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The collection begins with a paper that describes the life and activities of the Geographical Society of Georgia in
the fiery era of political repressions in the 30-s of the XX century, the conflict between the academic and adminis-
trative staff of the society, and human relations full of drama, which have not been publicized to this day. Part of the
articles is devoted to the issues of geography of soils: the results of field studies conducted by the methods of mor-
phological-genesis characteristics of soils in the territories of different municipalities of Adjara; as well as the pecu-
liarities of the soils of the Central Great Caucasus (on Khevi example). In several articles, the ecological problems of
the environment are brought to the fore: the causes and consequences of the abrasive of the Black Sea shores; as a
result of the creation water reservoirs on Chorokhi river, due to the reduction of sediment in the Batumi seashore,
the expected complete abrasive collapse of the beach strip; as well as the dangers created by flash floods arising as a
result of dam breaks related to river crossings in the mountainous regions of Georgia; the method of regulation of
created problems is discussed. The work of the scientists of the National Museum of Georgia is an attempt to study
and systematize the collections of squirrels (Sciurus), kept in the mammal fund of the Zoological Department. The
articles included in the collection are also devoted to issues of public geography: the role of geographical environ-
ment in ethnogenesis and ethnic history; urbanization and ecological problems of Tbilisi. Toponyms of Georgia are
interestingly seen in the works of linguists; as a result of linguistic and philological analysis, certain rules are
proposed for the correct translation of Latin phytonyms with geographical names used as epithets into Georgian.

The Editorial Board is not responsible for the opinions and conclusions in the articles.
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Sopio Gorgijanidze, Gocha Jincharadze
Geography of flash floods and ways to avoid them

Summary

In the era of the modern scientific and technical revolution, there is a noticeable

increase in the frequency of catastrophic natural events. A significant concentration of these
occurrences is observed in the mountainous regions of Georgia. Among these, flash floods
stemming from dam breaks associated with river embankments stand out. These events have

72



far-reaching consequences, adversely affecting the surrounding areas, population, and agri-
cultural activities. Numerous instances of such events exist both in historical records and in
the contemporary period. Consequently, an imperative arises to delve into the mechanisms
behind their occurrence and the subsequent breakthrough processes. The objective of such a
study is to proactively avert anticipated disasters. Protective measures have been devised to
enable the timely prevention of flooding. The developed methodology delineates parameters
governing damming during potential encroachments, the duration of lake filling, the
likelihood of breakthrough, the extent of its propagation in the event of a flood, and the
alteration of levels in the direction of the valley. These morphometric parameters serve as
the foundational elements for devising modern strategies and recommendations for flood
mitigation.
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