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25. 0ol MH50mbol Lmgger mEoddo s0dmBbEs 3MbLEL6EH0bg X
©¥)39L 5 oo F9MMEg, 9300305l L3ogbdol dmbgds.

26. 09439 33050 GMISBMDB IV-ob (1067-1071 §f.) gemerobo.

27. 1983 {gaob bemgger erobbdo, G bom369900L Lolsberol 3md3egd-
Lol 350bM9d0L GO, MObOL 3MFMddo 50IMBBES JsOmmEro 39MEbO-
Lo @5 30DBEGH0MOO O™l IMbyEd0L 296d0. d0DBIBEGHOMOO dmMbgEgdo
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05600905, XII Bo3mbol dobos XgMXIOMD0M 9 IBOJBOMGdIMO
56 56H0U.

38




X3RO Jo6meo LogzMgo@m goero (XII bovyzmby-XIII Lormzmbols mEosbo
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27. 1925 {9l bmgg. sendo (bsdemol H50mbo) s0dmbbos 396 3b-
ol dmbg@gdols 4s6do, MHmIgwoa 471 3963bwol dmbg@sl dgoaegl. ob
3905 BoAMb K960l LobgEMBdOL Lods®mzgwml dbgmddo. asbdo
9900905 99900930 IMbyE9doLRs: 1. 204 3. MmJOML MOOMBO, 2. X IWSO-
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(3ox®. 820-867 {().=1417-1462 }f).) 30560390 ™d0L 39Gr0Mm©L. gobdols 46
dmbgBosb 44 dmFMowos Jgdsbosdo, 2 - dsdmdo. 8mbg3gdby
dmmog3LgdEo  MIMOMOL  dobgz0m, 2obdol  hsdstbgs  1426-1427
fagdol 990099 9O0L LogsMOYEOM.

3. 1951 ool 999mymdsbg bmg. 0sdsModgbdo (bobzswols M-60)
d9dobggzom  03m39L  mobol  3mFmdo  39GEberol  dmbyEgdom.
3033gdbo 33m3gb69wgdds 9MTsbgml Im®mOL s0bsfowqls. 3bobgswols
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oLEMOH0ME-gNbMaMoxomw dbgmddo 53 296doEd dmdobstrg 37
dmbgBos O30, beem Bods®mzgurml gem3bome d/bgmddo — 8 (3.
NeNe11414, 12140-12146). g56d0l d9850099bcmdsdo dgdsgscro 3ogrgbdol
960 dmbgBo dmFMowos Logodmggeml dggol sgom VIII-ob (1293-
1311 §%.) Uobgmoom. @06dol 44 Bo®3zs6wmwo msbys 80931036900
35c0sd I-0l g3mgol. 3ma3egdbo BsdsGbmo Mbos ogmls 1462-
1463 §e0gdob 99009y 0963900 doe05b 2933900005 s BIMIRbIbYdO
GMOO© 030mbgds. 18  9abgd3ers®mo  Fgodengds  dgdobosdo  ogml
A FHoo.

4. 1928 §gooll bLmg. OoEbLMO®bIo (©Mdgmol ®-60) 50IMBBS
oobol  Jmmsbo  39Mberols  dmbg@gdoom. 93y 39bmdmgl  gobdols
50dmBgboL sOE 099 0y BYLEO 3MMOPObIBHIOO0 53l FoPOMYOMEO
5M3 39bdol J9sagbermdsdo d9ds35¢00 ImbgEgdol BMLGHO Gogbzo
593L  olobgErgdyemo: « . . . okomo 68 TeHer Hawanmo XV B. . . .»
Lobsd30w9d0, gobdo FgoEegl 66 JoM356v) ™Mbl s 20 JsGrowmen
dmbgBol (9l Moisbzo 932, 35bmdmgzL LHmOs© 993l osxodlocmgdIO).
doMm356mmo  mabgagdo  F093mm3bgds  3sgroErmewsd  I-ol  bobob,
HMIJy90 Y39 sy 23096090l gdobool {geros 3oxe. 834 (=1430-
1431 §%.). obobo dmFHoos 993550530, dogmls @S sMYdI6ET0. Boasa
3063560 dmbg@gdol dobgozom 45bdol IBWMdOL MIMOPL 396
©350396m. gl Lsgombo  FoEOM® OOl 393006 GdMO
09300Lodmbobmgdosbo  sbmbodmEmo  Johomeo  dmbg@gdol
5GHM03Y305Lmb, OMIgwms 9dobos, BogsMIMEME, LSIEFLOL 50SdYL
y356y356m9L 809h9M9gds. gobdol Bsdsmbzol bobs XV Lowmzmbols dgmg
Bobgzo60 Mbs 308 olbImm.

5. 1971 gl bsdmeHolb ®-6ol bmg. sedo, gmdosdb (JsGroreo)
LoBbgMologgb (0d9Gmgmo) d0dogoeo qbol dmbs3z900L  Losbermgzgl,
3965630  3domdol OML, Tgdmbzgz00 SIMPBs ®mobol  3MmFmdo
39603bol ImbyEgd0m. 256do 250x356@s. 55 3oero bsdmMol dxbgmddo
393009, beargnm 4 — bmg. Jnemgomob (LsBbgMgl M-6o) Lol gmenm dmHgmddo.
396do 8903393L 35e0EEs3 I-0l EMMOL S6MbodMEH Mobygdl, 6 3owo,
5 B 05O (3ox 6. 867-906 {)f). =1462-1500 §F.) P30 ImbyEqdL
- 53 3oeo. 356dol 4z9wsbg sMgMo dmbg@s dmFHowos 3oxe. 834
ol (=1430-1431 §F.), 3305690 — 3ox 6. 898 (gl (=1492-1493 (§.).
396do, OHmameE BbL, BFsMBMos XV 139960l ©ololemwemls. serols
396dol dmbgBHgdo 25333900005, FBMEME DBMYPoIOHD (35¢0Bg 0300bgds
DoGox3bsbols Lobgero — 8gdsbos.

506005, bgdmm  dmblgbogdmewo  gobdgdol  Jgdspgbermdols
565¢0B0 LOIE MREIGOIL 435093l 3513365, MMA XV Lovy3mbols

173




dogen Loa™Mdgby 50dMbogEgo Logdodongguomls LsIMbBgBH™
BO6M3M530500 36935 0MYOME0 SEYOEO F0MZ6M 35baqdL 93939,
O™ JoOnme §ysmmgddo dmblighogdreo mebygdol 390 30w mdEs©

50 9399460l dmbgEgd0s Bogs®smag0.
3905 FoM356mmo  mabygdols, XV Lowmzmbol  JoGoreno

LodMgdol  dobgzom, 3969300 ©3BHJOOL  293MEIEYOS
LogoMmM39emdo 30MdI0 BodBEos. HIMHOEMdOMO (36MmdJIOL QoMS,
5950 5354 BHMOM030 Folognog SLEHVIMGOU.

1974 $9aol argboy®sl bgmdsdo (sbogrgm®l s dgx3molbgal 949s)
S0dmBgboe  XVI Lo3mbol  mbdsenr)®  smbgdl s 396930960
©9935390L MOl XV bsm3mbols Lsdo 3969300900 mdOHML dmbgdog oym,
A FH0oo 999920 ©M:1900L Bobgom: gemsbbglizm i3mlizsmo (1423-1457
09.), 35L3momg dogn3ogem (1457-1462 (f).) @5 JOOLEHMBMOM InOM
(1462-1471 §%.). 9b BMEgdo, FgLoderms, LodsGM3gErmdo 0FSCOMMO
L539FOM B3JBHMM0JO0ID — 35535 S F9bs — FgdmEoMms.

39M©s  530ly,  LOMWOoSE  MEO3MS, M®md XV bomzmbgdo
GOM3M305L 25653MAMAL, 45BLS3MPMGO0m 0b6EJHLOWMESE WILOIZE G
Logo®mngzgermdo, 30035bgmwo mgm®0o, M3 ILEHWMEIOS BoJEHMIM030
AsbdEO.

30mO0 VIII-ob d9umdol dmeom {femgddo ©s dogcod VI-ob
dom3mdol  @OML  LodEbg-Losmodogmdo, Tglboderms, dob  FoMAWOL
39MgMO3, MMM BbL, d00mod3930 MMTbMHO BMwo, GMYMOS
RO (9.0. @OML ImbyEHqd0), g3 MJPOOE. MMbMEO, (3bowos,
MbdoermOL  60dbogl.  LojdoOomzgwrmdo  mbdseryGo  dmbg@gdol
3930EIIO0L  BJAL,  YM3Iw3dO0 9330 33MYTY,  SALAHYOIRL
0bsg 0ob, OMI XV Lom3mbol dgmeg bsbgzmol JoGomven dmbg@gdl
MbdsgrmMo  693doBdo@ozolb  dwogmo  gogwgbs  9dBbg3s.  585%g
d0momadL 53MJM39 3MMOL S AbSL 2o6dgd0L Fgdoaqbrrmds, Loss
b3S MO0 3MbgEHJOOL 3065359930l oM MMHOQ0bsgdog MMg30s.

XVI bosm3zambolb v3bmdo gwyero
Bsgormn39mm@sb

XVI B599360L Logo®rmggenmdo Lsdmbg@m dodmdigzol doeosbo
LSOl 5LOYIBIP 9930 9dgE0s b FMBYEIMS 5©0TMPBIBYdOL
OO HYgLEHOOL J9ygbs. I30(ymom MmgH™ML Jmbg@oms s0dmbPgbgdols
AM3MYMORB000):

1. 1949 gl Lemg. xmOx05830do  (00gmMofigsOml  »-bo)
500mBby 003353 I-ol  (1524-1576 (f).) 93mdol  bobgzs658GMgx30
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©IMNMH0YOMo 30x6M. 941 Harwom (=1534-1535 §F.).

2. 1947 Ggaob 8. @gbMol bgmdsdo (9. 9333M0L docm3Ebgbs
096535000, 35L30L M-60) 50IMBBES gobdo, GMmIgeog 23 mgdHml ImbgEsl
990(393009. 9996 13 39693060 M35 09, 8 — MLTSEMMO 5o
MO0 0056Mmo  bsbgz56m59Mm9n0. 39693000 ©M39BHYO0  FMIFMOE0s
09000930 ©™3gd0L  Lobgwom: BMbBglzm gmbzs®o (1423-1457 §F.),
3ob3mong dogndoghm (1457-1462 ()f.), JOobGHMBMEOM dmMm (1462-1471
09.); 990 3953990l dgbobgd B396 339 3P0 Lomsbsm S0,
OmEgbsg XV 153760l Lodo®mzgewml  6m8obdo@ozol  Lsgzombgdl
30bos30m; sbmgs aMo@o (1523-1539 §f.), 309¢6™ sbom (1539-
1545 §.). 9000996900 mbdsengomols Lmembol, bwyergodsb I-ob (1520-1566
00.) Lobgl 5BHsMgOL (8 (39¢00), b3bHg35M5IMRgd0 30 — Lbgxrosbo odol
05303563 [-0b, MMM 3ox6. 953 fewom (=1546-1547 §F.) oo
955 fjeroon (=1548-1549 §f.).

5060350, WgbMMmsL gobdo XVI Lowmzmbols 50-60-056 §argddos
Bo3sMbwmo.

3. 1932 {geb 50960l ®-bol Lmg. gl dzgwo 30bols
656939030 03mgqL XVI-XVII Lsrm3mbggdol dmbg@gdol gobdo, Gmderols
09095003960Md580 500mBbs 28 396baol Mo s dmeoe III-ol
(1574-1595 {i§).) 9600 Moo seromybo.

4. s5bmgdom 1970 gl Izbgmol ®-6ols bmg. bgzmedmesdo
030396 LBgerod I-ob (1512-1520 f.) Lsbgwoo dmFOHoo sermwbo,
IMMH0YdMo 3ox6M. 918 Harwom (=1512-1513 §F.).

5. 1920-056 {engddo amcol ®-6ol Lemg. 539gbol dosdmgddo
50dmBgbos MMl dmbg@gdol gobdo. 3s6dol ImbgEgdo bsfoer-bsfor
399940@05m.  LogoMmzguml  Lobgerdfonm  dmbgmddo 53  gobdosb
Ubgoobbgs O™ mMo  3mesbom®mo  ©M3sGH0  d90mz30s (3R
NeNe10515, 11071). 96o-9600 domgobo g3dobensbools 3Gmgzobzools 1588
ol m353)09, Agmmg — 1646 (gl ImFOHowo.

9 Goboo Fsbows 3bsymaxl, MH®A LodsG®mzgewmdo L3sGLwMEO
Md6Oml 3mbgBHgoo 56 0585dMmdEs Mro0dg 360336900M356 MM, gl 6O
5MHOL 2515330600, 30650096 M3000 0MBT0 MIHML BMbgEgdol gdolios o6
5BH9M90©s M9 boslosdl s LogeFOHm  dMHb3sdo MmO
BoOOME0 56 0gm. 63 999bgds 3969306 ©35390L s Mbdsen)H
Smbgdl, Tomo  F0MIMEs30s  LodoMmzggwmdo 933l 96 Mbgs
0fi30309L. 9336539,  WOFIOGHMMSTo  godmmJdmos  JgIIRO
AmbsBEMYOS: J0bgszs@ 0dobsy, MMA XV bym3960©s6, ™mLswrgmol
3MmILOOL  493M, 0FIWONO 1535FOM  BogBHMM0GOMIb  93mbmdozM©o
MOMO0JOHMMOS 4905, 396930900 0353900 Lodsermgzgwrmdo ds0bg
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399m0b, mOmb Lbgs aBom, Mgl s 0MIBOL gogwroom.

390053003500  Logdo®m3zgwmdo  smdmbgboer  XVI  Lywmzmbols
W3bmMO 39603beol Imby@gdbY: 35@sMs X0bsodol, STIMMEISMMOU,
Mool o 3sL3MOGM  ImbyEgdol Tgbobgd B396 339 3hgHOom
(G003 @o@gMeGMsdos  s0bodbmwo,  mMo  3s65b3bgero,
99L5d9d9E0s, STIOMEsMMOL 3nI3gJuol bofforo ogmls). Bomoos,
Dma09emo  gobdo  XVII  Lom3zmbgdos  Bsds@bumeoo, dsy®msd  doom
09095003960 M3580 0O MoMmEqbmdom ol ms3dslid I-ob (1524-1576
09.) 08mbg®Hodol  0d0@sE0gd0 s, BbL, ™300  MOOYObsgdOs.
DmMQ09gOhmMo  3odg ®. JMogwosd Dboggdol  BsMogbsbol  Labgwro
50m030mbs. 93 456d9d0lL 8985096 MdOL  sbserobol  Loggdzgw By
990dgds  ©o39L3360m, @A XVI Lomzmbol dwms bobgdol 899wy,
OMaMOE  503mbsgwgm, 0ol oLZ3EGm  LoJoMM3gml  BoMYE9ddo,
L3OO dmbgEgdol (30639Ws3E0sL 06GHIBLOWMEO bollosmo 5g3lb. olog
Mbs 500608bML, MM Bods@mzgurmdo 53 M35lLsbOHolbom 5063 o
dsobg  boggdol  BoMogbobsdo dnFOHo dmbgBgdl  9393d
369350MJdM0  5©AO0wo.  olbobo  dodmogdagzs  Lmdbgmls @
3HgMd50x 9630, M3 IMHomdL o F033W Mo SFBHIMSZLOLS
d5bdBobL 456d900.

30305000 Bbgs 50dmBgbgdL.

©30039wl  gym3zwwoby, LsFoMHMs IZ3LOWWM® Lorgdsdo XVI
1593mBol L3OO dMbgEHYool Tglobgd. doms B39b dogH dmyzsbowro
dsboEols, Lodo®M3z9wMmb Bbgoslbgs 3Mmbgdo Badmzbos ms3dsL3 I-ob
9ONIMwo  3owgdo InFHowo bbgzssbbgs BoMsgbsbsdo, BogMsd gL
30M0b303ws 9O 3300l LsgMmm  LyEsml. sdoBHmd  dso 96
Bodmz3m3w0m.

mbdsenMo dmbg@gdo.

1. 1952 Hgeob dmGxmdol M-bob Lme. sboersdoL JobErmMdEs,
333300L  BoMrx39b6s Bs3oMHBY, WOl s8gMJgdol OML  5BMBbE.
bgerod I-ol (1512-1520 §f).) mobo sbBs.

2. 353965 x0bs0dol gobddo ogm 4 mbIdsgrmeo sbBs, dmFMowo
Lgerod II-ob (1566-1574 §f).) s dmes III-0ob (1574-1595 {)f).) Lobgwoo.

3. 1945 {9l mBYGygool M-bob bLme. wobsm®do s©0dMsbobgls
39603bol gmwol 49bdo, MHmIgwog dgo3sgzs XVI-XVII bsrm3zmbggdol
SLomg MbASEME  SHBSL, bRl slBg dg@ B0bsdsdl s ™mEedwY
bbgoolbgs Bmdol BoOmRoEL. Lsdfrbsdmo, M3bmdos XVI bomzmbols
9mb939d0l Mm@ gbmds.

4. 1895 (gl  Jmoooldo  smdmBgbosoy  gobdo,  G@Iol
0905003960md5d0 XVI-XVII UBo3mb9ggdol mbdscry®o s oMsbmeo
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3mb93900 ymxzows 1s3dmgMHoo, s3Mgm3zg — GMs30DMmbol BMwgdog,
byen 500 (3o¢00.

5. 1903 {9l Leabmdol merddo, mEHMO50900L LologErsMDBY, bbgs
6030090056 9O, 03m39L XV bym3960l xmPo®o, XVI Lsw3mbol
mbdoErMo s XVI bom3mbols g9 Ebaromo qidsbwmemo dmbgdgdo.

dombgogo 0dols, 6MHmd, ghomo dgbggzom, XVI Lomzmbols
mbdsErm®o dmbgBHgdol sdmbgbols 99dmbz93900 oMMl J30Mgs, F500
305bEMmgd0mo  MHOMmEIbMds3 30 96O 3030, MbAserMo 39O Eberol
ROl BoOOM G050 LyJoMm3germdo  LOWWOSE  YIOOZMS.
Y39wox3gml ®md 0530 ©s35690mm, 3ol 306H30MH0 OILEVIMYISS
om0 00035309008 OO  Mm3MIbMdom  3Mb3EIbEGHMSE0s  gobdgddo.
069360305, 0b65d5d9d0L 9dolosl Fob ™mMmoyobsegdol 0bEgblordo
BO6M3MW5(300 MdMMEs. Bb3s 999mmbg93500, 30650530 96 M0 FMHJOMS.

39053003500  XVI  Lomzmbol  930m3mero  dmbg@gdols
Bodmbomzoeby:

1. 1940 §gool  dmyasbmazzol  (bobm{idobools) ®-bol  Lmg
H0mbmg3oLmsb 03m39L RM563mbosdo 3m3963megMbos
LG MDYPMGOOL (3506E-36LdIbO) T9M3YMOG 5¢dIOEGHOL 1549 gl
96563960l DoGogbsbsdo dmFMmowo Gowgdmo.

2. 1959 {9l 435000l H-630 3sGM0ML 35609M0L 583900J9d0l
©@OML 50dMBbE 93MMm3mwo Imby@gdol dobdo, G®mdgwos 33m3bgwrgdds
5065 ogls. mgEegols Ibs®mgmIEmbgmdomds 3/ bgmadds dmobgMbo
dbmem© 9 dmbgBol 99dgbs. 256dol aootmBgbowo bsforo Fgagds
60gMEsbgdol o9 IMgdol s  Bgbgomol, Do EdMMAol o
Logbmbool  EoErgMgdoligeb. 49bdol osmbgbowwo sMgmeo dmbgds
03396M5@ M6 Jsben V- (1519-1555 §f).) 9399360L, bemerm g39wsby
330560, GMmIgeog 1572 (gl 6oL dmFMowo — bodumbools 396 i3my
53395 AU. 256d0l B33 1572 9By s0Mg 56 bos dmdbsmoygm.

3. 1953 {ierol 0360ldo sbo®rsdgdo (09bs8gM™Mgg MmBMGHYgmO),
1505333 Lobeol  BHIMHOBHMOM05Hg Lsggwo 65339000l ©s3)d539d0L
©OML, 03m39L  b3owgbdol  FMOFgdo BogMogro 414 396 Ebarols
936MMm37wo Imbg@s, Loghmm fmbom — 8,5 39. 9J9sb Lods@omggarmls
Lobgardfiogzm  dbgmalb  a5sg3s 270 (39000, bmerm  mBYGHygmol
dbs6gI3mbgmdom d1bgmal — 144. g56do Ggobffogams s godmogzgybs
6. Jgdomewsdgd. blgbgdmeo 3m33wgdbo d9dsagbermdols dbMog Lod
Bofows 0gmgs. ol Ggpqds 93LEGHMOMMO, 0G0 ©s Ju3s6MGO
dmbgBgdoligeb.  aobdol  439asBg  s@OgMwo  Imbgds,  9mHE3gMEMY
19MH©0bsbol  GHowgmo, 1564-1595 (ergddos dmFGowo, bmem
Y39wsby 3305690, gowosdg IV-ol 3gbm — 1628 {gwb. a3056qwo
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dmbgBol dobgzom, as6do XVII Lomzmbols 20-0s60 {iemgdol 890gy
Mbs BgBsMbm. 58 gobdol Tglobgd sfizMowmgdom XVII Lowm3mbols
b0l 5BboEIZ0L EMML 30LsBdMdM. 505505, B39bmM30L ol sGOL
LoobEgOGM, vy XVI Lomzmbol Msdgbo dmbgds Tgool  dol
09950039600 3580. 390mm Fomdm©a9b0w0s dsmo Loas:

5) HoMMOL LogMOxM, 35egl BoMVGbIbs — 6, gbloL3sodol — 1.
Gd9M0. 96339M03M0 B9MH0bsbo (1564-1595 ()f).) — 7 owo.

0) 3969300l MHgL3MBW035, MO 35B3w99eg Bogmbos (1585-1595
09.): 3963bo. MmMOMM ©MISGHM.

3) 9L3sbgMO s Folo 3MEMbogdo 5d96M035d0. gowodqg II (1556-
1598 §§).) — 2 goewo.

5360350, MHBMOHRINOL 2sbdol 993500396 mdsdo X VI bomzmbols
10 8mbg@o 890l. 099939, (3bo0s, odMmMmOEbrEo 56 6oL, GMmd olobo
XVII b5 3b0l Asbogoliorsh gems d99m300s Bods®romggermdo.

4. XX Lomzmbol 50-056 fagddo  Goomgafiystrmls
(9MxwOoLHYsOHML) M-6ol bmg J390m Jgdo 03m39L 9OE39OEMY
139M©0bs6OL 1575 farol Gowg®o.

5. 1965 {ganl Lodomromgzgwmlb Labgedfogm d/bgmddo d90mgz0s
XVI b5m360L  @sbslitrmeol o XVII bymz«mbols @sbsfyolols meo
30obow®mo 939685 YMo (39M3HW0, MYmoMorm).

6. 1932 fioeb 90960l M-bol bmg. Mgl dzgero 3obols bsby-
6939030 50dmPbs XVI-XVII bsm3mb9gg00l dmbg@gdol gobdo, Gmderols
09095003960 M3580 9900m©s 28 3903l s 1 mddml dmbg@s. mddml
dmbg@o dmMoq III-ob (1574-1595 §f.) sermwybos, sbs@bgbo dmbgy@gdo
30 9300M30s. gb bofoero Ggagds: 53G0I s MBAGWWO Gowng-
900L96, 36O 5MH9BPLPISWPIMHIOOL, MOV IMYIOU,
3bBH963306303900L59456 s Gu3sbmMmo 39bMmgdoligsb.

QL 3o6dol  g39wsaby SO dmbgBhs,  9OE3IOEMY
19MH0bsBOL  Bowgmo, 1564-1595 (argddos dmFMowo, g3056gwo,
gowodg III-ob 3gbm — 1598-1621 {iewgddo. 56dol Bsdsdbgs XVII
159939960l 20-056 HergdBg s 56 Mbs IMIbEIGOYM.

Mgl 356dol 993sagbermdsdo XVI ULow3mbol Lodo dmbgds
dgoob: glgbos, 1-2. 9633903Mmy BIM0BBPOL Mmsowm Gowgco,
G0OMEobL BogMoxm, 3sergl Do®ogbobs s 3. MbaMgmo, 0839MHoEHMM
Omomerg  II-ob  (1576-1612 §f.) 1594 (gl dmFMowo  Gowgdo,
36936030l DoGrogbsbs.

7. 1965 §garl Lodomromzgwmlb Labgedfogm d/bgmddo d90mgz0@s
39bgmdo Bs3m3zbo boYMHWIBOMMO L9 IMO S MBAMMEO GoEgMO:
1. Boghwsbgdo gudsbgmol  IREMdYEMdOL OML, BMEHRIBOL
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Log®oxM, 4Msx30 30¢39ed III dgMagwo (+1586 (gwo); 2. »bydgoo,
033965¢ ™6  OMomwg  II-olb  @Gowmgho, ImFGowo 30936030l
Do®oggbobsdo 1591 gero

8. 1903 9wl goemol 6-bol Lm. MmEHMB05L LELOREEsMBY 03Mm39L
39603bol 3mbggdol 3sbdo, Losg XV Lor3mbol xmbom® s XVI
bo)3960L  MbBse®H  sbRYdMIb  ghmo XVI Lowzmbol  gldsbmeo
dmbyGH9d03 89oms.

9. 1955 {9l mPBsdho®ol M-bols Lmg. MOHMsdo sdmhbos XVI-
XVII by 369930l qldsbmMo 3glmgdo.

B396 339 3hgM©om, HMI Lods@mggwrmdo sedmbgbogro XVI
bo3Mmbols  93MM3MEo  dmbgBHgdol  boffowro, glodwrgdgwros, XVII
b59939969d05 gm0, 5650, B0bgEo350 5d0bY, 56 Tgodegds 9330l
94390 ©535949bmm om0 30M3MEs30s XVI Lom3zmbols LodsGmzgwmdo. 6.
J90m@sdols  sliggbom, ,Lodemmggrmdo  Gowgdyero  dmbg@Egdol
2930390900l MoMoEs® XVI Lovy3mbol w95 Fergdo mbos dogobbomm®.
39Ms 5doby, bligbgdemo dgabogMo 0dsbog 3969 MdL, GMd Bz96do
Aowghrmeo  dmbgBgoo,  doMomos©,  ds0bg  0Msbob o
mbdSEgmMoEb  JgdmEomes. gl J399bgdo  dFoBmE  0oym
05393006900 B5353MM-93mbMI03MNOHO  MOMOIOHMHMOOm  §3MM30l
Lobgd[oxzmgdmsb s GHowgmmwo dmbg@gdol bggdomo {mbs oo
LodMbYE ™M BsBsOBg 36033693560 0gym.

0099 8939%599000 439woz39Ml, Mog Bgdmo 0mdzs, 8999 LrIMSML
9030090m: XVI bym3mbgdo Jo@omggwo 999139900 Lo3mmsmo Labgwoom
SBmM30909096  LsdmbgBHm  Mgaoosl — sgom X (1505-1525 §F.)
JoOmedo, qomMao II 0dgMom gz (1565-1585 {jf).) s, Tgbodergdgeros,
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Group

Georgian-Byzantine coins

Type David III Kuropalates’ coins with the depiction of cross potent

Description, Silver.

picture The weight of half drama (?) — 2,1 gr. For miliaresion/drama the weights
range from 3,05 to 3,5 gr.
d=22,9 mm. for half drama (?), d=23/24 mm. for miliaresion/drama.
Obverse: Georgian legend (abbreviation everywhere) — +"14"/0G “Christ,
forgive David”.
Reverse: Cross potent on the four steps and Georgian legend — QUPI
“Kurapalati”.

Mint Oltisi.

Nominal Half drama (?), miliaresion/drama.

Date 979.

Collection Berlin Museum — 1 sample, Hermitage — 1 sample, Staatliches Museum

Schwerin — 1 sample.
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Group

Georgian-Byzantine coins

Type St. Virgin Blachernitissa type coins — Bagrat IV’s first emission

Description, Silver.

picture The weights range from 1,47 to 2,2 gr.
d=23/24-27/28 mm.
Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and
maphorium. Greek legend — H ATTA ®EOTOKOC - “the Holy Virgin”,
close to nimbus, in different ways.
Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend —+"TCO MY TRCPELGTIPT - “Christ,
exalt Bagrat, the king of the Abkhasians” (i.e. the Western Georgia). In the
centre — OCRQ/M101L1/3QLT “and Nobilissimos”.

Mint Kutaisi.

Nominal Tetri.

Date 1055.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1 sample, GF. (Fund of Treasury,

Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne15630;
Hermitage — 1 sample, N°14217; Moscow State Historical Museum - 1
sample, Ne551556; Sokhumi Museum — 9 samples, NeNe83/134-83/135,
NeNe83/137-83/143.
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Group Georgian-Byzantine coins

Type St. Virgin Blachernitissa type coins — Bagrat IV’s second emission
Description, Silver.
picture The weights range from 1,2 to 2,23 gr.

d=24-27/28 mm.
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Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and
maphorium. Greek legend — H AITA ®EOTOKOC - “the Holy Virgin”,

close to nimbus, in different ways.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend —+"TCOMYTRTPHbGTI P - “Christ,
exalt Bagrat, the king of the Abkhasians” (i.e. the Western Georgia). In the
centre — OCL/T"MCL/BQLT “and Sebastos”.

Mint Kutaisi.

Nominal Tetri.

Date 1068/69.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 2 (?) samples, QF. (Main Fund of the
Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) NeNe1713-1714 (?); Hermitage — 1 sample, N°14218; Moscow State
Historical Museum — 3 samples, N°N°551557-551559; Sokhumi Museum — 22
samples, N°83/136, NeN°83/144-83/164.

Group Georgian-Byzantine coins

Type St. Virgin Blachernitissa type coins — Giorgi II’s first emission

Description, Silver.

picture The weights range from 1,1 to 2,15 gr.

d=21/26-27/29 mm.

Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and
maphorium. Distorted Greek abbreviation for - H ATIA @ EOTOKOC - “the
Holy Virgin”, to 1. and r. from nimbus. Greek legend — MP ©Y — appears

sometime.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend — +"1CO TCPEGTOT G bGT-

dP - “Christ, exalt Giorgi, the king of the Abkhasians and the Kartvelians”
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(i.e. the Eastern and Southern Georgia). In the centre — OT/RoL1/dL1-

“and Nobilissimos”.

Mint Kutaisi.

Nominal Tetri.

Date 1073.

Collection Moscow State Historical Museum — 1 sample, N°555160; Sokhumi Museum —
10 samples, NeN°83/165-83/174.

Group Georgian-Byzantine coins

Type St. Virgin Blachernitissa type coins — Giorgi II’s second emission

Description, Silver.

picture The weights range approx. from 1,21 to 2,03 gr.

d=24/25-27,2/27,8 mm.

Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and
maphorium. Distorted Greek abbreviation for - H ATIA @ EOTOKOC - “the
Holy Virgin”, to 1. and r. from nimbus. Some specimens have different
legend - MP ®Y H BAAXEPNITICA — “St. Virgin Blachernitissa”.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend — +"1CONT TCPEGTOT G bGT-
dP1 - “Christ, exalt Giorgi, the king of the Abkhasians and the Kartvelians”.
In the centre — OT/L""hL/BQL1 - “and Sebastos”.
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Mint Kutaisi.

Nominal Tetri.

Date 1074.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 6 (?) samples, GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe12099-
12100, NeNe12382-12383, QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian Coins,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne1628 (?),
Ne2893 (?); Cabinet des Médailles, Paris — 1 sample; Hermitage — 3 samples,
Ne8235, NeNe14219-14220; Moscow State Historical Museum — 15 samples,
NeNe551561-551565, NeNe551567-551570, NeNe551618-551623; Sokhumi
Museum — 2 samples, NeNe83/175-83/176; unknown — 1 sample.

Group Georgian-Byzantine coins

Type St. Virgin Blachernitissa type coins — Giorgi II’s third emission

Description, Silver.

picture The weights range for half tetri approx. from 0,43 to 0,99 gr., the weights

range for tetri approx. from 1,01 (?) to 1,94 gr.
d=~20/22-25/26 mm. for half tetri, d=22/25-26/7 mm. for tetri.
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Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and
maphorium. Distorted Greek abbreviation for - H ATIA @ EOTOKOC - “the
Holy Virgin”, to 1. and r. from nimbus. Some specimens have different
legend - MP ®Y H BAAXEPNITICA — “St. Virgin Blachernitissa”.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend —<4"1COT TCPELGTOT G bGT-
dP - “Christ, exalt Giorgi, the king of the Abkhasians and the Kartvelians”.
In the centre — 6T/Q"LT/HQALT “and Caesaros”.

Mint Kutaisi.

Nominal Half tetri, tetri.

Date 1075-1089.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 13 samples, GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe12101-
12104, NeNe12384-12388, NeN213077-13080; Hermitage — 3 samples, N°9459,
NeNe14221-14222; Cabinet des Médailles, Paris — 2 samples; the British
Museum — 1 sample; Moscow State Historical Museum — 53 samples,
Ne551566, NeNe551571-551617, NeNe551624-551628; Sokhumi Museum — 1
sample, N°79-87/1; D. M. Lang’s collection — 1 sample.

Group Georgian-Byzantine coins

Type St. Virgin Blachernitissa type coins — David IV’s first emission

Description, Silver.

picture The weights range from 0,43 to 0,73 gr.

d=22/23-25/26 mm.

186




Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and

maphorium. Greek legend — MP — ®Y, to 1. and r. from nimbus.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend — ..."TOGTQE... “Christ, exalt David, the
king of the Abkhasians”. In the centre — OC/L"1"hL/BUL “and Sebastos”.

Mint Kutaisi.

Nominal Half tetri.

Date 1089-1099.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 2 samples, GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°22446, QF.
(Main Fund of the Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia) N°2853; Svaneti Museum of History and Ethnography,
Mestia — 1 sample.

Group Georgian-Byzantine coins

Type St. Virgin Blachernitissa type coins — David IV’s second emission

Description, Silver.

picture The weights range from 0,56 to 0,87 gr.

d=23/24-26/28 mm.
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Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and

maphorium. Greek legend MP - ®7Y, to 1. and r. from nimbus.

Reverse: Cross in the center and marginal Georgian legend — $"TCOOG-

dProC... — “Christ, exalt David, the king and Sebastos (?)”.

Mint Kutaisi.

Nominal Half tetri.

Date 1089-1099.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 3 samples, GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe22443-
22445; Hermitage — 1 sample, N°14223.

Group Georgian-Byzantine coins

Type David IV’s copper coin, type — king in Imperial coat

Description, Copper.

picture Follis. Weight: sample of the British Museum — 10,73 gr.

d=35 mm.

Obverse: Bust of a king in Imperial coat — wearing stemma (Imperial crown
with cross and the pendants, pendilia, mpemevéovAix), divitision and

chlamys; holds in right hand scepter cruciger, and in left, globus cruciger.

And Georgian legend - 0 — 3P — “king David”.
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Reverse: Cross in a centre and marginal Georgian legend — +0G:dP1CPCh-
+JRBEGULEG — “Christ, David the king of the Abkhasians, Kartvelians,

Ranians, Kakhetians, Armenians” (Rani and Kakheti are very Eastern

provinces of Georgia).

Mint Kutaisi.

Nominal Follis.

Date 1118-1125.

Collection This sample is in the British Museum.

Scholarly “Georgian-Byzantine coins” is the name of a coin group. It consists of
commentary the issues as follows: David III Kuropalates’ coins with the depiction of cross

potent, St. Virgin Blachernitissa type coins — Bagrat IV’s first and second
emissions, Giorgi II’s first, second and third emissions and David IV’s first
and second emissions; David IV’s copper coin, type — king in Imperial coat.
The initiator of the Georgian coinage inspired by Byzantine style was
David III Kuropalates, seignior of Imier Tao, a part of historical South-
western Georgia. The description of his miliaresion/drama is as follows:
David III Kuropalates. The weight of half drama (?) — 2,1 gr. For
miliaresion/drama the weights range from 3,05 to 3,5 gr. d=22,9 mm. for half

drama (?), d=23/24 mm. for miliaresion/drama. Oltisi.

Obverse: Georgian legend (abbreviation everywhere) —<"19"/0G “Christ,

forgive David”.

Reverse: Cross potent on the four steps and Georgian legend -
QUB'1 “Kurapalati”.

Only four specimens are known from this emission. The dating of
this issue rests on a precise knowledge of the year in which David was
granted the title of Kuropalates. And it is thought that this title was
bestowed upon him for his special help to the Emperor Basil in the struggle
against mutinous grandees. The army of Bardas Sclerus was annihilated by
David’s generals near Halys River. This event took place in 979. The coins of
David III are dated to 979, it was in that year that he received the title of
Kuropalates and coins bearing that title would have served as a magnificent
memorial to that historical event. But still we have a suspicion. Why do
these coins copy Imperial silver of 977; maybe David was already
Kuropalates while preparing auxiliary for the Emperor. And one more

question — there is Patriarchal cross on the supposed prototype. Still another
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pattern was used also while modelling this coin.

From the 4 specimens now discussed none of them was found in
Georgia. They were discovered far away from there, in Russia, Estonia,
Germany and Sweden. How did they find their way to those regions? Two
hypotheses exist concerning this item:

1) typologically these coins are very close to almost synchronous
silver pieces of Basil II and Constantine VIII, and they have the same weight
and standard. So it was good money and could circulate everywhere together
with Byzantine currency. Russian merchants used to come to Constantinople
regularly and then they took the silver pieces of David Kuropalates to
Europe;

2) trading contacts between Georgia and Russia must account for the
findings of these coins on the territory of Europe, effected via Tmutaracan
(modern Taman Peninsula), this view being corroborated by other evidence
as well. A rare Tmutaracanian piece was found in Georgia — the imitation of
a miliaresion.

The supposed mint for the coins of Kuropalates is Oltisi, his
residence (modern Oltu in Turkey).

The kings of Georgia — Bagrat IV (1027-1072), Giorgi II (1072-1089)
and David IV (1089-1125) — were enjoying St. Virgin Blachernitissa type
taken from the coins of Constantine IX and maintained after.

The very characteristic trait of the 11® c. Georgian numismatics is
an obvious tendency towards weight lightening — a reception of a new stan-
dard, the Byzantine 2/3 miliaresion, called tetri (Ar.) took place during the
reign of Bagrat IV. This term already figures in the 11" c. documents.

Now let us describe the material:

Bagrat IV. I emission. Tetri. The weights range from 1,47 to 2,2 gr.
d=23/24-27/28 mm. 1055. Kutaisi (the Western Georgia):

Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and
maphorium. Greek legend — H ATTA ®EOTOKOC - “the Holy Virgin”, clo-
se to nimbus, in different ways.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend —+"COMYTRCTPHbGTI P — “Christ,
exalt Bagrat, the king of the Abkhasians” (i.e. the Western Georgia). In the
centre — OCRQ/M1b1L1/dQLT “and Nobilissimos”.

Only 12 specimens are known. The dating is based on the king’s
Byzantine title and other political traits.

Now briefly about the mentioned Georgian title — “the king of the
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Abkhasians”. A country is economic-geographical region. Unique culture is
formed within on a basis of the intensive interior economic links. And
Georgia is such complex. It was formed by economic synthesis of the East
(Iberia) and the West (Colchis), and since the Mingrelian (i.e. the Colchian)
language has been transferred to a position of a family-language. A bit earlier
the Svanetian and the Abkhasian languages were put on the same position
by the Mingrelian language. In the 8th c. new dynasty was founded in Col-
chis, or Lazica. And this ruling house was from the province of Abkhasia,
part of Lazica. Lazica now is called “the Kingdom of Abkhasians”, and the
languages spoken here are Mingrelian, first, then — Georgian. And soon after,
Georgia — a new economic complex — came to realization, and some times
later the country was unified by Bagrationi ruling house. This house also
claimed to be “the king of the Abkhasians”, i.e. of the Western Georgia.

The royal descents left without the special domain in Amier Tao
(South-West Georgia) had to strip themselves of the title — “king of Kart-
velians” (i.e. Eastern and Southern Georgia). This happened twice with Bag-
rat IV. In 1055 his rival duke Liparit captured Tao, and in 1068 — Alp Arslan
himself. So, the coins with the sole title “king of Abkhasians” should be
dated by 1055 and 1068-1069.

Bagrat IV. II emission (28 specimens). Tetri. The weights range from
1,2 to 2,23 gr. d=24-27/28 mm. 1068/69. Kutaisi. Everything is the same

except of the central legend — here we have “Sebastos”.

Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and
maphorium. Greek legend - H ATTA ®EOTOKOC - “the Holy Virgin”, clo-

se to nimbus, in different ways.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend —+"CO MY RTPELGTI P — “Christ,
exalt Bagrat, the king of the Abkhasians” (i.e. the Western Georgia). In the
centre — OCL/TT"hCL/BALT “and Sebastos”.

The extant specimens of Giorgi II, some 100 pieces, can be divided in-
to three emissions, taking into account the alterations of Byzantine title.

Giorgi II. I emission. Tetri /debased/. The weights range from 1,1 to
2,15 gr. d=21/26-27/29 mm. 1073. Kutaisi.

Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and mapho-
rium. Distorted Greek abbreviation for - H ATTA @ EOTOKOC - “the Holy
Virgin”, to L. and r. from nimbus. Greek legend — MP ®Y — appears some-

time.
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Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend +"1CO N TCPELGTET G bGTI P
— “Christ, exalt Giorgi, the king of the Abkhasians and the Kartvelians” (i.e.
the Eastern and Southern Georgia). In the centre — OC/R'bL1/dL1 - “and

Nobilissimos”.

Giorgi as a prince already possessed the title of Kuropalates. Towards
the end of 1072 he became king receiving gradually the titles of Nobilissimos
and Sebastos. In 1074 Giorgi as Caesaros was put in charge of the Imperial
Eastern limits. So, the issues with the titles of Nobilissimos and Sebastos fit
1073-1074.

IT and III emissions have “Sebastos” and “Caesaros” instead. And
Greek legend — MP ®Y H BAAXEPNITICA (St. Virgin Blachernitissa) —
appears also sometime.

Giorgi II. IT emission. Tetri. The weights range approx. from 1,21 to
2,03 gr. d=24/25-27,2/27,8 mm. 1074. Kutaisi.

Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and
maphorium. Distorted Greek abbreviation for - H ATTA @ EOTOKOC - “the
Holy Virgin”, to 1. and r. from nimbus. Some specimens have different

legend - MP ®Y H BAAXEPNITICA - “St. Virgin Blachernitissa”.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend -

+1CENTTCPEGTET G bGTI P — “Christ, exalt Giorgi, the king of
the Abkhasians and the Kartvelians”. In the centre — ©C/L1"hL/PQLT - “and

Sebastos”.

Giorgi II. III emission. Tetri and half tetri. The weights range for half tetri
approx. from 0,43 to 0,99 gr., the weights range for tetri approx. from 1,01
(?) to 1,94 gr. d=20/22-25/26 mm. for half tetri, d~22/25-26/7 mm. for tetri.
1075-1089. Kutaisi.

Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and
maphorium. Distorted Greek abbreviation for - H ATTA @ EOTOKOC - “the
Holy Virgin”, to 1. and r. from nimbus. Some specimens have different

legend - MP ®Y H BAAXEPNITICA - “St. Virgin Blachernitissa”.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend -

+1CENTTCPEGTET G bGTIPT — “Christ, exalt Giorgi, the king of
the Abkhasians and the Kartvelians”. In the centre — ®C/Q"TLT/,QLT “and

Caesaros”.
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Within the 8 pieces of David IV three emissions can be identified.
David IV. I emission. Half tetri. The weights range from 0,43 to 0,73
gr. d=22/23-25/26 mm. 1089-1099. Kutaisi.

Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and

maphorium. Greek legend - MP — @7, to 1. and r. from nimbus.

Reverse: Marginal Georgian legend — ..."TOGTQE... “Christ, exalt David, the
king of the Abkhasians”. In the centre — OC/L""hL/BL “and Sebastos”.

And the second emission has the cross on Rev. while St. Virgin is
maintained. II emission. Half tetri. The weights range from 0,56 to 0,87 gr.
d=23/24-26/28 mm. 1089-1099. Kutaisi.

Obverse: Facing bust of Virgin orans, nimbate, wearing pallium and mapho-
rium. Greek legend MP — @7, to 1. and r. from nimbus.
Reverse: Cross in the center

and marginal Georgian

+1CEOGIPTIOT... — “Christ, exalt David, the king and Sebastos (?)”.

legend -

Georgia never wished to lose strong neighbour and partner with

whom she shared even the money types — universal Orthodox symbols

prevail, like cross potent, St. Virgin Blachernitissa etc.

St.Virgin Blachernitissa.

The Byzantine Case

St.Virgin Blachernitissa.

The Georgian Case

1. Constantine IX Monomachus
(1042-1055) — 2/3 miliaresion

1. Bagrat IV. I emission. Tetri (2/3
miliaresion).
1055. Kutaisi (West Georgia) “... king

and Nobilissimos”

2. Theodora (1055-1056)

— 2/3 miliaresion

2. Bagrat IV. II emission. Tetri.
1068/69. Kutaisi. “... king and Sebastos”

3. Michael VI Stratioticus (1056-
1057) — 2/3 miliaresion

3. Giorgi II. I emission. Tetri. 1073.

<

Kutaisi. “... king and Nobilissimos”

4. Constantine X Ducas (1059-
1067) — 1/3 miliaresion

4. Giorgi II. II emission. Tetri. 1074.

Kutaisi. “... king and Sebastos”

5. Romanus IV Diogenes (1068-
1071) — 1/3 miliaresion

5. Giorgi II. III emission. Tetri and
half tetri (1/3miliaresion). 1075-1089.

Kutaisi. “... king and Caesaros”
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6. Michael VII Ducas (1071-1078) —| 6. David IV. I emission. Half tetri.

1/3 miliaresion 1089-1099. Kutaisi. “... king and
Sebastos”

7. Nicephorus III Botaneiates 7. David IV. II emission. Kutaisi.

— 2/3 miliaresion (1078-1081) 1089-1099. “... king and ... ”. Cross on
Rev.

8. Alexios I Comnenos (1081-1118)

— tetarteron

It is quite clear that for Georgia Virgin type had been rather taken
again and again, than — maintained. David IV of Georgia (1089-1125) copies
Alexios I in his issues. But whom he copies while placing cross on reverse?
Theodoros Gabras, dux of Trebizond, appears with his coins as a prototype;
i.e. any of the Byzantine “rudiments” seems to be allied with Georgia.

David gained almost full control over the country only about 1099,
and before he had been just “king of the Abkhasians”. First two issues show
the king in this troubled position. Thus St. Virgin Blachernitissa series came
to an end.

David IV. IIl emission. Follis. Weight — 10,73 gr. d=35 mm. 1118-
1125. Kutaisi.

Obverse: Bust of a king in Imperial coat — wearing stemma (Imperial crown
with cross and the pendants, pendilia, mpemevéovAia), divitision and chla-

mys; holds in right hand scepter cruciger, and in left, globus cruciger. And
Georgian legend — OG — 3P — “king David”.

Reverse: Cross in a centre and marginal Georgian legend -
+O0G3PICPG+S,ROEGULEG — “Christ, David the king of the Abkhasians,

Kartvelians, Ranians, Kakhetians, Armenians” (Rani and Kakheti are very

Eastern provinces of Georgia).

The obverse type of this coin is patterned on the reverse of the post-
reform aspron trachy (billon) of Alexios I Comnenos. But the Imperial coat
of the Georgian king is not a fiction.

David is “king of Armenians” from 1118, so his follis was struck
between 1118-1125.
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Rustaveli Epoch. Tb. 1938 (in Georg.).

M. Pataridze. Silver Coin of David the Builder from Mestia Museum.
Bulletin (“Moambe”) of the National Museum of Georgia. Vol. N°2 (47-B).
Series of Social Sciences. Tb. 2010 (in Georg.).

V. Silogava. Georgian Epigraphics of Samegrelo-Abkhazeti. Tb. 2006 (in
Georg.).

D. Tsintsadze. Coin of Bagrat IV. “Comunisti” Newspaper. 11.03.1976, Ne 58
(in Georg.).

Iz. Tsukhishvili. Byzantine Coins from Bichvinta. Didi Pitiunti. Vol. II. Tb.
1977 (in Georg.).

T. 1. A6pamumsuiu. Haxozka BU3aHTUICKMX 30JI0THIX MOHeT B I'ypmxaaHu.
Busantuiickuii Bpemennux. T. XIII. M. 1958; Knax moner us /Ipupu. Busan-

tutickuit BpemenHuK. T. XVIII. M. 1961.

. JI. Ixamaranua. iHO3eMHas MOHeTa B JleHeXXHOM obOpamenuu I'pysuu V-
XIII BB. T6. 1979.

T. T. Oyrgnya. I'pysurckue moHetsl X-XII BB. Kak HCTOpUYECKUI NCTOYHUK.
T6. 2009; I'pysunckue moHeTs! X-XII BB. KaKk MCTOpUYECKUI MCTOYHUK (K

HUCTOKAM I'PY3HMHO-PYCCKHUX BBHI/IMOOTHOHIeHPIfI). FPYBI/IHCKE:I}I PYCHCTHKA. Kx.

5.T6. 2011.

A. T'. Kanmamaage. I'pysunckas mymusmaruka. M. 1955; HoBbrit Tunm MOHeTHI
Hasuma Crpourensa. Busanruiickuii Bpemennux. T. VIII. M. 1956; Mennas

MOHeTa Tpy3uHCKoro maps JlaBuza, cerHa I'eoprua. Onurpadmka Bocroxa.
XII. M.-JI. 1958.

P. B. KeGymnazgze. Monets! [JlaBuzsa Kypanmanara B x1ajax 3anasHoeBpoIeiic-

kux meHapuesn. ‘Matsne”. Series of History, Archaeology, Ethnology and Art
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History. Ne2. Tb. 1970 (V. Potin as co-author); Kimag u3 cena luxecynopu.

Hymusmarnueckuit coopruk. T6. 1977.

E. A. ITaxomoB. Mosnets! I'pysun. u. I. CII6. 1910; Monets! I'pysun. u. I-II.
T6. 1970.

C. M. Illam6a. MoneTtHoe obpamenue Ha Teppuropuu A6xasuu (V B. 10 H.3.—
XIII B. 1. 2.). T6. 1987.

T. Dundua. Georgia within the European Integration as Seen in Coinage.
Catalogue of Georgian coins. Tb. 1999; Review of Georgian Coins with By-
zantine Iconography. Numismatica e Antichita Classichie. XXIX. Quaderni
Ticinesi. 2000; Georgia within the European Integration. Part 3. Byzantines
and the Georgians. Tb. 2013; Georgia within the European Integration.
Graeco-Roman World, Byzantine Commonwealth, Orthodox Alliance and
the Georgians. Tb. 2013.

D. M. Lang. Studies in the Numismatic History of Georgia in Transcaucasia.
New York. 1955; Notes on Caucasian Numismatics. The Numismatic Chro-
nicle (N.C.). Vol. XVII. London. 1957.

V. Langlois. Essai de classification des suites monétaires de la Géorgie depuis

1" antiquité jusqu" a nos jours. Paris. 1860.

Iz. Tsukhishvili, G. Depeyrot. History and Coin Finds in Georgia. Late Ro-
man and Byzantine Hoards (4®-13" cc.). Moneta, Wetteren. 2003.

Imported  coins

found in Georgia

11%-12% cc. Byzantine coins from Georgia
East Georgia

1. 4 copper coins of Basil II and Constantine VIII (976-1025) were found du-
ring the archaeological excavations in 1936 in Dmanisi.

2. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1937 in Ude village
(Adigeni district).

3. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found near Paravani village.

4. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1940s in Noste village

(Kaspi district).
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5. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1948 during the
archaeological excavations near Gandza Gate (historical place in Tbilisi).

6. Identical copper coin was found in Okami (Akhalkalaki district).

7. Identical coin was found in Abavreti (Akhalkalaki district).

8. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1960 in Bakuriani
(Borjomi district).

9. There were 5 gold coins of Constantine VIII (1025-1028) in the hoard
found in 1906 near Akhaltsikhe.

10. Hoard of Byzantine gold coins placed in a pot was found in the 1930s in
Dviri village (Borjomi district). All the coins except for one belonged to the
following three Byzantine Emperors: Constantine VIII, Constantine X Ducas
(1059-1067), and Romanus IV Diogenes (1067-1071). 22 coins belonging to
Constantine VIII are of normal shape. 23 coins are scyphate and belong to
Ducas and Romanus IV Diogenes: 22 — to Constantine X Ducas, 1 — to
Romanus IV Diogenes. Presumably, the hoard was buried in the 70-80s of
the 11% c.

11. Copper coin of Romanus III (1028-1034) was found in 1936 in Dmanisi
during archaeological excavations.

12. 6 copper coins of Michael IV (1034-1041) were found in Dmanisi.

13. Copper coin of Constantine IX (1042-1055) was found in the same place.
14. Gold coin of Constantine IX was accidentally found in 1956 in Avchala,
Thilisi.

15. Copper coin of Theodora (1055-1056) was found in 1911/12 in Thbilisi
(Avlabari).

16. 2 copper coins of Theodora were found in the 1920s near Tskordza
village (Akhaltsikhe district).

17. Copper coin of Theodora was found in 1936 in Tsintskaro village
(Tetritskaro district).

18. 3 copper coins of Theodora were found in 1936 in Dmanisi during
archaeological excavations.

19. 2 copper coins of Michael VI (1056-1057) were found in Dmanisi.

20. Constantine X’s copper coin was found in 1925 in Tbilisi during the
works at Leselidze street.

21. Copper coin of Constantine X was found in 1926 near Tbilisi.

22. Identical coin was found in 1926 in Dzveli Dmanisi village.

23. 5 copper coins of Constantine X were found in 1936 in Dmanisi during
archaeological excavations.

24. Copper coin of Constantine X was found in 1948 near 300 Aragveli
Garden, Thilisi.

198




25. Copper coin of the same Emperor was found in Ugudeti village
(Tetritskaro district) in the 1950s.

26. Copper coin of Constantine X was found in 1952 near Ikalto village.

27. Nomisma of the same Emperor was found in 1953 in Telavi.

28. Nomisma of the same Emperor was found in 1956 in Tsalka district
during construction of Khrami power station.

29. Gold coin of Constantine X was found in 1957 near the Tbilisi Sea (water
reservoir).

30. Hoard of Byzantine money was found in 1962 in Idumala village (As-
pindza district). The hoard contained one gold and 12 electrum coins. The
gold coin belongs to Constantine X and, as T. Abramishvili asserts, can be
“Constantinati”, whereas the rest of the coins were struck in the name of Ni-
cephorus III (1078-1081) and are “Botaniati”. According to T. Abramishvili,
the hoard was probably buried in response to the Seljuk invasion of 1080-
1090.

31. Gold coin of Constantine X was found in 1962 in Patara Dmanisi village.
32. Gold coin of Constantine X was found in 1962 near Dmanisi on
Zurtaket-Gomareti Plateau.

33. Gold coin of Constantine X was found in 1965 in Rustavi during archaeo-
logical excavations.

34. Copper coin of Romanus IV was found in 1936 in Dmanisi.

35. Copper coin of Michael VII (1071-1078) was found in 1936 in Dmanisi
during archaeological excavations.

36. Gold coin of Nicephorus III (1078-1081) was found in 1873-1875 near
Sapara Monastery (Akhaltsikhe district).

37. Hoard of Nicephorus III’s scyphate silver coins was found near Sapara
Monastery in 1890. The exact number of the coins is unknown.

38. Nicephorus III’s electrum coin was found in 1930s near Tetritskaro.

39. 11 electrum coins were found in 1936 in Natkora, between the villages
Vardisubani (Telavi district) and Gulgula. One coin, kept at Telavi Historical
Museum, belongs to Nicephorus III.

40. Copper coin of Alexios I (1081-1118) was found in 1962 near Shio
mgvime Monastery, not far away from Mtskheta.

41. Copper coin of Alexios I was found in 1935 in Krtsanisi.

42. Identical coin was found in 1936 in Dmanisi during archaeological exca-
vations.

43. 2 copper coins of Alexios I were found in 1948 in Thbilisi near the Ganja
Gate during archaeological excavations.

44. Hoard of Byzantine gold coins was found in 1949 near Gurjaani during
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construction of Alazani irrigation channel. Only 7 pieces are existant: 6 — of
Alexios I; 1 — of John IT (1118-1143).

45. Gold coin of John IT was found in 1929 near Shibliani village (Sagarejo
district).

46. Gold coin of John II was found in 1953 in Khodasheni village (Telavi
district).

47. Identical coin was found in Makharadze village (Gurjaani district).

48. Anonymous 11" c. Byzantine coin was found in 1938 in Tbilisi.

49. Two identical coins were found in 1941-1943 near Dmanisi.

50. Two identical coins were found in 1952 in Okami village (Akhalkalaki
district).

51. Anonymous Byzantine copper coin of the 11" c. was found in 1953 near
Tmogyvi fortress (Aspindza district).

52. 10®-11% cc. Byzantine copper coin was found during construction of
Ortachala power station, Thbilisi.

53. 11t c. Byzantine gold coin was found in 1954 in the same place.

54. 11 c. Byzantine copper coin was found in 1953 near Akhalkalaki old

fortress.

Thus, within East Georgia there have been found more than 150 11-
12 cc. Byzantine coins: gold — 72; electrum — 24; copper — 52. From the total
number, there are 5 hoards of gold, silver, and electrum coins.
Very interesting is distribution of the 11t%h-12t%h cc. Byzantine coins according
to centuries. 11 out of approximately 150 pieces belong to Alexios I (1081-
1118), in other words, to the transitional period, whereas there are only 4
coins from the 12 c. belonging to John II (1118-1143). To conclude: 11 c.
Byzantine coins were widely in use in East Georgia. In the 12% c. influx of

the Byzantine coins nearly stops.

West Georgia:

1. Found in 1903 Ochamchire hoard contained 7 copper coins of Basil II and
Constantine VIII (976-1025).

2. 2 copper coins struck in the name of the same Emperors were found in
1956 in Bobokvati (Kobuleti district).

3. Identical coin was found in 1957 in Akhali Atoni (Gudauta district).

4. 2 folles of the same Emperors were found in 1957 in Sokhumi (near
lighthouse).

5. Copper coin of the same Emperors was found in 1958 in Tsebelda

(Gulripshi district).
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6. Identical coin was found in 1962 in Kobuleti.

7. Two identical coins were found in 1962-1963 in Bobokvati.

8. 6 copper coins (2 of them belong to Constantine VIII) were found in 1949
in Tsikhisdziri (Kobuleti district).

9. 4 copper coins of Romanus III (1028-1034) were in Ochamchire hoard.

10. Copper coin of Romanus III was found in 1948 in Likhni village
(Gudauta district).

11. Identical coin was found in 1962 in Kobuleti.

12. There were 4 coins of Michael IV (1034-1041) in Ochamchire hoard.

13. 2 identical coins were found in 1910-1911 in Gelati.

14. Identical coin was found in 1929 in Sakara village (Zestaponi district).

15. Identical coin was found in 1957 in Kveda Vani village (Vani district).

16. 2 copper coins of Ochamchire hoard belong to Constantine IX (1042-
1055).

17. Silver coin of Constantine IX was found in 1957 in Akhali Atoni.

18. 11 copper coins of Ochamchire hoard belong to Theodora (1055-1056).
19. Identical coins (exact number is unknown) were found in 1910-1911 in
Gelati.

20. 2 identical coins were found in 1956 and 1962-1963 in Bobokvati.

21. 5 copper coins of Ochamchire hoard belong to Constantine X (1059-
1067).

22. 2 identical coins were found in 1950 in Tsikhisdziri.

23. Identical coin was found in 1962 near Kobuleti.

24. Hoard of copper coins was found in 1968 in Abanoeti village (Ambrolau-
ri district). The hoard consisted of: 2 folles of Basil II and Costantine VIII; 1
— of Michael IV; 2 — of Theodora; 2 — of Constantine X. Also, there were 3
coins of the Latin Empire and 1 — unidentified.

25. Copper coin of Constantine X and his wife Eudocia was found in Odishi
village (Zugdidi district).

26. Follis of Romanus IV (1067-1071) was found in the same place.

27. Hoard of Georgian silver and scyphate Byzantine gold coins was found
in a clay pot in 1983 in Likhni village while excavating Medieval palace. The
Byzantine coins are struck in the name of: Constantine IX Monomachus — 1;
Constantine X — 9; his wife Fudocia — 1; Romanus IV -17; 28 — altogether. 43
coins are of Georgian provenance: 31 belong to Bagrat IV (1027-1072); 12 —
to Giorgi II (1072-1089).

28. Gold coin of Michael VII (1071-1078) was found in 1951 on Sokhumi
Mountain.

29. Identical coin was found in 1959 in Tsikhisdziri.
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30. Copper coin of Nicephorus III (1078-1081) was in Ochamchire hoard.

31. Electrum coin of Nicephorus III was found in 1925 in Chkhari village
(Terjola district).

32. Identical coin was found in 1925 in Meskheti village (Kutaisi district).

33. Identical coin was found in 1926 in Racha.

34. Identical coin was found in 1926 near Kutaisi.

35. Identical coin was found in 1933 in Gubi village (Khoni district).

36. Identical coin was found in 1951 on Sokhumi Mountain.

37. 5 identical coins were found in 1956 in Bichvinta during archaeological
excavations.

38. Hoard of copper coins was found in 1955 in Sokhumi. The classification
is as follows: 2 folles of Michael IV; 5 — of Constantine IX; 3 — of Constantine
X; 10 — anonymous (1075-1080).

39. 11% c. Byzantine scyphate gold coin was found in 1901 in Racha.

40. Several 11%-12t% cc. Byzantine copper coins were found in 1904 in Keda
village (Kedi district).

4]1. 11 c. Byzantine scyphate gold coin was found in 1905 near Ozurgeti.

42. Electrum of Nicephorus III was found in 1969 near Sinope (Sokhumi).

43. Several Byzantine copper coins with four-line inscription were found in
1910-1911 in Gelati, near Kutaisi.

44. Identical coin was found in 1934 in Tsikhisdziri.

45. 11%h-12% cc. Byzantine copper coin with four-line inscription was found
in 1935 near Bagrati Cathedral in Kutaisi.

46. Identical coin was found in 1939 in Kutaisi, near railway bridge.

47. 11 c. Byzantine copper coin was found in 1948 in Tsikhisdziri.

48. Identical coin was found in 1949 in Tsikhisdziri.

Thus, there have been found approximately 145 11h-12% cc. Byzanti-
ne coins in West Georgia: copper —about 100; gold — 32; electrum —-12; sil-
ver — 1. From the total number, there are 3 hoards: 2 — of copper money; 1 -
mixed, of gold and silver.

The above-given coins found on the territory of the West Georgia are

dated by the 11% c. 12% c. coins have not yet been reported.
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Group

Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)

Type

Subgroup — Issues of Demetre I

Description,

picture

Copper.
Various shapes, weights and sizes. ex. 0,72 gr., 2,13 gr., 6,11 gr.
d=~8 mm., 15/16 mm., 21/22 mm.

1. Obverse: Asomtavruli letter O in the centre, which represents first letter
of Demetre’s name. Arabic legend above and below:

BRI

King of the Kings.

Circle around and unreadable Arabic legend.

Reverse: Arabic legend in two lines:

ana () 2 gans

Mahmud ibn Muhammad (1118-1131).

Almost unreadable Arabic legend around.

2. Obverse: Asomtavruli letter O in the centre of octagonal frame. Arabic
legend outside the frame:

L) el

cmaall ala

King of the Kings, sword of the Messiah — stylized and represents the part of
the frame.

Reverse: Arabic legend inside rosette shows the names of Caliph al-Muktafi
li-amr Allah (1136-1160) and the Seljuk sultan Ghias ad-din Masud (1133-
1152).

Mint

Unknown.

Nominal

Copper .The weights range from ex. 0,72 gr. to 6,11gr.

Date

1.1125-1131. 2. 1136-1152.

Collection

1. Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°60,
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QF. Ne68, QF. NeNel1715-1722, QF. Ne1746, QF. Ne3278, QF. Ne3280, QF.
Ne3281, QF. Ne3319, QF. Ne4048, QF. Ne4104, QF. NeNe4106-4108; Rustavi
Historical Museum — 1 sample, Ne4771; Hermitage, Fund of Georgian Coins
— 4 samples, NeNe14225-14226, N°14232 and one without number. 2. Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. NeNe63-65, QF. NeNe1747-50, QF.
NeNe2856-57, QF. Ne3279, QF. Ne4109; Hermitage, fund of Georgian Coins —
ex. No14224, NeNe14227-30.

Group Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)
Type Issue — Issue of David V
Description, “Irregularly” struck copper.
picture Weight - 6,09 gr.
d=14/23 mm.
Obverse: Arabic legend in three lines, the following fragments of which are
extant:
[ bal]... U]
[gs]ed) ploss
[2] 512
King of the Kings, sword of the Messiah David... To the right, unknown sign
is placed vertically. Fragment of a linear circle and a part of marginal legend.
Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:
dada
[plae Y] GUalull
[250]ce &
Muhammad sultan [the mightiest], son of Mah[mud].
Mint Unknown.
Nominal Copper. Weight — 6,09 gr.
Date 1155.
Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian Coins,

Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°4076.
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Group

Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)

Type

Subgroup — Issues of Giorgi III with Asomtavruli letter

Description,

picture

“Irregularly” struck copper.
Weight: ex. 2,15 gr., 6,03 gr.
d=15/20 mm., 18/21 mm.

Obverse: ", — first Asomtavruli letter of the name Giorgi inside rosette made

up of waiving lines and Arabic legend:
el ala el slall élla ¢S )5S
King of the Kings Giorgi, sword of the Messiah.

Reverse: Arabic legend in waved rosette:
al-Muktafi li-amr Allah (1136-1160), ruler of the believers.

Mint

Thilisi.

Nominal

Copper. The weights range from ex. 2,15 gr. to 6,03 gr.

Date

1156-1160.

Collection

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe73-
77, QF. NeNe1751-64, QF. NeNe3151-52, QF. NeNe4111-19, QF. NeNe10598-
10599, GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia) N°7704, GF. Ne7706, GF. Ne10088, GF. N°12438; Rustavi
Historical Museum — several dosens, N°4771; Hermitage — ex. NeN°14245-46,
Ne5359, Ne3393, Ne16801; National Museum of History of Azerbaijan — 4
samples, NeNe1751-52, Ne1754, Ne4289; Kazbegi Ethnographical Museum — 1
sample, Ne15.

Group

Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)

Type

Coins of Giorgi III — king with falcon on hand

Description,

picture

Copper.
Weight=5,56 gr.
d~22/23 mm.
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Obverse: Giorgi III in Asian-Byzantine dress. Seated cross-legged, facing. His
left (sometimes right) hand rests on his thigh, on another hand up lifted sits

a falcon. King wears stemma. Georgian Mkhedruli letters for the name of

Giorgi (30, sometimes monogram of "|'1is added to it) and Asomtavruli

legend +J40OPY0, in the K’oronikon 394 (=1174).

Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:
gl élle
s ohan (0 (SosS

King of the Kings Giorgi, son of Demetre, sword of the Messiah.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Copper. Weight=5,56 gr.

Date 1174.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe102-
03, QF. N°109, QF. Ne111, QF. NeNe1810-1815, QF. Ne3154, QF. Ne3320, QF.
Ne3431, QF. N23459, QF. NeNe4154-58, GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°1872; Hermitage — ex.
Ne14255, Ne7250, NeNe14248-51, Ne14256, Ne16803.

206




Group

Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)

Type Subgroup — Coins of Giorgi III and Tamar

Description, “Irregularly” struck copper.

picture Weight — ex. 13,46 gr.
d=~22/24 mm.
Obverse: In the centre of an ornamented hexagonal rosette two Asomtavruli
letters "1 (Giorgi).  Asomtavruli  legend  outside  rosette:
CO1/OR/NR/GP/3FP May God exalt King of the Kings.
Reverse: In the centre of rosette the first letter of the name Tamar or various
abbreviations of her name — Gdv, (hdd, (hd. Asomtavruli legend outside
rosette: COO/RNR/GPT/ST/GT1/EQ/0T May God exalt king and queen.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Copper. Weight — ex. 13,46 gr.

Date 1179-1184.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°2860,
QF. NeNe4162-64, GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°Ne10624-26; Hermitage — ex. Ne3392,
Ne16805.

Group Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)

Type Subgroup — Coins of queen Tamar with her signature

Description, “Irregularly” struck copper.

picture Weight — ex. 14,97 gr., 16,24 gr.

d=23/41 mm., 26/31 mm.
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Obverse: Signature of Tamar in the centre of a wreathed frame. Asomtavruli
marginal legend: +LEBTGCNGTTHRTSST 1 RCEOLTCAL+JHBRYb In the

name of God, this silver piece was struck in the K'orornikon 407 (=1187).
430 (=1210) appears also as a date.

Reverse: Arabic legend in five lines:

daaxall ASLa)

Ol s Laall s

S osS iy s

o el

o bl il el

The great queen, glory of the world and faith, Tamar, daughter of Giorgi,
champion of the Messiah, may God increase her victories. Circle around and
marginal Arabic legend:

Lelldl 2yl 5 LeIBUs Ba g LeBlas il ool

May God increase her glory, and lengthen her shadow, and strengthen her

prosperity.
Mint Thilisi.
Nominal Copper. Weight — ex. 14,97 gr., 16,24 gr.
Date 1187, 1210.
Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°133,
QF. NeNe117-124, QF. NeNel126-128, QF. NeNe130-133, QF. Ne3295, QF.
Ne3158; Rustavi Historical Museum — 5 samples; Kazbegi Ethnographical
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Museum — 3 samples; National Museum of History of Azerbaijan — N°4292,
Ne4295, Ne5984, Ne11372, Ne13021, Ne13087, Ne13169, Ne13171, Ne13694,
Ne20827; Hermitage — 126 samples without number from the Main Fund and

10 samples from the Asian Museum.

Group Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)
Type Issue — Coins with the legend “Tamar the queen”
Description, “Irregularly” struck copper.
picture
Obverse: Three Asomtavruli letters in a frame made up of five semicircles:
(hJO, Tamar the queen. Cross above.
Reverse: Large dots.
Mint Thilisi.
Nominal “Irregularly” struck copper.
Date 1184-1186.
Collection
Group Georgian credit money (12% c.-the 20s of 13% c.)
Type Coins of Tamar and David with the “Bagrationi family badge”
Description, Copper.
picture The weight range from 4 gr. to 10 gr.

d=26/27 mm., 26/28 mm.
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Obverse: Specific badge in the centre — which D. Kapanadze thinks to be the
“Bargrationi family badge”. To the left and right Asomtavruli letters for the

names of Tamar and David — (hdh and OCh. Above and below Asomtavruli

letters 48948 in the K’oronikon 420 (=1200).

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

clslall 4sl

Cpall g Laal) IS

SosS Al Ll

cdl e

Queen of the Queens, glory of the world and faith, Tamar, daughter of
Giorgi, champion of the Messiah.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Copper.The weights range from 4 gr. to 10 gr.

Date 1200.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeN°158-
178, QF. NeNe180-182, QF. NeNe1885-1902, QF. Ne2867, QF. Ne3271, QF.
NeNe3322-3326; Telavi Historical Museum — ex. Ne313, N°1487; Hermitage,
Fund of Georgian Coins — ex. N°14232, N°14300, N°16918; National Museum
of History of Azerbaijan — 1 sample, N°4291.
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Group Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)
Type Subgroup — Coins of Giorgi IV with the legend “Giorgi, son of Tamar”
Description, “Irregularly” struck copper.
picture Weight: ex. 5,6 gr., 13,35 gr., 37,75 gr. d=15/62 mm.
d=23/24 mm.
Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in the centre of a wreathed frame:
1 101/G3HLT  Giorgi, son of Tamar. Marginal Asomtavruli legend:
+LETT1GCNGT 14HRSTOTRCGEBLTILHALY D In the name of God, this
silver piece was struck in the K’oronikon 430 (=1210).
Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:
& Lall llall
Ol s Laall s
el (SeS
el aloa
King of the Kings, glory of the world and faith, Giorgi, son of Tamar, sword
of the Messiah. Circle around. Persian legend outside the circle:
Lo (g (m Jle ol 2 02 ) | e Cpl by (18 Ly
In the name of the most saint God this silver piece was struck in the year
430.
Mint Thilisi.
Nominal Copper. The weights range from ex. 5,6 gr. to 37,75 gr.
Date 1210.
Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeN°191-
214, QF. N°Ne1905-1955; Hermitage — ex. N°16809, NeNe16815-17, N°16819,
NeNe14302-313; National Museum of History of Azerbaijan — ex. NeNe1757-
60, NoN4296-97.
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Group

Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)

Type

Subgroup — Coins of Giorgi IV with the legend “Of king Giorgi...lord of the
Javakhs”

Description,

picture

Copper.
Weight: ex. 4,5 gr., 5,24 gr., 6,5 gr.
d=~24 mm.

Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in four lines: +,13/PLCGIJLI/LT-
LCXT'WEGQTT Of king Giorgi, son of Tamar, lord of the Javakhs.

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

alaaall cllal)

Ol s Laall s

el G (SsS

el sl

The great king, glory of the world and faith, Giorgi, son of Tamar, sword of
the Messiah.

Mint

Unknown

Nominal

Copper. The weights range from ex. 4,5 gr. to 6,5 gr.

Date

1207-1209.

Collection

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°1625,
QF. NeNe1957-63, QF. Ne2869, QF. Ne3158, QF. Ne3328; Hermitage — ex.
NeNe14324-29, NeNe3434-36, Ne5374, N°16868; National Museum of History
of Azerbaijan — 1 sample, N°16726.

Group

Georgian credit money (12% c.-the 20s of 13% c.)

Type

Coins of Giorgi IV — king in Imperial dress

Description,

picture

Unique copper coin of Giorgi IV Lasha.
Weight - 5,6 gr.
d=23/24 mm.
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Obverse: King standing, facing, wearing stemma, with labarum in his right
hand and anexikakia, a roll of parchment, wrapped in cloth and filled with

dust, a symbol of mortality, in left. Fragments of Asomtavruli legend to both
sides of the depiction: " 1d"/Gd/L1/.../.../..."o Giorgi, son of Tamar ... 30,
i.e. in the K’oronikon 430 (=1210).

Reverse: Arabic legend in rosette made up of four leaves:
Al /g /Cs [/ A

in the year 606 (=1209/1210).

Second Arabic legend in segments between the leaves:
gall gl L (G (S )5S

King of the Kings Giorgi, son of Tamar, sword of the Messiah. Circle around.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Copper. 5,6 gr.

Date 1210.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1 sample, ex. QF. (Main Fund of the
Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) N°1956.

Group Georgian credit money (12 c.-the 20s of 13t c.)

Type Subgroup — The “regularly” struck copper coins of Rusudan

Description, Copper.

picture Weight: ex. 3,66 gr., 5,28 gr., 6, 87 gr., 7,15gr., 9,49 gr.
d~23/29 mm.
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Obverse: Asomtavruli letters (abbreviation) — JUR — for Rusudan’s name in

the centre of an ornamented frame. Above, small-sized twisted sign, which,
according to Barnaveli, is Rusudan’s monogram. D. Kapanadze calls this

monogram the queen’s “signature”. Between the leaves of the frame

date +8R4Y3b in the K’oronikon 447 (=1227).

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

GSLA 5 @ sl A<Lal)

Sl s Liall s

gl el Ll iy Glaus )

o baail 4 e

Queen of the Kings and Queens, glory of the world, kingdom and faith,
Rusudan, daughter of Tamar, champion of the Messiah, may God increase

her victories. Circle around.

Mint

Thilisi.

Nominal

Copper. The weights range from 3,66 gr. to 9,49 gr.

Date

1227.

Collection

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeN232-
261, QF. NeNe268-70, QF. Ne1627, QF. NeNe1977-87, QF. Ne3105, QF. Ne3159,
QF. NeNe3175-76, NeNe3331-38. QF. NeNe3476-80, QF. Ne3773, QF. NeNe4197-
98, GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum
of Georgia) N°737, GF. NeNe6828-6935, GF. NeNe8552-53, GF. N9570, GF.
Ne9725, GF. NeNe10069-71, GF. Ne10079, GF. Ne10100-01, GF. NeNe10179-97,
GF. NeNe10568-78, GF. NeN211081; Rustavi Historical Museum — 113 samples;
Telavi Historical Museum — 2 samples, Ne1483, N°2579; National Museum of
History of Azerbaijan — N°1763, Ne4299, Ne4300, N°9069, Ne13093, N°13699,
NeNe35625-35688; Hermitage — 249 samples without number.

Scholarly

commentary:

We begin review of the Georgian credit money (12% c.-the 20s of
13® c.) with the copper coins of Demetre I (1125-1156) and end with the
copper money of Rusudan (1222-1245). This period in the Georgian
numismatics is strictly “copper period”. The so-called “silver famine” in the
Middle East was at its highest point at the time and left traces on Georgian
numismatics. From the reign of Demetre I to that of Rusudan only copper
coins were struck. This is one of the peculiarities of numismatic activity.
Another peculiarity is that in 12% c. the face of the coin changed drastically.

The coins lost their up-to-then standard feature, round shape. From then on,
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the large part of the coins were struck as copper plates which had accidental
shapes. Often, because of small size of the plates, the die was not placed on
the coins in its entirety. This method of coin issue first appeared in the
Middle East and was then introduced into Georgia. It was suggested that in
trading the so-called “irregularly” struck coins were weighted rather than
counted. Simultaneously with the “irregular” coins, round coins were struck
too.

Issues of Demetre I.

Copper, various shapes, weights and sizes. ex. 0,72 gr., 2,13 gr., 6,11
gr. d~8 mm., 15/16 mm., 21/22 mm.

1. Obverse: Asomtavruli letter O in the centre, which represents first letter
of Demetre’s name. Arabic legend above and below:

L) el

King of the Kings.

Circle around and unreadable Arabic legend.

Reverse: Arabic legend in two lines:
Qada (1 gana
Mahmud ibn Muhammad (1118-1131).

Almost unreadable Arabic legend around.

2. Obverse: Asomtavruli letter O in the centre of octagonal frame.

Arabic legend outside the frame:

L) el

anall alua

King of the Kings, sword of the Messiah — stylized and represents the part of
the frame.

Reverse: Arabic legend inside rosette shows the names of Caliph al-Muktafi
li-amr Allah (1136-1160) and the Seljuk sultan Ghias ad-din Masud (1133-
1152).

The date of the issues of Demetre I should be established by the
Muslim rulers’ regnal years. Indeed, their names are placed on the coins.
Supposedly, Demetre I struck coins in 1125-1131 and 1136-1152.

“Irregularly” struck copper coin of David V (1155) (Issue of David V)
was previously thought to belong to David IV Aghmashenebeli (1089-1125)
as the Arabic legend on the reverse was read as Muhammad sultan the

mightiest Barq[iaruq]. Sultan Barqiaruq lived at the time of David IV. G.
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Japaridze read the legend in a following way: Muhammad sultan [the
mightiest], son of Mah[mud]. This sultan, Muhammad ibn Mahmud (1153-
1159), was a contemporary of David V. Thus, the coin should be
undoubtedly attributed to him.

Obverse: Arabic legend in three lines, the following fragments of which are
extant:

[ skall].. ]

[cs]ed plos

[4] 512

King of the Kings, sword of the Messiah David... To the right, unknown sign
is placed vertically. Fragment of a linear circle and a part of marginal legend.

Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:

dana

[alae Y] GUalul

[*se]ze 2

Muhammad sultan [the mightiest], son of Mah[mud].

“Irregularly” struck copper coins of Giorgi III (1156-1184) (Issues of
Giorgi III with Asomtavruli letter) are almost identical to the above-

described money of Demetre I with the difference of having another letter
for the king’s name. Instead of Asomtavruli O there is ", for Giorgi. It might

be a bit surprising that Giorgi III, the mighty king of the united Georgia,
placed Arabic legends and the name of a Caliph on his coins. Some scholars
think this should point to some sort of dependence on a part of the Georgian
king towards the Muslim ruler. However, this argument is largely flawed.
Such actions of Demetre I and Giorgi III were dictated mainly by economic
factors, since the Georgian money had to reach the Middle Eastern markets,
and Arabic legends and name of a Caliph on them would undoubtedly help
in it. Simultaneously the contents of the legend conveyed to the Muslim
world that Giorgi III was the “King of the Kings” and the “sword of the
Messiah”.

Obverse: ", — first Asomtavruli letter of the name Giorgi inside rosette made

up of waving lines and Arabic legend:
el b el slall dlle ¢ S 5
King of the Kings Giorgi, sword of the Messiah.

Reverse: Arabic legend in waved rosette:
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al-Muktafi li-amr Allah (1136-1160), ruler of the believers.

These coins were issued in 1156-1160.

Simultaneously with the “irregularly” struck coins, Giorgi III started
issuing round shape coins (Coins of Giorgi III — king with falcon on hand).
For the first time in the Georgian numismatics Mkhedruli inscription was
placed on the money of Giorgi III. Apart from this, there is also date which
had not been placed on the coins since the beginning of the 11" c. However,

this date was given in Georgian K’oronikon.

Obverse: Giorgi III in Asian-Byzantine dress. Seated cross-legged, facing. His
left (sometimes right) hand rests on his thigh, on another hand up lifted sits

a falcon. King wears stemma. Georgian Mkhedruli letters for the name of

Giorgi (a0, sometimes monogram of "1 is added to it) and Asomtavruli

legend +J9PY0, in the K’oronikon 394 (=1174).

Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:
L) el
S ohand (0 (S ,sS

King of the Kings Giorgi, son of Demetre, sword of the Messiah.

In 1178 Giorgi III made his daughter Tamar co-ruler. Most probably,
the below “irregular” copper coin (Coins of Giorgi III and Tamar) belong to
their joint rule. These coins represent an exception in the Georgian
numismatics as there are only Georgian legends placed on them. The coins
should have been struck between 1178 and 1184.

Obverse: In the centre of an ornamented hexagonal rosette two

Asomtavruli letters "1 (Giorgi). Asomtavruli legend outside rosette:

CS1/OR/NR/GP/3PTT May God exalt King of the Kings.
Reverse: In the centre of rosette the first letter of the name Tamar or

various abbreviations of her name — G, hdd,, (hd. Asomtavruli legend

outside rosette: COO/RNR/FPT/OT/B"/6Q/1May God exalt king and

queen.

From 1184 onwards Tamar is a sole ruler (Coins of queen Tamar

with her signature).
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Obverse: Signature of Tamar in the centre of a wreathed frame. Asomtavruli
marginal legend: +LEBTGCNGT THRTSOT T RCGEOL1CAL+BRYb In the

name of God, this silver piece was struck in the K’orornikon 407 (=1187).
Reverse: Arabic legend in five lines:

Aadaa ol A<Ll)

Crall 5 Laall JSla

SosS Gy

o el

o il 4l e

The great queen, glory of the world and faith, Tamar, daughter of Giorgi,
champion of the Messiah, may God increase her victories. Circle around and
marginal Arabic legend:

LU Al g LU 3a g LedDla A Caclia

May God increase her glory, and lengthen her shadow, and strengthen her
prosperity.

The above coins are interesting for several reasons. First of all, such
a grand Arabic legend had not been placed on any Georgian coin. One can
tell through the contents of this legend how powerful Georgia was by the

<

time. Secondly, the legend on a copper coin “... this silver piece was struck”
probably shows details of the so-called “silver famine”. The K’oronikon 430
(=1210) was placed on another variant. It should be noted that the above-
given coins exist in their thousands.

The below “irregularly” struck copper coin (Coins with the legend

“Tamar the queen”) is unique and was part of M. Baratashvili’s collection.

Obverse: Three Asomtavruli letters in a frame made up of five
semicircles: (hO, Tamar the queen. Cross above.

Reverse: Large dots.

In 1188 queen Tamar married David Soslan and the below copper
coins of “regular” shape (Coins of Tamar and David with the “Bagrationi

family badge”) belong to them. These coins reached us in large numbers.

The weights range from 4 gr. to 10 gr.

Obverse: Specific badge in the centre — — which D. Kapanadze thinks to be
the “Bargrationi family badge”. To the left and right Asomtavruli letters for

the names of Tamar and David -(hdh and ©Gh. Above and below Asomtavruli
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letters 4844 in the K’oronikon 420 (=1200).

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

Gl A<l

Crall 5 Laall s

$osS A Ll

gl e

Queen of the Queens, glory of the world and faith, Tamar, daughter of

Giorgi, champion of the Messiah.

As to the sophisticated figure on the obverse of Tamar and David’s
coin, which D. Kapanadze thinks to be the Bagrationi family badge, its
significance was explained by a highly-reputated paleographer T. Barnaveli.
According to him, the badge includes a monogram consisting of Georgian
letters which represent Tamar’s and David’s names. Finally, we will touch
upon the date of Tamar’s death, since the numismatic data play an important
role in establishing the exact date of this event. Scholars propose different
dates for Tamar’s death. According to the numismatic data, the most
acceptable date is 1210. Tamar struck coins in 1210. There are also coins of
Giorgi IV dated by 1210 with the inscription “Giorgi, son of Tamar” and his
the same year issue, showing king in Imperial dress. Therefore the
conclusion is that Tamar died in 1210 and her son Giorgi IV ascended the
throne in the same year.

The “irregularly” struck copper coins of Giorgi IV (Coins of Giorgi
IV with the legend “Giorgi, son of Tamar”).

Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in the «centre of a  wreathed

frame: " 1d"1/GhdhLT Giorgi, son of Tamar. Marginal Asomtavruli legend:
+LEMB 1GRCNGT T+HRSTOTRCE®LTILHBLYD In the name of God, this

silver piece was struck in the K'oronikon 430 (=1210).

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

BRI

Crall 5 Laall JSla

el G (S eS

el alua

King of the Kings, glory of the world and faith, Giorgi, son of Tamar, sword
of the Messiah. Circle around. Persian legend outside the circle:

Lo (s (ora Jle )l 3l 025 | s 0l Ay s1ad ol

In the name of the most saint God this silver piece was struck in the year
430.
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It is an interesting detail that this “irregularly” struck money has a
Persian legend on it. There are original samples among the coins of Giorgi
IV. To these coins belongs the one with Tamar’s monogram on the obverse,
whereas on the reverse — the same legend as on the above-described coins.
D. Kapanadze explains this by the possiblity that the workers at the mint
confused the dies of the coins of Tamar and Giorgi dated by 1210.

The “regular” coins of Giorgi IV (Coins of Giorgi IV with the legend
“Of king Giorgi...lord of the Javakhs”) are known in smaller quantities. The
weights range from ex. 4,5 gr. to 6,5 gr.

Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in four lines: 471, 13/PLCGIHLIF/LTLT-
XCWEGQTT Of king Giorgi, son of Tamar, lord of the Javakhs.

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

?.L'.,.A\ Sl

cpall g aall Ja
Dkl (SoesS

The great king, glory of the world and faith, Giorgi, son of Tamar, sword of

the Messiah.

The numismatic activity of Tamar and Giorgi IV needs further
commentary: 1. Georgia loses accumulative habitus of monetary market. So,
should there be annual emissions? By this aspect, dates 1187 and 1210
oppose the logical economic situation. How should this divergence be
explained? In this specific aspect, USSR’s denomination of 1961 is a good
parallel. This means that Tamar’s coins were struck every year, but,
however, with older date placed on them; 2. Lasha, lord of the Javakhs, is
Tamar’s co-ruler and struck coins while she was still alive, in other words, in
1207-1209. A specific princely attribute points to Giorgi IV’s subordinate
position within the diarchy. In other diarchies too, for example, that of

David Ulugh and David Narin, only name of one ruler is placed on the coins;
3. coin with three Asomtavruli letters — GO — is explained as follows: this

money was impossible to be struck after 1187. Tamar married David Soslan
in 1188, i.e. this coin is actually the first and is the earliest numismatic
activity in her reign. The legend should be read as follows: Tamar the queen.
The issue took place in 1184-1186.

The unique copper coin of Giorgi IV (Coins of Giorgi IV - king in
Imperial dress). Weight — 5,6 gr.d=23/24 mm.
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Obverse: King standing, facing, wearing stemma, with labarum in his right
hand and anexikakia, a roll of parchment, wrapped in cloth and filled with

dust, a symbol of mortality, in left. Fragments of Asomtavruli legend to both
sides of the depiction: | 1d"1/Gd/L1/.../.../..."o Giorgi, son of Tamar ... 30, i.e.
in the K’oronikon 430 (=1210)

Reverse: Arabic legend in rosette made up of four leaves:
Al /g /Cu / A

in the year 606 (=1209/1210).
Second Arabic legend in segments between the leaves:

King of the Kings Giorgi, son of Tamar, sword of the Messiah. Circle around.

Rusudan’s reign was marked by the external pressures. Tbilisi was
occupied by Khwarazm shah Jalal al-Din. Rusudan fled to Kutaisi. These
invasions left an indelible trace on Georgian numismatics. It seems, Jalal al-
Din took hold of the state coffers, which he used to strike his own money.
Georgian coins were overstruck with a new die.

A new stage began in the history of the Georgian numismatics under
Rusudan’s rule and this was well exemplified by the following: 1) issue of the
so-called “irregular” coins was stopped; 2) issue of silver coins was renewed.
And now the description of the copper coin of Rusudan is presented.

The “regularly” struck copper coins of Rusudan. The weights range

from ex. 3,66 gr. to 9,49 gr.

Obverse: Asomtavruli letters (abbreviation) — LR — for Rusudan’s name in

the centre of an ornamented frame. Above, small-sized twisted sign, which,
according to Barnaveli, is Rusudan’s monogram. D. Kapanadze calls this
monogram the queen’s “signature”. Between the leaves of the frame
date +8R4Y3b in the K’oronikon 447 (=1227).

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

UL 5 & sLal ASLal)

Crall 5 Laall JSla

gl el Jlali iy s

o il 4 e

Queen of the Kings and Queens, glory of the world, kingdom and faith,
Rusudan, daughter of Tamar, champion of the Messiah, may God increase

her victories. Circle around.
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As to the above-described coins, it should be noted that, despite
their large numbers, the date on them is the same and corresponds to 1227.
This means that 1227 is the year of the establishment of this specific pattern,
and not the year of issue.

It is interesting to establish the place of issue of the above coins. Jalal
al-Din took Thbilisi first in March 1226. In the same year the Georgian
managed to retake the city and left it only in the end of 1227. Thus, the issue
of the coins dated by 1227 is very possible to have taken place at Tbilisi
mint.

As it was already said, for a long time in Georgia copper was used as
the only monetary metal. We presume that the temporary silver deficit was
impossible. We deal here with the Feudal society where it is absurd to
assume the lack of raw material. The following might have happened: on a
certain level of evolution, silver stocks in the Middle East became much
smaller in comparison with the whole amount of commodity. This caused
extremely strong purchasing power of the currency. If normal order of social
distribution was to be maintained, silver coin weight had to be lowered to
the point when problems could arise following its circulation. Very
diminished in weight silver unit is the same as copper one according to ratio.
So, credit money was founded. And what happened to the stocks of
currency? The particular concentration of the hands in ferrous metallurgy
and agriculture required certain restrictions in non-ferrous metallurgy.
Technological difficulties of silver reception transferred already limited
hands to copper to maintain more or less prominent output of non-ferrous
metallurgy. Asia strained every nerve to catch Europe. Georgia responded to
the problem of Asian neighbours with the credit autoprotectionism.
Oriental legends are the indicators of involvement into the Asian credit
system. From Demetre I till the monetary reform in the reign of Rusudan
the so-called “irregular” copper coins were issued. The last technical novelty:

1. saves expenses and hands; 2. is a sign of credit category.
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Imported coins

found in Georgia

Circulation of the 12 c.-early 13 c. foreign coins in Georgia.

1. 133 Georgian and foreign copper coins were found during archaeological
excavations in Tbilisi, near 300 Aragveli garden (“Ganjis Kari”), in 1948-49
in a pocket or purse of a dead man. Among the coins there was one sample of
Shirwanshah Manuchehr I Kesranid (12 c.).

2. A hoard of 1460 copper coins was found in 1961 in Nichbisi village
(Mtskheta district). The chronological frame of the hoard is 12% c.-first
quarter of the 13™ c. The hoard contains both Georgian and Oriental coins,
including 19 samples from Shirwan. Two of them belong to Fariborz II ibn
Afridun (1187/88-1203/04), whereas 17 — to Garshasp ibn Farrokhzad
(1203/04-1224).

3. A small worn copper coin (date is unknown) was found in Beruantkari
village (Dusheti district). According to Evg. Pakhomov, the coin belongs to
the second dynasty of the Shirwanshahs — the Kesranids.

4. Four copper coins were found during archaeological excavations in 1956-
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1957 in Thilisi, at Erekle II's square and Shavteli ascent. The coins belong to
the Shirwanshah Kesranids. However, it is impossible to make more
detailed attribution.

5. A large hoard of copper coins was found in 1937 in Patara Lilo village
(Gardabani district). The chronological frame of the hoard is the second half
of the 12% c.-first quarter of the 13* c. Along with the Georgian money
there are also foreign coins, including 2 pieces, which are dated by 12% c.
and belong to the emirs of Derbent.

6. In the above-mentioned hoard of Nichbisi (see N°2) there is one coin,
which belongs to the emir of Derbent — Muzaphar ibn Muhammad ibn
Khaliphe.

7. Rich numismatic collection was assembled during a number of
archaeological excavations in Tbilisi. As a result of the examination of this
collection there were identified two silver coins, probably struck at Derbent
and dated by the 12 c.

8. A rich numismatic collection was unearthed during Rustavi archaeological
excavations in 1949-50, 1959-62, 1965, 1972-75. In the collection five copper
coins were found which had been struck at Derbent. All of the five samples
are badly preserved thus rendering their precise attribution impossible.

9. Copper coins of the emirs of Derbent were found along with other coins
during Dmanisi archaeological excavations. However, it is impossible to tell
the exact number because the coins are badly preseved.

10. A hoard of the 12%-13® cc. Georgian and Oriental coins was found in
Dighomi village in 1955. The hoard consisted of 474 samples including one
copper coin struck at Derbent.

11. A hoard of the 12%-13®" cc. Georgian and Oriental coins was found in
Sagarejo district in 1934. The hoard included five coins struck at Derbent.

12. The hoard from Patara Lilo (see Ne5) had 15 copper coins of the
Ildegizids. The chronological frame for the coins is 1186-1225.

13. A large hoard of 12%-13% cc. copper coins was accidentally found in
Thilisi (Krtsanisi) in 1935. The hoard consisted of Georgian, Oriental and
Byzantine coins. There were also three copper coins struck in the name of
atabeg Abu Bakr (1195-1210).

14. A hoard of copper coins was found in Tbilisi in 1940, near Narikala.
Along with the Georgian money and the coins of Jalal al-Din, there were
also 2 copper coins of the Ildegizids. It seems, they belong to Abu Bakr.

15. A large hoard of copper coins was found in Tbilisi (Avlabari) in 1936.
The hoard mainly consisted of the 12%-13® cc. Georgian coins. There was

also one copper coin of the Ildegizids, namely of atabeg Uzbek (1210-1225).
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16. A hoard found at “Ganjis Kari” (see Ne1) included also 35 copper coins of
the Ildegizids dated by the 12-13 cc.

17. A hoard of the 12-13% cc. Georgian coins was found in the early 1900s
near Signaghi. The hoard also has some copper coins (exact number is
unknown) of the Ildegizids.

18. In a hoard of the 12%-13% cc. Georgian coins found in Tskneti in 1936
there were 8 copper coins of the Ildegizids.

19. A hoard of the 12%-13" cc. Georgian coins was found at Muslim
cemetery (near Botanic Garden) in 1917. There were some synchronous
copper coins of the Ildegizids.

20. In the hoard of Nichbisi (see N°2) there was one copper coin of the
Ildegizids.

21. A hoard found in Sagarejo district (see N°11) contained several copper
coins of the Ildegizids.

22. Seven 12%-13 cc. copper coins of the Ildegizids were found in 1936-37
during Dmanisi archaeological excavations.

23. Five 12%-13% cc. copper coins of the Ildegizids were found during
Rustavi archaeological excavations.

24. Several identical coins were found during the construction of a
hydroelectric station at Mtkvari river.

25. A hoard found in Avlabari (see N°15) contained one copper coin, which
belongs to the Seljuk sultan of Rum, Kaykaus I (1210-1219).

26. There was a silver coin in a hoard of “Ganjis Kari” (see Nel), which
belongs to the sultan of Rum Kaykubad I (1219-1231).

27. One coin of the Seljuks of Rum was in a hoard found in Patara Lilo (see
Ne5).

28. Identical coin was in a hoard found in Dighomi village (see N°10).

29. It seems that the silver coins of the Seljuks of Rum were part of the
hoard found in Sagarejo district (see N°11).
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Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®-14® cc.

Type Silver coins of Rusudan with the effigy of Christ

Description, Silver.

picture The weights range from 1,25 to 1,30 gr. (half drama), from 2,35 to 2,70 gr.
(drama).
d=17-22 mm.
Obverse: Bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus, pallium and colobium and
raising right hand in benediction, holds ornamented book of Gospels in left
hand. Greek legend: IC XC. Marginal Georgian Asomtavruli legend:
LCETO1GTNGTL1GT1STOTHYRA, in the name of God, was struck in the
K’oronikon 450 (=1230).
Reverse: In the centre of an ornamented frame, which is reminiscent of a
badge depicted on queen Tamar’s coin dated by 1200 (T. Barnaveli thinks it
is a “spearhead-like figure”), three Asomtavruli letters JLR, i.e Rusudan.
Marginal legend:
comsall el Ll iy Glawgy cpall s Liall Pla KL ASLe
Queen of the Queens, glory of the world and faith, Rusudan, daughter of
Tamar, champion of the Messiah.

Mint Tskhumi (7).

Nominal Half drama, drama.

Date 1230.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeN°262-
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266, QF. NeNe269-270, QF. NeNe1988-92, QF. NeNe2005-2007, QF. Ne4199,
QF. NeNe4200-4008, QF. NeNe4216-4219, QF. Ne7804; Hermitage — 39

samples; Rustavi Historical Museum — 3 samples.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13%-14% cc.
Type Subgroup — David Narin’s copper coins with one Asomtavruli letter
inscribed into another
Description, Copper.
picture Weight: ex. 6,46 gr., 7,02 gr.
d~25-28 mm.
Obverse: In the centre, Asomtavruli &b inscribed into O, i.e. David. Persian
inscription around it:
lla 3 gla lea ol sany I8
Slave of Qa’an, of the ruler of the world, David the king.
Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:
e
oilad
FIRTEWS
Al (e LG Y
In the city of Dmanisi, may God perpetuate it, (in the year) 642 (=1244/45).
Other samples have 645 (=1247/48) and Thilisi as a mint.
Mint Dmanisi, Tbilisi.
Nominal Copper. ex. 6,46 gr., 7,02 gr.
Date 1244/45, 1247/48.
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Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°272,
QF. Ne275, QF. NeNe277-78, QF. Ne283, QF. Ne2024, QF. Ne2884, QF.
NeNe4228-4230; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia.) Ne6943, GF. N6952, N°7791, N°7793, N°10962,
NeNe 12042-12044.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®-14% cc.

Type Silver coins of David Narin with the depiction of a horseman

Description, Drama.

picture The weights range from 2,4 to 2,7 gr.

d=20-23 mm.

Obverse: The king on horseback, right. Above, right, royal monogram
meaning David, and Georgian Asomtavruli letters +040b for the
K’oronikon 467 (=1247). Above, left, six-pointed star.
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Reverse: Persian legend in four lines:

A3 5 44y

ERPIPY

edly (I8

élla agla

By the power of God, slave of Kuyuk (or Guyuk) Qa’an’s rule — king David.
At right:

ol @

Struck at Thilisi.

Mint

Thilisi.

Nominal

Drama.

Date

1247.

Collection

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne2040,
QF. N22042, QF. N°eN22046-2047, QF. N°2049, QF. N°4249, QF. Ne4252, QF.
Ne4254, QF. Ne4450; Hermitage — several samples; Rustavi Historical

Museum — 1 sample.

Group

Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®:-14 cc.

Type

Subgroup - Silver issues of 1252-1255 of David Ulugh “Bagrationi”

Description,

picture

Drama.
Weight=~2,73 gr.
d=22/23-23/24 mm.
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Obverse: Arabic legend in four lines:
e agla

SosS o

AR

ol s o

King David, son of Giorgi, Bagrationi. Struck at Tbilisi.

Reverse: Persian legend in four lines:

RGP

ALa 3 Jud

Q8 Saa Gles

Cpeed A Al

With God’s power, by the will of Mangu Qa’an, in the year 650 (=1252/53).
Other samples have 651 and 652.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Drama.

Date 1252-1255.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°290,
QF. N°2071, QF. NeNe2076-2079, QF. Ne2082, QF. Ne2085, QF. NeNe2880-
2881, QF. Ne3219, QF. Ne3808, QF. N04255-4257; GF. (Fund of Treasury,

Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne11157.
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Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®-14® cc.
Type Copper coins of David Ulugh with the depiction of a horseman.
Description, Copper.
picture The weights range from 1,5 to 3,5 gr.
d=20-24 mm.
Obverse: Crowned figure of a horseman to the right. To both sides of the
effigy — Asomtavruli © and (G, i.e. David.
Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:
ERRPER]
ESTCEE
el sl
King of the Kings David, son of Giorgi, sword of the Messiah.
Mint Unknown.
Nominal Copper. 1,5-3,5 gr.
Date 1247-1270.
Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe291-
297, QF. NeNe2052-2068, QF. NeNe2881-2883, QF. Ne3161, QF. Ne3772, QF.
NeNe4258-4262; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia.) Ne6963, GF. N°12953, GF. N°13063; Hermitage

— several samples.
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Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®-14® cc.

Type Copper coins of Demetre II with the “Bagrationi family badge”

Description, Copper.

picture The weights range from 1,45 to 3,20 gr.
d=16/17-23/26 mm.
Obverse: Ornamented frame, much reminiscent of the one on Rusudan’s
copper coins. In the centre, Asomtavruli 1 is inscribed into Asomtavruli O,
i.e. Demetre; out, differently placed, Georgian legends: 3P (king) or dPG
(King of the Kings), and in some cases — @, i.e. K’oronikon 500 (=1280). One
sample has K’oronikon 506 (=1286).
Reverse: In the centre, the same badge as on David’s and Tamar’s coin (D.
Kapanadze calls it “Bagrationi family badge”). Around border of the dots,
Christian prayer in Asomtavruli: "|'hPdL dCd1 &1 BT Lb1 P11, i.e. We
believe in the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Mint Thilisi (?).

Nominal Copper. 1,45-3,20 gr.

Date 1280-1286.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeN2298-
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301, QF. Ne1591, QF. NeNe2254-2257, QF. NeNe2259-2274, QF. Ne3450; GF.
(Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia.) N°10964, GF. Ne11412, GF. NeNe11502-11504, GF. Ne12130;

Hermitage — 10 samples.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®-14® cc.
Type Subgroup - Silver coins of David VIII with the Christian prayer
Description, Drama.
picture Weight=~2,44 gr.
d=20-22 mm.

Obverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

e.Ln.c\ auﬂ:\

d gana uUaL.n

A oo

aSle il als

The most mighty king, sultan Mahmud Ghazan Khan, may God perpetuate

his reign.

Reverse: Area within square of dots, Christian prayer in four lines in Arabic
(as on the Georgian-Hulaguid coins):

Y s

o5 o

oY1 pedl)

aa 9

In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God.
Instead of cross, Georgian legend: 390, i.e. king David.
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The segments between square and outer circle contain date formula,
which is A.H. 696 (=1296/97). According to the months given on the coins,
it became clear that their issue continued for four months (seventh, eighth,
ninth, tenth) of A.H. 696, which corresponds to April-July period of 1297.

Mint Thilisi (7).

Nominal Drama.

Date 1297.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°302,
QF. NeNe2276-2282, QF. Ne2915; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.) NeNe5427-5548, GF.
NeNe10107-10108, GF. Ne10110; Hermitage — 4 samples.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13%-14% cc.

Type Copper coins of David VIII with the “Bagrationi family badge”

Description, Copper.

picture Weight=~1,77 gr.
d=17/18 mm.
Obverse: In the centre of an ornamented frame Asomtavruli letter (h
inscribed into O, i.e. David. Out, Georgian legend: 3P3Q, i.e. King of the
Kings. Sometimes below P'b, i.e. K’oronikon 530 (=1310).
Reverse: Finely depicted “Bagrationi family badge” with the Christian prayer
in Asmotavruli: ""hPdL dTd1 &1 6T L1 P, i.e. We believe in the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Left and right to this badge sometimes is
placed +8 @b, i.e. K’oronikon 530 (= 1310).

Mint Zhinvali or Stepantsminda.

Nominal Copper. =1,77 gr.

Date 1310.
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Collection

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia)
NeNe2283-2301, QF. Ne3098, QF. NeNe4591-4594; GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.) N°554, GF.
NeNe11506-11507, GF. NeNe11710-11717, GF. Ne12140, GF. NeNe12684-12686.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®2-14 cc.

Type Subgroup — Coins of Vakhtang III with the Christian prayer
Description, Silver (drama). Weight~2,23 gr.

picture Copper. Weight=1,57 gr.

d=21-22 mm.

Obverse: Uighur legend in four lines:

Struck by Ghazan in the name of Qa’an.

Reverse: Area within linear square:
In centre, cross within linear circle and a Christian prayer in Arabic around
Cross:

Y s
o5 o
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oY eadll
JA‘J
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. There are two

monograms read as "R, 3P, i.e. king Vakhtang. Between square and outer

circle a date in Arabic: struck in the year 698 (=1298/99) and one of the

months of the coin’s issue. There are other dates too.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Silver (drama). 2,23 gr. Copper. =1,57 gr.

Date 1297/98-1299/1300.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe303-
305, QF. NeNe2302-2315, QF. Ne2920, QF. NeNe4563-4565, QF. NeNe4581-
4582; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia.) NeNe12267-12269; Hermitage — 6 samples.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®2-14 cc.

Type Subgroup — Copper coins of Vakhtang III with the monograms

Description, Copper.

picture The weights range from 1,35 to 2,4 gr.

d=17/18-18/21 mm.

Obverse: Arabic legend in three lines:

a\.ﬁaj\,}

QoA U

aSle ala J)Aia

The most mighty king, Ghazan Mahmud, may God perpetuate his reign.

Under the third line two Asomtavruli monograms which are read as "hR"l,

d@®, i.e. king Vakhtang.
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Reverse: Area in square within circle of the dots and Arabic legend in three

lines:
NP
oas ¢ i
Al ,ay

There is no god, but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Obverse. Arabic legend in four lines:

o Gl

Sl 5 Laall Gl

dasa sabad

aSLe i ala

The most mighty sultan, Ghiyath al-Dunya wa’l-Din, Khudabandeh
Muhammad, may God perpetuate his reign.

The legend is placed within a linear square. Out, an unreadable inscription.

Reverse. Arabic legend in four lines:

¥l

YAl

RV EWY

A J gy

There is no god, but Allah alone, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Below the monogram composed of three Asomtavruli letters "hR", i.e.

Vakhtang.

Mint Thilisi (?).

Nominal Copper. 1,35-2,4 gr.

Date 1297-1304; 1304-1308.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia)
NeNe4588-4590; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia.) Ne12028, GF. Ne12703, GF. Ne12705, GF.
NeNe12715-12717.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®-14® cc.

Type Coins of Giorgi VII with the “depiction of an open eye”

Description, Silver. The weights range from 0,85 to 0,99 gr.

picture d~14/15-16 mm.
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Obverse: Large dot in the centre. Unreadable signs to both sides of it, which
more resemble the inverted formula “to the god” in Arabic. This, placed

within the pointed oval, creates a figure of a man’s open eye. At the ends of
the coin, Asomtavruli legend: 3"1P"1G/adP1 "1,i.e. King of the Kings
Giorgi.

Reverse: Distorted Arabic legend (Sunni religious formula).

Obverse: Man’s open eye. Large Asomtavruli letters in the centre: d and P,

i.e. king. Outside the frame waving lines and several dots.

Reverse: Distorted Arabic legend in three lines (Sunni religious formula).

Obverse: Large dot in the centre with each dot to both sides of it, all placed
within pointed oval. Waving lines and each dot at the top and the bottom.

All this placed within double circle: one border of dots, another - linear.

Reverse: Distorted Arabic legend in three lines (Sunni religious formula)

placed within the identical circles as on the obverse.

Mint Thilisi (?).

Nominal Silver. 0,85-0,99 gr.

Date 1393-1407.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian

Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°2961,
QF. N23230; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia.) N°1198, GF. Ne1202.
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Group

Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13®-14 cc.

Type Subgroup — Silver coins of Giorgi VII and Ahmad Jala’ir
Description, Silver. The weights range from 0,57 to 0,80 gr.
picture d=13/16-16/17.

Obverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

Otdalas

Sk A 2eal

S e el

ol @

Sultan Ahmad, may his reign be perpetuated, victorious king Giorgi.
Struck at Tbilisi.

Reverse: Arabic legend within double linear square, with the linear circle
and the circle of the dots around it:

YAl y

£

dada

A J g

There is no god but Allah alone, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Between the square and circle name of the four Caliphs.
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Obverse: Arabic legend in two lines:
Ol @

S e el

Struck at Tbilisi. Victorious king Giorgi.

Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:
otdala

daa

BEN

Sultan Ahmad Khan.

Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in two lines placed within square with linear

circle around it: 3PGIPT/ 1, i.e. King of the Kings Giorgi.

Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:

odals
EVEN
BES
Sultan Ahmad Khan.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Silver. 0,57-0,80 gr.

Date End of the 14th c.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°574,
QF. Ne583, QF. NeNe2393-2394, QF. Ne3100; GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.) NeNe945-1121,
GF. Ne1204.

Scholarly In 1222-1245 queen Tamar’s daughter Rusudan ruled in Georgia. It

commentary turned out to be an unfortunate reign. First, Georgia was invaded by Jalal al-

Din and then — by the Mongols.

A new stage began in the history of the Georgian numismatics under
Rusudan’s rule and this was well exemplified by the following: 1) issue of the
so-called irregular coins was stopped; 2) issue of silver coins was renewed.
However, this was not only the Georgian novelty. Just like the “silver
famine” in the Middle East, this process was on a global scale.

According to the composition, Rusudan’s silver coins (Silver coins of
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Rusudan with the effigy of Christ) are close to the Byzantine money and
have the same weight as synchronous dirhems (weights range from 2,35 to
2,70 gr.).

Obverse: Bust of Christ facing, wearing nimbus, pallium and colobium and
raising right hand in benediction, holds ornamented book of Gospels in left

hand. Greek legend: IC XC. Marginal Georgian Asomtavruli legend:
LCETB1GTNGILIGTISTSTHYR, in the name of God, was struck in the
K’oronikon 450 (=1230).

Reverse: In the centre of an ornamented frame, which is reminiscent of a
badge depicted on queen Tamar’s coin dated by 1200 (T. Barnaveli thinks it
is a “spearhead-like figure”), three Asomtavruli letters JUR, i.e Rusudan.
Marginal legend:

o) el Ll iy oy cpall s Liall s cASL AL

Queen of the Queens, glory of the world and faith, Rusudan, daughter of

Tamar, champion of the Messiah.

Christ’s bust is borrowed from the nomisma of the Byzantine
Emperor Nicephorus III Botaneiates (1078-1081). This explains the fact that
in Georgian charters Rusudan’s dramas are referred to as “Botinati” or
“Botinauri”. Sometimes they are called ‘Tskhumuri tetri’ (here tetri is a
counting unit). It was suggested that Rusudan’s silver money was struck in
Tskhumi (Sokhumi). Indeed, Tbilisi at this time was occupied by Jalal al-Din.

Various variants of these coins differ from each another by some
peculiar features.

In the scholarly literature the described silver coins are referred to as
dramas. Rarer is half drama of which only two samples are known (with
smaller size and weight (1,25-1,30 gr.)). There are no marginal legends on
these coins.

After Jalal al-Din Georgia fell under the Mongol overlordship.

The changed political situation left an indelible trace on Georgian
numismatics. Both, the face of money and the legends drastically changed.
The Georgrian coins of the time reflect a difficult political situation of the
13%-14t cc.

The coins struck after Rusudan’s reign are divided into two groups: 1.
Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13%-14% cc.; 2. Mongol occupation coins.

For the moment, we will discuss only the coins of the Georgian kings.

In A.H. 642 (=1244/45), when a Mongol silver coin in the name of

Ulus(h) Bek was struck in Tbilisi mint, the mint in Dmanisi issued Georgian
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copper coin with the name of David (David Narin’s copper coins with one

Asomtavruli letter inscribed into another).

Obverse: In the centre, Asomtavruli (b inscribed into O, i.e. David. Persian
inscription around it:

Glla 2 gl Gl ol o2y 8

Slave of Qa’an, of the ruler of the world, David the king.

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

ouilad
Al jec
In the city of Dmanisi, may God perpetuate it, (in the year) 642 (=1244/45).

The K'oronikon 465 (=1245) is often put at the lower part of the
obverse of this coin. This date is sometimes also placed in the fifth line on
the reverse of the same coin.

This coin attests to the existence of an up-to-then unknown mint in
Dmanisi.

When a copper coin was struck in 1244/45 in Dmanisi in the name of
David Narin, the king was not in Georgia, but — in Karakorum, where he was
sent to be confirmed as king.

In 1247 the Mongols simultaneously confirmed two claimants to the
Georgian throne: David, son of Giorgi Lasha — elder, or Ulugh; and David,
son of Rusudan — younger, or Narin. Both Davids returned to Georgia in
1247.

After three years from the issue of the Dmanisi coin, in A.H. 645
(=1247/48) copper coins were struck in the name of David Narin in Tbilisi
mint, but without the K’oronikon. This coin is identical to the copper coin
from Dmanisi with two exceptions of having a different place of issue and a
different date (A.H. 645).

The money which had been out of circulation was used for striking of
David Narin’s copper coins. Some details of Rusudan’s coins are sometimes
visible under the die of David Narin. This explains as to why there was such
a significant weights’ range in David Narin’s copper coins.

In 1247 at Tbilisi mint silver coins were struck in the name of David
Narin (Silver coins of David Narin with the depiction of a horseman) with

weights ranging from 2,4 to 2,7 gr.

Obverse: The king on horseback, right. Above, right, royal monogram
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meaning David, and Georgian Asomtavruli letters +$840b for the

K’oronikon 467 (=1247). Above, left, six-pointed star.

Reverse: Persian legend in four lines:

124 3 4

SR

sdby (I8

e agla

By the power of God, slave of Kuyuk (or Guyuk) Qa’an’s rule — king David.
At right:

ol @

Struck at Tbilisi.

The depiction of a horseman on the coins struck in Georgia first
appeared in A.H. 642 on Ulus(h) Bek’s money and afterwards — on David
Narin’s coins. It is a copy of a horseman depicted on the 12 c. Seljuk coins.
This, in turn, attests to close contacts existing between Georgia and the
sultanate of Rum.

Also at Thilisi, rare silver coins of David Narin’s co-ruler David Ulugh
were struck in A.H. 650, 651 and 652 (Silver issues of 1252-1255 of David
Ulugh “Bagrationi”). It should be noted, however, that the Georgian legends
on the coins disappear and the coins, overall, began to resemble Seljuk

dirhems (weight=2,73 gr.).

Obverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

Slla agla

oS G

Sl

Ol oy

King David, son of Giorgi, Bagrationi. Struck at Tbilisi.

Reverse: Persian legend in four lines:

1Ak s 4y

AL AL Jusly

Q8 Sae Oles

Csed A dlas

With God’s power, by the will of Mangu Qa’an, in the year 650 (=1252/53).
Perhaps, rare copper coins too should be attributed to David Ulugh

(Copper coins of David Ulugh with the depiction of a horseman). Their

description is as follows:

Obverse: Crowned figure of a horseman to the right. To both sides of the
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effigy — Asomtavruli O and (, i.e. David.
Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:
ERRREIN

TSR

King of the Kings David, son of Giorgi, sword of the Messiah.

The exact attribution of the coin is widely discussed. Some scholars
think the coin should have been struck by David IV (1089-1125). The
majority, however, attribute it to David Ulugh, because the coin is the exact
imitation of the iconography of the copper money of Seljuk Kaikhusrau I
(1192-1200) of Rum. Therefore, its emission was impossible by David IV.

When David Ulugh died in 1270, the ga’an confirmed his young son
Demetre II (1270-1289) as king of East Georgia. From 1280 onwards,
simultaneously with the Mongol occupation coins, Demetre II struck money
with national features (Copper coins of Demetre II with the “Bagrationi

family badge”).

Obverse; Ornamented frame, much reminiscent of the one on Rusudan’s

copper coins. In the centre, Asomtavruli is inscribed into Asomtavruli O,
i.e. Demetre; out, differently placed, Georgian legends: 39 (king)

or 3PG (King of the Kings), and in some cases — P, i.e. K’oronikon 500
(=1280).
Reverse: In the centre, the same badge as on David’s and Tamar’s coin (D.

Kapanadze calls it “Bagrationi family badge”). Around border of the dots,
Christian prayer in Asomtavruli: "hPdL dTd1 &1 OTC Lbl Pl i.e. We
believe in the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

The prayer placed on Demetre II's copper coin with Georgian legend
is almost identical to the one on Georgian-Hulaguid dirhems which attests to
their synchronism. There is a large number of variants of this monetary
type. Also, it should be said, there exists one sample with the K’'oronikon 506
(=1286) (the coin is kept at Telavi Historical Museum).

The weights of Demetre II's copper coins range from 1,45 to 3,20 gr.

In 1292 the Il-khan Gaikhatu confirmed Demetre II's son David VIII
(1293-1311) as king over East Georgia. In the first years of his reign relations
between East Georgia and the Il-khanate were stable. However, when in the

succession battle for the Il1-khanate, Ghazan defeated Baidu (1295), who was
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supported by David VIII, relations between the countries soared. But to
avoid David VIII allying himself with the Golden Horde, the khan
conducted very cautious policies towards the Georgian king.

David VIII in various years struck silver as well as copper coins. The
description of the silver coins (Silver coins of David VIII with the Christian

prayer) is as follows:

Obverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

abie ) oLty

3 gana lals

Ol oo

4SSl bl als

The most mighty king, sultan Mahmud Ghazan Khan, may God perpetuate
his reign.

Reverse: Area within square of dots, Christian prayer in four lines in Arabic
(as on the Georgian-Hulaguid coins):

Y aa

zoos oYl

oY) il

aal g

In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God.
Instead of cross, Georgian legend: 3P0, i.e. king David. The segments

between square and outer circle contain date formula, which is A.-H. 696
(=1296/97). According to the months given on the coins, it became clear that
their issue continued for four months (seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth) of A.H.

696, which corresponds to April-July period of 1297.

Average weight — 2,44 gr.

When the relations between Ghazan and David VIII finally
worsened, the latter fled to Mtiuleti or Khevi (in the mountains) from where
he continued his battle and monetary activities. In response, Ghazan Khan
confirmed as king of East Georgia David’s brother Vakhtang III, who also
struck coins. Although, these coins are of an earlier period than David VIII’s
copper ones, it is still preferable first to discuss latter’s money. It is worth
noting that David VIII's copper coins are almost analogous with Demetre II’s
money, with the only difference that they are of smaller size and weight

(Copper coins of David VIII with the “Bagrationi family badge”).

Obverse: In the centre of an ornamented frame Asomtavruli letter Gh
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inscribed into O, i.e. David. Out, Georgian legend: 3P3Q, i.e. King of the
Kings. Sometimes below P'b, i.e. K’oronikon 530 (=1310).

Reverse: Finely depicted “Bagrationi family badge” with the Christian prayer
in Asmotavruli: "|"hHPdL dCTd1 &1 6T L1 R, i.e. We believe in the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Left and right to this badge sometimes is
placed +8 P, i.e. K’'oronikon 530 (= 1310).

Thus, on some of the coins date is placed on obverse, on others — on
reverse. We also encounter those pieces which do not have any date.

Very important is to pinpoint the exact place where David was
issuing his coins, thereby confirming the existence of yet another mint in
Georgia. Unfortunately, the coins do not bear any sign of the place of issue,
but, undoubtedly, the mint should have been either in Zhinvali or
Stepantsminda (according to T. Lomouri).

Thus, David VIII's silver coins were struck in 1297, copper coins — in
1310. The gap between these two periods is filled with David’s brother
Vakhtang III's emissions. According to the chronology, accepted in the
Georgian historiography, he reigned in 1302-1308, but as it will be shown
below, this date needs some corrections. Vakhtang III, like his brother,
struck silver and copper coins. Silver coins resemble a Georgian-Hulaguid
dirhem, but still, however, represent the latter’s variant (Coins of Vakhtang

IIT with the Christian prayer).

Obverse: Uighur legend in four lines:

Struck by Ghazan in the name of Qa’an.

Reverse: Area within linear square:

In centre, cross within linear circle and a Christian prayer in Arabic around
Cross:

<Y

Toos oY

oY il

aal g

In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. There are two
monograms read as "hR", 39, i.e. king Vakhtang. Between square and outer

circle a date in Arabic: struck in the year 698 (=1298/99) and one of the
months of the coin’s issue.
The silver coin of Vakhtang III struck in A.H. 699 (=1299/1300)

differs from the above coin only by one insignificant feature: dots or stars in
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quarters of cross.

Although, there is no mint indication on Vakhtang III’s silver coins
money, several coins still bear the legend: struck at Thbilisi.

The above coins represent an important historical source, since they
give a real date of Vakhtang III's accession to the throne. T. Lomouri, based
on the numismatic data, made corrections to the chronology of the Georgian
kings’ regnal years. According to Lomouri, since Vakhtang was already
mentioned as king on 1298/99 silver coin, he became king not in 1302, but
in 1298/99. Moreover, even this date should be re-examined, because Ts.
Ghvaberidze found a silver coin struck in A.H. 697 (=1297/98) in the name
of Vakhtang III, thus making 1297 as the date of his accession to the throne.

Analogous with Vakhtang III’s silver money are his copper coins,
although there is no date on the extant ones. Generally, his copper coins can
be dated by 1297-1304 (Vakhtang IIT ascended the throne in 1297, whereas
Ghazan Khan died in 1304).

Apart from that, there are also different copper coins (Copper coins of

Vakhtang III with the monograms) belonging to Vakhtang III.

Obverse: Arabic legend in three lines:

oldialy

QoA Ol

4k Al 3 gada

The most mighty king, Ghazan Mahmud, may God perpetuate his reign.

Under the third line two Asomtavruli monograms which are read as "hR"l,

dQ, i.e. king Vakhtang.

Reverse: Area in square within circle of the dots and Arabic legend in three

lines:

PP

ods 5 il

NPT

There is no god, but Allah alone, he has no associate.

Obverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

o Gl

Sl 5 Laall Gl

dasa sabad

aSLe i ala

The most mighty sultan, Ghiyath al-Dunya wa’l-Din, Khudabandeh
Muhammad, may God perpetuate his reign.

The legend is placed within a linear square. Out, an unreadable inscription.

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines:
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A

PURNINY

RVC WY

A J gy

There is no god, but Allah alone, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Below the monogram composed of three Asomtavruli letters "hR"l, i.e.

Vakhtang.

There is no date on the above coins. First issue should be dated by
1297-1304 (Vakhtang III became king in 1297, whereas Ghazan Qa’an died
in 1304); second issue — by 1304-1308 (Muhammad Khudabandeh (Uljaiti)
ascended the throne in 1304, whereas Vakhtang III died in 1308).

Next coin is similar to the second emission of the copper coins of

Vakhtang IIT with the monograms. The only difference between them is that
on this coin Vakhtang’s monogram is replaced with the letter ", which,

most probably, means Giorgi. According to the historical sources, such a
person indeed existed. This was David VIII's son Giorgi VI the Lesser, who
in 1309 was confirmed as king of East Georgia. Obviously, this coin refers to
him.

Chronologically, the above numismatic material should be followed
by the only two extant coins struck in the name of Il-khan Aba Sa‘id. There
is a standard Arabic inscription on the coins, and a seemingly Georgian
Mkhedruli letter 3 — “G” on the margin of the obverse.

During the reign of Il-khan Aba Sa‘id, it was Giorgi the Brilliant
(1318-1346) who ruled over Georgia, and it is very probable that the ,g"-
looking sign was a first letter of Giorgi’s name.

D. Kapanadze tried to introduce anonymous silver coins into
Georgian numismatics, which he attributes to the 2d half of the 14" c. by
virtue of their weight, size, fabric and other features. On some of those coins
there is a depiction of a bird, on others — lion, or a mountain goat. Arabic
legends are distorted. According to Kapanadze, on 2 or 3 coins with the
depiction of a mountain goat there is a marginal, barely extant, Asomtavruli
legend, which, it seems, includes the letters of Bagrat’s name. It is not
obvious, but if in the future it can be attested, the coins are to be attributed
to Bagrat V (1360-1393).

There are also several copper coins, which, possibly, were struck by
Bagrat V (weight=5,48 gr.).

Obverse: Asomtavruli 4 placed in the centre within the linear circle around.
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Asomtavruli legend in abbreviation around the circle reads as “in the name
of God”.

Reverse: Distorted Arabic legend in four lines.

The issue is subject to discussion and needs further analysis to
ascertain to which of the two Bagrats (Bagrat IV or Bagrat V) belong the
coins, because several analogous pieces were struck irregularly.

Rare silver coins (Coins of Giorgi VII with the “depiction of an open
eye”) which should be attributed to Giorgi VII (1393-1407) have the

description as follows:

Obverse: Large dot in the centre. Unreadable signs to both sides of it,
which more resemble the inverted formula “to the god” in Arabic. This,

placed within the pointed oval, creates a figure of a man’s open eye. At the
ends of the coin, Asomtavruli legend: 3T1P1G/3dPT 1, i.e. King of the
Kings Giorgi.

Reverse: Distorted Arabic legend (Sunni religious formula).

Obverse: Man’s open eye. Large Asomtavruli letters in the centre: d and @,

i.e. king. Outside the frame waving lines and several dots.
g g

Reverse: Distorted Arabic legend in three lines (Sunni religious formula).

Obverse: Large dot in the centre with each dot to both sides of it, all placed
within pointed oval. Waving lines and each dot at the top and the bottom.
All this placed within double circle: one border of dots, another - linear.

Reverse: Distorted Arabic legend in three lines (Sunni religious formula)

placed within the identical circles as on the obverse.

According to D. Kapanadze, the above coins belong to Giorgi V the
Brilliant (1318-1346). Today, however, they are attributed to Giorgi VIL.

First argument for such an attribution is the deposit period of the
hoards to which those coins belong. The hoard of Dusheti was buried after
1389/90, whereas the hoard from Ali — at the turn of the 14®"-15% cc.

The second argument is their weight. The average weight of the coins
is less than 1 gr. The weights of some of the coins kept at the National
Museum of Georgia range from 0,85 to 0,99 gr. and is close to the weight of
the coins struck in the name of Giorgi VII and Ahmad Jald’ir (the weights
range from 0,57 to 0,80 gr. For comparison, the weight of a double dirhem
struck at Thilisi in Giorgi V the Brilliant’s reign was 3,5 gr.).
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Among Giorgi VII's coins the most interesting are the ones from a
hoard found near Thbilisi in 1861. They were published by V. Langlois in the
same year. However, he did not read the legends correctly. These coins’
weights range from 0,57 to 0,80 gr. It should be emphasized that the first
scholar who thoroughly studied the coins, revealed Langlois’ erroneous
arguments, and set tight chronological limits for the coins was T. Lomouri.
In doing this, she was helped by the hoard found in 1925 in Ali village
(Khashuri district). The hoard contains 471 silver coins, out of which 249 are
those interesting for us (Silver coins of Giorgi VII and Ahmad Jala'ir) (the

attribution of the coins belongs to T. Lomouri). Here is the description:

Obverse: Arabic legend in four lines:

odals

Sk A& daal

S e dlle

ol 0y

Sultan Ahmad, may his reign be perpetuated, victorious king Giorgi.
Struck at Tbilisi.

Reverse: Arabic legend within double linear square, with the linear circle

and the circle of the dots around it:

Yy

Pl

e

A J g

There is no god but Allah alone, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Between the square and circle name of the four Caliphs.

249 coins from the hoard of Ali struck in the name of Giorgi VII and
Ahmad Jald’ir are not the same by their preservation and technical features.
Their smaller part (28 pieces) are “regular” coins with readable legends. 89
pieces are analogous with the the above 28 ones by the contents, but are,
however, of lower quality — legends are initially badly inscribed. The third
group, 74 pieces, should have derived from the latter group, but the legends
are put in mirror. The rest of the coins are worn and unreadable.

The above coins were struck in commemoration of Giorgi VII and
Ahmad Jala’ir’s victory over Tamerlane’s troops at Alinje fortress at the end
of the 14* c.

There are also rare coins synchronous to the above money.

Obverse: Arabic legend in two lines:
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ol 0y

S ke dlle

Struck at Tbilisi. Victorious king Giorgi.
Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:
odals

EVEN

oA

Sultan Ahmad Khan.

Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in two lines placed within square with linear
circle around it: 3PGIPT/ 1, i.e. King of the Kings Giorgi.

Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines:

Sultan Ahmad Khan.
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Group

Mongol occupation coins

Type Subgroup — Overstruck copper coins of Jalal al-Din

Description, Copper.

picture The weights range from 15,79 to 21,15 gr.
d~24-40 mm.
Obverse: Arabic legend in two lines within the linear circle: The mightiest
sultan.
Another Arabic legend around: This dirhem was struck in the year 623
(=1226).
Reverse: Legend in two lines in a linear circle: Jalal ad-Dunya wa’l-Din.
Another Arabic legend around: May God increase his glory, elongate his
shadow and strengthen his prosperity.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Copper. 15,79-21,15 gr.

Date 1226.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
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Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeN°216-
231, QF. NeNe1964-1976, QF. Ne2874, QF. NeNe3470-3475, QF. NeNe4190-
4195; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia) NeNe4589-4804, GF. NeNe6752-6753, GF. Ne6827, GF.
NeNe11569; Hermitage — 54 samples.

Group Mongol occupation coins

Type Anonymous dirhems with the depiction of bow

Description, Dirhem.

picture Weight~2,64 gr.
d=~22 mm.
Obverse: Arabic legend in a circle of the dots: Qa’an the just. Apart from
this, there is a date, A.H. 637 (=1239/40) and the place of issue — Tbilisi. The
depiction of a bow below the legend.
Reverse: Arabic legend in the centre: There is no god but Allah alone,
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Dirhem.

Date 1239/40.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°1573,
QF. NeNe2890-2895, QF. Ne3339, QF. NeNe4221-4225; GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne10102.

Group Mongol occupation coins

Type Dirhems of Ulus(h) Bek with the depiction of a hunting horseman

Description, Dirhem.

picture Weight~2,87 gr.

d=23 mm.
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Obverse: A riding horseman to the left, turns to the right with a bow in his
hands; behind, the depiction of stork; below the horse, the depiction of a
gun-dog. In some cases, the depiction of stork is replaced with a star or
Solomon’s seal, whereas the depiction of a dog — with an unknown
depiction, which can be regarded as either a reptile or a leaf ornament. On
other samples, struck at unknown mint, a riding horseman is to the right.
Above: in Turkish - (Ulugh) Mangil Ulus(th) Beg. There are two
interpretation of this legend: 1. Ulus(h) Beg in the name of Great Khan; 2.
Great Mongol Ulus(h) Beg.

Reverse: Arabic legend: There is no god but Allah alone, Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah. Struck at Tbilisi in the year 642 (=1244/45).

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Dirhem.

Date 1244/45.

Collection Hermitage — 2 samples; Collection of American Numismatic Society — 3
samples.

Group Mongol occupation coins

Type Anonymous dirhems with the depiction of six-pointed star

Description, Dirhem.

picture Weight — 2,61 gr.

d=21 mm.
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Obverse: A six-pointed star made of parallel lines. Arabic legend in the

centre of the star: Qa’an the just.

Reverse: Arabic religious formula in three lines: There is no god but Allah
alone, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. The legend is placed within a
rectangle frame with a linear circle around. Arabic legend in the segments

between the linear circle and the frame: Struck at Tbilisi in the year 643

(=1245/46).

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Dirhem.

Date 1245/46.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1 sample, QF. (Main Fund of the
Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) Ne3096.

Group Mongol occupation coins

Type Subgroup — Coins of Mangu Qa’an

Description, Silver (dirhem). Weight~2,62 gr.

picture Copper. The weights range from 2,05 to 4,58 gr.

d=23-30 mm.
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Obverse: Arabic legend in three lines in square within the circle: Mangu
Qa’an, the mightiest, the just. In segments between the square and the circle

the place of issue in Arabic — Thilisi.

Reverse: Arabic religious formula in three lines in a similar square within
the circle: There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate. In segments
between the square and the circle the date of issue in Arabic, which

contains not only the year, but month and in some cases — even a day.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Silver (dirhem). 2,62 gr. Copper. 2,05-4,58 gr.

Date 1254-1261.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe326-
338, QF. NeNe340-347, QF. Ne3163, QF. NeNe3243-3249, QF. NeNe4296-4301;
GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) NeN29085-9087, GF. Ne10122, GF. Ne11561; Hermitage — 2 samples.

Group Mongol occupation coins

Type Subgroup - “Qa’anic”

Description, Silver (dirhem). The weights range from 2,41 to 2,96 gr.

picture Copper. The weights range from 1,92 to 2,7 gr.

d=19-23 mm.
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Obverse: Six-pointed star, in the centre of which the Arabic legend in two

lines: Qa’an the just.

Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines in quadrangular frame within the
circle: There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate. In the segments
between the quadrangular frame and the circle in Arabic — the place (Tbilisi)

and date (year, month) of issue.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Silver (dirhem). 2,41-2,96 gr. Copper. 1,92-2,7 gr.

Date 1261-1280.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe382-
436, QF. NeNe2128-2151, QF. Ne2156, QF. NeNe2899-2904, QF. NeNe4328-
4471; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia) Ne1225, GF. NeNe11683-11689, GF. NeNe12278-12280,
GF. Ne12912, GF. Ne28203; Hermitage — several samples.

Group Mongol occupation coins

Type Subgroup — Georgian-Hulaguid coins

Description, Silver (dirhem). The weights range from 2,2 to 2,47 gr.

picture Copper. Weight=2,3.

d=20-23 mm.
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Obverse: Uighur legend in five lines which contains the names of the
following Il-khans: Abaqa (1265-1282), Ahmad (1282-1284), Arghun (1284-
1291), Gaikhatu (1291-1295) and Baidu (1295) (the legend is approximately
as follows: Struck by Ahmad in the name of Khaqan).

Reverse: Christian prayer in Arabic in four lines in square within the circle:
In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God. Also,
Christian emblem — cross. The date is placed in the segments between the

square and the circle.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Silver (dirhem). 2,2-2,47 gr. Copper. =2,3 gr.

Date 1281/82-1294/95.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe439-
442, QF. NeNe460-469, QF. Ne481, QF. NeNe2162-2174, QF. NeNe4472-4502,
QF. NeNe4516-4544; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon
Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe5354-5366, GF. NeNe11634-11637, GF.
NeNe12262-12263; Hermitage — several samples; National Museum of History
of Azerbaijan — several samples.

Group Mongol occupation coins

Type Subgroup — Post-reform issues of the Hulaguids

Description, Dirhem of Ghazan Khan.

picture The weights range from 2,1 to 2,23 gr.
d~22 mm.
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Obverse: Uighur legend in four lines within the linear circle and the circle
of the dots: With the power of heaven, struck by Ghazan. Ornament above
the legend. Between third and fourth lines in Arabic — Ghazan Mahmud. To
the left, vertical legend in Tibetan — Ghazan Mahmud.

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines within the ornamented pentagon: There
is no god, but Allah alone, struck at Tbilisi, Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah. Vertical legends to both sides — May god bless him. Date in segments
between the pentagon and the linear circle — A.H. 698 (=1298/99).
Ornament in one of the segments. Standard light dirhems were struck even
by the last Il-khans.

Mint Tbilisi, Akhaltsikhe.

Nominal Dirhem.

Date 1298/99-1301/1302.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia)
NeNe5131-5172, QF. Ne9361, QF. N¢9559; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne3489, GF. Ne3522, GF.
NeNe3653-3654, GF. Ne3725, GF. NeNe5194-5195.

Group Mongol occupation coins

Type Subgroup — Money of the Juchids

Description, Silver.

picture Weight=~1,01 gr.

d=10/14-15 mm.

259




Obverse: Arabic legend in two lines — Sultan the just, Jani Beg Khan. Linear

circle and a circle of the dots around.

Reverse: In six-petal rose in Arabic — Struck at Thilisi in the year 757

(=1356). Linear circle and a circle of the dots around.

Obverse: In Arabic — Sultan the just . . . Khan.

Reverse: In six-petal rose in Arabic — Struck at Thilisi in the year 757
(=1356).

Obverse: In Arabic — Sultan Berdi Beg Khan. Struck at Thilisi . . .

Reverse: In Arabic — There is no god, but Allah alone, Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah. Names of the four Orthodox Caliphs.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Silver. 1,01 gr.

Date 1356-1357.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 2 samples, QF. (Main Fund of the
Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) N°4795-4796; Hermitage — 1 sample.

Group Mongol occupation coins

Type Subgroup — Money of the Jala’irids

Description, Silver.

picture The weights range from 0,66 to 0,69 gr.

d=13/14 mm.

260




Obverse: Arabic legend in three lines in double circle — The mightiest sultan,
Uvais Bahadur Khan, may his reign be alongated. Legend around — Struck at
Thilisi in the year 759 (=1357/58).

Reverse: Muslim religious formula and the names of four Caliphs in double

circle.

Obverse: Arabic legend in the intersection of three semi-circles — Sultan
Uvais, may his reign be alongated. Between the semi-circles the place of
issue — Struck at Thilisi. The date around the semi-circles can not be read on

any of the samples from Akhalgori/Leningori hoard.

Reverse: Muslim religious formula in the intersection of six semi-circles,
which is placed within the frame of dots — There is no god, but Allah alone,
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

Mint Thilisi.

Nominal Silver. 0,66-0,69 gr.

Date 1357/58-1375.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia)
NeNe4797-4799, QF. NeNe4803-4813; GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeN°9363-9364, GF.
NeNe9367-9368, GF. NeNe9375-9376, GF. NeNe9381-9438.

Scholarly In 1222-1245 queen Tamar’s daughter Rusudan ruled in Georgia. It

commentary turned out to be an unfortunate reign. First, Georgia was invaded by Jalal al-

Din and then — by the Mongols.

In November 1225 Jalal al-Din, successor to the Khwarazm shah,
defeated the Georgian army due to disagreement among the Georgian
nobles. Next year he captured Thilisi.

This conqueror left his trace also in the Georgian numismatics. In the
abandoned Thilisi (Rusudan fled to Kutaisi) Jalal al-Din, probably, took hold
of the state coffers, which he used for the issue of his money. Jalal al-Din
overstruck all the Georgian coins, and with the placing of a new die reissued

them as his own money (Overstruck copper coins of Jalal al-Din).

261




Obverse: Arabic legend in two lines within the linear circle: The mightiest
sultan.

Another Arabic legend around: This dirhem was struck in the year 623
(=1226).

Reverse: Legend in two lines in a linear circle: Jalal ad-Dunya wa’l-Din.
Another Arabic legend around: May God increase his glory, elongate his

shadow and strengthen his prosperity.

Quite often under the die of Jalal al-Din there are preserved parts of
undistorted legends from the money of Giorgi IV Lasha or queen Tamar.
Only in some cases do appear the details from the money of Giorgi III and
Demetre I. It should be also said that Jalal al-Din’s coins were overstruck
from the “irregularly” issued Georgian money. However, in rare cases,
“regularly” struck coins also were used for the same purpose. These coins
belong to Giorgi III and queen Tamar.

Soon, following Jalal al-Din’s invasions, the Mongol hegemony was
established over Georgia.

The changed political situation left an indelible trace on Georgian
numismatics. Both, the face of money and the legends drastically changed.
The Georgrian coins of the time reflect a difficult political situation of the
13%-14t cc.

The coins struck after Rusudan’s reign are divided into two groups: 1.
Coins of the Georgian kings in the 13%h-14% cc.; 2. Mongol occupation coins.

For the moment, we will discuss only the Mongol occupation coins.

Anonymous dirhems were already struck in the reign of Rusudan

(Anonymous dirhems with the depiction of bow).

Obverse: Arabic legend in a circle of the dots: Qa’an the just. Apart from
this, there is a date, A.H. 637 (=1239/40) and the place of issue — Tbilisi. The
depiction of a bow below the legend.

Reverse: Arabic legend in the centre: There is no god but Allah alone,
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

For the moment it is unclear why this dirhem was struck by “Qa’an
the just” and not by a certain Mongol ruler. According to one opinion, at this
time the Mongol court was weakend by internal disagreements and it was
better to place on the coin simply “Qa’an”.

After five years, in A.H. 642 (=1244/45) other dirhems were struck at
Thilisi mint (Dirhems of Ulus(h) Bek with the depiction of a hunting

horseman).
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Obverse: A riding horseman to the left, turns to the right with a bow in his
hands; behind, the depiction of stork; below the horse, the depiction of a
gun-dog. In some cases, the depiction of stork is replaced with a star or
Solomon’s seal, whereas the depiction of a dog — with an unknown
depiction, which can be regarded as either a reptile or a leaf ornament. On
other samples, struck at unknown mint, a riding horseman is to the right.
Above: in Turkish — (Ulugh) Mangil Ulus(h) Beg. There are two
interpretation of this legend: 1. Ulus(h) Beg in the name of Great Khan; 2.
Great Mongol Ulus(h) Beg.

Reverse: Arabic legend: There is no god but Allah alone, Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah. Struck at Tbilisi in the year 642 (=1244/45).

It is noteworthy that, apart from Tbilisi, identical coins were also
struck at Ganja, Baku, Nakhchivan etc. Non-mentioning of a Great Khan
reigning from Karakorum should not be surprising considering the fact that
until the Great Khan was chosen, a nominal ruler was Téregene Khatun —
widow of Ogedei Khan.

Also important is that the depiction of a bowman on the money of
Toregene Khatun is similar to the composition of the copper coins struck by
the ruler of Erzerum Muhammad ibn-Salduk (1174-1200). Obviously, this
feature was taken by the Mongols who were known as a “bowman tribe”.

A unique anonymous coin (Anonymous dirhems with the depiction
of six-pointed star) (weight — 2,61 gr.), dated by A.H. 643, is preserved at

Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.

Obverse: A six-pointed star made of parallel lines. Arabic legend in the
centre of the star: Qa’an the just.

Reverse: Arabic religious formula in three lines: There is no god but Allah
alone, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. The legend is placed within a
rectangle frame with a linear circle around. Arabic legend in the segments
between the linear circle and the frame: Struck at Tbilisi in the year 643
(=1245/46).

Silver coins of A.H. 652-659 (=1254-1261) and identical copper coins
of A.H. 652-654 (=1254-1257) were struck at Tbilisi mint in the name of
Mangu Qa’an (Coins of Mangu Qa’an):

Obverse: Arabic legend in three lines in square within the circle: Mangu

Qa’an, the mightiest, the just. In segments between the square and the circle
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the place of issue in Arabic — Thilisi.

Reverse: Arabic religious formula in three lines in a similar square within
the circle: There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate. In segments
between the square and the circle the date of issue in Arabic, which

contains not only the year, but month and in some cases — even a day.

The copper coins of Mangu Qa’an are identical to the silver coins
described above.

The average weight of the silver coins struck by Mangu Qa’an at
Thilisi mint is 2,62 gr., for the copper coins — 4,58 gr. (large size coins) and
2,5 gr. (small size coins). It seems that two nominals of copper coins were
struck.

The coins struck by Mangu Qa’an are followed by the so-called
“Qa’anic”. The term “Qa’anic” derives from the legend on the obverse —
“Qa’an the just”. There are two “types” of these coins. First “type” silver
“Qa’anic” was struck in A.H. 660, 661 and 662 (=1261-1264). Their

description is as follows:

Obverse: Six-pointed star, in the centre of which the Arabic legend in two
lines: Qa’an the just.

Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines in quadrangular frame within the
circle: There is no god but Allah alone, he has no associate. In the segments
between the quadrangular frame and the circle in Arabic — the place (Tbilisi)

and date (year, month) of issue.

The average weight of the coins is 2,66 gr.

The second “type” “Qa’anics” differ from the above described ones
only by the details on the reverse: ornament is placed in segments, whereas
the date — between first and second lines of the religious formula. The date is
given by small Arabic signs which include one of the years of A.H. 663-678
period (=1264-1280). Their average wight is 2,61 gr.

As we see, Thbilisi mint continued to strike anonymous coins. What
was it conditioned by? Mangu Qa’an’s death in 1259 was followed by the
struggle for the throne in Karakorum. By the time of Mangu Qa’an’s death,
his brother Hulagu was a general of the Mongol troops stationed in the
Middle East. Eventually he became an independent ruler of Persia,
Mesopotamia, and the neighbouring territories conquered by the Mongols.
Hulagu became a founder of the Hulaguid dynasty of the Il-khans. Khubilai
was the victor to the throne of the Great Khan. In this difficult political
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situation caused by internal struggle, Hulagu Khan started to issue in his
dominion anonymous coins with the legend “Qa’an the just” which would fit
any pretender to the throne. Anonymous coins were struck at Tbilisi mint
from 1261 to 1280.

It should be noted that the silver “Qa’anics” are technically well-done
and their fineness is very high - 916.
Apart from the silver “Qa’anics”, copper “Qa’anics” were struck too, but as
the the material suggests, their amount was not large. The earliest specimen
is dated by A.H. 675 (=1276/77).

In A.H. 680 (=1281/82) the face of the coins in Georgia again changes.
By that time begins issue of very peculiar dirhems, which in the scholarly
litarature are known as the Georgian-Hulaguid coins. They were the first
coins in the numismatics with the names of the Il-khans, but, with the
Christian prayer and the depiction of cross. It should be emphasized that
Georgia was the only Hulaguid vassal-state where the Christian prayer was
placed on the coins. This, in itself, was a big concession from the Il-khans
which directly attests to the importance of Georgia. The issue of the
Georgian-Hulaguid coins took place in A.H. 680-694 (=1281/82-1294/95).

Obverse: Uighur legend in five lines which contains the names of the
following Il-khans: Abaqa (1265-1282), Ahmad (1282-1284), Arghun (1284-
1291), Gaikhatu (1291-1295) and Baidu (1295) (the legend is approximately
as follows: Struck by Ahmad in the name of Khaqgan).

Reverse: Christian prayer in Arabic in four lines in square within the circle:
In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God. Also,
Christian emblem — cross. The date is placed in the segments between the

square and the circle.

As a rule, there was no place of issue indicated on the Georgian-
Hulaguid coins. But, according to D. Kapanadze, in Baku, at National
Museum of History of Azerbaijan there is one dirhem with the following
legend: struck at Tbilisi.

It is noteworthy that on the dirhems struck in the name of Ahmad the
cross is replaced with a star. This can be explained. Ahmad was the first from
the Hulaguids who converted to Islam and was intent on removing the
Christian symbol, cross, from the coins. After this, the names of the Il-khans
are repeated in Arabic after the Uighur legend. The cross is again depicted
on the Georgian-Hulaguid coins struck in the name of Ahmad’s successors.

The average weight of the Georgian-Hulaguid coins is 2,2-2,3 gr. As
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we see, this weight is much lower than that of the “Qa’anics”. Also, their
fineness is comparatively low — 875.

Simutaneously with the Georgian-Hulaguid coins, also similar copper
coins were struck. The dates on these coins are almost always distorted, or
erased, and their chronology is established only through the names of the II-
khans.

We should also discuss quite original copper coins whose attribution is

still subject to wide discussion.

Obverse: Uighur legend in four lines: Struck by Abaga in the name of
Khaqgan.

Reverse: In quarters between the branches of cross Armenian legend: Our
Lord Jesus Christ. Arabic legend parallel to the branches of cross: In the
name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God.

The Georgian-Hulaguid dirhems, which were struck from 1281/82 to
1294/95, were taken as a prototype for the above coins. Therefore, they
should be dated by the end of the 13® c.

Obverse: The same as the silver and copper coins of Vakhtang III (Coins of
Vakhtang III with the Chrsitian prayer) with the only difference that the
legend around the cross is distorted. In the segments, uncertain signs instead
of date.

Reverse: Roughly depicted lion to the right with the shining sun on the
back.

Since the obverse of this coin is the imitation of the silver and copper
coins of Vakhtang III, its dating by the end of the 13® c. should not be
doubted.

Obverse: The depiction of cross in square frame within the circle. In
segments, uncertain signs instead of date.

Reverse: Lion with the shining sun on the back.

There is no doubt about the synchronity of the last coin with the
above-described two samples.

D. Kapanadze and Ir. Jalaghania thought that the issue of this
anonymous coins should have been made in one of the Georgian provinces,

where the majority of the population was of the Armenian descent and there
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was a tradition of monetary activity.

Wide variety, low weight and fineness of the coins in the countries
under the Il-khanid overlordship hindered money circulation and both,
foreign and internal trade over the entire Middle East. That is why Ghazan
Khan (1295-1304) implemented a money reform — money standardization.
Through the reform of Ghazan Khan (1296), the weight of a silver dirhem
was defined by 2,13 gr. From that time on the coins struck in Georgia in the
name of the Hulaguids differed from the coins struck in Iran only by a mint
name.

The earliest standardized coin (Post-reform issues of the Hulaguids) of
Ghazan Khan struck at Tbilisi is dated by A.H. 698 (=1298/99).

Obverse: Uighur legend in four lines within the linear circle and the circle of
the dots: With the power of heaven, struck by Ghazan. Ornament above the
legend. Between third and fourth lines in Arabic — Ghazan Mahmud. To the
left, vertical legend in Tibetan — Ghazan Mahmud.

Reverse: Arabic legend in four lines within the ornamented pentagon: There
is no god, but Allah alone, struck at Tbilisi, Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah. Vertical legends to both sides — May god bless him. Date in segments
between the pentagon and the linear circle — A.H. 698 (=1298/99).

Ornament in one of the segments.

The coins from Tbilisi mint struck in Ghazan Khan’s time are
represented solely by the dirhems. The coins struck at Tbilisi mint in the
name of Ghazan Khan are dated by A.H. 698, 699, 700, 701.

One of the coins struck in the name of Ghazan differs from the above-
described only by the place of issue. In the third line of the legend it is read:
Struck at Akhaltsikhe. It seems, in the time of Ghazan Khan there was the
second mint operating in Georgia, namely in Akhaltsikhe, Samtskhe
(Southern Georgia).

Evg. Pakhomov knew about copper coin of A.H. 700 (=1300/1301)
struck at Thilisi, which was similar to Ghazan Khan’s standardized dirhem.

Following the death of Ghazan Khan, he was succeeded by his brother
Uljaita (1304-1316). Uljaitd, after he converted to Islam, took a new name —
Muhammad Khudabandeh (slave of god in Persian). The names of the four
Orthodox Caliphs were placed for the first time on the coins of new Il-khan.
When Uljaiti embraced Shia Islam, a religious Shia formula and the names
of the Twelve Imams appeared on the coins struck from A.H. 709
(=1309/1310).
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There were only dirhems and double-dirhems struck at Tbilisi mint.

After Uljaitd, in 1316 Abu-Sa’id became the Il-khan (1316-1335). In
the last years of Uljaiti’s reign and during Abu-Sa’id’s rule, the reform of
Ghazan Khan slowly lost its impact. The weight of dirhems decreased several
times in Abu-Sa’id’s reign. Thus, in the last years of his rule the weight
decreased till 1,4 gr.

After Abu-Sa’id’s death (1335), the Il-khans’ state disintegrated. The
real hegemons over Georgia should have been the Chobanids — rulers of
Azerbaijan. Their rivals were the Jala’irids.

From that period on new pretenders from the Hulaguid dynasty were
placed on the throne of the Il-khans by various groups. Still, in Eastern
Georgia money was struck by these puppets.

The following coins were struck at Tbilisi mint: in the name of Arpa
Khan (A.H. 736=1335/36), Muhammad Khan (A.H. 738=1337/38), Sati Beg
Khatun (A.H. 739=1338/39), Suleyman Khan (A.H. 740=1339/40; A.H.
741=1340/41; A.H. 743=1342/43), and Anushirwan (A.H. 745=1344/45; A.H.
748=1347/48; A.H. 750-756=1349-1354).

It is noteworthy that the part of the coins of Suleyman and
Anushirwan was struck at Karaghaji (city in Kakheti, Eastern province of
Georgia) mint.

There are also copper coins struck at Thilisi in the name of Uljaitd,
Abu-Sa’id, and Anushirwan. Overall, the copper coins struck in Georgia by
the Il-khans are represented in a much smaller quantity than the silver
coins.

In A.H. 757 (=1356) coins at Tbilisi mint were struck in the name of
the ruler of the Golden Horde Jani Beg Juchid, next — in the name of Berdi
Beg Juchid (date on the coin is unreadable) (Money of the Juchids).

The description of these rarest coins is as follows:

Obverse: Arabic legend in two lines — Sultan the just, Jani Beg Khan. Linear
circle and a circle of the dots around.
Reverse: In six-petal rose in Arabic — Struck at Thbilisi in the year 757

(=1356). Linear circle and a circle of the dots around.
Obverse: In Arabic — Sultan the just . . . Khan.
Reverse: In six-petal rose in Arabic — Struck at Tbilisi in the year 757

(=1356).

Obverse: In Arabic — Sultan Berdi Beg Khan. Struck at Thilisi . . .
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Reverse: In Arabic — There is no god, but Allah alone, Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah. Names of the four Orthodox Caliphs.

The last coin comes from the hoard found in Armenia in 1912 and is
kept at Hermitage.

As it is known, following the death of Abu-Sa’id (1316-1333) the Il-
khanid state broke up with Azerbaijan falling under the authority of the
Chobanids. They established tyrannical rule causing discontent among local
officials who asked Jani Beg, the khan of the Golden Horde, to attach
Azerbaijan to his ulus. Jani Beg (1342-1357) conducted towards Azerbaijan a
traditional policy implemented by Golden Horde rulers. He, according to the
written sources, in A.H. 758 (=1357) defeated the Chobanid Malik Ashraf,
captured Tabriz and for a short time attached Azerbaijan to the Golden
Horde. As a result of this conquest, the mint of Tabriz (and some other cities
of Azerbaijan) in A.H. 757 (=1356) struck silver coins in the name of Jani
Beg. Here is some discrepancy between written sources and the numismatic
material: written sources date the conquest of Jani Beg by A.H. 758, whereas
the numismatic material dates it by A.H. 757. Probably, the numismatic
material shows the above fact more correctly than the written sources.
Simutaneoulsy, in the same A.H. 757, coins were struck at Tbilisi mint.

Now, if we rememeber that Giorgi V the Brilliant in 1337/38 subdued
Ossetia, beyond the Caucasus mountain range, and the Georgian kings
(Giorgi V, David IX) struck the coins in the name of the Il-khans (1338/39,
1348/50) in Alagir and Karjin, territories under the Golden Horde influence,
then it is absolutely clear that the Juchids retaliated and struck coins in their
own name at Tbilisi mint.

In A.H. 758 Thilisi mint reacted to the changes which happened in the
politics of the Golden Horde. Jani Beg did not stay in Azerbaijan for a long
time. He left there his son Berdi Beg and got ill on his way to Saray. Berdi
Beg hastened to the main headquarters and organized coup d’etat. This
event was reflected by Tbilisi mint, which struck the silver coins in the
name of Berdi Beg. Although the date on the coin is erased, without doubt
there should have been inscribed 758.

Akhichuk, left by Berdi Beg in Azerbaijan, betrayed him and took
over the power. But his rule turned out to be short. In A.H. 759 (=1357/58)
Persian Iraq and Azerbaijan, including Tabriz, were conquered for a short
period by the Muzafarids. Afterwards, the Jala'irid sheikh Uvais defeated the
Muzafarids and also captured Akhichuk.

Money issue in Georgia became the prerogative of the Jala’irids. This is
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well testified by the coins struck at Tbilisi in the name of sheikh Uvais.
Silver coins (Money of the Jala’irids) were already struck in his name at
Thilisi in A.H. 759 (1357/58).

Obverse: Arabic legend in three lines in double circle — The mightiest sultan,
Uvais Bahadur Khan, may his reign be alongated. Legend around — Struck at
Thilisi in the year 759 (=1357/58).

Reverse: Muslim religious formula and the names of four Caliphs in double

circle.

A new pattern of dirhem was introduced into the Jala’irid state in A.H.
766 (1364/1365). Similar money was struck at Tbilisi mint. These coins
became known through the finding of a hoard in 1955 in Dzukati village
(Leningori (Akhalgori) district). The hoard contained 83 small silver coins.

Here is the description:

Obverse: Arabic legend in the intersection of three semi-circles — Sultan
Uvais, may his reign be alongated. Between the semi-circles the place of
issue — Struck at Thilisi. The date around the semi-circles can not be read on
any of the samples from Akhalgori/Leningori hoard.

Reverse: Muslim religious formula in the intersection of six semi-circles,
which is placed within the frame of dots — There is no god, but Allah alone,
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.

According to Ir. Jalaghania, despite the fact that it is impossible to read
the date on any sample, probably, the coins should be dated by A.H. 766-776
(=1364-1375), since it was in A.H. 766 that the pattern was introduced, and
sheikh Uvais died in A.H. 776.
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Imported coins

found in Georgia

Imported coins of the 13®-14% cc. found in East Georgia

While reviewing the imported coins of this period found in East
Georgia, we will pay attention to various hoards since their contents reflect
well the circulation picture of imported coins across East Georgia.

1. Hoard from Kodala. With the help of I. Mosulishvili, a hoard of
silver coins was transferred into State Museum of Georgia in three phases in
1940, 1941 and 1948. The hoard, which contains 502 coins, was found in
Kodala village (Gurjaani district).

The hoard from Kodala was studied and first published by T. Lomouri
with some additions afterwards made by Ts. Ghvaberidze.

According to the attribution of T. Lomouri, the hoard contains money
struck in the name of Ghazan Khan (1295-1304) and sultan Uljaitu (1304-
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1316), one Seljuk coin which belongs to the sultan of Rum Kaihkusrau II
(1236-1245).

The majority of the coins (491) are dirhems, 10 are double dirhems.
Most of the coins are struck in the name of Ghazan Khan.

After another review of the coins, dates and names of mint were
clarified. Here are the mints where the coins were struck: Tbilisi (166),
Tabriz (62), Akhaltsikhe (18), Sivas (20), Jezire (16), Samsun (3), Bazar (12),
Nakhchivan (12), Khlat (Ahlat) (9), Nisa (13), Erbil (9), Barda (8), Baghdad
(7), Erzincan (7), Sinjar (6), Mosul (5), Tokat (4), Erzerum (3), Isfahan (3),
Anisi (3), Amasia (7), Beq-Bazar (8), Hile (2), Mayyafariqin (2), Hydlis (1),
Ganja (1), Save (1), Wasit (1), Arminia (?) (1), Shiraz (1), Hamadan (1),
Qashan (1), Ravia (1), Nishabur (1), Shusther (3).

Ts. Ghvaberidze doubted the name of mint on some of the standard
dirhems of Ghazan Khan, suggested by T. Lomouri. Lomouri reads the mint
name as “Samsun”. However, according to the graphics, it should be “Nisa”,
city to the south-east of the Caspian Sea, located on a trade route, 20 km.
from Ashkhabad.

One-third of the hoard was struck at Tbilisi mint; then comes the
money from Tabriz; from Sivas; from Akhaltsikhe etc. The demand of East
Georgia market was mainly filled with the money from Tbilisi mint.

Lomouri dated the hoard from Kodala by A.H. 694-715 (=1294-
1315/16). Ts. Ghvaberidze dated the hoard by A.H. 696-705 (=1296-1306).
The hoard was buried after A.H. 705 (=1306).

2. A hoard of silver coins was accidentally found in 1979 in Poka
village (Ninotsminda district) near Paravani Lake. The hoard was placed in a
clay vessel. The part of the hoard was lost and only 155 pieces are kept at
Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. The hoard contained the coins struck in
the name of Uljaitu (double dirhems and dirhems) from the following
mints: Thilisi (27), Anisi (14), Samsun (?) (11), Tabriz (8), Bazar (3), Barda
(1), Garnisi (1), Baghdad (1), Sultania (1), Erzincan (1). The earliest coin
from the hoard is dated by A.H. 709 (=1309/1310), whereas the latest — by
A.H. 715 (=1315/1316). The hoard of Poka was buried after 1316. However,
following the reattribution of the above money, the quantitative distribution
of dirhems according to various mints is slightly different.

3. Silver coins of 13%-14® cc. were found in 1968 in Uraveli village
(Akhaltsikhe district) during demolition works. The composition of the
hoard is as follows: a) dirhems of the 20-30s of 13®* c. from Rum — 5; b)
“Qa’anic” I “type” — 1; ¢) Qa’anic” II “type” — 2; d) Georgian-Hulaguid
dirhems — 4; e) dramas of Vakhtang III (1297-1308) struck at Tbilisi mint in

272




AH. 698 (=1298/99) — 4; f) dirhems of Ghazan Qa’an - 2; g) dirhems of
Hulaguid Abu-Sa’id — 1. The hoard which was buried after 1333, is
nowadays kept at Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.

4. 3 coins from a hoard of the silver coins found in 1958 during the
agricultural works in Darchieti village (Gurjaani distrit) were introduced
into Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia: 1. dirhem of Kaihkusrau the
Seljukid struck in A.H. 628 (=1230/1231); 2. dirhem of Hulaguid Abaqa
(1265-1282); 3. double dirhem of Abu-Sa’id struck in A.H. 724 (=1323/1324)
at Tabriz.

5. A small hoard of silver coins (11) was found in 1979 during
agricultural works in Jandara village (Marneuli district). 3 coins are struck at
Thilisi in the name of Uljaitu, 2 of them are dated by A.H. 714 (=1314/1315).
1 coin belongs to the mint of Anisi and is dated by A.H. 711 (=1311/1312). 7
double dirhems belong to Il-khan Abu-Sa’id (1316-1335), 4 out of them were
struck at Thilisi in A.H. 727 (=1326/1327). Name of a mint on two of the
coins is unreadable, whereas 1 coin was struck at Sultania in A.H. 724
(=1323/1324). Most probably, the hoard was buried in the late 20s of the 14®
c. The coins are kept at Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.

6. A hoard of silver coins found in 1948 near Grigolati village
(Kharagauli district) was divided between the finders. Only 3 pieces were
examined, and all of them are double dirhems of Abu-Sa’id.

7. 92 silver coins in a clay pot were found in Patara Gomareti village
(Dmanisi district) in 1936. This money belongs to the last Hulaguids:
Muhammad (1335-1338) — 2; Sati Beg (1338-1340) — 5; Tughatemur (1336-
1340) — 1; Suleyman (1339-1346) — 80. 4 pieces are unidentified. The
dirhems were struck at the following mints: Bazar, Tbilisi, Tabriz, Shirvan
(?), Barda, Sultania, Anisi. The hoard was buried after the 40s of the 14" c.

8. Silver coins (243 samples) of the last Hulaguids were found in 1862
in Sartichala village (Sagarejo district). The hoard was placed in faience
vessel inside an old tomb. Its contents are as follows: money of Sati Beg
Khatun struck in A.H. 739 (=1338/1339) at the following mints — Ardebil,
Bazar, Belagan, Khoi and some are unidentified; coins of Suleyman struck in
AH. 740 (=1339/1340) at the following mints: Ardebil, Bazar, Baku (?),
Baiburt, Barda, Belagan, Qashan, Calistuvan, Nachchivan, Hamadan, Tabriz,
Maragheh, Sultania, Khoi, Salmas. The hoard was buried in the mid-14® c.

9. A hoard of silver coins was found in 1954 during the works on
Tskhinvali-Kheiti road. The hoard was dispersed. The extant 22 coins
belong to the Il-khans — Sati Beg and Suleyman.

10. In Leliani village (Lagodekhi district) during agricultural works a
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hoard of Il-khanid coins was found in a clay pot. The hoard was divided
between the finders. The extant 5 coins were introduced into Simon Janashia
State Museum of Georgia in 1962. All the five coins were struck in the name
of Suleyman in A.H. 741 (=1340/1341) at different mints — Tabriz, Barda, and
Thilisi. Mint name on two coins is erased.

11. A large hoard of silver coins was found in Likani village (Borjomi
district) in 1933 during agricultural works. From this hoard only 2 coins
were introduced to the State Museum of Georgia. The coins are double
dirhems of Hulaguid Suleyman struck in A.H. 742 (=1341/1342).

12. Near Tsnoristskali station (Signagi district) a hoard of silver coins
was found in 1953. The hoard was divided between the finders. One coin
belongs to Il-khan Suleyman.

13. A clay vessel with approximately 150 silver coins was accidentally
found in 1952 in Podaani village (Lagodekhi district). Two coins struck in
the name of Il-khans, Suleyman and Anushirwan (1344-1356) were brought
to Simon Janashia State Museum of Georgia for identification. Suleyman’s
coin was struck at Tbilisi mint.

14. A hoard of Hulaguid silver coins was found in Karaghaji village
(Tsiteltskaro/Dedoplistskaro district). With the support of the Committee for
Protection of Antiquities the hoard was given over to the Historical
Museum of the Academy of Sciences of Armenia. The hoard consists of coins
of Suleyman and Anushirwan. Except for 1 coin, all are dirhems. The coins
of Suleyman were struck at the following mints: Tabriz, Sultania, and on 6
coins city name is unreadable. The Coins of Anushirwan were struck at the
following mints: Ardebil, Bazar, Tabriz, Karaghaji, Maragheh, Barda,
Gushtasp, Ganja, Tbilisi, Shirvan. On some of the coins city names are
unreadable. The hoard was buried in the beginning of the second half of the
14% c.

15. A hoard of silver coins of Anushirwan was found in 1957 in
Tsiteltskaro, on Giorgi Saakadze street, during agricultural works. The hoard
is kept in Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. The hoard consists of 6 double
dirhems. The earliest coin from the hoard is dated by A.H. 747 (=1346/47),
the latest — by A.H. 755 (=1354).

16. 24 silver coins were found in 1949 in Karaghaji during land study.
The coins were struck in the name of Hulaguid Anushirwan. The coins were
struck at the following mints: Anisi, Shirvan, Ganja, Tabriz, Bazar,
Maragheh. The earliest coin from the hoard is dated by A.H. 748
(=1347/1348), the latest — by A.H. 753 (=1352/1353). Its burial might have
happened in the third quarter of the 14®™ c. The hoard is kept at Simon
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Janashia Museum of Georgia.

17. 60 silver coins struck in A.H. 740-759 (=1339/40-1357/58) in the
name of Hulaguids, Juchids, Jala’irids and Muzafarids were found in 1860
near Thilisi. One part of the hoard was handed over to the Hermitage.

18. A hoard of 160 silver coins was found in 1861 in the outskirts of
Thilisi. The hoard consisted of small coins struck at Thbilisi in the name of
Hulaguids, Juchids, Jala’irids, and Giorgi VII and Ahmad Jala’ir. The hoard
was buried at the turn of the 14*-15% cc.

19. A clay vessel with 83 small silver coins was found in Dzukati
village (Akhalgori district) in 1955 during road works. All of them are
identical and struck by Jala’irid Sheikh Uvais (1356-1375) at Tbilisi mint.

20. From the hoards found in the 1900s in the outskirts of Thilisi E.
Pakhomov examined Sheikh Uvais (3 samples) and Ahmad’s (19 samples)
coins. They seem to be imitations.

21. A clay pot with 300 silver coins was found in 1948 in Boshura
village (Gori district). The hoard was divided among its several finders.
Attribution of only one of the coins became possible and it turned out to be
the coin struck in the name of Giorgi VII and Ahmad Jala’ir.

22. A hoard of small silver money, found in 1950 in Patsviskhevi
village (Gori district), was divided among its finders. Museum of Gori
managed to collect 72 coins. This latter part contains: unidentified Georgian
coin with the depiction of an animal — 1; silver coins of Giorgi VII and
Ahmad Jala’ir with Arabic inscription — 68; silver coins of Giorgi VII and
Ahmad Jala’ir with Georgian inscription — 3.

23. From a hoard of Kirmaneuli tetri found in the 1900s in
Akhaltsikhe district Pakhomov examined some 20 pieces.

24. Extant 4 coins from a hoard, dispersed upon its discovery in 1905
in Dusheti, were Kirmaneuli.

25. A hoard of Juchid money, several Georgian coins and Kirmaneuli
was found in 1900 in Gori district.

26. According to E. Takaishvili, a hoard, found in 1905 in Dusheti,
contained 960 silver coins. The hoard was dispersed. According to
Pakhomov, the extant 4 coins are as follows: “King of the Kings Giorgi”, i.e.
“Giorgauli” (Coins of Giorgi VII with the “depiction of an open eye”);
Kirmaneuli tetri; 2 Juchid coins struck in the name of Tochtamysh in the
Horde. On one of them a date is read as A.H. 792 (=1389/90).

27. A hoard of silver coins was found in 1925 in Ali village (Khashuri
district). The hoard contains 471 silver coins and is kept at Simon Janashia

Museum of Georgia. The hoard consists of the following coins: Golden
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Horde — 204 coins; Jala'irids — 4; Kirmaneuli — 1; Giorgi VII and Ahmad
Jala’ir — 249; unidentified Georgian coins — 10; worn — 2. The hoard was
buried either at the end of the 14 c. or the beginning of the 15% c.
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Group Western Georgian money of the 13%2-15% cc.

Type Coins with the effigy of two Davids

Description, Silver.

picture The weights range from 2,3 gr. to 2,9 gr.
d=23/24 mm.

Obverse: Labarum in the centre and the kings’ effigy in Imperial coat on the
both sides. On the left and right, Georgian Asomtavruli legends placed
vertically 639, dd0 - “King David” and “King of the Kings David”.

Reverse: St. Virgin seated upon a throne like on the Imperial issue of
Michael VIII Palaeologus, and corresponding Georgian legend on the left
and right: & O/(T G-LT.

Mint Kutaisi (7).

Nominal Silver. The weights range from 2,3 gr. to 2,9 gr.

Date 1261-1262.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 5 samples, ex. QF. (Main Fund of the
Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Geor-
gia) N°1576; Kutaisi State Museum — N°2263.

Group Western Georgian money of the 13%-15t cc.

Type Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with the name of Manuel

Description, Silver.

picture Weight: ex. 1,60 gr., 1,63 gr., 1,91 gr., 1,93 gr., 2,20 gr., 2,23 gr., 2,30 gr.,

2,35 gr., 2,45 gr., 2,70 gr., 2,84 gr., 2,88 gr., 2,97 gr.
d=20/21 mm., 21/22 mm., 21/23 mm., 22/23 mm., 23 mm., 24/25mm.
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Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand.
On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: O-A-I'T/EY-TE-NI-O.

Reverse: Emperor in loros and stemma, standing, facing, holding labarum in
his right hand and akakia — in his left hand. On the right and above — Manus
Dei. On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: M-N-A/O-K-MN.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Silver. The weights range ex. from 1,60 gr. to 2,97 gr.

Date Second half of the 13% c.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°2927,
Ne2928, Ne2929, Ne4596, Ne4597, Ne4598, Ne4599, Ne4600, GF. (Fund of
Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia)
Ne5284, Ne6158, NeNe6159-6161, N26162, Ne7866, Ne11159.

Group Western Georgian money of the 13%-15t cc.

Type Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with the name of John

Description, Silver. Weight: ex. 1,43 gr., 1,50 gr., 1,64 gr., 1,72 gr., 1,85 gr., 2,03 gr., 2,05

picture gr.,2,24 gr., 2,69 gr., 2,70 gr., 2,96 gr.

d=19/20 mm., 19/21 mm., 20 mm., 20/22 mm., 21/22 mm., 21/23 mm., 22/23
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Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand.
On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: @-E-Y/TE-NL.

Reverse: Emperor in loros and stemma, standing, facing, holding labarum in
his right hand and akakia — in his left hand. On the right and above — Manus
Dei. Below — six-pointed star. On the left and right, Greek legend placed

vertically: (0-O K/N-O.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Silver. The weights range from 1,43 gr. to 2,96 gr.

Date 13%-15t% cc.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — some hundreds, ex. QF. (Main Fund of
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the Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) Ne2938, Ne2939, N2940, Ne2942, Ne3803, Ne3804, GF. (Fund of
Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia)
Ne2219, Ne2265, No2695, Ne5588, No5638, Ne5832, Ne6150, Ne6163, Ne6219,
Ne6228, N°12657.

Group Western Georgian money of the 13%-15% cc.

Type Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with “Emperor in three-arched stemma”

Description, 1. Silver. Weight: ex. 1,08 gr., 1,17 gr., 1,23 gr., 1,39 gr., 1,51 gr., 1,85 gr,,
picture 1,93 gr., 2,12 gr., 2,28 gr., 2,34 gr.

d=18/20 mm., 18/21 mm., 19 mm., 19/20 mm., 19/26 mm.

Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand.
On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: O-Y/I'-E-N-O.

Reverse: Emperor in loros and three-arched stemma, standing, facing,
holding labarum in his right hand and globus crusiger — in his left hand. On
the right and above — Manus Dei. Below — six-pointed star. On the left and

right, Greek legend placed vertically: I60-O-KO/H-O.

2. Silver. Weight: ex. 1,37 gr., 1,51 gr., 1,65 gr., 1,70 gr., 1,89 gr., 2,00 gr.,
2,01 gr., 2,04 gr., 2,4 gr.

d=18/20 mm., 18/21 mm., 19 mm., 19/20 mm., 19/21 mm., 19/22 mm., 20
mm., 20/22 mm., 21 mm., 21/22 mm., 22/24 mm.
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Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand.
On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: E-I/T-E-NY-O-O.

Reverse: Emperor in loros and three-arched stemma, standing, facing,
holding labarum in his right hand. On the left, globus cruciger, it looks like a

flower. On the right and above — Manus Dei. Below — six-pointed star. On

the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: 03-O-K-H/N-O.

Mint

Unknown.

Nominal

Silver. The weights range 1. from 1,08 gr. to 2,34 gr.; 2. from 1,37gr. to 2,4
gr.

Date

13t-14th cc.

Collection

1. Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia— ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°4633,
GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) Ne2653, Ne2668, Ne2691, Ne2694, Ne2718, Ne2740, Ne5201, Ne5991,
Ne5992, Ne5993, Ne5994, Ne5995, Ne5996, Ne5997, Ne5999, Ne6001, Ne6003,
Ne6004. 2. Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the
Georgian Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) Ne607, N°2950, GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection,
Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne2543, Ne2546, Ne2567, Ne2580,
Ne2581, Ne6111, Ne6115, Ne6129, Ne6138, Ne6146, Ne6205, N26204, Ne6212.

Group

Western Georgian money of the 13%-15% cc.

Type

Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with Emperor’s bust

Description,

picture

Silver. Weight: ex. 1,12 gr., 1,19 gr., 1,25 gr., 1,32 gr., 1,43 gr., 1,56 gr., 1,57
gr., 2,06 gr., 2,52 gr., 2,61 gr.
d=18/19 mm., 19 mm., 19/20 mm., 20 mm., 20/21 mm., 21/22 mm., 21/23

mm., 22/24 mm.
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Obverse: Bust of St. Eugenius facing, holding labarum in his right hand and

long cross — in his left hand. Greek legend is traced.

Reverse: Bust of Emperor in loros and stemma facing, holding labarum in his
right hand and long cross — in his left hand. On the left, globus cruciger, it
looks like a flower. Shield on the right. No sign of the Greek legend.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Silver. The weights range from 1,12 gr. to 2,61gr.

Date 13%-14t cc.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°4616,
Ne4617, GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia) Ne5880, Ne5881, No5882, Ne5884, Ne5885, Ne5886,
Ne6097, N°6100, N6198, Ne6199.

Group Western Georgian money of the 13%-15% cc.

Type Kirmaneuli tetri, issue with Asomtavruli letters

Description, Silver.

picture Weight — 1,13 gr.
d=18/19 mm.

Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand.

On the left — some uncertain signs.On the right, above, Asomtavruli letters —

M1, below, Greek letters in two lines — 'E-O.

Reverse: Emperor (king) in loros and three-arched stemma, standing, facing,
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holding labarum in his left hand. On the left Asomtavruli letters placed

vertically: P-d.

Mint Unknown.

Nominal Silver. Weight — 1,5 gr.

Date 1389-1392.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — 1 sample, GF. (Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°6213.

Group Western Georgian money of the 13%-15t cc.

Type Kirmaneuli tetri, Vamek’s money with St. Eugenius’ effigy

Description, Silver.

picture Weight — 2,91 gr.
d=20/21 mm.
Obverse: Mkhedruli letters for the name Vamek (a mirror image) in
ornamented frame.
Reverse: St. Eugenius in stemma, standing, facing, holding either labarum or
long cross in his right hand. On the left and right — Greek legend: O-E/TE-
IN.

Mint Tskhumi (7).

Nominal Silver. Weight — 2,91 gr.

Date 1384-1396.

Collection
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Scholarly

commentary

“Western Georgian money of the 13®-15% cc.” is the name of coin
group. It consists of the coins struck by David Ulugh and David Narin (Coins
with the effigy of two Davids) and Kirmaneuli tetri.

Coins with the effigy of two Davids are patterned on the issues of the
Emperors, John Comnenos (1118-1143) and Michael Palaeologus (1258-
1282). We have only 10 samples of them.

Coins with the effigy of two Davids. Silver. The weights range from
2,3 gr. to 2,9 gr. d=23/24 mm.

Obverse: Labarum in the centre and the kings’ effigy in Imperial coat on the

both sides. On the left and right, Georgian Asomtavruli legends placed
vertically 83 P, dd0 - “King David” and “King of the Kings David”.

Reverse: St. Virgin seated upon a throne like on the Imperial issue of

Michael VIII Palaeologus, and corresponding Georgian legend on the left
and right: & O/(T G-LT.

Towards the midst of the 13 c. the Mongol overlords exercised their
rule over Georgia through joint-rule of the two vassal kings, David Ulugh
and David Narin, and they had real power in the Eastern provinces. This co-
regnancy was interrupted, when David Narin fled to safety of Western
Georgia, thus splitting the country into two kingdoms. That of Eastern was
vassal state.

Georgian narrative do not support the exact chronology of this very
disintegration. General consideration leads to 1259 as possible date.

Still some Western sources are more precise.

Friar William of Rubruck made his journey to the court of the Great
Khan. When back in France in 1257, he read a formal report. One passage of
it is extremely interesting and runs as follows: “beyond that estuary is Ziquia
(modern Tuaphse region, Russian Federation — T. D.), which is not subject to
the Tartars, and further East the Sueni (Suani, West Georgian highlanders —
T. D.) and the Iberi, who are not subject to them”. This simply means that
the Mongols are already missing Western Georgia by 1257. But that could be
only upper chronological limit in the case William added some recent
information. Lower one depends on when he was in those sites. And
William of Rubruck was in touch with Georgia in early 1255. That is the
lower chronological limit for the entire kingdom to split into two parts.

Still, the date of issue of the coins with the effigy of two Davids can
not be changed. Now David Ulugh fled to safety of Western Georgia in 1260.
1261-1262 saw both kings in Western Georgia. And in the frames of
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restored co-regnancy, they designed coin inspired by the Byzantine
iconography, putting their names and titles thoroughly on it.

As concerning Kirmaneuli, i.e. the Georgian imitations to the aspers
of Trebizond, they are patterned mostly on the coins of the two Emperors:
Manuel I (1238-1263) and John II (1280-1297). The descriptions are
presented below.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with the name of Manuel. Silver. The weights
range from ex. 1,60 gr. to 2,97 gr. d=20/21-24/25 mm.

Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand.
On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: O-A-I'T/EY-TE-NI-O.

Reverse: Emperor in loros and stemma, standing, facing, holding labarum in
his right hand and akakia — in his left hand. On the right and above — Manus
Dei. On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: M-N-A/O-K-MN.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with the name of John. Silver. The weights
range from ex. 1,43 gr. to 2,96 gr. d=19/20-22/23 mm.

Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand.
On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: @-E-Y/TE-NI.

Reverse: Emperor in loros and stemma, standing, facing, holding labarum in
his right hand and akakia — in his left hand. On the right and above — Manus
Dei. Below — six-pointed star. On the left and right, Greek legend placed

vertically: (0-O K/N-O.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with “Emperor in three-arched stemma”.
Silver. The weights range from ex. 1,08 gr. to 2,34 gr. d=18/20-19/26 mm.

1. Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right
hand. On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: O-Y/I'-E-N-O.

Reverse: Emperor in loros and three-arched stemma, standing, facing,
holding labarum in his right hand and globus crusiger — in his left hand. On
the right and above — Manus Dei. Below — six-pointed star. On the left and

right, Greek legend placed vertically: I(d-O-KO/H-O.

Silver. The weights range from ex. 1,37 gr. to 2,4 gr. d=18/20-22/24
mm.
2. Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right
hand. On the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: E-I/T-E-NY-O-
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O.
Reverse: Emperor in loros and three-arched stemma, standing, facing,
holding labarum in his right hand. On the left, globus cruciger, it looks like a

flower. On the right and above — Manus Dei. Below — six-pointed star. On

the left and right, Greek legend placed vertically: (03-O-K-H/N-O.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issues with Emperor’s bust. Silver. The weights
range from ex. 1,12 gr. to 2,61 gr. d=18/19-22/24 mm.

Obverse: Bust of St. Eugenius facing, holding labarum in his right hand and
long cross — in his left hand. Greek legend is traced.

Reverse: Bust of Emperor in loros and stemma facing, holding labarum in his
right hand and long cross — in his left hand. On the left, globus cruciger, it
looks like a flower. Shield on the right. No sign of the Greek legend.

Kirmaneuli tetri, issue with Asomtavruli letters. Only two samples
are known. One of them, kept at Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia, was in
Kopitnari hoard. The next one, sample from Barataev’s collection, is in
Berlin Museum. Description of the coin from Kopitnari hoard is as follows:

GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia) N°6213. Silver. Weight — 1,13 gr. d=18/19 mm.

Obverse: St. Eugenius standing, facing, holding long cross in his right hand.

On the left — some uncertain signs.On the right, above, Asomtavruli letters —
1,1, below, Greek letters in two lines — T'E-O.

Reverse: Emperor (king) in loros and three-arched stemma, standing, facing,

holding labarum in his left hand. On the left Asomtavruli letters placed

vertically: P-d-.

Georgian legends are read as “Giorgi, the king” and Greek — as “St.
Eugenius”. Giorgi I, king of Imereti in 1389-1392 issued these coins; this is
general opinion.

Kirmaneuli tetri, Vamek’s money with St. Eugenius’ effigy. Silver.
Weight — 2,91 gr. d=20/21 mm.

Obverse: Mkhedruli letters for the name Vamek (a mirror image) in
ornamented frame.

Reverse: St. Eugenius in stemma, standing, facing, holding either labarum or
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long cross in his right hand. On the left and right — Greek legend: O-E/T'E-
IN.

S. Makalatia was the first to publish Vamek’s money. The coin kept in
Sokhumi was examined by him in 1940. He made a photo of this sample and
attributed it to Vamek I Dadiani (1384-1396), prince of Samegrelo. D.
Kapanadze supported this idea. He also made a note about a mirror image of
the legend. T. Abramishvili tried to explain it. As a local lord, Vamek had no
right to issue a coin. Still, he struck it to commemorate his victory over
usurper Giorgi I of Imereti, placing his name as a mirror image.

O. Retowski classified the aspers of Trebizond. Still, it can be checked
concerning both, the original coins and Kirmaneuli tetri.

And many years before, in 1844, M. Barataev thought the imitations
to the aspers of Trebizond to be issued in Georgia, as he found term
“Kirmaneuli” in the Georgian documents.

Still, it had been just a hypothesis before Retowski did his research.
He was the first to distinguish Georgian imitations to the aspers of John II
according to the following evidences: distorted details of the effigies and
distorted legends. True, it is very difficult to distinguish imitations to the
aspers of Manuel from the original ones. Retowski thought that on the
former coins there is article before the name of Emperor and letter M is
wrongly depicted.

The works of O. Retowski, K. Golenko and T. Abramishvili present
Kirmaneuli tetri struck according to the aspers of John II. The term itself
denotes that first Manuel’s aspers were imitated.

Retowski’s criteria were presented above. T. Abramishvili chose the
same way. She studied the hoard found in 1907 in Kopitnari village near
Samtredia (652 pieces). The list of the coins is as follows: I. aspers of
Trebizond — Manuel I (1238-1263) — 6 samples, John II (1280-1297) - 7
samples, Manuel IIT (1390-1417) — 1 sample, Alexios IV (1417-1446) — 1
sample, 15 samples in all; II. Bulgarian money of the 12%-14t cc. — 1 sample;
ITII. Western Georgian money (Kirmaneuli) — 633 pieces. 5 of them have
Manuel’s name, 619 — John’s. 9 pieces belong to issues with Emperor’s bust.
Later, some coins with absolutely different dates were mistakenly ascribed to
this complex.

According to T. Abramishvili, 5 coins from Kopitnari hoard are the
imitations to the aspers of Manuel I. They show the gradual stages of
degradation. Technique of GF. N°6162 is very high. GF. NeNe 6159-6161 are
already degrading both in a view of technique and legends. GF. N°6158
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shows extremely bad technique and artisan’s complete ignorance, due to that
some attributes and legends changed their places.

According to K. Golenko, Tobanieri hoard (see below) contains 21
imitations to Manuel’s aspers, 6 of them being overstruck from the Arabic
and Hulaguid dirhems. On these coins effigy of St. Eugenius is flat,
schematic and rude, legends — distorted. Some new details also appeared.
The coins are of a larger size and flat.

In 1927 a hoard was found in Tobanieri village (Vani district). 215
pieces from the hoard are kept at Kutaisi State Museum. Mostly aspers of
Trebizond and Kirmaneuli form the hoard. The list of the coins is as follows:
I. aspers of Trebizond — John I (1235-1238) — 4 samples, Manuel I (1238-
1263) — 56 samples, John II (1280-1297) — 125 samples, John II and Alexios II
(up to 1297) — 1 sample. II. Seljuk dirhem struck in A.H. 630 (?) (1232-1233);
III. Georgian-Hulaguid dirhem, struck at Tbilisi in the name of Abaga in
A.H. 680 (?) (=1281-1282); IV. Western Georgian money (Kirmaneuli) — 25
pieces. 21 of them are the imitations to Manuel I's aspers and 4 — to John’s
aspers; V. coins with the effigy of two Davids — 2 samples. The hoard was
buried at the turn of the 13 -14% cc.

Ir. Sokolova too studied Kirmaneuli. She wrote that original coins of
Manuel I and John II have the legends without any mistake, with familiar
for Trebizond palaeography, and their weight is higher than 2,5 gr.
Kirmaneuli’s weight is lowered.

Now about the date of Kirmaneuli. T. Abramishvili thinks of the 14®
c. as upper chronological limit for issue of these coins, still having in mind
that the 15® c. Georgian documents bear the term “Kirmaneuli”. Also, we
must take into consideration Kopitnari hoard, buried in the 15* c., with a
large number of Kirmaneuli.

According to D. Kapanadze, lower chronological limit for Kirmaneuli
is 1284/85. In 1284 Theodora Comnena, with the help of the Georgians,
managed to seize the crown from her half-brother, Emperor John II, and she
reigned for a while. Georgian assistance could be also financial, for this
reason they started to issue money according to numismatic pattern of
Trebizond.

As certain samples of Kirmaneuli are overstruck from the “Qa’anics”
and the dirhems of Il-khans, Abaqa (1265-1282) and Arghun (1284-1291), K.
Golenko dates imitations to the aspers of Manuel I by the 80s of the 13® c.
Then John II’s original coins started to circulate intensively in Georgia. And
imitations with his name were struck up to the 15" c.

Ir. Sokolova takes Manuel I's death as starting point for Georgian
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issues with the name of Manuel. At least, it could happen before the second
half of the 80s of the 13" c., as some of the samples are overstruck from
Arghun’s dirhems. And soon, after Theodora’s expedition, Georgians started
to issue imitations to the aspers of John II.

Next question is, who struck these coins. For O. Retowski and Evg.
Pakhomov Kirmaneuli is counterfeit money, and for D. Kapanadze Georgian
government issued these coins to support Theodora Comnena. According to

the Georgian documents, name of the money is derived from the name of
“king of the Greeks”.
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Imported  coins

found in Georgia

Circulation of 13®-15% cc. foreign coins in Western Georgia

1. Kopitnari hoard includes 15 aspers of Trebizond. They are struck in the
name of the following Emperors: Manuel I (1238-1263) — 6 samples, John II
(1280-1297) — 7 samples, Manuel III (1390-1417) — 1 sample, Alexios IV
(1417-1446) — 1 sample.
2. Tobanieri hoard includes 186 aspers. They are struck in the name of the
following Emperors: John I (1235-1238) — 4 samples, Manuel I (1238-1263) —
56 samples, John II (1280-1297) — 125 samples, John II and Alexios II (up to
1297) — 1 sample.

The rest material is presented according to chronology of findings.
3. Asper of Trebizond was found in 1885 in Sokhumi, near left bank of the
river Besleti.
4. Asper of Trebizond was found in 1886 in Sokhumi, on the territory of so-
called cantonment.
5. A hoard of about 500 silver coins was accidentally found in 1894 in Patara
Jikhaishi village, near Khoni. The hoard contains mostly the Ottoman (1520-
1617) and Iranian (1524-1574) coins. John III’s (1340-1344) asper was in the
hoard.
6. A hoard of the aspers of John I and Manuel I was found near Kutaisi in
1908. Evg. Pakhomov saw 50 pieces from the hoard and he bought 30
pieces.
7. John II’s asper was found in the vicinity of Sokhumi in either 1928, or
1929.

8. John II's 5 aspers were found in Sokhumi in 1931.0One of them is in the
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Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia.

9. D. Kapanadze bought John II’s asper found accidentally in the vicinity of
Chiatura in 1932.

10. John II’s one more asper was found in Chiatura in the same year.

11. 13t c. asper of Trebizond was found in Kutaisi in 1935.

12. State Museum of Georgia bought John II’s asper found in 1940 in the
vicinity of Shuamta village, Vani district.

13. Clay pot with silver coins was accidentally found in 1948 in Zeda Sazano
village (Terjola district). Together with the Seljuk coins, the hoard contained
Manuel I’s aspers, 9 pieces in all.

14. Manuel I's coin was accidentally found in 1951 in Besleti village
(Sokhumi district).

15. The following aspers of Trebizond were found in 1960 in Kutaisi during
agricultural works to the North-West of Bagrati Cathedral: John I — 1
sample, Manuel I — 1 sample, John II — 19 samples. The hoard is kept at
Kutaisi State Museum.

16. Coin of John II was found in 1969 in Khoni.

17. Aspers of Manuel I and Kirmaneuli were found in 1999 in Nojikhevi

village (Martvili district) by Nokalakevi archaeological expedition.
Aspers of Trebizond were circulating also in Eastern Georgia:

18. 2 aspers of Trebizond were found in Tbilisi in 1858.

19. In about 1930 silver coins were found on the territory of rest home
Kechkhobi, Tsaghveri settlement (Borjomi district). Manuel I's asper was
among them.

20. Manuel I’s asper was found in one of the caves of Vardzia Monastery
(Aspindza district) in 1934.

21. D. Kapanadze bought Manuel I's asper found in 1936 near Vardzia
Monastery (Aspindza district).

22. Hoard of 265 silver coins was found while land works near the church in
Kheoba village (Kareli district) in 1939. Mostly Oriental coins were buried
after 1267. Manuel I's asper was among them.

23. Hoard of the silver coins was found while construction in Akhaldaba
village (Borjomi district) in 1968. Manuel I's asper was in the hoard. The
hoard is kept at Khashuri Historical Museum.

24. One more asper of Manuel I was found in Vardzia (Aspindza district).
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Group

Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type Issue: Coins of Konstantine I
Description, Silver.
picture Weight — 0,40 gr.
d=13/14 mm.
Obverse: Asomtavruli letters inside square.
B
9 R - Konstantine.
L
Reverse: Distorted Arabic legend in two lines.
Mint Thilisi (?).
Nominal Silver. Weight — 0,40 gr.
Date 1407-1411.
Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — QF. (Main Fund of the Georgian Coins,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne3202.
Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.
Type Issue: Coins of Alexandre I
Description, Silver.
picture Weight=~0,35 gr.
d=13/14 mm.
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Obverse: In the centre, Asomtavruli letter J (often a mirror image) within

the linear circle. Around, Asomtavruli legend which, according to Evg.
Pakhomov, on some well-preserved samples can be read as follows: “King of

the Kings Alexandre”.

Reverse: Georgian legend in two lines: LEG/NLG “In the name of god”.

Mint Thilisi (?).

Nominal Silver. Weight=~0,35 gr.

Date 1412.

Collection Saint-Petersburg, Hermitage — Fund of former Asiatic Museum, shelf N°147,
Main Fund NeNe14437-14442. 73 samples in all.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type Issue: Coins of Vakhtang IV with the Asomtavruli legends

Description, Billon.

picture Weight — ex. 0,60 gr., 0,85 gr.

d=13/15 mm.

Obverse: Georgian legend in three lines: NQ/,dd/XQL — “God, long live”.

Reverse: Again, a legend in three lines which continues the legend on the

obverse: dP1/LTHE/RTL — “King Vakhtang”.
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Mint Thilisi (?).

Nominal Billon. Weight — ex. 0,60 gr., 0,85 gr.

Date 1442-1446.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°7184.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15®-16% cc.

Type Coins of Vakhtang IV with the depiction of animal

Description, Billon.

picture Weights — ex. 0,65 gr., 0,88 gr.
d=15 mm.
Obverse: Georgian legend in two lines: 3P"1/"hERP - “King Vakhtang”.
Reverse: Depiction of animal, very much like a donkey.

Mint Thilisi (?).

Nominal Billon. Weights — ex. 0,65 gr., 0,88 gr.

Date 1442-1446.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne3142-3150, 3154-3157.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type Issue: Coins of Giorgi VIII with the title “King of the Kings”

Description, Billon. The weights range from 0,47 gr. to 0,70 gr.

picture d=12/14 9a.
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Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in four lines: dP"1/d" P 1G/dORTN/LT 1]
— “King of the Kings, slave of God, Giorgi”.

Reverse: Cross.

Mint Thilisi (?).
Nominal Billon. The weights range from 0,47 gr. to 0,70 gr.
Date 1446-1466.
Collection For the coins of Giorgi VIII, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. GF.
(Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) N°7188-7196.
Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.
Type Issue: Coins of Giorgi VIII with the title “king”
Description, Billon.
picture
N\
d
Obverse: Georgian legend in two lines —[d"1P1)/ 11— “King Giorgi”.
Reverse: Some animal. No image in the most cases.
Mint Unknown.
Nominal Billon.
Date 1466-1476.
Collection For the coins of Giorgi VIII, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. GF.

(Fund of Treasury, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of
Georgia) N°7188-7196.

297




Group

Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type: Issue: Coins of Bagrat VI
Description, Billon.
picture Weight=0,64 gr.
d=14 mm.
R
g
Obverse: Georgian legend in two lines —dP/YTP - “King Bagrat’
Reverse: Winged beast.
Mint Unknown.
Nominal Billon. Weight=0,64 gr.
Date 1466-1478.
Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°7209-7210.
Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.
Type: Subgroup: Coins of atabeg Kvarkvare
Description, Silver.
picture The weights range approximately from 0,39 gr. to 0,66 gr.

d=12/16 mm.
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Obverse: Mkhedruli legend in two lines within linear square — 4®/g6q (a

mirror image), “Kvarkvare”. There is also coin with Asomtavruli legend.

Reverse: Schematic depiction of fish. Above and below, eight-pointed star.

Mint Akhaltsikhe.

Nominal Silver. The weights range approximately from 0,39 gr. to 0,66 gr.

Date 1451-1498.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°7197-7208.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type Subgroup: Coins of Konstantine II

Description, Billon. The weights range from 0,43 gr. to 0,62 gr.

picture d=12/16 mm.

299




Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in two lines — dP"1/0L" (occasionally —

d®/9m), “King Konstantine” — is divided by two intersecting horizontal

lines.

Reverse: Unknown beast to the left, with long tail (occasionally, cross above

or below).

Billon.
Weight — ex. 0,57 gr.

Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in two lines — dP/0P, “King Konstantine” — is

divided by two intersecting horizontal lines.

Reverse: The Sun.

Billon.
The weights range from 0,47 gr. to 0,64 gr.

There are various abbreviations of the name of Konstantine on the coins

produced using one die: 3P 1/QRR, d71/8, d71/9L, “King Konstantine”, or

without the title —QU/BR"l, “Konstantine”. D. Kapanadze thought these

coins to be chronologically of a later period. The inscriptions on these coins,
as on the coins produced using both dies, are divided by two intersecting

horizontal lines.

Mint Thilisi (7).

Nominal Billon. The weights range from 0,43 gr. to 0,64 gr.

Date 1478-1505.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic

Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) NeNe743-1213, NeNe1683-
1863, NeN°7183-7482.
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Group

Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type Subgroup: Coins of David X

Description, Billon.

picture Obverse: Georgian legend in three lines: NQ/,dd/XQL — “God, long live”.
Reverse: Again, a legend in three lines which continues the legend on the
obverse: “King David”.

Mint Thilisi (?).

Nominal Billon.

Date 1505-1525.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne3302-3325.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type: Coins of Bagrat, king of Imereti

Description, Silver.

picture Weight — 0,63 gr.
d=13/14 mm.
Obverse: Schematic depiction of king in three arched-crown, facing.
Reverse: Georgian Asomtavruli legend divided by horizontal line. The
legend should be read as follows: “King Bagrat”.

Mint Kutaisi (7).

Nominal Silver. Weight — 0,63 gr.

Date 1510-1565.

Collection

Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type: Coins of Giorgi, king of Imereti. I type

Description, Silver.

picture Weight - 0,62 gr., 1,44 gr.
d=11 mm.
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Obverse: Schematic depiction of bearded man, facing, in jewelled crown. To

the left — plant ornament, around — linear circle and circle of the dots.

Reverse: Georgian Asomtavruli legend in abbreviation: 3P 1- “King

Giorgi”, to the right — plant ornament.

Mint Kutaisi (?).

Nominal Silver. Weight — 0,62 gr., 1,44 gr.

Date 1565-1585.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) N°5288, N°7484.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type Coins of Giorgi, king of Imereti. II “type”

Description, Silver.

picture Weight - 0,75 gr.
d=6/14 mm.

Obverse: legend in two lines with a line between them. In the first line we

have M9, in the second — 3P, i.e. “King of the Kings”.
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Reverse: d"1P"J1- “king Giorgi”.

Silver.
Weight - 0,79 gr.
d=6/15 mm.

Obverse: legend in two lines with a line between them. In the first line we

have @719, in the second — 39, i.e. “King of the Kings”.

Reverse: 3P T - “king Giorgi”.

Silver.
Weight - 0,77 gr.
d=6/16 mm.

Obverse: On an elongated side there is a following legend: 319", and

since the circle is closed on all sides, there is no possibility for any other

word.

Reverse: d"1PJ1. The entire legend is as follows: “King of the Kings

Giorgi”.
Mint Kutaisi (?).
Nominal Silver. Weight - 0,75 gr., 0,77 gr., 0,79 gr.
Date 1565-1585.
Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne5289, Ne5290, Ne5303.
Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15®-16% cc.
Type Coins of Giorgi, king of Imereti. III type
Description, Silver.
picture Weight - 0,82 gr.
d=8/15 mm.
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Obverse: Human head to the left. Because of the small size of a plate the face
is not fully depicted. Forehead, left eye open are visible as well as, partially,

crown and presumably — beard. A small part of some letter is placed before

the forehead — 1. According to this part, this letter can be Asomtavruli 1,

Tor"l.

Reverse: An animal. Body and three legs are well visible. Not well visible is a

tail up. The animal is to the left.

Mint Kutaisi (?).

Nominal Silver. Weight - 0,82 gr.

Date 1565-1585.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne 5291.

Group Coins of the Georgian kings and princes in the 15%-16% cc.

Type Subgroup: Imitations to the bistis of shah Tahmasp

Description, Silver.

picture Weight~0,9 gr.
d=13/18 mm.
Obverse: Shia religious formula in Arabic in three lines: “There is no god but
Allah alone, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Ali is the wali of Allah”.
Reverse: Persian legend: “Struck at Zagemi in the year 963 (=1555/1556).

Mint Zagemi.

304




Nominal

Silver. Weight=~0,9 gr.

Date 16* c.

Collection Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia — ex. GF. (Fund of Treasury, Numismatic
Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia) Ne5059, N°5200, NeNe5292-
5300.

Scholarly The 15% c. was a difficult period in Georgian history. United

commentary Georgian kingdom disintegrated into several small kingdoms and

principalities. Unification of Georgia became impossible for a long time.
Obviously, these processes were reflected on the 15 c¢. Georgian money.

A hoard of low-quality and weight-reduced silver and billon coins
was found in 1935 in Gori, during land works between former seminary
street and the cemetery. According to approximate estimates, the hoard
contained 10000 coins. Gori hoard has a big importance for the Georgian
numismatics since it enabled scholars to get aquainted with the majority of
the coins of the 15% c. Georgian kings and princes. The coins from the hoard
are divided into several groups: I — coins with Georgian legends; II — coins
with Arabic legends; III — coins without legends with various depictions (ex.
beast), or coins with much damaged legends. Apart from this, a certain
number of the coins are produced using only obverse die. The dating of the
coins was made possible by Arabic legend in three lines placed on one of the
Turkish akges (or their imitation) from the hoard: “May his deeds be
glorified, struck at Adrianople in the year [8]86 (=1481)”. Therefore the
hoard was probably buried in the 80s of the 15% c. whereas the coins were
struck in 15% c. The Georgian coins of the hoard belong to the following
kings and princes: Alexandre I (1412-1442), Vakhtang IV (1442-1446),
Giorgi VIII (1446-1466), when he still was a king of united Georgia, Bagrat
VI (1466-1478), Kvarkvare — atabeg of Samtskhe (1451-1498), Konstantine II
(1478-1505). The coins of the latter king are abundantly represented in the
hoard and are of various variants. The hoard is kept at the Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia.

Here we also should recall another numismatic hoard of 926 billon
and copper coins, found in 1924 in Mna village (Kazbegi district). The
contents of Mna hoard is identical to that of the hoard of Gori. The contents
of Mna hoard entered the Numismatic Department of the State Museum of
Georgia in two parts (GF. NeNe3142-3481, 16293-16868). The hoard consists
of 15%-16" cc. low-quality coins which were struck in the name of the
following kings: Vakhtang IV, Giorgi VIII, Konstantine II and David X
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(1505-1525). Apart from this, there were also imitations to the Turkish
akces, and the coins with the depiction of beast, fish, and geometric
ornament.

After Giorgi VII, his brother, Konstantine I (1407-1411) became king
of Georgia. Unique silver coin is kept at the Main Fund of the Georgian
Coins, Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia (N23202).
D. Kapanadze thought the coin belongs to Konstantine I (Coins of
Konstantine I). Here is a description:

Silver. Weight — 0,40 gr.

Obverse: Asomtavruli letters inside square.

P
Q R - Konstantine.

L

Reverse: Distorted Arabic legend in two lines.

The identical coin was published by V. Langlois in the 80s of the 19t
c. and mistakenly attributed to Konstantine II. But, as it is seen from his not
very correct dating (1407-1414), Langlois meant Konstantine I.

This coin should belong to Konstantine I. There are three arguments
for this suggestion: 1. the above-described coin resembles the coin of Giorgi
VII; 2. despite the fact that there is a large number of the variants of the
coins with Konstantine’s name in Mna and Gori hoards, we do not
encounter the identical coin there; 3. identical coin was in the hoard found
in 1832 in Lore. The upper chronological limit for the hoard is 1426.

There are no coins of Alexandre I (1412-1442) kept at the
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia. It is true that in
Gori hoard there is one coin (GF. N°7183, weight — 0,38 gr.), which D.
Kapanadze attributes to Alexandre I. However, this coin is so worn that it is

impossible to establish its exact attribution (Coins of Alexandre I). On the
obverse, presumably, a mirror image of Asomtavruli letter J» should be read.

If it is true, then it definitely belongs to Alexandre I because, as was earlier
noted by V. Langlois, this letter denotes the K’oronikon, and coincides with
Alexandre’s enthronement year (100=1412). V. Langlois was right in

deciphering & as the K'oronikon, but he, nevertheless, mistakenly attributed

such coin to Konstantine 1.

The description of the silver coin of Alexandre I is as follows:
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Obverse: In the centre, Asomtavruli letter J (often a mirror image) within

the linear circle. Around, Asomtavruli legend which, according to Evg.
Pakhomov, on some well-preserved samples can be read as follows: “King of

the Kings Alexandre”.

Reverse: Georgian legend in two lines: LEG/NLG “In the name of god”.

G. Dundua had checked Alexandre I's coins kept at Hermitage and

was convinced by Evg. Pakhomov’s reading of the coin legend. The legend
on the reverse is read particularly well: GEG/NULG (in the name of God). The

legend on the obverse became readable only by connecting the fragments of
the inscriptions of several coins since no complete legend was preserved on
any of these coins. Overall, there are 73 coins of Alexandre I kept at the
Hermitage.

After Alexandre I, his son Vakhtang IV (1442-1446) became king. D.
Kapanadze published one variant of Vakhtang IV’s coins, which was found
in Gori hoard (GF. Ne7184) (Coins of Vakhtang IV with the Asomtavruli
legends). However, it is so badly preserved that if not the identical samples

from Mna hoard, its attribution to Vakhtang would be impossible.

Billon. The weights range from ex. 0,60 gr. to 0,85 gr.
Obverse: Georgian legend in three lines: NQ/,dJ/XQL - “God, long live”.
Reverse: Again, a legend in three lines which continues the legend on the

obverse: dPT1/LTHE/RTL - “King Vakhtang”.

Another variant of Vakhtang IV’s coins (Coins of Vakhtang IV with

the depiction of animal) was identified in the up-to-now unpublished Mna
hoard.

Billon. The weights range from ex. 0,65 gr. to 0,88 gr.
Obverse: Georgian legend in two lines: 3P"/"hEP — “King Vakhtang”.

Reverse: Depiction of animal, very much like a donkey.

Despite the fact that the above-described coins were in the hoard
buried in the first quarter of 16™ c., they certainly belong to Vakhtang IV.
There is simply no other Vakhtang at this particular time. This is also
attested by the analysis of Mna hoard. This hoard contains I variant of

Vakhtang IV’s coins and the coins of Giorgi VIII, Konstantine II, and David
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X. It is obvious that this sequence of the Georgian kings is not accidental and
the described coin should belong to Vakhtang IV.

In Gori hoard there were found the coins of Giorgi VIII (1446-1466,
1466-1476) with the different legends. Their description is as follows:

Coins of Giorgi VIII with the title “King of the Kings”.
Billon. The weights range from 0,47 gr. to 0,70 gr.

Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in four lines: 3"1P"/3d1P1GH/FQRTN/L 11 -
“King of the Kings, slave of God, Giorgi”.

Reverse: Cross.

Coins of Giorgi VIII with the title “king”.
Billon.

Obverse: Georgian legend in two lines — [@"1P™]/, 17,1 - “King Giorgi”.

Reverse: Some animal. No image in the most cases.

According to D. Kapanadze, coin in the legend of which Giorgi is
mentioned simply as “king” and not as “King of the Kings”, should belong to
the period of his reign in Kakheti (1466-1476). That is the time when,
pressured by Bagrat VI, he could not have any pretensions for the title of
“King of the Kings”.

The following coin (Coins of Bagrat VI) should belong to Giorgi
VIIT’s rival Bagrat VI (1466-1478):

Billon. Weight =0,64 gr.
Obverse: Georgian legend in two lines — dP"1/14"P — “King Bagrat”.

Reverse: Winged beast.

There were two samples in Gori hoard.
Coin of atabeg Kvarkvare (Coins of atabeg Kvarkvare) is synchronous

with the money of Giorgi VIII and Bagrat VI.

Silver. The weights range approximately from 0,39 gr. to 0,66 gr.
Obverse: Mkhedruli legend in two lines within linear square — y®/g6q (a
mirror image), “Kvarkvare”. There is also coin with Asomtavruli legend.

Reverse: Schematic depiction of fish. Above and below, eight-pointed star.
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M. Barataev was the first who studied Feudal coins. However, he
mistakenly attributed identical coin to Rusudan (1222-1245). In the letters of
the name of atabeg Kvarkvare he read 450 (=1230) which we encounter on
Rusudan’s dramas.

Afterwards, D. Kapanadze attributed identical coin but with
Asomtavruli legend, which was found in Gori hoard, to the period of co-
regnancy of Bagrat VI and Konstantine II (1466-1478). However, Kapanadze

was already questioning his own theory by putting a question mark at his
reading of the legend (AR/Md . . .7). The finding of another sample with

Mkhedruli legend enabled him to find out about a person who struck the
coin with the depiction of fish. This is Kvarkvare, atabeg of Samtskhe (1451-
1498), who was notorious for his separatism. Various variants of his coins
attest to the fact that the mint of Samtskhe, which undoubtedly was located
in Akhaltsikhe, was producing coins on a larger scale. Among the coins of
Kvarkvare there is one coin, found by Ts. Ghvaberidze, which has an Arabic
abbreviation of the atabeg’s name on the obverse, whereas on the reverse —
fish.

We should stop on anepigraphic coins, which were undoubtedly
struck at Akhaltsikhe mint. Below is the description according Ts.
Ghvaberidze:

1. GF. N7200. Silver. Weight — 0,77 gr. d=14/16 mm.

Obverse: Schematic depiction of fish to the right within the circle. Dots
above and below the depiction.
Reverse: Schematic depiction of fish to the left within the circle. Dots above

and below the depiction.

2. QF. Ne603. Silver. Weight — 0,48 gr. d=13/14 mm.
Obverse: Cross within the circle.

Reverse: Schematic depiction of fish to the left within the circle.

3. QF. Ne3215. Silver. Weight — 0,73 gr. d=13/14 mm.
Obverse: Depiction of fish to the left within the circle.
Reverse: Sunni religious formula in Arabic in three lines within the linear

quadrangle — “There is no god but Allah alone, Muhammad is the Messenger
of Allah”.

As it was already said, the Georgian coins with the depiction of fish
are anonymous. However, D. Kapanadze, rightly so, attributed these coins to

Meskheti mint. G. Dundua had a similar opinion. Moreover: G. Dundua,
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while reviewing the attribution-dating question of the coins with the
depiction of fish, and analyzing the hoards and the similarity of these money
with the coins of Kvarkvare, concluded that they belong to Kvarkvare
atabeg. However, these coins were struck in the early period of his reign,
before he captured Giorgi, king of Georgia, in 1465.

Coins of Konstantine II (1478-1505) are the most numerous in Gori
and Mna hoards. They are divided into two variants both in terms of
technics as well as the way of expressing the name Konstantine. To the first
variant belong the coins produced using both dies, and the name
Konstantine is accompanied with the title “king”. To the second variant
belong the coins produced with only one die. In some cases the name of
Konstantine is along with the title “king”, whereas in other cases — title is
not given (Coins of Konstantine II).

The description of the coins of the first variant is as follows:

Billon. The weight range from 0,43 gr. to 0,62 gr.

Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in two lines —d®PT1/aL" (occasionally —

d®/9mM), “King Konstantine” — is divided by two intersecting horizontal

lines.
Reverse: Unknown beast to the left, with long tail (occasionally, cross above

or below).

To this variant belong also four coins found in Gori hoard.

Billon. Weight — ex. 0,57 gr.
Obverse: Asomtavruli legend in two lines — dP/QR, “King Konstantine” — is

divided by two intersecting horizontal lines. All the four coins are worn.

Reverse: The Sun.

There are various abbreviations of the name of Konstantine on the

coins produced using one die:d®/QRR", dT/A", d7/aL, “King

Konstantine”, or without the title — QU/BR", “Konstantine”. D. Kapanadze

thought these coins to be chronologically of a later period. The inscriptions
on these coins, as on the coins produced using both dies, are divided by two
intersecting horizontal lines (billon, the weights range from 0,47 gr. to 0,64
gr.).

Because of few and complicated material, the 16" c. Georgian coins

are less studied. According to some information, T. Lomouri had prepared
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for publication Mna hoard, which mainly consists of the coins of David X
(1505-1525), king of Kartli in East Georgia. Unfortunately, this study was
not published, creating some scholarly difficulties. In the 1960s G. Dundua
examined the coins of Mna hoard and was convinced that the majority of
the coins of David X are exact imitations to the I variant of the coins of
Vahktang IV. The only feature changed is the name of the king. The legends
on both sides of the coins of Vakhtang IV are as follows: “God, long
live//king Vakhtang”, whereas the legends on both sides of the coins of
David is are follows: “God, long live//king David”. Obviously, Mna hoard
consists of several variants of the coins of David (Coins of David X).

History of the 16% c. Georgian coins would have ended at this point,
if not quite large hoard of silver coins found in Patara Jikhaishi (Khoni
district) in 1946. The coins of the hoard unfortunately were mostly
dispersed. Even with 18 coins which reached us T. Lomouri managed to fill
up partially the gap which existed in the 16* Georgian numismatics. Out of
18 coins, 5 are Georgian, 4 — Turkish, and 9 — Iranian. All the coins are
silver.

5 Georgian coins can be divided into three different types:

I type (Coins of Giorgi, king of Imereti. I type).
GF. Ne5288. Weight — 0,62 gr. d=11 mm.
Obverse: Schematic depiction of bearded man, facing, in jewelled crown. To

the left — plant ornament, around — linear circle and circle of the dots.
Reverse: Georgian Asomtavruli legend in abbreviation: 3P 1- “King

Giorgi”, to the right — plant ornament.

First scholar who published such coin was M. Barataev. He
mistakenly attributed it to Giorgi II (1072-1089). V. Langlois had a different
opinion. He attributed the coin published by Barataev and the ones from the
hoard found in 1850 near Thilisi to Giorgi VIII.

It is worth noting that Ekv. Takaishvili, in one of his works published
in Paris, thought this coin to be “Giorgauli”. However, when he saw the
contents of Patara Jikhaishi hoard, he refused his attribution and in 1951
handed over his sample to the State Museum of Georgia (GF. N°7484). This
sample differs from the coin of Patara Jikhaishi both in weight and size
(weight — 1,44 gr., d=13/18 mm.). As D. Kapanadze thinks the coin is of
double nominal.

The II type (Coins of Giorgi, king of Imereti. II “type”). There are
three coins of the II “type” in Patara Jikhaishi hoard. GF. NeNe5289, 5290,
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5303. Weight - 0,75, 0,77, 0,79; d=6/14, 6/16, 6/15. All the three coins are
elongated, corner-shaped metal plates with Asomtavruli legends. Two coins,
NeNe5289 and 5303, according to T. Lomouri, should have been struck with
the same dies, whereas the third, N°5290, should present their variant.

The obverse legend of N°5289 is in two lines with a line between

them. In the first line we have @19, in the second — 3P, i.e. “King of the

Kings”. N°5303 has the legend in full — d"1P"l. In between the two linear
circles there is a circle of the dots. The reverse legends are identical on both
coins: 3P4 - “king Giorgi”.

Third coin (GF. Ne5290) differs from the above two only by obverse
legend. On an elongated side there is a following legend: 319", and since

the circle is closed on all sides, there is no possibility for any other word.
The reverse side is identical to the reverses of the above coins. Therefore, the
entire legend of this sample is as follows: d1P1G NPTk 1- “King of the
Kings Giorgi”.

Two analogous coins were in the hoard found in the outskirts of
Thilisi in 1850. They are described by V. Langlois. However, both
description and attribution are wrong.

IIT type (Coins of Giorgi, king of Imereti. III type). GF. Ne5291.
Weight - 0,82. d=8/15.

The coin is of an elongated, inccorect rectangular form. A human
head to the left is visible on one side. Because of the small size of a plate the
face is not fully depicted. Forehead, left eye open are visible as well as,

partially, crown and presumably — beard. A small part of some letter is

placed before the forehead- 1. According to this part, this letter can be

Asomtavruli 1, "lor "l. An animal is depicted on the other side. Body and

three legs are well visible. Not well visible is a tail up. The animal is to the
left.

Two such coins from the hoard found in 1850 were published by V.
Langlois. He considered the animal on the reverse to be a lion. The coin

plate published by V. Langlois as N°3 is much wider and before the human
profile there are depicted three Asomtavruli letters: P1'1. V. Langlois reads

them as “King Giorgi”, and T. Lomouri, because of the contents of the hoard,
accepts this theory.

Before V. Langlois, identical coin was published by M. Barataev. On
his sample, human profile to the left is clearly visible, bearded, crowned.

The head is placed on the coin in such a way that there is a small place left
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between it and the edge. There are Asomtavruli legends: in front of the head
— 3P, behind - "1, i.e. “King Giorgi”. A circle of the dots around it. As to

the effigy on the reverse, because of bad preservation, depicted animal is not
well seen. M. Barataev thought the animal to be a wild pig. He thought the
coin was struck by Giorgi I (1014-1027).

V. Langlois thinks these coins to be struck by Giorgi VIII.

Lastly, whom the coins of Giorgi from the hoards found in the
outskirts of Tbilisi in 1850 and Patara Jikhaishi should belong to?
Fortunately, in Patara Jikhaishi hoard there were found well-dated foreign
coins which enable us to establish chronological frame for the Georgian
coins. This is Turkish akge of the sultan Murad III (1574-1595) dated by
A H. 982 (=1574-1575). It is clear that king Giorgi lived in the second half of
the 16 c.

Interesting coins were touched upon by D. Kapanadze in his
textbook. It is true he did not make any changes to T. Lomouri’s attribution.
However, he expressed his views regarding the design of the above-given
coins. He wrote: “In comparison with other coins of the 14%-15% cc. these
two described samples (I and II type — T. D.) are virtual masterpieces of coin
issuing: the depiction is made in such an artistic way (i.e. the iconography of
the I type coin — T. D.) that the art critic O. Saneblidze compares the
depiction on this coin to the depiction of Giorgi II on one of the icons of
Gelati and its fresco. The artwork of the legend is especially beautiful.
Accuracy and skills, which the artisan showed in making the legend and the
depiction, are astounding; it is interesting how the artisan managed to place
beautifully on such a tiny plate both the legend and the depiction.

Is it noteworthy that despite the difficult situation in West Georgia,
the coins of Giorgi, son of Bagrat, have much better technical and artistic
traits than their contemporary Turkish coins. It is interesting that both
fineness of metal and weight is much higher”.

We could have ended the review of the 16™ c. Georgian coins, but it
lacks one more aspect.

M. Barataev and V. Langlois published such a sample of the Georgian
coins where the name of Bagrat was possible to be read (Coins of Bagrat,
king of Imereti). Initially, this coin was attributed by V. Langlois to Bagrat

II1, king of Imereti. The decription of the coin is as follows:

Obverse: Schematic depiction of king in three arched-crown, facing.
Reverse: Georgian Asomtavruli legend divided by horizontal line. The

legend should be read as follows: “King Bagrat”.
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D. Kapanadze wrote: “None of the coins with the name of Bagrat was
found in Patara Jikhaishi hoard. However, the comparison of the samples
and the coin types makes it possible to relate to the same period and to date
by 1510-1565 the below (the above-described coin — T. D.) silver coin”.

That was about the 16" c. Georgian coins. Silver coins were struck in
the name of foreign ruler in one of the mints of Georgia in the 16" c. This
mint was in Zagemi. The functioning of the mint is attested by the silver
hoard of Persian coins found in Birkiani village, Pankisi Gorge (Akhmeta
district) in 1967. This hoard included two abbasis struck at Zagemi in the
name of shah Safi I (1629-1642), the Safavid, and dated by A.H. 1039
(=1629). According to the work of T. Kutelia, who thoroughly studied the
Georgian-Iranian relations (under Safavids), based on numismatic material,
it was ascertained that the mint at Zagemi was also functioning in the 16® c.

Zagemi was located on the left side of the Alazani river, in the
Fastern part of the historical Kakheti, on the road from Gremi to Shirwan.
According to the historical sources, in 16®-17% cc. Zagemi along with Gremi
and Telavi was an important town of Kakheti.

T. Kutelia, in the process of working in various museums found 26
silver coins which were struck at Zagemi in the name of the Safavid shah
Tahmasp I (1524-1576). She even read the date of issue on some of these
coins: A.H. 963 (1555-1556), 975 (1567-1568), 977 (1569-1570). These coins
are of small size and elongate form. Their lenghth varies between 11 and 13
mm., whereas the width — between 8 and 9 mm. T. Kutelia, according to
their weight, established that these coins were bistis, or half shahis. The
weight of the bisti is 0,91 gr., whereas of the half shahi — 1,05 gr. Obviously,
there is nothing Georgian in these coins. There is Shia religious formula in
Arabic placed on obverse, whereas on reverse — name of the mint and date.

Below is the description of one of the samples:

Obverse: Shia religious formula in Arabic in three lines: “There is no god but
Allah alone, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Ali is the wali of Allah”.
Reverse: Persian legend: “Struck at Zagemi in the year 963” (=1555/1556).

The striking of the coins in the name of the Safavids attests to
Kakheti’s dependance on the foreign country and acknowledgement of the
Iranian overlordship.

And finally, as the material attests, imitations to the coins of Tahmasp

I (Imitations to the bistis of shah Tahmasp) were struck in Georgia.
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We have already said that only 18 coins survived from Patara
Jikhaishi hoard. 5 of them are Georgian, 4 — Turkish, whereas 9 — Iranian or
imitations to Iranian (inventory number of the latter coins — NeNe5292-
5300). According to the description of T. Lomouri, “ . . . outwardly they
represent elongated, incorrect rectangular plates with the diameter ranging
from 6/11 mm. to 13/16 mm. and the weight ranging from 0,42 gr. to 0,75 gr.
On both sides of the plates there are Arabic legends. The legend on the first
side should be a Muslim religious formula, whereas on the second side the
legend is unclear. No date is visible on any of the coins. However, by virtue
of various features it is still possible to date them. . . There is a large
collection in the Numismatic Cabinet of the State Museum of Georgia. The
collection contains 692 coins, which, despite minor exceptions, are of the
same type. The legends are mostly unclear. On two samples, NeN°5059, 5200,
it was possible to read a date of A.H. 963 (=1555)”. This year belongs to the
reign of Tahmasp I.

Identical coins were also a part of large hoard found near Ambrolauri
in 1909. Half of the coins from hoard belonged to shah Abbas I (1589-1629),
whereas the second half was elongated quadrangle-shaped small money with
distorted Arabic legends. Evg. Pakhomov thought that these mysterious
coins resemble in both shape and size the money of Tahmasp I and their
issue presumably took place in West Georgia. D. Kapanadze also thought
these coins were produced at some mint in Imereti.

It is clear that the imitations to the coins of Tahmasp I would not be
imported from Iran into Georgia. They were produced locally, but who
struck these coins and where? Turkish akce too, dated by A.H. 982 (1574-
1575), was found in Patara Jikhaish hoard. Therefore, the coins we are
discussing could be dated by that period. At that time Giorgi II (1565-1585)
is king of Imereti who issues the coins in his name. Why did he need to issue
imitations? An answer to this question should be found since the role of
Turkish akces and imitations to the Iranian coins is well attested in
monetary circulation of Georgia by the contents of the hoards (Gori, Mna

and Ambrolauri hoards).
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Imported  coins

found in Georgia

15t c. foreign money from East Georgia

1. A hoard was found in 1830-32 in Lore. The hoard was initially
placed in Petersburg’s Asiatic Museum. In the 1960s G. Dundua tried,
unsuccessfully though, to establish the entire body of the hoard. The reason
for this is that the coins of the hoard, according to their place of origin,
without any documentation, were placed in different funds. However, Lore
hoard was undoubtedly placed in Petersburg’s Asiatic Museum. There were
67 Georgian coins in Lore hoard. Today in the numismatic funds of the
former Asiatic Museum there is the same number of the Georgian coins.

The chronological limit for the Oriental coins of the hoard is 1343-
1426, whereas the year 1426 is lower chronological limit for the burial of the
hoard. But we think that the hoard was buried much later. To this attest 67
Georgian coins found in Lore hoard. Alexandre I captured Lore in 1431. It is
difficult to imagine that the 15% c. devalued Georgian coins could be
circulating in such numbers beyond the borders and be put together with
high value coins in one hoard. We think it would be correct to suggest that
the hoard was buried after 1431, when Lore was incorporated back into
Georgia and the Georgian coins started circulation there.

Out of 503 coins from Lore hoard 13 belong to the Juchids, 22 — to
Hulaguids, 9 — to Jala’irids, 16 — to Timur and other persons (Siurghatmish,
Mahmud), 47 — to Timurids, 50 — to Shirwanshahs, 8 — to Ottomans, 3 — to
Mamluks, 90 — to Kara-Koyunlu and 9 - to Ak-Koyunlu.

The contents of Lore hoard make us think that the coins of the
Timurids and Shirwanshahs were quite widely circulating in Georgia. It is
difficult to say how widely were spread the coins of the Ottomans and the
Mamluks in Georgia in the same period. However, the fact that these coins
were in the hoard deserves attention.

2. A clay pot with silver coins was accidentally found in April 1964
near the village Akhali Sakobo (Lagodekhi district). The coins were
dispersed and only 46 survived, which are preserved at the Fund of Treasury,
Numismatic Collection, Simon Janashia Museum of Georgia - GF.
NeNe11415-11460. All the coins in the hoard are Shirwan anonymous tangas
and belong to the reign of Hallilulah I (A.H. 820-867=1417-1462). 44 out of
46 coins were struck in Shemakha, 2 — in Baku. According to the date placed
on the coins, the hoard was probably buried after 1426-1427.

3. A clay pot with silver coins was accidentally found in autumn 1951
in the village Tamarasheni (Tskhinvali district). The hoard was divided

between the finders. From this hoard there are 37 coins kept in the
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Tkshinvali Historical-Ethnographic Museum, whereas in Simon Janashia
Museum of Georgia — 8 (GF. NeNe11414, 12140-12146). One copper coin
from the hoard was struck in the name of the Georgian king David VIII
(1293-1311). 44 tangas from Shirwan belong to the reign of Hallilulah I. The
hoard was buried after 1462-1463. Tangas are very worn and mints are
difficult to read. 18 samples could have been struck at Shemakha.

4. A clay pot with silver coins was found in 1928 in Didkhorkhi
village (Dusheti district). Evg. Pakhomov indicated not very correct
coordinates of finding and did not provide the exact number of the coins in
the hoard: « . . . okomo 68 Tener nauano XV B. . . .» In reality, the hoard
contains 66 tangas from Shirwan and 20 Georgian coins (this number was
correctly indicated by Evg. Pakhomov). Tangas from Shirwan belong to the
period of Hallilulah I's reign. Out of them the latest issue is dated by A.H.
834 (=1430-1431). They were struck at Shemakha, Baku and Derbent. But
we cannot establish the deposition year of the hoard according to the coins
from Shirwan. This question is closely related to the attribution of the
Georgian anonymous coins with the depiction of fish, whose emission,
presumably, was carried out by the atabeg of Samtskhe Kvarkvare. The
deposition period should have been the second half of the 15t c.

5. A clay pot with silver coins was accidentally found in 1971 in Ali
village (Khashuri district) near the road from Gomi (Kartli) to Sachkhere
(Imereti). The hoard was dispersed. 55 pieces were placed in the Khashuri
Museum, whereas 4 — in a school museum of Koreti village (Sachkhere
district). The hoard contains anonymous tangas of Hallilulah I's reign, 6
samples, and Farruh Yassar’s (A.H. 867-906=1462-1500) small money — 53
samples. The earliest coin from the hoard was struck in A.H. 834 (=1430-
1431), the latest — in A.H. 898 (=1492-1493). The hoard, it seems, was buried
in late 15% c. The coins of Ali hoard are worn, the name of a mint —
Shemakha — is readable only on some coins.

Thus, the analysis of the above-mentioned hoards gives us every
reason to conclude that throughout the 15%* c. tangas of Shirwan were
widely circulating in East Georgia, and that under tangas mentioned in the
Georgian sources these coins are implied.

Apart from the tangas of Shirwan, according to the Georgian
documents of the 15" c., the spread of the Venetian ducats in Georgia is an
established fact. Apart from the written sources, this is attested by a factual
material.

Three 15% c. Venetian gold coins together with the 16% c. Ottoman

altuns and Venetian ducats were found in 1974 in Lekhura gorge (between
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Akhalgori and Mejvriskhevi). The gold coins were struck in the name of the
following doges: Francesco Foscari (1423-1457), Pasquale Malipiero (1457-
1462) and Cristoforo Moro (1462-1471). This money could have been from
the Italian trading stations like — Kafa and Tana.

Apart from this, undoubtedly, in the 15% c. the circulation of
Kirmaneuli tetri continues, particularly in an intensive way in West Georgia,
and this fact is attested by factual material.

According to the records, the Ottoman gold and silver coins
(Georgian general term for the gold coins in that time was phluri, and for
the silver coins — tetri) were circulating in Samtskhe-Saatabago and, perhaps,
beyond its borders too in the last years of Giorgi VIII's reign and throughout
the rule of Bagrat VI. The spread of the Ottoman coins in Georgia is attested
even by the fact that the Georgian coins of the second half of the 15* c. bear
significant influence of the Ottomona numismatics. To this attest also the
contents of the hoards of Mna and Gori, where, apart from imitations to the

Ottoman coins, there are original samples too.

16* c. foreign money from Georgia

To establish the whole picture of the money circulation in the 16" c.
Georgia, it is necessary to make a full list of coin findings. We start with the
topography of the findings of gold coins:

1. Half ashraf of Tahmasp I (1524-1576) dated A.H. 941 (=1534-1535)
was found in 1949 in Jorjiashvili village (Tetritskaro district).

2. A hoard of 23 gold coins was found in 1947 in the Lekhura river
gorge (left stream of Mtkvari river, Kaspi district). 13 coins are Venetian
ducats, 8 — Ottoman altuns and two Iranian half ashrafs. The Venetian
ducats were struck in the name of the following doges: Francesco Foscari
(1423-1457), Pasquale Malipiero (1457-1462), Cristoforo Moro (1462-1471);
we have written about these ducats in a due place, when we were reviewing
the 15% c. foreign coins in Georgia; Andrea Gritti (1523-1539), Pietro Lando
(1539-1545). The altuns (8 samples) bear the name of the Ottoman sultan
Suleyman I (1520-1566), half ashrafs — the name of the Safavid Tahmasp I,
dated by A.H. 953 (=1546-1547) and 955 (=1548-1549).

Thus, Lekhura hoard was buried in the 50-60s of the 16" c.

3. A hoard of 16®-17% cc. coins was found in 1932 in the ruins of the
old fortress in Ude village (Adigeni district). The hoard contained 28 silver
coins and one Ottoman altun of Murad III (1574-1595).

4. One altun, dated by A.H. 918 (=1512-1513) and struck in the name
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of Selim I (1512-1520), was found in 1970 in Khekordzula village (Mtskheta
district).

5. A hoard of gold coins was found in the 1920s in the surroundings
of Ateni village (Gori district). The coins were sold part by part. Two Dutch
ducats from this hoard entered the State Museum of Georgia (GF. NeN°10515,
11071). One of them was a ducat, dated by 1588, from Friesland province,
the second one — struck in 1646.

The given material attests to the fact that Persian gold coins did not
play any significant role in Georgia. This is not surprising as the issue of gold
coins in Iran itself was not carried out on a regular basis. Moreover, gold
coins were not introduced into trade activities. As to the Venetian ducats
and Ottoman altuns, they were undoubtedly circulating in Georgia. A
following theory was propounded in the scholarly literature: despite the fact
that from the 15% c., because of the Ottoman aggression, economic relations
are cut off with Italian trading stations, Venetian ducats still entered
Georgia, however, this time through Turkey and Iran.

Now we will discuss the 16 c. silver coins found in Georgia: we have
already talked about the coins from Patara Jikhaishi, Ambrolauri, Racha as
well as coins without the place of finding (as it is pointed out in the
scholarly literature, the last two were, probably, parts of the hoard of
Ambrolauri). Although, some hoards were buried in the 17th c., there are
many imitations to the coins of Tahmasp I (1524-1576) as well as original
samples. On some samples T. Kutelia read the name of Zagemi mint.
Through the analysis of the contents of the hoards, it is possible to conclude
that after the mid-16" c. Persian coins were widely circulated in both West
and East Georgia. Also noteworthy is the fact that in this regard in Georgia
the most important place was held by the coins struck at Zagemi mint. They
were circulating in Armenia and Azerbaijan, and this is attested by the
hoards of Ashtarax and Shakhbuz.

Let us turn to other findings.

First of all it is necessary to end the discussion on the 16% c. Persian
coins. Apart from the data provided here, in various parts of Georgia there
were found samples of Tahmasp I struck at various mints. However, this
does not change the overall picture. Therefore, we will not list them here.

Ottoman coins.

1. Four Ottoman akges of Selim I (1512-1520) were found during rock
works in 1952 near Akhaldaba village (Borjomi district), on the right bank of
river Mtkvari.

2. Four Ottoman akges, struck in the name of Selim II (1566-1574)
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and Murad III (1574-1595), were in Patara Jikhaishi hoard.

3. A hoard of silver coins was found in 1945 in Likhauri village
(Ozurgeti district). The hoard consisted of about one hundred 16®-17% cc.
Ottoman akcges, more than one thousand imitations to the Ottoman akces
and about twenty plates of various form. Unfortunately, we do not know the
number of the 16% c. coins.

4. A hoard was found in 1895 in Kutaisi. The hoard contained
Ottoman and Iranian coins of the 16®-17% cc., and coins from Trebizond,
about 500 pieces in all.

5. 15% c. Juchid coins, 16" c. Ottoman coins and 16% c. Spanish
silvered coins were found along with other items in 1903 at the Otobaya
cemetery (Gali district).

Despite the fact that the findings of the 16" c. Ottoman coins are not
frequent and we still do not know their exact number, Ottoman silver coins
undoubtedly were widely circulating in Georgia. This is attested by large
numbers of their imitations in the hoards. Quite naturally, the issue of
imitations was preceded by intensive circulation of the originals. Otherwise
imitations would not have been struck.

Now we turn to the 16% c. European coins:

1. A taler of Albert, margrave of Hohenzollern possessions in
Franconia (Bayreuth-Ansbach), struck in 1549 was found in 1940 near
Radionovka village (Bogdanovka (Ninotsminda) district).

2. A hoard of European coins was found during quarry works in 1959
in Kvareli district. The contents were dispersed among the finders. Telavi
Historical Museum managed to acquire only 9 samples. They are the Dutch
daalders, Czech, Salzburg and Saxonian talers. The earliest sample from the
survived coins belongs to the emperor Carlos V (1519-1555), whereas the
latest, struck in 1572 — to the Saxonian duke August. The hoard should not
have been buried before 1572.

3. A copper vessel with 414 European silver coins (overall weight —
8,5 kg.) was found during agricultural works in June 1953 in Makharadze
(modern Ozurgeti). 270 coins were handed over to State Museum of Georgia,
whereas 144 samples — to Ozurgeti Historical Museum. The hoard was
studied and published by R. Kebuladze. The hoard, according to its contents,
is divided into three parts. It consists of Austrian, Italian and Spanish coins.
The earliest coin from the hoard, taler, belongs to archduke Ferdinand and
was struck in 1564-1595, whereas the latest, peso, belongs to Philip IV and
was struck in 1628. The hoard, according to the latest coin, was buried after
the 20s of the 17th c¢. We will talk about this hoard later during the
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discussion on the 17th c. data. For the moment, we are interested how many
16® c. coins are in this hoard. Below is their list:

a) Dukedom of Tirol, mint of Halle — 6, Ensisheim — 1. Taler.
Archduke Ferdinand (1564-1595) — 7 samples.

b) Republic of Venice, doge Pasquale Cicogna (1585-1595). Silver.
Undated ducato.

c) Spain and its colonies in America. Philip II (1556-1598) — 2
samples.

Thus, there are 10 coins from 16" c. in Ozurgeti hoard. Nevertheless,
it is still possible that they entered Georgia together with the 17th c.
material.

4. Taler of archduke Ferdinand, dated by 1575, was found in the 50s
of the 20* c. in Kvemo Kedi village (Tsiteltskaro (Dedoplistskaro) district).

5. Two Dutch levendaalders (silver, undated) of late 16® c. and early
17% c. entered State Museum of Georgia in 1965.

6. A hoard of 16®-17% cc. coins was found in the ruins of an old
fortress in Ude village (Adigeni district) in 1932. The hoard contained 1 gold
and 28 silver coins. The gold coin is an altun of Murad III (1574-1595),
whereas the rest are European coins. The latter part consists of Austrian and
Hungarian talers, Dutch arendsdaalders, rijksdaalders, achtentwintigs and
Spanish pesos.

The earliest coin from the hoard is taler of archduke Ferdinand,
struck in 1564-1595. The latest is Philip III’s peso, struck in 1598-1621. The
hoard should not have been buried before the 20s of the 17th c.

There are three 16 c. coins in the hoard of Ude. These are 1-2.
undated taler of archduke Ferdinand, dukedom of Tirol, mint of Halle and
3. Hungary, taler of the emperor Rudolf II (1576-1612), struck in 1594 at
Kremnitz mint.

7. Dutch daalder and Hungarian taler, found in Kakheti, entered State
Museum of Georgia in 1965: 1. Netherlands under the Spanish rule, Zutphen
county, count Wilhelm III von Berg (+1586); 2. Hungary, taler of the
emperor Rudolf I, struck at Kremnitz mint in 1591.

8. A hoard of silver coins was found in 1903 at Otobaya cemetery
(Gali district). Apart from the 15% c. Juchid samples and 16® c. Ottoman
akces, the hoard contained 16 c. Spanish coins.

9. 16®-17% cc. Spanish pesos were found in 1955 in Urta village
(Ochamchire district).

We have written that a part of the 16® c. European coins found in

Georgia may have entered the country in the 17* c. However, we cannot
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doubt the fact that they were circulating in the 16™ c. Georgia. According to
the conclusion of R. Kebuladze, the date for the spread of talers in Georgia
should be considered the mid-16" c. Apart from this, the scholar also thinks
that talers entered Georgia from Iran and Ottoman Empire. These countries
were economically tightly linked to the Euroepan countries and the number
of talers in their monetary markets was quite significant.

If we conclude the above-discussed, we will have the following
picture: in the 16" c. the Georgian kings issued their coins — David X (1505-
1525) in Kartli, Giorgi II, king of Imereti (1565-1585) and, possibly, Bagrat
III, king of Imereti (1510-1565). Apart from this, imitations to the Ottoman
akces and Tahmasp I's (1524-1576) coins were struck and widely circulated
there.

As to the foreign currency, Venetian gold ducats and Ottoman altuns
were undoubtedly circulating in Georgia. At this time, in the 16™ c., mint of
Zagemi in Kakheti started to operate. Irainian-style coins struck there were
circulating in Georgia.

And finally, European silver coins too were undoubtedly circulating
in Georgia. However, in this period they entered Georgia mainly through

the Ottoman Empire and Iran.
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