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The paper investigates a esthetic peculiarities of the Russian writer
Ivan Bunin’s literary miniatures. The artistic distinctiveness of Bunin’s min-
iatureslies in their conceptualorientation, composition, artistic expressive-
ness, and the choice of the means of expression.

Considering miniature as a literary genre, one may observeits cer-
tain characteristics: small size and compactness of the piece, its thematic
completeness, compositionaltightness; bipartite composition with vigorous
ending; enhanced meaningfulnessof poetic utterance; symbolic nature of
tangible details.

Based on distinctive characteristics of Bunin’s literary miniatures, the
paper proposes their typology, assorting them into lyrical-philosophical,
religious-philosophical and social-moral categories/groups. However, this
type of typology can only be considered as rather tentative, since a number
of miniatures can be attributed to several groups at once.

The paper discusses several groups of Bunin’s miniatures and deter-
mines their conceptual content and topicality.

Setting apart the social-moral category allows focusing on describ-
ingthe people, and the Russian national character. In this type of texts, the
author focuses on the disharmony of social relations, observing the bitter
fate of the poor, desperate protagonists. This group comprises such minia-
tures as:The Date, Capital, Youth, First Class, Maria, Tears, The Cannibal Girl,
Noon, Until Victory, The Mask, and The PreviousDay.

A wide range of Bunin’s miniaturesbelong to the lyrical-philosophical
category (The Sky above the Wall, The Calf’s Head, The Landau, The Grandfa-
ther, Bast Shoes, The Doomed House, Tears, The Gorge, First Love, The Ants’
Path, The Birthday, Music, Penguins, etc.). The main topic for this type of
miniatures is that of life and death, of contrariety between the light and
dark sides of the Russian national character. Here the great attention is paid
to the theme of nature, which is lyrically expressed through bright epithets,
metaphors, and details. In the texts of this group, lyricism is also achieved
through the presentation of mysteries, solid motifs, mystical visions, and
dreams. A small group of miniatures (The Blind, The Virgin'sDream, The Bast
Shoes, The Fathers, Roosters, The Eagle, Flies) belong to the religious-phil-
osophical category; the range of the covered topics directly corresponds to
the essence of the human being, his or herrelationship with God, death, and
the kingdom of nature. The unique innovation of the writer within the frame-
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work of such a small form and the specifics of the genre is the revealing of
the characters of protagonists through presenting their elaborate portraits,
the outlines of the material environment and landscapes. So, for example,
the portraits of characters are created by presenting exotic details, and con-
trasts. By applying this approach in a minimalist way, the author creates
certain unity of the exterior and interior of hischaracters. He thus highlights
their national identity, their essence.

The material world is presented in the author’s miniatures as multifac-
eted, and its description conveys the reality of the respectivebackground but
alsothe possibility of its symbolic generalisation.

The special place in Bunin’s miniatures is allocated to the topic of
nature, stressing theperpetual connection between nature and the human
being. In order to reflect the perfect images of nature, and landscapes, the
writer uses different strokes, rendering sound, colour, touch or smell. We
have observed that in Bunin’s miniatures, depending on seasonality, depic-
tions of the winter or summer landscapes serve as the generalised image of
mothernature. The transitional states of nature (spring, autumn) are virtu-
ally absent, as the landscape is associated with the image of eternity, while
the material, tangible world merges with the internal human world and that
of nature.

The dominant images of nature comprise the blue sky, the contrasts
of light and the dark, of heaven and earth, the motif of silence, and the
bright-coloured characteristics of the natural world. Frequently depicted red
and black colours are symbolic.

While creating artistic images, Bunin uses a few of stylistic techniques,
such as: montage, descriptive phrasal names, folk sayings and dialogues.

The Bunin’s text can be understood and explained through the reader’s
own life and aesthetic experience. Enhanced and active engagement of the
reader is important for the writer.

In general, Ilvan Bunin’s miniatures provide an acute feel of artistic har-
mony; most of them are characterised by thorough and meticulous designof
every single artistic detail and word, along with ultimate originality and
tightness of the plot.
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0000m, y3mm Ando! b MM BogznEs! MAgMmds 6L o Mma3n
3933Mm350m MmaL, A396 ™J396 ,39DgmMb-3M3g030L“ dogobLgbgdm!
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85906 3o0gg0m ,3505M3390007!" 096060, 1933:16). gangblb 3339
dmafm bxgmo LobgmdBogm dMBEMEY0700L o Vs sMnb Mo30-
LYOYMOE gogbbmM®AL 0dsm, 3063 Focmn 393393MONM 3(hHYy9goL
0M3y653L bogmbb.

096060L 3oMm3399mb 30b0shyMgoL ogmmnabgdb bmEns-
myMm-B6gmdMn3n Mgdathngo.

80b0sphnmo ,,obsmgsdmomos” (096060, 1933:20) - bhywabho,
MmdgmoE domamn BMobL 3bmzgMmgdnb BoLL dnbEI3L o LodMBS-
©mydsdn dbnsmymons, MoMndo sdmAbogds; dobo dbnsMymgods
dbmmmo bomsdne.

9060sthyMs  ,d9b390Mo80" (096060, 1933:25) 9MMBSbyML
b390006 MmEabME d9Yy30Madgman sbomgodMydn, MmMIMyd0E3
bbgoobbgs bmEnamym BMgb Gny3nmM3690006. dgb3zb76, gboMmn-
00, bogodaMazm 30 sMax@gMn v9300. 0. dbnba dbYdIgn nydmMom
330A39690L s0LMMYDHIYMo yEbm oMLYddaL dgdmbgzgznm dgb-
390Ms.

0060hyMmg0dn, MmMImyddnz bmansmyma 3ma3mbgbhn omby-
0mobL, 03069 036060 gzn0bohozb LEgH9dL 08 vVdnsbgdob gbmg-
M900ob, MMAmydnEg Mybymo bobnocmnb Lbzssbbgs dbomgb
BoMIMoagbL, dogamoma, 30b0shyMms ,3030hsmn: dobdn gmg-
bo d3Mobob godynm3gmb 933gM9ds BbdY, JogMad 3360 dgazL
yn3sb, Moageb gMmo gMmdom godyowm3gmn 33oLL oM sbbodb,
bmmm ,bgdahzs” (mMo gMmdn), doandg OO Mobbss. oMy, MM
3MmadLb 39M 803390, 3o030¢Homn oM 8odmg3Lb vd0b Ladgamgoab! -
0033600 dyn@3gmo (096060, 1933:50).

06g9Mannb PbngomyMm dngbgosb dgnMmy ymMmdnb bsboMImM-
909000 RAsMAMAn BomMIMoagqblb 39MbMbszgdab bsboomgdab
33935 H99LHNL JobMMOMN3z0 Md30L9x0YMYdx0NL gom3omabBn-
69000 ©s87380390m0 3mMBHMghoL, LogbmodMogn bodysmmbs ©o
390%073M0 Lobggdab 89839Md00. by dogomoma, 39MbmMbBo39-
00b 3mMmbHMgHgdn BaMIMnd3z90s 93dMH03nM0 Hamgdnb, 3Mb-
Hm3LHOL Loxydzgmbdy. 3odmygbgdyamn bgmbgdnb d06ndydsdy
9903009000 s3hmMn Jabab moznbo gdoMgdob goMyabymon ©s
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80603560 babob gM@MN6MOLL, BoMBMahgbb gMm3zbym mgzgomdym-
ROOMOSL, dom d369da0.

LOgbMAMN3N LadysMmmbL Loby 86gMENL dnboshyMgddn M-
30mbobbsgmzebns o godmMLEgaL ymazznomn gmbob MgaEmdsL
© 6oMIMoagbL dnb bnddMMYM gobdMEsMYoLL.

03069 06060L d0b0ohyMgddn gobLoggmMgodymo dEaNEMN
339300 0969060L 0735L, MMAgmdnE 0gMdbmods 076900Ls O -
00560bL 9b6y39ho 3ozdoMma. d36900L LAMYMYmaNmn LYMIMgdNL
abobodo 86gMoamn nyngbgdLb bLbzoswabbzs 350%sgyM dhHMabl:
bdnb, 39M0bL, dgbgdomb s ybmbzombL.

035067 0960b60L TnboohyMmgddn, @Mmab bobnocmnb Tnbg-
3001, 93000M0Ls s DaGbYWOL 390Bs7g00 BaMIMIa]ObL ddMO-
@0ymo 096900L gobdMasmgdym bobgl. 0796900L goMadagammn
8amasmgmogdn (godsgbymn, Dogbymo), 3Msgdhndnmas, dsmdn
oM oMb, 3900070 39300M907 M0y doManymmdnb bobybmob,
LagbmdmMngn Lodysmm gMmBYdnL dEadN3bnLY s 0965060L LodYs-
MmL.

0796900L EM3nbsbdyMm Lobggdo 3393mMnbxds MyMsn 3o,
bobsmgoby o BYy3znonb 3MbHMILEHN, 30LY o dnbob 3mb-
HMobho, bohydob Ampogn, 0969000 LodYsMmb bsmgano dsbsbno-
0909d0. bnddmmymgdns Bomgma s do30 ¥gMgoo.

dbohzMmymao bobob 899ab60LLL 336060 0ygbgdL LHNEOLHYM
bgMbydb: dmbhoznb bgmbL, smbgmommdnmo ggMadymo bobgmg-
00L, bogmbyMn godmmgdgdnb s nsmmagdnb dgdmpabsb.

03369 096060L B0bnohyMmgodab Hagdbdn dgndands go3z0g3mMm
o 93bLbBom T3nmbzgmab 3gbmzMgdobgymn o gbomgdHngyMo
3o0mE©omgdnb dobgoznom. d6gMmobmznlb 9603369mm35600
030mb3gmob 30mbzomdnb godmngMgoymo sghngmoe.

000an0bo, 013069 0696060L BnbnsydHmgdo ndeggs dbohzmy-
oo 30MIMbonb 963039 393MdbgdsL, dom Pdghgbmosh sbasbno-
090L mommgymo dbohzmMymn EyHomab, mnmmgymo bohyznb
0Mm3s s LagyMEgIMm dMBngdMmgds, MMngnbsmymmos s boy-
79 0L d9390073mmodo.
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