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ON THE QUESTION OF ATTRIBUTION AND DATING OF THE
THREE SILVER BOWLS PRESERVED IN THE SAMTSKHE-
JAVAKHETI HISTORICAL MUSEUM"

Summary

Present paper deals with the question of attribution and dating of the three
silver bowls — one special sample group of toreutics — preserved in the
Samtskhe-Javakheti Historical Museum. In the exposition of the museum
artefacts are displayed with the following information: “Silver bowls.
Discovered in the ruins of Vani Caves, destroyed during the earthquake in 1283.
One of the artefacts is gilded. The Coat of Arms of the Bagrationi Royal
Dynasty — “the Coat of Arms of king Solomon” — is depicted on one bowl,
which indicates that bowls were a donation from the royal house to the church.
XII century”.

We argue that the dating of these artefacts is not correct and that they
belong to a completely different period, namely — to the Late Antiquity. It is
also possible that the cups belong to the special group of objects — so-called
Ibero-Sasanian artefacts. If our preliminary hypothesis is correct, a more
thorough study of the bowls is needed. In order to be sure in their identification,
it is crucial to carefully and thoroughly research all artefacts from the Late
Antiquity in Georgia. As we know, the cultural ties of the Georgian states with
the outside world in this period became particularly intense. During this period,
the influence of the cultures of the Ancient Rome and Sassanian Iran on
Georgia has been immense: as a result, the overall cultural picture in Georgia is
extremely complex and diverse.

"This research [grant number HE-21-1739] has been supported by Shota Rustaveli National
Science Foundation of Georgia (SRNSFG).
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Despite the fact that numerous artefacts of the Late Antiquity discovered
on the territory of Georgia have been the subject of scientific research for a long
time, based on the analysis of the artistic features of glyptic, jewelry or
toreutics, it is still possible to clarify certain problems or to evaluate them in a
new way. As a rule, their research is carried out in connection with a certain
archaeological complex (as it is in the case of the bowls in the Samtskhe-
Javakheti Historical Museum). Sometimes this might not lead us to a thorough
result. In certain cases, artistic analysis of a sample and studying its stylistic
features might give us more detailed information. In our opinion we are dealing
with such situation in the case of the three bowls of the Samtskhe-Javakheti
Historical Museum.
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