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The collection consists of two parts. The first part includes: articles about Andria Benashvili's life and
work, memories on him and information about the exhibition organized at Tbilisi State University.

The second part of the collection includes the scientific works documenting the appropriateness of crea-
tion complex national and reference atlases; also the geographical-cartographic analysis of territorial be-
longing of Davit Gareja section of the state border of Georgia is given; the analytical relation between general
cloudiness and anomalies of the surface atmospheric temperature is identified according to the territories with
different climatic regimes of Georgia; climate regime of various types of soils of Achara is represented; the bio-
geographical characterization of Acipenseridae preserved in the zoological collections of the Georgian Natio-
nal Museum is given. Part of the works deals with some of the theoretical issues of landscape studies and re-
view of the main natural-geographical factors of the nature management of Zemo Imereti. Environmental
issues are highlighted: mistakes made in the Black Sea coastal protection activities are justified and innovative
methods of their improvement are proposed; problems of avalanche hazards in a number of regions are repre-
sented; also, the results of the speleological studies of the deepest karst abysses on the limestone massifs of Bzi-
pi and Arabika are discussed, as well as the issues of complex research of Georgia's speleo-tourism potential; is
analyzed the modern demographic problems of the population of our country. Some works in the collection
deal with the studying toponyms of Georgia.

The Editorial Board is not responsible for the opinions and conclusions in the articles.
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Landscape Energy- Major Parameter for Identification of Natural-Territorial Complex
Function

Summary

Evaluation of energy parameters for natural-territorial complexes is identified as one of
the significant factors in landscape complex research, their optimization (melioration, re-
cultivation, etc.) and in the process of planning and projecting. The most important among
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them are the two main landscape energy parameters - solar radiation and gravitational energy
(relief energy in particular). The evaluation of the mentioned parameters enabled to identify
GIS SAGA (System for Automated Geoscientific Analysis) - the program considered to be the
most powerful instrument for the landscape morphometric analysis.

Transformation of gravitational energy into natural complexes is reflected by the indices
such as overall complex potential energy and separate geomass functioning.

(Er-Ep+ Y An),

where, Ep— is landscape potential energy, > An — arithmetical total of geomass functioning.

Landscape potential energy is calculated according to the formula:

E = mgh,

where, m — is landscape mass, g — free fall accelaration (9.81 m/cm?), h — landscape (geohori-
zon) absolute height.
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