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9mbbyb6g0580 gabbomymaons bogdoMmmzgemmdn bsgombomyMn n9-
BHmMdob ymMmInMydab sMmgxmn ghodn. 39Mdm, ygMmomgods godab-
30mgoYmns gbogyMon, MIMNgnyMo ©s FIMAOIMYMo BsghmMgonb
IMmM09M3nToMmgoob bLagombdg dJommygmo bBogombsmymo nqb-
Hmoob gobbodmzMmab 3MmEqbdn. bLodoMmmzgmmmdn, 09-19 bLoyznbob
0gmmg Bobgzamadn sgbHyomndgogmn gmboznmon, MgmngngMo s -
HIMYmo 0gbhMOgdaL gobbodmamob 3MmEgbdn ©ob3mxbons PoMS3-
Mabo @m3mxbomMgdymn nym 890wI3 300b3g00g: 306 30Mmo Ag9b,
Jofmm39mgo0? 306 sMnsb bb3zgdn? MMIgmn GoghmmMmgodn/BoM3gMgodn
3960L0dM3M5396 B0xb5L A396LS S o0 IMMNL? 306 O MOL bogzydzgmdn
3600 0ymb 30Abgymo, Mmgmmz A39600060 o bbgs?

0©gbhmdalb 3mbbHMmynmgds 3Ma3dmgdbymn 3MmEgbns. bagoMmo-
39mmb  dgdmbgzg3zedn gb 3MmEgLbo 303 IRMM  3MMoOMydyMon
0ym J394y60b gmbogyMo o Momogogmo dMozomxygmm3bgdnlb s,
306Ld3xMydnm, Jommymn gmbozgMmn 3391300 MgmngonMmn dMozom-
®9MmM369000 godm. 38335M3, 5M33MNMIdENEIOJMN JoMm3gmgdnl
BognmbomyMmo  B037m369050mmods  gobboggomgdom  sgdHyomymMmn
boagnmbo aym. goMm@o Jommzgan dybendgdnl, 3oomamnzggdaobs ©o
3M0amMmnabgmgdobs, Jommzgmo 90Megmgdob Lognmbog sgboyMo
3obbomgnb Logobn oym. o3 3mbhHgdbHdn Mamngnab 3603369mMmMOY
Bognmbomymo n@gbdHmdnb gabbedm3zMadn bomym gabms. bobsEzmme,
yumomgods gsdsbzomms LogMom obHmMoym odmEENmgobs ©o
3IMOIMID BoJHMMIOBY (969, Bab-A3gngdg00, HMIENYON).

33930 9YMbmos 89-19-20 LBY3Y69500L 0xbab FMZ0MBYMM36
LSgedgIM 390035330900, MOEEeb 03 3g9MomMENbamM3nL Zedgmn sbe-
bogmo oMy dbmmme 0bhomgdhgomos M30MMabyE30L, 9MBgE
BoMmIMofgbo LOBMBIEMYOsdn 8T33300MYdYM dgbyEYmMgdgdLy @
h96©9630900L.

The paper deals with the identity formation process in Georgia in its
early stage and focuses on the interrelation of the ethnic, religious and
cultural factors in the definition of Georgian national identity. From the
second half of the 19th century, similarly to the other imperial spaces, the
problem of definition of ethnic, religious and cultural identities actualized
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in Georgia. The main goal of the discussions was to find answers to the fol-
lowing questions: who are We - Georgians? Who are the Others? What are
the markers which determine the borderline between Us and Them? Who
and on what basis should one be included or excluded? The formation of
identity is a complex process. In the case of Georgia, the issue was even
problematic due to the ethnic and religious diversity of the country and,
moreover, because of a religious multiplicity of the Georgian ethnic group
in itself. Thus, the issue of national belonging of the non-Orthodox Geor-
gians — Georgian Catholics, Gregorians and Muslims actualized. Alongside
these groups, the identity of the Georgian Jews came to the forefront as
well. In this context, the decisive role of religion in defining national iden-
tity was questioned during intense debates, while the importance of the
common historical experience and cultural factors like language, customs
and traditions were underlined. The research is based on the analysis of
various Georgian language press materials. A newspaper is an interesting
source itself as it reflects not only on the ideas and positions of intellectu-
als but highlights the public opinion and tendencies of that period as well.
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