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LadgMmMo 39380MNL AWML FgEIzo® MPLYMTS oZaM-
39 393mgbs 93Madnnb ggm3manndniym LozmEgdy, MmIgm-
boE 09-16 LOY3YB0EIL d3MBBHMMEMYdE.. 30330bN3dn MYLgm-
0o ©o3oMago 1860nd369mm3069Ln bHModHgaogn Mggnmbo —
0009M30330L0s, MMAgmoE mnmgdob mMsbo Banob dobdomdy
ndymxugdmes dobn ddsmmnzgmmodab J3qd. 060d369mm3bo
09930M©s MYLYMOL gozmgbs Go30 o 3ob3nabL dDM3900b MY-
30mbgddn. MYLoMTs Eo3oMgs 0603369mm3060 Bobdnm-
Byomdaadab MabyMmbaydn. obJ39 o3oMaYM ngbs 3MbHMM-
oo gomosmym bhMohaagngm 3mdynbozengddg — abmamo-
mdo y3gmodg dmzmyg bodMmobbdmmpm EMIRebdy g3Mm3s-
Do @S 9BsL AMMNDL. 8809M30330b00L bobonm MILbymL byano-
©ob godmgEoms sbm smdmbozmgmab 3MmEgLbaddy goz-
mgbob ghmgMmon boyMoabo.

ymzgmngg o006 8608369mm3bom 3d50LnLEHe MYLYONL
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nbhmmoymo 3o3dnMmgonm. obgzg AMoommamn 3o330b0od0
LMY dognom gadmngzg3gmo EodMY3nEIOMMOnby s MYLY-
00bgob godmymazab H9bgbEngdn. 83 dM3mybgdds mo30
nfhob3gb 3339 ,39MabHMM030L“ Bmgddo bmanm bLadgmms 3o3-
doMmab Eodmab 35993 MYLYMNL 89300396MMONELD gob-
3oL o B3I LobgmMBoyMydMoz JMMIYMYds® As-
dmysmndgdnb H9bwgbznab bobgy doomgb.

00M0go®, MyLgmob 3manohngnm gmodab 3o33zobnsdn
qbagnmmadmes bado doMomoEo s3MEsbnb googme:

- hAMoommgm 3o330L00L MYLgNL F9050a96MMdaTn
9960MAnbBgds
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- 39330b00%9 @oyMmbmobdom ggmadmenagngidgmo bymMmomab
xMmmM3nmMmgos sbem sdmbozmgmdn
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0. 9emEnbob M93x0d0b sMedMMgbombomaddo o HMmdoe-

Mo 3MEOmIRE0S 3MJH03IWMI© odmMnEbo3me adamMsb-
LgoM0 s gMbozmymon 3mannn30b Eog93030Ld O dMbMY-
™3g00L. QogdhmdMnzo, dobn ddsMm3zgmmdab dmgmon 39Mo-
mEob gobdozmmodsdn, ganEnbob Mg370838s 396M Asdmaysmndy
3MB3IBHYIMIYMI® ZoodMgdgmn o Mmdn gobgMmoma Lo-
3oMmagm dmmahogznb omghmnbs, ML dgggool dnbo do-
mobb3930 ©oy3obom 0gbo 3o330L00dn dndEnbomy 3MmEI-
D900b NBa3yMa dognoom 893039000©7. 9mEnbab M9303L oM
dogmydos 83 dm3m9onb nbosMmbob goggds s doman db3mg-
omodab gogmbhmmmgods. dgbododabo, gmEnbalb doszmm-
000 snMmAns Yzgmodg doMBHn30 ©o 88037 @MML yzgmadg Bo-
Mydsahndgmn gds - bodbgoMmm domnb godmygbgds. sdab dg-
©9390 Mybgmab 3manndnznb 3M0daLAS JMmbnzgmo bobne-
o0 doom ©o gadmobzns LadbgMmm adnMmnb3nmgos Agh-
69m30. 9L 3MBbBMNIH0 FoandoM®s bMYMISLAHOdNSE m-
3oy mddn MmMIgmdsg Mybgma BhgMmodmMoyma odeob
39ML3g9ghn3nb 6nbsdg ovyqbo.

0bommanyMo dmgdgadms gmEnbab Mg000 od09M-
39330000303. bagoMmm3zgmmL, bmdbgmabs s vBgMdsNE0b0L
030030m@ godmgzzgmom g3mm3yem mmngbhognsb gmEnbab
0003Mm0O00 ay3nmabidnms 93mbmdnsggma, 3mmohoiyMmo o
LodbgMmm domnbbdgze. 3obLogdyxmMgdymon ygMmomgods 99-
39m@s o0 MyL3xdMn390dn 3900330 BFoM3gPmn M9anmby-
00b bLg30MOhnBAL. 030L F9EIEE®, IMNSD YoMadomadn, sxbo-
290bs o 3b0630em3Tn 3maahngdyMo adodmods J30YMI-
Lo Bo06303s ©o LMYMASLAHVONSON bLodbgMmm 3Mb-
amodhob bobg donmm, Moboig dm3y3s 360d369mm3060 dEo-
dn0byMmo dbbggMm3ma o HhgMmnhmMoymo EobogzeMmagon.

9gm30bob dmozmmonb bLogeMmgm 3mmndniadg 3603369-
™mm3060 3go3mgbs ngmbno Mmv300 MYLbgMdn dndnboMmyg GoEs
©@abhMYJdogmads 3MmEqbgods, MmMIgmag 1990-0060 Bgdob
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0gmMmg BobgzoMmBn goo3zns 39M30bgbhym o ymazmab-
0madE39m 3M0d0bAn. 08 IM3mgbg0ds Tgofmyngb MyLgmab Lo-
bgmadbogmygdMmomdob bogydzmgon. MmydEs, sbgm sMbhodo-
oy 30Mmodg0d0E 30, 9mEnbob Mg3030b bobho bogoMmgm 3m-
ooh0gds 30330000b Fndomo oM T9E3moms S YMongmmdon-
Lamgon 3MA3MmMAnboL Fobombyze® oMabsnmn Badagn ofM o-
o3TYmo.

00 3MmEgLyddn dmozoMma Mmaa dgobmMyms gmEnbob
MmgmmE Yobemabn goMgamE30b obg3g DMBse MYLymab
3manongnmn gomohob 896¢homndg@Hds, MmTgmog sdMmommo
300mM0oEboge 9909M30330b00L EIMY30EIOMMOOL 3Mb-
398303L s gobobomozo dob MMaMME EMMYONM ©IZoM-
39 Mybgomob MggnmbL.

00330Mo, Mybgomab LogoMgm 3mmadnzod 3o330Lnsdn
1990-006 6@mgddn EosEabHYMe 0d3gMnymn bLobgmadbogm
HMmooinnb 39M3069bMmo d369ds, MMIgmMnE E3WIW0
MmAg0s bmEnomymo ggmmM3sEnab, bobymdbogmgdmogn Bym-
00bs s abmMmoyxmn g3mgab 33mamgdab donbgoaze.

As a result of the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia lost
its influence on the geopolitical space of Eurasia, which it had
controlled since the 16th century. In the Caucasus, Russia lost
the most important strategic region — Transcaucasia, which was
under its rule for almost two hundred years. Russia's influence
in the regions of the Black and Caspian Seas has significantly
decreased. Russia has lost significant hydrocarbon resources.
Control of global strategic communications - the world's shor-
test transport corridor between Europe and Asia — was also lost.
In the form of Transcaucasia, Russia has lost one of the pillars
of its influence on the processes of the Middle East.
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All this has significantly weakened Russia's influence in the
North Caucasus, which is closely connected with Transcaucasia
by cultural and historical ties. Also in the North Caucasus the
tendencies of independence and separation from Russia were
revealed with full force. These events manifested themselves al-
ready in the years of "perestroika", and after the collapse of the
Soviet Union, they took the form of a tendency to leave Russia
and form separate state entities.

Thus, the Russian political elite in the Caucasus needed to
solve three main tasks:

- Keeping the North Caucasus as part of Russia

- Restoration of geopolitical influence in Transcaucasia

- Formation of a geopolitical picture in the Middle East ba-
sed on the Caucasus

The unprofessionalism and total corruption of the Yeltsin
regime practically precluded balanced and reasonable policy
planning and execution. In fact, during the entire period of his
rule, Yeltsin's regime failed to formulate a conceptually under-
stood and time-bound foreign policy doctrine, as a result of
which his efforts were reduced to restraining the ongoing pro-
cesses in the Caucasus by physical force. Yeltsin's regime was
unable to understand the content of these events and control
their progress. Consequently, Yeltsin's government chose the
easiest and at the same time the most unsuccessful way - the
use of military force. As a result, the crisis of Russian politics
became chronic and led to a military conflict in Chechnya. This
conflict turned into a full-scale local war that put Russia on the
verge of territorial disintegration.

Yeltsin's regime acted similarly in Transcaucasia. Yeltsin's
government countered the clearly defined European orientation
of Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan with economic, political and
military efforts. Special attention was paid to the separatism of
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individual regions included in these republics. As a result, politi-
cal tensions in Nagorno-Karabakh, Abkhazia and Tskhinvali es-
calated to a full-scale military conflict, resulting in significant
human casualties and territorial losses.

The foreign policy of Yeltsin's government was significantly
influenced by the internal destructive processes taking place in
Russia itself, which in the second half of the 1990s turned into a
permanent and comprehensive crisis. These events shook the
foundations of Russian statehood. However, even in such un-
stable conditions, the rigid foreign policy of the Yeltsin regime
towards the Caucasus did not change, and no steps were taken
to reach a mutually acceptable compromise.

The main role in these processes was played by the menta-
lity of both Yeltsin's closest entourage and the Russian political
elite in general, which a priori excluded the concept of Transca-
ucasian independence and considered it as a temporarily lost
Russian region.

Thus, Russia's foreign policy in the Caucasus in the 1990s
confirmed the permanent nature of the imperial state tradition,
which remains unchanged despite changes in social formation,
state structure, and historical era.
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