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The Georgian Press of 1990-1991 in the Context of Political
Processes

The report presented by us for the conference concerns the
most painful and controversial period of our country’s recent history.
It describes the acute political environment and the radical ideological
confrontation created in Georgia in 1990-1991. These processes were
clearly reflected in the then press. Although the Georgian media of
that period was of pluralistic nature, the high level of ideological po-
larization was obvious. The newspaper polemics of that period clearly
demonstrated the deadly struggle between the authorities and the op-
position forces, the polarity of opinions between the political groups.

Given the specifics of the study period, we aimed to analyze
the publications of two popular newspapers — the official ,Sakartvelos
Respublika“ and the opposition ,,Droni“. The pro-government and op-
position forces united around these two periodicals. A similar media
climate was typical for the post-socialist states. The inertia of the recent
past appeared to be hardly overcome for the then media. It, however,
got rid of the pressure of the Soviet censorship, but remained com-
mitted to the previous professional approaches manifested in the party
treatment, neglect of ethical norms, self-censorship and other negative
attributes. These vices have not been eradicated until now.

We have studied the issue in the context of political process-
es, finding relevant material and its classification and content analy-
sis. We have also defined the theoretical framework of research. For
that purpose we have used the Hallin and Mancini’s media model of
media-politics interrelation as well as the William Hachtens’ revolu-
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tionary press concept. The analysis of the relevant texts based on the
mentioned methodology has enabled us to find out the editorial policy
of the named periodicalss, which manifested in the rather subjective
perception of the events.

The results obtained in the research show the specificity of polit-
ical, social and media environment in post-Soviet Georgia, reveals the
reasons of the confrontation between political forces and contributes to
the construction of the reality.
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