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mixeil baxtaZe  

 

erisTavobis sakiTxi daviT IV aRmaSeneblis 

centralistur politikaSi 
 

qarTul istoriografiaSi gavrcelebulia mosazreba, rom daviT 

IV aRmaSenebeli erisTavobis institutis winaaRmdeg ibrZoda. amis sa-

ilustraciod ki baRvaSebisa da Zagan zedaznis cixis patronis maga-

liTebia moyvanili. `Cans grZeldeba ...saqarTvelos gaerTianebisTanave 

dawyebuli procesi Zvel administraciul erTeulTa, saerisTavoTa 

gauqmebisa~.1 

pirvel rigSi kldekaris saerisTavos sakiTxi ganvixiloT. r. 

metrevelis azriT, liparit V baRvaSis gaZevebis Semdeg erisTavi misi 

Ze rati gaxda. `rac Seexeba kldekaris saerisTavos, man kidev ramode-

nime wels iarseba, saTaveSi liparitis Ze rati edga ... (daviTma _ m. b.) 

kldekaris saerisTavo gaauqma da Tavis samflobelos SeuerTa 1103 

wels~.2 v. kopalianis azriTac, saerisTavo ratis sikvdilis Semdeg, 

1103 wels3 gauqmda. rati liparitis Ze marTlac 1103 wels gardaic-

vala, magram iyo is am dros erisTavi Tu ara, ucnobia. wyaroebi mas 

erisTavad ar moixsenieben. Cveni azriT, baRvaSebma erisTavoba 1094 

wels dakarges, liparit V-is Sepyrobis mere. ar gvgonia, rom daviT 

IV-s erisTavoba kvlav baRvaSebis xelSi daetovebina, es mis poli-

tikas ewinaaRmdegeboda.  

rac Seexeba kldekaris saerisTavos gauqmebas, Cveni azriT, amgva-

ri ram ar unda momxdariyo. arc erTi wyaro ar adasturebs kldeka-

ris saerisTavos gauqmebis faqts. daviTis istorikosi wers _ `mokuda 

rati Ze liparitisi ... da aRaravin daSTa sayofelTa maTTa mkvidri ... 

da mamuli maTi aRiRo mefeman~.4 Semdeg mematiane wers: `da mamuli 

                                                            
1 m. lorTqifaniZe. saqarTvelo XI s. bolosa da XII s. pirvel meoTxedSi. da-
viT IV aRmaSenebeli. saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi. t. III. Tb. 1979, gv. 213. 
2 r. metreveli. Sinaklasobrivi brZola feodalur saqarTveloSi. Tb. 1973, 
gv. 80. 
3 В. У. Копалиани. Клдекарское эриставство. Тб. 1949, gv. 13 
4 daviT aRmaSeneblis istorikosi. cxovreba mefeT mefe daviTisa. qarTlis 
cxovreba. teqsti dadgenili yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT simon yaux-
CiSvilis mier. t. I. Tb. 1959, gv. 326. 
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lipariteTi umkvidrod darCenil iyo, aramed sxuaTa mravalTa da sa-

marTlianTa da usarzel-miuxueWelTa sofelTa Tana miscna dedasa 

RmrTisasa samsaxureblad~.5 swored am cnobaze dayrdnobiT Tvlian, 

rom daviTma gaauqma kldekaris saerisTavo da is gelaTis monasters6 

Seswira. aRsaniSnavia, rom mematiane yvelgan laparakobs baRvaSTa ma-

mulze. iyo ki kldekari maTi mamuli? ra Tqma unda, ara. marTebulad 

SeniSnavs i. anTelava, rom matianeSi laparakia kacxis mamulze, rome-

lic mefem beiTalmanis uflebiT aiRo. `rac Seexeba saerisTavos ge-

laTisaTvis Sewirvas, saamiso monacemebi ar Cans da arcaa mosalod-

neli veeberTela administraciuli erTeuli monastrisaTvis Seewi-

raT, Tundac gelaTisaTvis~.7 baRvaSTa mamuli rom argveTi iyo da 

ara kldekari, es naTlad Cans wyaroebidanac. rati I `dajda mamulsa 

TÂsaa argueTs~.8 1057 wels liparit IV-is datyvevebis Semdeg `darCa 

mamuli argeuTisa ivanes~.9 Tavad ivane liparitis Zec xom pirdapir 

wers _ `movedi kacxs, mamulsa Cuensa~.10 SeuZlebelia mamulis qveS 

saerisTavo `queyana~ vigulisxmoT. Cveni azriT, daviT aRmaSenebels 

kldekaris saerisTavo ar gauuqmebia. 1094 wels man baRvaSebs erisTa-

voba CamoarTva. rati ki 1103 wlamde flobda Tavis mamuls argveTSi. 

Cveni azriT, 1094 wels daviT aRmaSenebelma erisTavoba gadasca 

Tevdores. mematiane wers _ `TrialeTi da kldekarni hqondes Tevdo-

res, Wyondidelis diswulsa, kacsa goniersa da didad myofsa~.11 Tev-

dores mier kldekaris floba sxvas arafers niSnavs, Tu ara kldeka-

ris saerisTavos erisTavobas. SevadaroT mematianis naTqvami Tevdoreze 

_ `TrialeTi da kldekarni hqondes Tevdores~, imave mematianis cnobas 

liparit V-is Sesaxeb _ `hqondes TrialeTi da kldekarni da mimdgomi 

misi queyana liparits~.12 rogorc vxedavT, Tevdore imave teritorias 

flobs, romelsac lipariti. gamonaklisia mxolod `mimdgomi misi qu-

eyana~, magram ra igulisxmeba mis qveS, ucnobia. kldekaris saerisTa-

vos ZiriTad nawils swored `TrialeTi da kldekarni~ warmoadgenda. 

marTalia, mematiane Tevdores erisTavs ar uwodebs, magram aq gasaTva-

                                                            
5 daviT aRmaSeneblis istorikosi. cxovreba mefeT mefe daviTisa, gv. 330. 
6 r. metreveli. Sinaklasobrivi brZola feodalur saqarTveloSi, gv. 82. 
7 i. anTelava. saqarTvelos centraluri da adgilobrivi mmarTveloba XI-XII 
saukuneebSi Tb. 1983, gv. 182. 
8 matiane qarTlisai. qarTlis cxovreba. teqsti dadgenili yvela ZiriTadi 
xelnaweris mixedviT simon yauxCiSvilis mier. t. I. Tb. 1955, gv. 278. 
9 matiane qarTlisai, gv. 301. 
10 qronikebi da sxva masala saqarTvelos istoriisa. Sekrebili, qronologiu-
rad dawyobili, axsnili da gamocemuli, axsnili Tedo Jordanias mier. w. I. 
tf. 1892, gv. 203. 
11 daviT aRmaSeneblis istorikosi. cxovreba mefeT mefe daviTisa, gv. 331. 
12 daviT aRmaSeneblis istorikosi. cxovreba mefeT mefe daviTisa, gv. 325 
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liswinebelia erTi mniSvnelovani faqti, daviTi aRmaSeneblis istori-

kosi saerTod ar iyenebs termin erisTavs. liparit V-s is uwodebs amiras 
da ar moixseniebs mas erisTavobiT, Tumca liparits rom erisTavoba 

hqonda, ueWvelia. amrigad, Cveni azriT, 1094 wlis Semdeg kldekaris 

erisTavi Tevdore gaxda. Tevdores erisTavad Tvlis i. anTelavac.13 

i. anTelavas azriT, daviT IV-m kldekaris saerisTavos nawili 

samefo domenad aqcia, `magram saerisTavo erTeuli aq mainc Cans~.14 

SeiZleba samefo domenad iqca is `mimdgomi misi queyana~, romelsac 

Tevdore aRar flobs. epigrafikul masalaze dayrdnobiT naTelia, 

rom TrialeTSi XII saukuneSic arsebobs saerisTavo.15  

kldekaris saerisTavosTan dakavSirebiT SeiZleba iTqvas Semdegi 

– daviT aRmaSenebels kldekaris saerisTavo ar gauuqmebia. mis dros 

am mxares Tevdore marTavda. marTalia, istorikosi mas erisTavobiT 

ar moixsenebs, magram daviTis istorikosi saerTod ar gamoiyenebs am 

termins maSinac ki, rodesac iseT pirovnebaze saubrobs, romlis eris-

Tavobac sadavo ar aris. amis magaliTia liparit V, romelic namdvi-

lad iyo erisTavi. mematiane ki mas am `ÃeliT~ ar moixseniebs. `daviT 

IV aRmaSeneblis RonisZiebani liparitisZeTa winaaRmdeg ar SeiZleba 

miCneul iqnes saerTod erisTavobis institutis winaaRmdeg brZolad. 

igive SeiZleba iTqvas Zaganisa da modistosis Sesaxeb~.16 

erTaderTi wyaro, romelic Zaganisa da misi Zmis, modistosis, Se-

saxeb mogviTxrobs, aris daviT aRmaSeneblis anderZi SiomRvimis mo-

nastrisadmi.17 anderZSi Zagani arsad ar moixsenieba erisTavad. ander-

Zidan irkveva, rom Zagani flobda zedaznis cixesa da muxrans. daviT 

aRmaSenebelma, rogorc cnobilia, damarcxebul feodals yvela samf-

lobelo CamoarTva (arsebobs mosazreba, rom anderZis daweris mo-

mentSi Zagani cocxali iyo da garkveuli samflobeloc hqonda).18 an-

derZidan ar Cans arc Zaganis erisTavoba da, sxvaTa Soris, arc misi 

abuleTisZeoba.19 orive es mosazreba SeiZleba mxolod varaudad CaiT-

                                                            
13 i. anTelava. saqarTvelos centraluri da adgilobrivi mmarTveloba XI-XII 
saukuneebSi, gv. 182. 
14 i. anTelava. saqarTvelos centraluri da adgilobrivi mmarTveloba XI-XII 
saukuneebSi, gv. 182. 
15 m. baxtaZe. erisTavobis instituti saqarTveloSi. Tb. 2003, gv. 181-183. 
16 i. anTelava, saqarTvelos centraluri da adgilobrivi mmarTveloba XI-XII 
saukuneebSi, gv. 183. 
17 qarTuli istoriuli sabuTebis korpusi. Seadgines da gamosacemad moamza-
des T. enuqiZem, v. silogavam, n. SoSiaSvilma. w. I. Tb. 1984, gv. 54 
18 i. anTelava. XI-XV ss. saqarTvelos social-politikuri istoriis sakiTxe-
bi. Tb. 1980, gv. 109 
19 Cven sruliad viziarebT a. gogolaZis mosazrebas, rom Zagani ar ekuTvno-
da abuleTisZeTa sagvareulos. ix. a. gogolaZe. daviT aRmaSeneblis anderZi 
SiomRvimisadmi. Tb. 2001, 139-160. 
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valos, romelsac Cven ar viziarebT. 

vnaxoT, Tu ramdenad SesaZlebelia Zaganis erisTavoba. 1103 wlam-

de zedaznis cixe kaxeT-hereTis samefos SemadgenlobaSi Sedioda. am 

wels `mosca Jami RmerTman mefesa daviTs da waruRo kvirikes cixe 

zedazeni. qronikoni iyo samasocdasami~.20 i. anTelavas azriT, `1103 

wels, rodesac daviTma kvirikes zedazeni waarTva, am cixes Zagani 

flobda, kaxeTis mefis moxele da vasali. daviTs ucdia misTvis ci-

xis CamorTmeva, magram giorgi II-s kvlav ZaganisTvis dautovebia ci-

xe~.21 Tu Zaganma cixe 1103 wlis Semdgom miiRo (Cveni azriT, es nakle-

badaa SesaZlebeli), es ar gamodgeba imis dasamtkiceblad, rom daviT 

aRmaSenebeli saerisTavoebs auqmebda. radgan Tu mefe erisTavobis 

instituts ebrZoda (davuSvaT erTi wuTiT aseTi ram), cxadia, is Za-

gans zedaznis cixes `erisTavobiT~ ar miscemda. 

Cveni azriT, Zagani zedaznis cixes jer kidev 1103 wlamde flob-

da. anu im droidan, rodesac zedazeni kaxeT-hereTis samefos Semad-

genlobaSi Sedioda. am SemTxvevaSi ki Zaganis erisTavad miCneva Zne-

lia. vaxuSti batoniSvilis mixedviT, kaxeT-hereTis samefoSi Svidi 

saerisTavo iyo: rusTavis, pankisis, kveteris, Storis, maWis, xornabu-

jisa da veJinis.22 sxva cnobebi, romlebic ranTa da kaxTa samefoSi 

sxva saerisTavoebis arsebobas gvavaraudebinebda, Cven ar gagvaCnia. 

Tu Zagani erisTavi iyo, misi saerisTavos centri zedaznis cixe unda 

yofiliyo. magram verc erT zemoT dasaxelebul saerisTavos ver ga-

vaigivebT `zedaznis saerisTavosTan~. Cveni azriT, zedaznis cixesa da 

muxrans ver miviCnevT saerisTavo `queynad~. aqedan gamomdinare, Zaga-

nis erisTavad miCnevac gviWirs. Zagani ar iyo erisTavi da misTvis ze-

daznis cixis CamorTmevis faqti ar gamodgeba imis sailustraciod, 

rom daviT aRmaSenebeli saerisTavoebs auqmebda da erisTavobis ins-

tituts ebrZoda.   

`daviT aRmaSeneblis brZola erisTavobasTan, rogorc institut-

Tan, arc erTi wyaroTi araa dadasturebuli~.23 

Tavis droze eqv. TayaiSvilma mis mier samSvildis erT-erT ekle-

siaze aRmoCenili ori warwera gamosca. mecnieris azriT, erTSi eris-

TavT-erisTavi vaCe da misi meuRle darejani, meoreSi ki erisTavT-

                                                            
20 daviT aRmaSeneblis istorikosi. cxovreba mefeT mefe daviTisa, gv. 326. 
21 i. anTelava. XI-XV saukuneebis saqarTvelos socialur-politikuri isto-
riis sakiTxebi. Tb. 1980, gv. 109. 
22 vaxuSti bagrationi. aRwera samefosa saqarTvelosa. qarTlis cxovreba. 
teqsti dadgenili yvela ZiriTadi xelnaweris mixedviT simon yauxCiSvilis 
mier. t. IV. Tb. 1973, gv. 561. 
23 i. anTelava. saqarTvelos centraluri da adgilobrivi mmarTveloba XI-XII 
saukuneebSi, gv. 180. 
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erisTavi da opertimosi avag xurciZe24 moixseniebian. eqv. TayaiSvils 

orive warwera daviT aRmaSeneblis Tanadroulad miaCnda. CvenTvis 

saintereso warwera xelaxla waikiTxes v. silogavam da g. gafrindaS-

vilma. paleografiuli niSnebiT maTac warwera XII saukunis pirveli 

meoTxediT daaTariRes. marTalia, erisTavT-erisTavis saxeli ver 

amoikiTxes, Tumca TviT termin erisTavT-erisTavis amokiTxva daadas-

tures. iq, sadac eqv. TayaiSvili kiTxulobda `vaCeman~, maT amoikiTxes 

_ `Cemsa~.25 rogorc vxedavT, vaCes wakiTxva sadavoa. magram amjerad 

CvenTvis sainteresoa is, rom am warweraSi termini erisTavT-erisTavia 

dafiqsirebuli. amdenad, mosazreba, rom daviT IV aRmaSeneblis dros 

termini `erisTavi~ saerTod ar gamoiyeneboda, sadavoa. 

davuSvaT, daviT aRmaSenebeli marTlac ibrZoda erisTavobis ins-

titutis winaaRmdeg. aseT SemTxvevaSi gauqmebuli administraciuli 

erTeulebis _ saerisTavoebis nacvlad axali administraciuli er-

Teulebi unda Seeqmna. saxelmwifo ver iarsebebs teritoriul-adminis-

traciuli erTeulebis gareSe. SeuZlebelia, daviT aRmaSenebels sae-

risTavoebis gauqmebis Semdeg `Seqmnili politikur-administraciuli 

vakuumi ar Seevso~.26 m. lorTqifaniZis azriT, saeisTavoebis nacvlad 

Seqmnil erTeulad sakargavi unda miviCnioT. mecnieris azriT, `sakar-

gavi ki gvesmis rogorc samsaxuris sanacvlod miRebuli pirobiTi 

mflobeloba~.27 sakargavis aseTi gageba TavisTavad gamoricxavs imis 

saSualebas, rom is saerisTavos nacvlad Seqmnil institutad miviC-

nioT. mosakargave aris pirobiTi mflobeli, e. i. patroni garkveuli 

teritoriisa. marTalia, pirobiTi da droebiTi, magram mainc mflobe-

li, anu patroni. am SemTxvevaSi mflobeli Tavis TavSi socialur Si-

naars gulisxmobs. mosakargave sakargavis mimarT ganixileba rogorc 

mflobeli, patroni anu seniori. is mosaxleoba, romelic cxovrobs 

sakargavis teritoriaze, xdeba misi vasali; SesaZloa droebiT, sanam 

mosakargave flobs am teritorias, magram mainc vasali.  

gansxvavebuli damokidebulebaa erisTavsa da misi saerisTavos 

mcxovrebTa Soris. erisTavi aris saerisTavos droebiTi mmarTveli 

da ara mflobeli. saerisTavos mosaxleoba ar aris misi vasali. is 

mas emorCileba rogorc moxeles da ara rogorc seniors, patrons. 

saerisTavo da sakargavi sul sxvadasxva socialur urTierTobebze 

                                                            
24 Э. Такаишвили. Археологические экскурсии. Разыскания и заметки. Книга II. Тиф. 1905, 
gv. 44-46. 
25 a. baramiZe. samSvildis warweris darejani. Jurn. `mravalTavi~. X. Tb. 1983, 
gv. 25. 
26 i. anTelava. saqarTvelos centraluri da adgilobrivi mmarTveloba XI-XII 
saukuneebSi, gv. 180. 
27 m. lorTqifaniZe. saqarTvelo XI s. bolosa da XII s. pirvel meoTxedSi, gv. 
214. 
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arian agebuli. sakargavi es aris patronisa da ymis urTierToba, mar-

Talia droebiTi, pirobiTi, magram mainc patronymuli urTierToba. 

saerisTavis amgvari ram ar axasiaTebs. saerisTavo administraciuli 

erTeulia, sakargavi ki ara. swored am mizezis gamo ver CavTvliT 

Cven sakargavs saerisTavos nacvlad Seqmnil institutad. 

marTalia, qarTul istoriografiaSi sakargavis is gagebaa gavr-

celebuli, romlis Tanaxmadac, sakargavi samsaxuris sanacvlod miRe-

buli samflobelos, xolo mosakargave msaxureuli aznauris mniSvne-

lobiT ixmareba, magram arsebobs sxva mosazrebebic. 

z. ratianis azriT, `sakargavi nebismieri obieqtia, romelzec ne-

bismieri garigeba xdeba or subieqts Soris da es garigeba mxolod am 

or subieqtze vrceldeba~.28 cxadia, sakargavis aseTi gageba gamoric-

xavs imis SesaZleblobas, rom sakargavs Seecvala administraciuli 

erTeuli _ saerisTavo. 

S. mesxias azriT, `sakargavi niSnavda rogorc samoxeleod, sagam-

geod, samarTavad gadacemul teritorias, qalaqs; aseve sargos fulad 

gasamjelos ...mosakargaveobac TavisTavad orbuneba iyo _ igi, erTi 

mxriv, moxeleobas niSnavda, xolo, meore mxriv, iseT moxeleobas, ro-

melic umTavresad sargoTi nazRaurdeboda~.29 Tu sakargavi samar-

Tavad gadacemuli teritoria iyo, gana aseve samarTavad gadacemuli 

teritoria ar iyo saerisTavo? saerisTavo xom administraciuli erTe-

uli iyo, romelic pirovnebas droebiT samarTavad eZleoda. erisTavi 

mefis samsaxurSi idga da Tavisi saqmianobisaTvis garkveul gasamrje-

losac iRebda. aseTad migvaCnia Cven wyaroebSi damowmebuli: `kerZi sae-

risTavo~, `Sesavali saerisTavo~, `Sesavali saerisTavT-erisTavo~.30 eris-
Tavoba iyo moxeleoba, romlis anazRaurebac garkveuli gasamrjelo-

Ti xdeboda. romc miviRoT sakargavis S. mesxiaseuli ganmarteba, aseT 

SemTxvevaSic ki sakargavi ver CaiTvleba imad, rasac unda daekavebina 

saerisTavoebis adgili maTi gauqmebis Semdeg, radgan did gansxvavebas 

S. mesxiaseul sakargavsa da saerisTavos Soris Cven ver vxedavT.  

Tavisi mosazreba sakargavis Sesaxeb gamoTqmuli aqvs i. anTela-

vasac. mkvlevris azriT, `sakargavi da mosakargave igivea, rac sauravi 

da mouravi. termini sakargavi aRniSnavs samarTavad, sagamgeblod ga-

cemul miwa-adgils, qveyanas, qalaqsa Tu saxelos, didi iqneba is Tu 

mcire. aseve Tanamdebobis aRsrulebisaTvis gansazRvrul gasamjelos 

_ `sargos~, saerTod fulad sazRaurs~.31 rogorc vxedavT, mkvlevari 

                                                            
28 z. ratiani. sakargavi. feodaluri miwaTmflobelobis forma. Jurn.: `macne~. 
#3. Tb. 1978, gv. 179. 
29 S. mesxia. sakargavi. saistorio Ziebani. t. I. Tb. 1982, gv. 365. 
30 m. baxtaZe. erisTavobis instituti saqarTveloSi, gv. 311. 
31 i. anTelava. XI-XV ss. saqarTvelos social-politikuri istoriis sakiTxe-
bi, gv. 145. 
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garkveulwilad imeorebs S. mesxias mosazrebas. aRsaniSnavia, rom Ta-

vad i. anTelava ar iziarebda mosazrebas _ daviT aRmaSeneblis mier 

saerisTavoebis gauqmebisa da maT nacvlad sakargavis institutis Se-

moRebis Sesaxeb.32 

 Cveni azriT, sakargavi ar iyo is, rasac SeeZlo saerisTavoebis, 

rogorc administraciuli erTeulebis, Secvla. Cven mTlianad vizia-

rebT i. anTelavas mosazrebas _ `gana gasakviri araa, rom TiTqos da-

viT IV aRmaSeneblis dasayrden Zalas erisTavebis winaaRmdeg, `mosa-

kargaveebs~, misive istorikosi, daviTis politikis uerTgulesi propa-

gandisti `mosakargave maWirveblebad~ ixseniebs?! Tu miwa-mamulis gam-

kvidrebis tendenciaze wava saqme, gana `mosakargave aznaurTaTvis~ uc-

xo iqneboda es tendencia?!~.33 jer kidev n. berZeniSvili SeniSnavda, 

rom `daviTis mosakargaveni umal memamuleobis tendencias amJRavnebd-

nen~.34 

brZola erisTavobis institutis winaaRmdeg da saerisTavoebis 

gauqmeba niSnavda uzarmazari administraciuli reformis Catarebas. 

daviTis istorikosi, romelic mefis mTel saqmianobas aRwers, ara-

fers ambobs qveynis administraciuli mowyobis saqmeSi momxdari 

cvlilebebis Sesaxeb. Cven naklebad dasaSvebad migvaCnia, rom daviT 

aRmaSenebels aseTi didi reforma gaetarebina da mematianes amis Sesa-

xeb erTi sityvac ki ar eTqva. 

 wyaroebSi arsebuli cnobebis analizis Semdeg ver gaviziarebT 

mosazrebas, rom `daviT aRmaSenebeli erisTavobis centralizebuli 

feodaluri saxelmwifosaTvis Seufereblad Tvlida da yovelmxriv 

aviwroebda da cdilobda mis gauqmebas~.35 

 Cveni azriT, daviT IV aRmaSenebeli ibrZoda ara mTlianad eris-

Tavobis institutis, aramed konkretuli urCi erisTavebis winaaRmdeg. 

`daviTis dros qveynis marTva-gamgeobas adgilebze erisTavebi axor-

cielebdnen~.36  

                                                            
32 i. anTelava. saqarTvelos centraluri da adgilobrivi mmarTveloba XI-XII 
saukuneebSi, gv. 180 
33 i. anTelava. saqarTvelos centraluri da adgilobrivi mmarTveloba XI-XII 
saukuneebSi, gv. 180-181 
34 n. berZeniSvili. saqarTvelos istoriis sakiTxebi. t. VII. Tb. 1974, gv. 236. 
35 r. metreveli. daviT aRmaSenebeli, mefe Tamari. Tb. 2002, gv. 99. 
36 n. berZeniSvili. saqarTvelos istoriis sakiTxebi. t. VI. Tb. 1973, gv. 45. 



mixeil baxtaZe. erisTavobis sakiTxi daviT IV aRmaSeneblis centralistur 

politikaSi 
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ISSUE ON ERISTAVI (DUKE’S) INSTITUTION  
DURING THE REIGN OF DAVID IV  

 
(Summary) 

 
According to the opinion in historiography, David IV Aghmashenebeli combated the 

institution of the eristavis; this opinion is supported by the examples of Baghvashi family 
and Dzagan, patron of  Zedazeni fortress. The analysis of the data provided by the sources 
show that Dzagan had never been eristavi and Kldekari saeristavo (dukedom) had not been 
abolished by the king after resignation of Baghvashis. 

Let us make an assumption that David Aghmashenebeli confronted the institute of the 
eristavis; in such case he should had created new administrative units instead of abolished 
ones – the saeristavos. No state can exist without administrative division; no sources show 
that the king founded  new administrative structures. 

Struggle against institution of the eristavis and abolishment of the saeristavos could 
had meant conduction of the administrative reform of enormous scales; historian of David 
IV, describing the whole activity of the king, says nothing about the changes in the sphere of 
administrative organization of the country. It is impossible that the historian failed to say 
nothing if the king had actually taken such kind of measures. 

David IV Aghmashenebeli confronted not the eristavis entirely, but he fought against 
some specific disobedient representatives of those; local governance during the reign of 
David  IV Aghmashenebeli remained in the hands of the eristavis. 

 


