©®430100b 01330L 63MLIT) Y 013633ILCMM3IMOY
LINLOMGNOM ©Y I0M6MBMIVNIX() 6Y3MMIdNDL
30b3©300) (35333010, MM1IMIICINL MIL3IONNJY)

THE PAST AND PRESENT OF TBETI COMMUNITY
ACCORDING TO HISTORICAL AND ETHNOGRAPHIC
SOURCES (SHAVSHETI, REPUBLIC OF TURKEY)

MMdgdHO 339350960
Rozeta Gujejiani

03069 5935003300l bobganmoob
®00eobNb babgmdboxrm Pbn3z5MLbobIDH0
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

3390s60¢homyam 393609M500ms BozgmMaho
Faculty of Humanities

bog396dm bogy3zgdn: H0gM0b 1930, JObmgMoxznyma Bysmmgodn,
4030900, oymggmab Mab3ydmngs

Keywords: Theti community, ethnographic sources, Shavsheti,
Republic of Turkey



Hogmo obHmMoymo do389mnb 3930039690 d3zgmn bmxygmny
o 00bn 8330Mb0 Jommymo BoMIMTo3mmMdnbabn o9MNob, TogMod

093bModghg LOY3R60L 70-0060 BagdabomM30L ndoyMms o babomb
0999330mMs 90b0373M0 0©gbhMos s bym-bgms d50dDmy©s JoMomymaon
960L gogzmEgmgonb sMmgommon. 1925 BennEeb bmxygmb MBnENIMYMo©
©o9MJ30 , 393000 M3 ,393MNabLY 6086o3L, TogMod ©MYO®Y
bm®mob d3zgmo Lobgmo 33mo3 3dsdmoygbgds s dsb MyYMIPMoE
bdmgbab Aodohgdom -,Hndgh“~ BoMAMm]30096. Hdgmn Bdo385m0b
©Mg306agmn sdnbobhMmogoymn 396HMoEeb, MmIgmbog 39300
35380m0 (nbhmMoymo Lammymn) Es3MMYOMNS 13 JnEmIgHMOo.
2010 Banob bhohobhHngno bmxyms 3bmzmMmdb 362 0odnsbn. bmxymab
dy0ggmdn Hogoob dmbobhmalb bsbgMg3ns. donbgoze gmbozyMn
0096MMd0L dg33mnby, LMBMEL ymaxzs @N3xM  Jogsomns o0
Mg3nmbob (HMsoEnymn Jomomgma 3gmAnmym-badggmbgm Hndabs,
33mo3  d960MmAnbgdymons Jommymn  bogmbyMmo  sMjohgddHob
330mMMOMN3n 30MNaEny — 8o399M-009Mbayman bagbmamgdgmn o
LO099MbgMBO3adMB60;3MEba™NED930b63MgMdNL,gbsgMmbangmdNL,
09939H3M9MO0by o bgmmbBEmMONL EoMagdn: dggmmdy, J300 O
boo byMmmoy, 8gmyby.

Theti is an old village in the historical Shavsheti and its inhabitants
are of Georgian origin, but by the 70s of the nineteenth century a large part
of the locals changed their ethnic identity and the area of spreading the
Georgian language was gradually limited. Since 1925, the village has been
officially called “Jevizli”, which means “Kakliani”, but the old name of the
village is still used nowadays and it is pronounced in Turkish manner as
“Tibet". Theti is 13 kilometres away from the current administrative cen-
tre of Shavsheti, which is called Shavshati (historical Satleli). According to
2010 statistics, the population of the village is 362 people. In the middle
of the village is the ruin of Tbeti Monastery. Despite the change of ethnic
identity of the villagers, the image of the village is a typical example of a
settlement of the traditional Georgian cultural-economic type of this re-
gion, the local variation of the Georgian folk architecture is still preserved
- the black-and-white residential and agricultural buildings; The farming,

58



cattle-breeding, beekeeping and handicrafts, blacksmithing, wood carving,
metallurgy; traditional nutrition system, historical micro and macro top-
onyms, etc. are still preserved.

This village is also relevant for pilgrimage tourism, as there is a Theti
Monastery. In recent years, the idea has emerged among the people of The-
li to restore the Theti Monastery to make it an attractive place for tourism.
In 2020, Van Yiziincu Yil University Assistant Professor, Archaeologist Os-
man Aitekin carried out the cleaning works of the Theti Monastery (under
the supervision of the Arzrum Museum Directorate). An important source
for the study of the history of Theti and Theti Monastery is the story of Fakir
Baikurt (1929-1999) “The Church of Jevizli”, translated by Mzia Gurgenidze.
Fakir Baikurti worked as a teacher in the Shavsheti region in the 1950s. He
was a writer and publicist with a social-democratic worldview. While work-
ing in the Shavsheti region, Fakir Baikurt collected rich ethnographic data
from locals (legends about the Tbeti Church, history of the church’s demo-
lition), based on which he wrote the short story “The Church of Jevizli”. This
story is included in his book “Efkar Hill”, which has been published several
times. Fakir Baikurt's story “Jevizli Church” is an important source for study-
ing the being of the village of Theti and the history of the Theti Monastery
of the Mother of God.
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