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wgom dgpgyo b3gEosgygdo @modgds@yds: J. B. Bury. Imperial Administrative System of
the Ninth Century: With a Revised Text of the Kletorologion of Philotheos. London. 1911, a3.
117-118; A. Hohlweg. Beitridge zur Verwaltungs-geschichte des Ostromischen Reiches unter den
Komnenen. Munich. 1965, g3. 111-117; R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions byzantines. 1.
Amsterdam, 1967, a3. 478-497; N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et
Xe siécle. Paris. 1972, a3. 286, 292, 298-299, 307, 337-339; The Oxford Dictionary of Byzan-
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and R. Scott. Clarendon Press: Oxford. 1997, 3. 533, 560, 605, 621; N. Oikonomides. Les listes
de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siecle, gg. 52-53, 60-61, 90-91, 102-103, 108-109, 120-
121, 140-141, 144-145, 154-155, 192-193, 204-205, 226-229, 232-233, 248-249, 270-271; Gene-
sios. On the Reigns of the Emperors. Trans. and comm. by A. Kaldellis. Canberra. 1998, 3. 8, 98;
[Tponomxarens Peodana. XKusneonncanns BuzanTuiickux napeit. Msn. noar. 5. H. Jlrobapckuii.
2-e m3a. Mcnp. n gomn. CII6. 2009, ag. 151; John Skylitzes. A Synopsis of Byzantine History:
811-1057. Trans. by John Worthley. Cambridge University Press. 2010, 3 3. 402; G. Sclumberger.
Sigillographie de I’empire byzantin. Paris. 1884, a3. 358, 696; Corpus of Byzantine Seals from
Bulgaria. Vol. III. Part I: text. Edited by Ivan Jordanov. Sofia. 2009, a3. 258-260, 299, 382, 399.

2 The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium. III, 3g- 1967.
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? The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium. III, 33- 1967; The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor,
539.

4R Guilland, Recherches sur les institutions byzantines. I, 33. 478; The Oxford Dictionary of
Byzantium. III, 3. 1967.

> The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium. III, 3g- 1967.

® The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor, 3. 533; R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions
byzantines. I, og. 478.

7 Constantine Porphyrogennetos. The Book of Ceremonies. Trans. by Ann Moffati and Maxeme
Tall with Greek edition of the CSHB (Bonn, 1829). Vols. I-II. Canberra. 2012, 3 3. 736.
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¥ The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor, g3. 605; R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions
byzantines. I, 33. 478.

® The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor, 3. 605; R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions
byzantines. I, 33. 478.

1 The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor, 3g. 605; R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions
byzantines. I, 3. 478-479; Genesios. On the Reigns of the Emperors, g3. 8.

' Genesios. On the Reigns of the Emperors, gg. 8.

> R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions byzantines. I, o 3. 479
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13 R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions byzantines. I, 3. 479.
" N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, 3. 52-53.
' N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siecle, pg. 46-53.
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'® N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, 3. 60-61.

' N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, 33- 52-61.

'® N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, p3. 60-63.

' N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des [Xe et Xe siécle, p4. 102-103.

20 J. B. Bury. Imperial Administrative System of the Ninth Century, 33- 22; N. Oikonomides. Les
listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siecle, 3. 90-91.

2I'N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, 33- 90-91.

2 J. B. Bury. Imperial Administrative System of the Ninth Century, 33- 22; N. Oikonomides. Les
listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, 3g. 90-91.

3 The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium. III, p3. 1967.
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**N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, 3. 108-109.

2 N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, 3g- 102-103.

%% N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, 3. 100-103.

*7 N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, pg. 140-141;
Constantine Porphyrogennetos. The Book of Ceremonies, 3g. 729.
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39 N. Oikonomides. Les listes de préséance byzantines des IXe et Xe siécle, 33- 120-121.
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37 Constantine Porphyrogennetos. The Book of Ceremonies, ag- 478-479.
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“' R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions byzantines. I, gg. 479-480; Constantine Porphyro-
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7 R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions byzantines. I, gg. 480; W. Seibt. Die Skleroi.
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9 R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions byzantines. I, p3. 480-481.

ST R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions byzantines. I, 33 481.

2 R. Guilland. Recherches sur les institutions byzantines. I, g 3. 481.
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Leri Tavadze

PROTOSTRATOR IN BYZANTIUM AND GEORGIA
FROM THE 8™ TO THE 12™ CENTURIES

Summary

Protostrator is a Greek term and means “the first among the strators”.
Strator in Greek means a groom. Besides the imperial court, the strators served
to the various members of the official administration of Byzantine Empire.
Strators formed the independent scholae at the court of the Byzantine emperor.
Probably to distinguish them from the other strators, they were referred as
strators of the imperial stratorikion. This group was lead by the protostrator. The
latter was named as basilikos protostrator, or protostrator of the imperial court.

Influence of the protostrators in Byzantium was especially increased in
the 11™ century. This could be certified by the activities of persons who held the
office of protostrator and other important offices and court titles in Byzantine
Empire. Among them was Romanos Skleros, scion of famous Bardas Skleros.
He became magistros and protostrator in 1042, but later by 1050 Romanos
received office of doux of Antioch instead of protostrator. The latter was given
to someone, probably to the famous Georgian feudal eristavt-eristavi Liparit IV
Baghvashi, who was the most trusted ally of Constantine IX Monomachos.
Liparit was ransomed from Seljuk captivity by the Byzantine Emperor in 1050,
hence at that time he was ready to accept this office.

Liparit IV Baghvashi was the first Georgian protostrator according to the
Georgian inscriptions. In the Georgian inscription of the church in the village
named as Darakoy (Kvemo Kartli region) the term “protatisasa” appears, which
must be read as “prot(ostr)at(or)isasa”, hence the term “protostrator” appears at
the first time in the Georgian inscriptions. The analogical reading we find on
the St. George’s icon that belongs to the Holy Virgin church at Labetchini
(Svaneti region). Inscription was made by the order of Ivane Vardanisdze. Also,
the term “protatos” is not found in the Byzantine dictionary, hence the presence
of this type of Byzantine title must to be rejected.

This inscription from St. George’s icon is important for the study of the
title of protostrator in Georgia. Ivane, son of Vardan, is named as protostrator in
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this inscription. Ivane had belonged to the famous Vardanisdze noble family,
the members of this family had the office of eristavi of Svaneti for many years.
During the rule of David IV the Restorer Ivane Vardanisdze had several
leading offices in Georgia including, the office of eristavi of Svaneti (governor
of Svaneti province) and metchurtchletukhutsesi (the master of treasury) as
well. From the inscription of St. George’s icon that belongs to the Holy Virgin
church at Labetchini we learn that he also had the Byzantine title of protostrator.
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