuri 
cnobierebac dakarges (i. RutiZe. artanujis toponimebi – istoriu-
li realiebis mowmeni. `kavkasiis eTnologiuri krebuli~. XIII. Tb. 
2011, gv. 107-126). 
30 miWixiani igive maWaxlis xeobaa. maWaxels imerxevisa da klarje-
Tis im monakveTisagan, sadac forTa, opiza, parexTa, berTa, daba 
da jmerki mdebareobda, karCxlis qedi mijnavda. Tumca dasaxele-
bul teritoriebs erTmaneTTan mWidro sameurneo-kulturuli kav-
Sirebi hqonda. karCxalze hqondaT aqaur qarTvelebs sazafxulo 
saZovrebic _ e. w. `iailebi~. karCxlis qedidan iRebs saTaves devs-
qelis xeobac, romelic Woroxs borCxasTan erTvis. zemoxsenebuli 
sabuTis safuZvelze ivane javaxiSvili maWaxels SavSeTis Semadge-
nel nawilad miiCnevda; `dasavleTiT SavSeTi Sav zRvas aRwevda 
Tu ara, ara Cans: viciT mxolod `miWixiani~, anu maWaxeli SavSeTis 
sazRvrebSi~ (iv. javaxiSvili. qarTveli eris istoria. w. II. Tb. 1965, 
gv. 62). vfiqrobT, maWaxlis tbeTis eparqiis SemadgenlobaSi arse-
boba araa imis argumenti, rom is SavSeTis istoriul-eTnografiuli 
mxaris Semadgenel nawilad miviCnioT. miWixiani samxreT-dasavleT 
saqarTvelos damoukidebeli patara teritoriuli erTeuli iyo. 



roland TofCiSvili. xanZTis monastris lokalizaciisa da SavSeT-

klarjeTis saeklesio istoriuli geografiis zogierTi sakiTxi 

 

 

75 

nis uwmindesis kaTalikozis yofila; im qveynis episkopozis iasaulic 

is yofila; aWara dandalos zeiTi mas hqonia, dandalos qvemoTi aWara 

quTaTelis samwyso yofila~.31 amrigad, sabuTi mniSvnelovani informa-

ciis Semcvelia. anCelis samwyso mTlianad istoriul-eTnografiul 

klarjeTs moicavda. misi aRmosavleTi sazRvris erTi monakveTi arta-

nujidan aRmosavleTiT samwyalis xevze gadioda (Tanamedrove samsxari. 

anCis monasteri samwyalis xeobaSi mdebareobda). aRmosavleTis sazRv-

ris meore monakveTi opizasa da xanZTas Sorisi geografiuli punqti 

_ daxatula (mTa an Rele) yofila. daxatulas dasavleTiT da sam-

wyals qvemoT mTlianad klarjeTSi arsebuli Woroxis auzi mdinaris 

orive mxareze Sav zRvamdeManCelis saepiskoposoSi Sedioda. daxatu-

las aRmosavleTi mxare tbeTis eparqiaSi Sedioda, romlis (tbeTis) 

dasavleTiT mdebare mniSvnelovani saeklesio nageboba xanZTa gaxldaT, 

e. i. tbeTis eparqia mTlianad moicavda SavSeT-imerxevs. imerxevis da-

savleTiT ukve istoriul-eTnografiuli mxare _ klarjeTi32 

iyo.Oopiza da forTis monasteri klarjeTSi Sedioda. SavSeTis garda, 

mtbevaris samwyso maWaxelsa da aWaris nawilsac (dandalos zemoTi) 

moicavda. xolo aRmosavleTi sazRvari arsianis qedi gaxldaT (artaa-
                                                            
31 qarTuli samarTlis Zeglebi. t. III, gv. 245. 
32 klarjeTSi artanujidan samxreT-dasavleTiT sofeli klarje-
Tic arsebobda. sofeli klarjeTi samjeraa moxseniebuli 1705-1706 
wlebis Turqul wyaroSi (Cildiris eialeTis jaba davTari. 1694-
1732 ww. c. abulaZis gamocema, Tb., 1979, gv. 116-117). mis siaxloves 
iyo soflebi: varTxeli, ortizi da saxre. soflis aseTi saxelwo-
deba im garemoebaze miuTiTebs, rom Tavdapirvelad klarjeTi mxo-
lod da mxolod oikonimi iyo da Semdeg iqca istoriul-eTnogra-
fiuli mxaris saxelwodebad. analogiuri SemTxvevebi araerTia 
msoflios masStabiT, rodesac erTi dasaxlebuli punqtis saxel-
wodeba ara marto mTel mxares, aramed qveyanasac gadaecemoda 
xolme. soflis saxelwodeba mTel mxareze gansakuTrebiT im SemT-
xvevebSi vrceldeboda, rodesac es dasaxlebuli punqti am mxaris 
ganapiras iyo. klarjeTis SemTxvevaSic analogiur movlenasTan 
gvaqvs saqme. meore gza dasaxlebuli punqtis mTel mxareze / qveya-
naze gadatanisa iyo im SemTxvevaSi, Tu masSi mxris xelisufali 
ijda. sofel klarjeTsa da mis sasoflo sazogadoebaSi Semaval 
soflebSi 1886 wlis saojaxo siebiT Turqebi cxovrobdnen, Tumca 
1910 wlis `kavkazski kalendari~ gvidasturebs, rom am soflebis 
mkvidrni qarTvelebi iyvnen. am dros sofel klarjeTSi 658 suli eTni-
kuri qarTveli cxovrobda, varTxelSi – 159 suli, ortizSi _ 95 suli.  
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nis istoriul-eTnografiuli mxaridan arsianis qediT gadasasvlelia 

artanujis-wylis xeobis saTaveSi mdebare soflebSi xevasa da lon-

goTxevSi. aqedan mgzavri sofel xerTvisSi Sedioda, Semdeg _ axaSen-
Si, SavgularSi da SvaTa-xevSi, bolos ki ukve _ artanujSi.33 artanu-

jidan axizisaken mimaval gzaze ki sami sofeli iyo: macala xevi, boca 

da biWa. axizidan axlos artanujis-wyali mdinare SavSeTis-wyals 

marcxena mxridan uerTdeba). 

saZiebelia toponimi / makrotoponimi daxatula, romelic Sav-
SeT-imerxevs SavSeTis-wylis marjvena mxares klarjeTisagan mijnavda, 
Sesabamisad, mtbevaris samwysos _ anCelis samwysosagan. opizasa da 

dRes xanZTad miCneul forTis monasters Soris sazRvari / manZili, 

faqtobrivad, minimaluria da daxatula ar SeiZleba maT Soris yofi-

liyo. erTaderTi avtori, romelsac toponimi `daxatula~ aqvs dafiq-

sirebuli, n. maria. marTalia, avtori mTlad naTlad ver miuTiTebs 

mikrotoponim daxatulas adgilmdebareobas, magram es axlad gatyeve-

buli veluri adgilia forTidan aRmosavleTiT, ufro swored SavSe-
Tis wylis marjvena Senakadis marjvena mxres, romelic karCxlis mTi-
dan Camoedineba da romelzedac nukas saydari mdebareobs. SavSeTis 
wylis (romelsac n. mari, p. ingoroyva da v. jobaZe SecdomiT mdinare 
imerxevs uwodeben. imerxevi SavSeTiswyals SerTulTan erTvis) siax-

loves daxatulas dabla `samaWreTi~ (mikrotoponimi) iyo, xolo da-

xatulas zemoT _ `sarkineTi~ (aseve mikrotoponimi), `sarkineTs ze-

moT _ `qorni-buda~ (esec mikrotoponimia).34 adgilmdebareobis aRwe-

rilobidan, Tundac farTobis moculobiT, ar Cans, rom daxatula gam-
mijvnel adgilad gamomdgariyo anCelisa da mtbevaris saepiskoposoebs 

                                                            
33 1879 wels es gza gaiara solomon bavrelma, romlis werilebi-
dan irkveva, rom aRniSnuli soflebis mkvidrni gaTurqebuli qarT-
velebi yofilan (s. aslaniSvili-bavreli. werilebi `osmalos sa-
qarTveloze~. Tb. 2008, gv. 133-134). longoTxevidan artanujisaken mi-
maval gzaze, artanujis-wylis marjvena mxareze mdebareobs enira-
baTi, romelSic 1886 wlis monacemebiT 18 ojaxi eTnikuri somexi 
cxovrobda. 1907 wels ki enirabaTSi mxolod qarTveli mahmadiane-
bi iyvnen aRricxulni. 
34 Н. Марр. Дневник поездки в Шавшетию и Кларджетию, gv. 141-142. simarT-
les ar Seesabameba p. ingoroyvas miTiTeba, rom, TiTqos, n. mars 
toponimi `daxatula~ qvemo forTis usaxelo savanesa da opizas 
Sua aqvs miTiTebuli (p. ingoroyva. giorgi merCule, gv. 311). 
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Soris. patara adgils daxatulas (mikrotoponimis) qvemoT samaWreTi 
erqva, zemoT ki sarkineTi da qorni-buda. vfiqrobT, rom daxatula 
Tavis droze ufro didi farTobis momcveli unda yofiliyo da is 

mikrotoponims ar warmoadgenda (SeuZlebelia, mikrotoponimiT ori 

didi samwyso erTmaneTisagan gaemijnaT), romelic karCxlis mTebidan 
Camomaval karCxlis-wyals gasdevda da es xevi unda yofiliyo sazRva-

ri anCelisa da mtbevaris samwysoebs Soris (arc isaa gamoricxuli, 

rom karCxlis-wylis adrindeli saxelwodeba swored daxatula yofi-
liyo, radgan n. mari amave hidronimiT sxva xevsac moixseniebs, rome-
lic aseve karCxlis qeds gamoedineba da romelzedac daba, berTa da 
parexTa mdebareoben; n. mari mas meore karCxlis-wyals (`karCxalkas~) 

uwodebs. realurad es mdinare (an am mdinareze arsebuli sofeli da-
xatula) marTlac iyo sazRvari SavSeT-imerxevsa da klarjeTs Soris. 
axla, rac mTavaria, naTelia, rom forTac (romelsac xanZTad miiCne-
ven, n. mari ki mas Satberdad miiCnevda) da nukas saydaric (romelsac 

n. mari xanZTad miiCnevda) daxatulas dasavleTiT iyo (n. marma nuka-
dan forTamde misvlas fexiT erTi saaTi moandoma), e. i. anCelis sam-

wysoSi Sedioda, xolo dasaxelebuli geografiuli adgilebidan aRmo-

savleTiT mtbevaris saepiskoposo iyo. sayuradReboa, rom mTebiT nukas 
saydridan imerxevis sofel ubemde, romlis siaxloves realurad mde-

bareobda xanZTa, arcTu ise didi manZilia, oRond ara Tanamedrove 

saavtomobilo gziT, aramed im mokle gzebiT, romlebiTac Zvelad sar-

geblobdnen da romlebic mTis Txemebs miuyveboda da sadac (mTebis 

Txemebze da maRla daferdebebze) Sua saukuneebSi qarTuli soflebi 

mdebareobda. aq SeZleba kiTxva daisvas: XVI saukuneSi Sedgenili sa-

buTisaTvis sazRvrebis gammijvnel orientirad ratom maincdamainc 

xanZTa da opiza airCies? pasuxi Semdegia: am arealSi, ori samwysos 

sazRvarze, es ori monasteri yvelaze cnobili da didebuli iyo. 

amrigad, karCxlis wylis marcxena mxare mtbevaris samwysoSi Se-

dioda, marjvena _ anCelis samwysoSi (Sesabamisad, aq gadioda sazRva-

ri SavSeTisa da klarjeTis istoriul-eTnografiul mxareebs Soris). 

es iyo or eparqias Soris sazRvari mdinare SavSeTis wylis marjvena 

mxares. SavSeTis wylis marcxena mxares sazRvari TiTqmis marjvena 

mxaris sazRvris mopirdapire mxares iyo. rogorc zemoT moxmobili 

XVI saukunis dasawyisis dokumentiT irkveva, es sazRvari SavSeTis 
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wylis marcxena Senakadze _ samwyalze _ gadioda. samwylis marjvena 

mxare mtbevaris eparqiaSi Sedioda, marcxena mxare _ anCelis eparqiaSi 

(Sesabamisad, aq gadioda sazRvari SavSeTsa da klarjeTis artanujis 

mxares Soris). anCis taZari swored ori eparqiisa da ori istoriul-

eTnografiuli mxaris sazRvarze iyo, oRond, ra Tqma unda, dasaxele-

buli samwyalis marcxena mxares.  

xanZTisa da forTis urTierTmimarTebis Sesaxeb SeiZleba iTqvas, 

rom ori saxeliT saqarTveloSi saeklesio nageboba ar arsebobs. Tur-

qeTis oficialuri xelisufleba mas forTad miiCnevs. mTavari gzidan 
forTisaken mimaval gzaze niSnulia: `forTis monasteri~. aseTi iyo 

tradicia _ taZrebi, monastrebi saqarTveloSi ama Tu im dasaxlebuli 

punqtis mixedviT moixseniebodnen. forTis saxelwodebis xnovanebis 

Sesaxeb sakiTxi pavle ingoroyvamac dasva. manve aRniSna, rom `kultu-

ruli centri forTaSi uZvelesi droidanve arsebula da es saxelwo-

deba `forTa~ adreul saSual-saukuneebidanve aris damowmebuli. for-

TaSi me-5-7 saukuneebSi saepiskoposo kaTedra arsebula. iberiis 

(qarTlis) sakaTalikosos cnobil siaSi, romelic 506 wels miekuTv-

neba, moixsenieba saepiskoposo f o r T a~.35 marTlac, epistoleTa 

wignSi qarTvel episkoposTa Soris moxseniebulia `Teodoros episko-

posi forTis~. uxtanesi aseve axsenebs `Teodoros forTis episko-

poss~.36 ismis kiTxva: forTas paralelurad ratom unda rqmeoda meo-

re saxelic _ xanZTa? orsaxeliani dasaxlebuli punqtebi saqarTve-

loSi ar arsebobda. arc usaxelo adgilebi asebobda, rogorc amas p. 

ingoroyva aRniSnavda. 

giorgi merCulis Txzulebis Tanaxmad, xanZTis monastris mSeneb-

lobaSi grigol xanZTelis Semwe yofila SavSeli didebuli, aznauri 

gabriel dafanCuli. am sagvareulos samflobelos centri SavSeTis 

wylis marcxena napirze mdebare sofeli gunaTle (gviandeli gurnaTe-
                                                            
35 p. ingoroyva. giorgi merCule, gv. 314. avtori uTiTebs somxur wya-
roebs: epistoleTa wigni (`girq TRToc~), 1901 w., gv. 182-183: Sdr.: ux-
tanes urahaeli, qarTvel-somexTa ganyofis istoria, 1871 w., gv. 86.  
36 epistoleTa wigni. somxuri teqsti qarTuli TargmaniT, gamokv-
leviTa da komentarebiT gamosca zaza aleqsiZem. Tb. 1968, gv. 97; 
uxtanesi. istoria gamoyofisa qarTvelTa somexTagan. somxuri teqs-
ti qarTuli TargmaniTa da gamokvleviTa gamosca zaza aleqsiZem. 
Tb. 1975, gv. 139. 
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li,37 saTlelis cixis siaxloves) iyo. Bbunebrivia, SavSeli feodali 

xanZTis monastris aSenebiT Tavisi safeodalos teritoriaze iqneboda 

dainteresebuli. mecnierTa mier xanZTad miCneuli forTis monasteri 

ki klarjeTis teritoriazea. aseve gabriel dafanCulis samemkvidreo 

teritorias warmoadgenda merec. xanZTis wmida giorgis mamaTa monas-

teri, meres RvTismSoblis dedaTa monasteri da gunaTles dedaTa mo-

nasteri erTmaneTTan axlos mdebareobda. 

zogierTi mecnierisaTvis forTis monastrisa da nukas saydris 

daudgenel samonastro kompleqsebTan _ xanZTasTan da SatberdTTan 

gaigiveba imitomacaa SesaZlebeli, rom arc forTa da arc nukas sayda-

ri qarTul matianeebSi ar ixsenieba. samwuxarod, qarTvel mecnierTa-

gan nukas saydars mosveneba ara aqvs _ mas gunaTlesTanac ki aigive-

ben.38 zemoT vnaxeT, rom forTa qarTul wyaroebSi ara, magram somxur 

wyaroebSi namdvilad moixsenieba, romlebSic saubaria V-VII saukuneeb-

Si forTis saepiskoposoze. istoriuli bedukuRmarTobis gamo araerTi 

werilobiTi Zegli daikarga; am TvalsazrisiT gansakuTrebiT mZime vi-

Tareba im teritoriebze iyo, romlebic osmaleTis imperiis Semadgen-

lobaSi aRmoCnda. analogiuri mdgomareoba sxva arqiteqturul ZeglTa 

SemTxvevebSic gvaqvs. matianeebSi araa naxsenebi TviT iseTi didebuli 

samonastro kompleqsebi, rogorebicaa oSkisa da oTxTas eklesiebi. 

mxolod erTi bednieri SemTxveva gvaqvs bibliis erT-erTi xelnaweri 

teqstis anderZ-minawerSi oSkis moxseniebisa: `daiwera wmidaO ese wigni 

lavrasa Sina didsa oSks, sayofelsa wmidisa naTlismcemelisasa...~.39 

aseve, erTxelaa naxsenebi oTxTa eklesia aTonis iverTa monastris 

erT-erT mosaxsenebelSi: `vinca waikiTxoT, locvasa gev(e)drebi cod-

vili f(ria)d avgaroz, oTxTa eklesiaTa monastris dekanozi mama[ce]-

                                                            
37 rusuli administraciis dros, 1886 wels, gurnaTeli saTlel-
rabaTis sasoflo sazogadoebaSi Sedioda. amave sazogadoebis so-
flebi iyo: vanTa, veli (sofeli veli artaanSic iyo), morgeli, sa-
budara, samjeli, saTleli, saTlel-rabaTi, sofori. am soflebis 
mkvidrni ukve asimilirebulni iyvnen. mxolod saTlelsa da velSi 
hqonda SenarCunebuli ramdenime ojaxs qarTveloba. 
38 ix.: tao-klarjeTis xuroTmoZRvruli Zeglebis ruka. T. xuciSvi-
lis redaqtorobiT, meore gamocema, 2008.  
39 v. jobaZe. adreuli Sua saukuneebis qarTuli monastrebi istori-
ul taoSi, klarjeTsa da SavSeTSi. Tsu gamomcemloba, 2006, gv. 155. 
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laSvili~.40 werilobiT ZeglebSi arsad ar gvxvdeba, agreTve, tao-

klarjeTSi mdebare araerTi sxva taZari. magaliTisTvis mcire gumba-

Tovani taZris _ petrulis41 `marmawmindisa~ (devsqelis xeoba) da 

TorTomis mxareSi eqeqis aw dangreuli gumbaTovani taZrebis dasaxe-

lebac sakmarisia.  

rogorc `grigol xanZTelis cxovrebidan~ irkveva, im dros, ro-

desac didma saeklesio moRvawem samonastro aRmSenebloba daiwyo 

klarjeT-SavSeTSi, mTel samxreT-dasavleT saqarTveloSi sxva monas-

teri, opizis garda, faqtobrivad, aRarsad iyo: `rameTu mas Jamsa sxvaO 

monasteri ara Sen iyo maT qveyanaTa Tvinier opizisa da arca msofli-

oni eriskacni axlvides axlad SenebisaTvis maT qveyanaTaOsa, rameTu 

klarjeTs da taoTa Sina da SavSeTs da yovelTa maT maxlobelTa qve-

yanaTa mciredni ipovebodes daSenebul tyeTa Sina adgil-adgil~.42 

logikurad ismis kiTxva: imdroindeli saqarTvelos mTeli Woroxis 

auzis sam istoriul-eTnografiul mxareSi _ taoSi, klarjeTsa da 

SavSeTSi – opizis garda, sxva monasteri ar arsebobda da aseT viTa-

rebaSi didma saeklesio mamam sxva monastris (xanZTis) mSenebloba ra-

Ra maincdamainc opizis yuris ZirSi daiwyo?  

amrigad, Cveni azriT, xanZTa arc forTis monasteria da arc nu-

kas saydari. xanZTis savanem, iseve rogorc sxva araerTma sasuliero-

saganmanaTleblo keram, ubralod Cvenamde ver moaRwia. xanZTis monas-

teri imerxevSi, sofel ubis siaxloves arsebobda, sadac adgilis sa-

xelwodeba `xanZTa~ dRemdea Semonaxuli. vfiqrobT, momavali kvleva-

Zieba, gansakuTrebiT ki arqeologiuri, Cvens mosazrebas xanZTis mdeba-

reobis Sesaxeb materialurad daadasturebs. 

 

                                                            
40 z. sxirtlaZe. oTxTa eklesiis freskebi. Tb. 2009, gv. 35. 
41 petruli Woroxisa da devsqelis wyalgamyof qedzea. aq dResac 
eTnikuri qarTvelebi cxovroben. 
42 giorgi merCule. grigol xanZTelis cxovreba, gv. 227.  
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Roland Topchishvili 
  

ON THE ISSUE OF KHANDZTA MONASTERY  
LOCALIZATION 

 
Summary 

 
Research of history, ethnology, condition of language of historical South-

West Georgia has become quite intensive within last twenty years. The main 
reason of this is restoration of Georgia’s statehood and friendly relations 
between Georgia and Turkey. As it is known an important part of historical 
South-West Georgia is within present-day State of Turkey. 

The Georgian scholars were given an opportunity to visit parts of 
“Muslim Georgia”, in result of which many important historical-ethnographic 
facts were determined. It is worthy to mention the progress in the sphere of 
church architecture researches, while ethnological studies having been 
conducted actually for the first time. It is known what wide monastic building 
activities were underway in South-West Georgia of the early Middle Ages. 
Many monuments of the Georgian culture are preserved till nowadays, however 
many are so badly damaged that it is difficult to identify them and localize in 
relevant place. In the Georgian historiography the disputable topic is an issue 
about the Khandzta Monastery localization. The monastery was founded in ca 
782, by the eminent Georgian ecclesiastical figure St. Grigol Khandzteli (Grigol 
of Khandzta). At present, P. Ingorokva’s consideration concerning the above 
mentioned issue has mainly been shared: according to this scholar, the Khandzta 
Monastery is the cathedral existing in the village Porta.  

P. Ingorokva was not able to visit the relevant region and make 
immediate observations of the Shavshet-Klarjeti monuments. He relied on the 
description of Porti church complex made by N. Marr. Some researchers has 
recently doubted consideration of Porti being Khandzta. ex., M. Paghava 
stresses that Khandzta is Nuka church. In 2010 we wrote that the Khandzta 
Monastery had not reached us, that Khandzta existed in the village Ube of 
Imerkhevi. The main argument proving this idea is toponym “Khandzta” in the 
vicinity of the village Ube. Any villager of Ube and any resident of 
surrounding villages are aware of the location of Khandzta. The activities of this 
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year expedition have strengthened the consideration expressed earlier: the 
Khandzta monastery has not reached us (as well as the Shatberdi Monastery). It 
existed at the village Ube and it was destroyed. One of the material proofs of the 
monastery existence can be considered a stone boulder, on which a hand is 
inscribed (due to this, the territory adjacent to the boulder is called by the local 
residents “hand of a nepe”). A majority of Shavshet-Klarjeti 12 churches has 
not reached us. The fate of Khandzta and Shatberdi has been shared by Dabi 
and Meresa monastery-churches as well, which were also located in the 
Khandzta Monastery sector in Imerkhevi.  

 
 
 

 

 


