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990 LOY3N69900L L33ByMAL 3bmzmMgdnb DmangMmmn b3gEnRnIyMn
dbomob H396900 03MMdMeE BaMIME30©3ax0s. 9M 30093 oM sMab
d9093d03909mo gMmmnsbn 8dMn Mxagnmbab bmEnsm-93mbmangyMo,
3m0h03nMo s 3MmbymMymo gobznmomgdnb dogm Mog sMmbydom
Lo3nmMbgdBY. bLogzmagbom 3Mgdoms Johnsbggdn o Logmm bLobob
bbgoobbgs bgmbobgmadn, domomadbohzmymn mJmmIFgEmMmoY,
sbggboma sMgohgdhamy, ,L3063M0 @gMByMal dbobhzMymo Lim-
o, 879930990Ls s 93maLNYdTn EIEIMN EoEdamo gabdgymmody
©s gMmobhnobymo 3gmanmab dMogomon bbgs 3m33dmbybhn, b3obgmdn
dmobhosbymo ogmmmanob ymzmobdmad3zgm bobosmb @s bLogg-
mgbom-badmbobhmm @gbmzgMgdob Tomom ©mbYdg dghy39madb.
doMmmomnyg, b336gMNb sMy Tgo LOY3Y09900L sMJgmaemgnymo dgga-
my00b 33930 EMgdg 890mbigz0m smdmhAgbgdbs o smggmanmgaon-
760 ©od39M390L oM ZobErnmgodns, 053Mod godmamgboma doboms
dmgogma g3mgob dbsMmab bmEnsm-g3mbmanggMo s LOBDMBsMYO-
Mn30 Bymonb dMazsm bLalznmbb 33960 dyqL..

L3569mM30 Lo3doMNLOE NYym 3ob3znmMaMmydymMn M3nbal Tghomym-
309, MMImobL sMJgmemmanymo Ladymns 2011-2023 Bmyddn MbY LIS-
Bgmab sMggmaemagaymo 97b3goEnnb dogm gydgmab mgdab, bmas. 43.
doMmdn, bma.d3.088Mdn, bmax.bsnddn, bmax.dgsbdn, bmax. my3sdo
©s bma. Mobsddn godmzmgbomo FghomymManymo Imybgdn ©
M30600L Lobmon JyMmadn, M3060L Bowgdn, M3060L Bom3zgbmgdn, 9y-
Mmob 3gModngyman Logdgbo Bomgdo, M3nbob LLdgYMbgM o LodMdm-
mm 00MoMgon s bbiz. sbhnzgMmo bobab M3nbab godmbsdydgszmgon
bdnMmo nfgbgb Mo3L obozmgm bojommzgmmdn. 88 dbMng yzgmo-
99 My gmMmbobs s gyodgmab bomdgdds dondEngb ygMommade.-
030600 00 LOBIMIMM 39MLMD YOS YymBomaoym Eo3ze3dnMxd N
Jufmoms dMmogommogbmgzgoebo 6sdmgd0, smdmhgboma 676L3MOL bam-
0000, 39MdmE, bmag, Mobsdob AMommamom sMLYOYM BIMEOMODY
(osbmmgodnm 110 399hoMn) o 9633MaL bymoab ©sbaBYnLMLH,
0nbomab doMmEbgbs BadnMmdY, bma. 530MbLS o Masdo.

omdmhgbogmo M3nbab Jymgdo, obY39, Foeddse3g00b Jgoao©
BoMAgbn dobomadn - M30600 63960900, M350 Foad1d3907N0
3069, J30m 658960 o 5000 Jsdg073mn JuMmgoon - d3zgmo Bymosm-
Magbgnb VII-VI bLsyidybagoom moMmomEgds. EoxndbnMadyma dsbe-
mob MamEgbmos s hgmadhmmonb ob3dHoo0 g3o0dmg3b ndob mJdnb
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LTPOMgxosL, MMA L33bgMTn, Mognbs s dnbofMmy gmmabab o7ddn
dm3m39dymon M30b0m nd 3g9Momedn oMy dbmemmeo 3mmbgmon, sMo-
990 606s dB00bL LobgmAdbogmgdnE ToMogIdmEs. 0l 3gMomeodn
M3060L AM3M3900 s 0733900 Fomomn 3030MNdD3ENOL 3MbgOM-
00b 35hA396909m0 oym.

2023 Banob gombMmgonb 99wI3o0 J370s 0x3MIN IEILHIYMO
00M9370L033969900L M3060L FghomyMmaoyma Labgmmbbmgon, Moy
30M39m0 d9000b39350 @aba3zmMam LogdoMMN3zgMML sMggmemmansdo.

L3069mM3n gMm-gMmmn sMHJgMEMZnYMeE obbogxmMmydgmao Lo-
06h9Magbm dngmmmgaombne 4390s nxsMmab BamabhmmMas. bEMMIE of
©@s0b6ym b3sbgMab sMggmemgns 1925 Bgmb.

sfdgmamagaymo dobomnbs s 3maboggma 3gMom@ab s3hmMmo
36md70%g oyMmbmonm, M. gmMOLN 0¢b0dbs3L, MM 3MBBHML Mon-
m60, LoEIE LabMOEBYD bomndydn, MYOdIMydn, AMLNB03Y0N, BM-
©0 mnombabs s M306s-gmmoab BoaMdmgdab bLoddmomms. M.
gmmoLOL sBDMom, M3060L sdMAZONL 336MHMo® dgndmnds 38339L00L
dmnsabgmn dngnhbomm, Lonwsbsi dnbo ©oTNTeznxdab Hagbmmmgans
bbgo Myanmbgddn gozMEIMM..

bmMa. 43. 0g3Mob M30600L LabaMImMm LabgmMmbLBEMgd0 gobmogqdy-
0o 00.9637Mab doMmEbgbs LobadnMmEsb 200-300 ghMob EsdmMy-
000, 30b sm3mbogzmgmn ¢gMoob doMmasb, 80-90%-050 ©sgobg0sDY
(by.1-2).

2023 Bgmb by b3sbgmab sMggmemmanymo 9Jdb3gnEnab dngMm
93.080M3dn 3obbmMmEngmgdymads sMJgmemanyMds 33WI39-dng0s0,
3MagMon odahndnmo 60g3mdH3nE90s dmadmas ndobs, MMA gb d03-
Mmmyagombo, bLagoMmm3zgmMMb MoMbBsMIM]xdaL gMmo-ghm ddmozm
3960L BoMIMoa9060o.

sfMJgmamanymo 33eo30L 39©93s® 3o3M3MNbEs 3©MYdYsLsY-
3969900L M3060L gdHomyMmagone B6oMIMYOLMSD ©o3o3d0My0MON
m0bab 3sMmngMmgdn (byM. 4), (Mo 30M3gma 8g8mb3zgzss b3sbymab 8M-
Jamamgnsdn), mabab domgonb gobbogymmgdyme oo MEYbmoys
(byM. 3).,, Bogodn (byM. 5)., LaBsMAML Bsdmgdn (byM. 7), AsdmMLLAYMN
moombob 9.6. 339M900L ®Mmadgbhgon (byM. 6)., J3ob s80mbgdn
bb3sabbzs BMAab (byM. 8)., MoE sbg3y 30M39ma Fgdmb3zgzss, M30-
0mb domdo oMmhAgbomo 330638930 M3nbob x3Megdgbmndn, M3nbob
bo039bmg0n, 3gMsdazgma gymggmn.
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Aahomgoyma bLodYdomgonb 89I3e® 890930 ©ab336900L Bo-
dm®obo dga3n0dmna: 9639Mab dboMmg oblybdaymas M3nbab BoMAm-
900L dgamadnm, sMLYOYmMa Tobomgdnlb dobgznm 0Mm33zq3s, MMD
M3000L 65MIMYOLMSDE V3e3d0Mgdxmn MmdNggdHgon o3 Maagambdn
0mgd890905b 06yg096 d3.6 VII-VII bL-900056 s J330M 0xsMab Mo
LabgEMMLEMYdOL omzamabBabgdnm gb HfMsENENS JRMM o Fs0-
909000 gMdgmgds sMxadneby3n6990804.

Iron metallurgy was sufficiently developed in Svaneti, the archaeolo-
gical evidence of which are the metallurgical fields and iron smelting
furnaces, iron slags, iron scraps, ceramic nozzle pipes of furnaces, iron
agricultural and military tools, and other items discovered by 2011-2023
Svaneti archaeological expedition conducted by TSU in Chuberi com-
munity villages: Kvemo (lower) Marghi, Kv. Ipari, Khaishi, Kedani, Luha
and Lakhami. Ancient iron artefacts are often found in Western Georgia.
In this regard, Chorokhi and Chuberi valleys were the first to attract
attention. Numerous remains of furnaces found in the Nenskra Valley,
namely on the northern slope of the village of Lakhami (about 110
hectares) and near the beginning of the Enguri Valley, on the left bank of
the river, in the villages Jvari and Lia, must have been connected with
this iron production center.

The discovered iron furnaces, as well as waste materials from
processing - iron scraps, processed iron, stone-built and plastered
stoves - date back to the 8th-6th centuries BC. The amount of the recor-
ded material and the scale of the territory allow us to say that the iron
mined in Svaneti, Racha and Chorokhi River basin was supplied not only
to Kolkheti, but also to the states of Asia Minor. At that time, iron mining
and processing was an indicator of the existence of a high civilization.

As a result of excavations in 2023, iron metallurgical workshops of
the early Middle Ages were confirmed in Lower Ipari, which is the first
case in the archaeology of Western Georgia.

One of the archeologically particularly interesting micro-regions in
Svaneti is the Lower Ipari area. This is where the archaeology of Svaneti
began in 1925.

The iron production workshops of the village of Kv. Ipari are located
200-300 meters from the left bank of the Enguri River, at the foot of the
eastern slope of the mountain, on an 80-90% inclination (Fig. 1-2).
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In 2023, the archaeological research and search carried out by the
TSU Svaneti archaeological expedition in Kv. Ipari obtained a number of
additional evidence proving that this micro-region was one of the power-
ful centers of metal production in Georgia.

As a result of archaeological study, clay quarries related to metallur-
gical production of iron in the early Middle Ages were revealed (Fig. 4),
(which is the first case in the archaeology of Svaneti), an exceptionally
large number of clay pipes (Fig. 3), slags (Fig. 5), industrial waste (Fig. 7),
the so-called cast metal fragments of mallets (Fig. 6), stone ambroses of
different sizes (Fig. 8), which is also the first case, stainless iron frag-
ments left in the pipe itself, iron scraps, ceramic dishes.

As a result of the conducted works, we can draw the following con-
clusions: The Enguri area is filled with monuments of iron production, ac-
cording to the available materials, it is clear that objects related to iron
production in this region began to operate in the 8th-7th centuries BC,
and taking into account the Kura workshops of Kvemo Ipari, this tradition
on a larger scale continues even in the early Middle Ages.
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