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The collection consists of two parts. The first part includes: articles about Andria Benashvili's life and
work, memories on him and information about the exhibition organized at Tbilisi State University.

The second part of the collection includes the scientific works documenting the appropriateness of crea-
tion complex national and reference atlases; also the geographical-cartographic analysis of territorial be-
longing of Davit Gareja section of the state border of Georgia is given; the analytical relation between general
cloudiness and anomalies of the surface atmospheric temperature is identified according to the territories with
different climatic regimes of Georgia; climate regime of various types of soils of Achara is represented; the bio-
geographical characterization of Acipenseridae preserved in the zoological collections of the Georgian Natio-
nal Museum is given. Part of the works deals with some of the theoretical issues of landscape studies and re-
view of the main natural-geographical factors of the nature management of Zemo Imereti. Environmental
issues are highlighted: mistakes made in the Black Sea coastal protection activities are justified and innovative
methods of their improvement are proposed; problems of avalanche hazards in a number of regions are repre-
sented; also, the results of the speleological studies of the deepest karst abysses on the limestone massifs of Bzi-
pi and Arabika are discussed, as well as the issues of complex research of Georgia's speleo-tourism potential; is
analyzed the modern demographic problems of the population of our country. Some works in the collection
deal with the studying toponyms of Georgia.

The Editorial Board is not responsible for the opinions and conclusions in the articles.
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Mapping of the Regions of Georgia: Concept and Methodology
Summary

Atlas cartography is one of the branches of cartography with complex, sectoral and
regional directions. Significant political and geographical location of Georgia in the South
Caucasus and existing experience in complex national and reference atlases makes it favo-
rable to develop regional and sectoral mapping.

Regional atlases of Georgia will be drawn up as a series with the same layout, fine tools
and design. The subject of the atlases will be based on a systematic approach to nature, popu-
lation, economics and non-manufacturing domains. The atlases will have a common style:
dominant - main map, additional - secondary map, text, diagram and photo.

The main strategy in developing useful scientific products should be based on the inte-
rest and support of the government, especially the Ministry of Regional Development and
Infrastructure. The next step should be to establish contact with the regional administration
for a joint review of the atlas themes.

The main stages of working on atlases will be as follows:

- Data collection

- Creation of the electronic layouts of the atlas.

- Developing the standards.

- Preparing basic maps from large to small scales.

- Drawing maps, graphics and tables

- Proofs of each page.

The software ArcGIS will be used for mapping, but the final design of the maps and
pages will be accomplished in the Adobe Illustrator, compatible with the publishing software
Adobe InDesign. Atlas will include abbreviations and bibliography.

Development of electronic version of atlases could be considered as the next step in this
work.
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