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Alexander Boshishvili

INFLUENCE OF THE OTTOMAN RULE OVER
DEMOGRAPHIC SITUATION IN SOLAGHASHVILI
HOUSE ESTATES
(ACCORDING TO CENSUS OF KVEMO KARTLI IN 1721 AND
THE GREAT DEFTER OF TBILISI VILAYET OF 1728)

Summary

Kartli came under the Ottoman rule in 1723, Russians conquered
the coastal regions of Caspian Sea, and weak Safavid Iran was unable to
resist the presure from Russian and Ottoman Empires. King of Kartli
Vakhtang VI (1703-1712; 1716-1724) emigrated to Russia. The Ottoman
administration was established in Kartli. Kingdom of Kartli was renamed
to Vilayet of Thilisi which was divided into small administrative dis-
tricts: Nahies, Livas and Kazis. Governor of Vilayet or Vali of Thilisi
was Isaac Pasha.

According to dominated opinion in Georgian historiography, dur-
ing the Ottoman rule (*Osmanoba’ — as it was referred to in Georgia)
population of Kartli was obliged to pay heavy taxes and for this reason
the inhabitants were diminished or annihilated, and the part of population
was forced to leave the areas of their settlement.

After comparative study of the census of 1721 ordered by King
Vakhtang VI and the cadastral tax census of the Ottoman administration
carried out in 1728, we came to conclusion that the demographic situa-
tion in Kartli during the Ottoman Eve was not changed and the popula-
tion in villages had remained the same (in several villages population was
even increased).
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Ne Vilages 1721 1728

1. Asureti 11 17 Numbers in the columns
2. Gudelisi 10 5 correspond to the legal aged
3. Dre 7 3 males.

4.  Vedzisi 25 35

5. Kumisi 46 49

6. Mamisdaba 2 4

7. Monasteri 37 29

8.  Saghorisi 10 16

9. Tabakhmela 20 10

10. Tagnageti 22 53

11. Ghoubani 42 36

12. Shindisi 6 4

13. Chapala 10
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