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Tedo dundua 
 

MOSQOS MOSQOU 
 

69 wlis samoqalaqo omis dros imperator markus salvius 

otonis romaul flots saTaveSi edga azati (libertus) mosxi.1 I - II 

ss-Si romaul legionSi Caricxvis winapiroba romis moqalaqeoba iyo.2 

flots es ar exeboda.3  flotis navarqosi mosxi swored rom azatia; 

azatebs da monebs ki romSi xSirad specifiur saxelebs arqmevdnen – 

maT eTnikurobas, an, zogadad, warmomavlobas rom aRniSnavda. mag., im-

perator otonis mowinaaRmdegis da misi `mesaflavis~, imperator av-

lus viteliusis favoriti azati aziatiki iyo, romelic mxedris wo-

debas da romaul saxels (nomen)  iRebs.4 xom ar aris mosxi, an misi 

winapari qarTlidan (ant. iberia) wayvanili?! Tu asea, ratom ar uwo-

deben mas ibers?! II - III ss. plateis saidumlo qristianuli organi-

zaciis wevri gaiosi xom iberia zedwodebiT.5 qarTlis/iberiis ekono-

mikuri sistemis samxreT da samxreT-dasavleT nawilebSi (mesxeTi 

farTo gagebiT), bagration/bivritianTa domenSi6, yovelTvis Zlieri 

iyo centridanuli politikuri (da ara ekonomikuri) tendenciebi. iyo 

dro (Zv. w. II - ax. w. IV ss.), roca es mxareebi gugarqis avtonomiu-

                                                            
1 Tacit. Hist. I. 87, Историки Античности. т. II. Древний Рим. 1989, gv. 243; Tacitus. In Five 
Volumes. II. The Histories. Books I - III. With an English Translation by Clifford H. Moore. 
Loeb Classical Library. Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard University Press. London. 
MCMLXXX, gv. 150. 
2 T. Dundua. Publicius Agrippa, Flavius Dades and a Dual Citizenship – a Pattern for Europe in 
Future? Caucasica. The Journal of Caucasian Studies. vol. 5. Tb. 2000, gv. 60. 
3 T. Dundua. Publicius Agrippa, Flavius Dades and a Dual Citizenship . . ., gv. 60. 
4 Tacit. Hist. II. 57, Историки Античности. т. II, gv. 281. 
5 T. Dundua. Gaius the Iberian – First Ever Recorded Georgian To Be Baptized. saqarTvelos 
istoriis institutis Sromebi. II. Tb. 2011, gv. 425.  
6 T. Dundua. Bagrat, Son of Bivrat. Phasis. Greek and Roman Studies. vol 4. Tb. 2001, gv. 26 - 
29. 
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ri sapitiaxSos birTvs Seadgenda.7 aqedan gamomdinare, mesxTa/MØsqoi 

socialuri kontraqtic realobaa, da maTi eTnikuri iberobac. metic, 

erTiani qarTuli feodaluri monarqiis gariJraJze (XI s.) termino-

logiuri kompleqsic ki arsebobs, erT sibrtyeze dafiqsirebuli – 

qarTvelni da mesxni.8 xolo is, vinc mesxeTs flobs, qarTvelTa me-

fea.9 konkretuli sinTezi, anu – statusi, azati, da saxeli, mosxi, 

sxva SesaZleblobas ar gvitovebs, Tu ara imas, rom am pirovnebis 

warmoSoba (piradi an winapris) qarTul samyaros davukavSiroT. 

`mosxis~ laTinuri transplantacia ioli asaxsnelia; berZnul 

samyarosTan mimarTebaSi saqme cota garTulebulia. mosxi xom elinu-

ri sakuTari saxelia (etimologiisTvis, MØsqoc × 1) Camomavali, to-

ti, 2) mozveri, xbo, 3) bokveri, axalgazrda xvadi lomi, 4) Wabuki. 

MØsqoc ¡ 1) dekeuli, 2) gogo, qaliSvili)10, Tumca, arc Tu Zalian 

gavrcelebuli. aqedan gamomdinare, Znelia, vinmem amtkicos Semdegi pi-

rovnebebis qarTuli warmomavloba: 1) mosxi eleeli, filosofosi, 2) 

mosxi lamfsakidan, tragikosi, an, miT umetes, 3) mosxi sirakuzidan, 

popularuli poeti-bukoliki.11 

konkretul nominals variantebic gaaCnda – MØsqic, MØsqioc, 

MosqianØc, MØsqin, Mosqënh, MØsqion, Mosqëwn, MØsqiloc, Mosq na, 

Mosq noc.12 substratic da derivatic Zv. w. III s-Si gaerTianebula 

aTenTan (oropSi) mcxovrebi erT-erTi ebraeli monis saxelSi – 

MØsqoc Mosqëwnoc !Iouda oc13, e.i. mosxi mosxionis Ze. es ebraeli aSka-

                                                            
7 T. dundua, n. silagaZe. saqarTvelos istoria: Tematuri Tu qronologiu-
ri principi. Tb. 2000, gv. 53 - 54. 
8 T. dundua. qarTuli eTnokulturuli evolucia da dasavleTi numizmati-
kuri masalebis mixedviT. T. 1997, gv. 144 - 145.  
9 T. dundua. qarTuli eTnokulturuli evolucia . . . , gv. 144 - 145. 
10 Древнегреческо-русский словарь. Составил  И. Х. Дворецкий. М. 1958. т. II, gv. 1110; 
Greek-English Lexicon, Compiled by H. G. Liddell and R. Scott. New edition completed 1940. 
Reprinted 1961. Oxford, gv. 1148. 
11 Der Neue Pauly. Enzyklopädie der Antike. Band 8. Stuttgart. Weimar. statia “Moschos” 
(MØsqoc), gv. 414 - 415. 
12 ix. mag., W. Pape’s Wörterbuch der griechischen Eigennamen. Zweite Hälfte. Braunschweig. 
1884, gv. 946 - 947. 
13 E. L. Gibson. The Jewish Monumission Inscriptions of the Bosphorus Kingdom. Tübingen. 
1999, gv. 66. 
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rad elinizirebulia. is warmarTia.14 Tumca, sakuTriv elinebSi, mamis 

da Svilis saxeli iSviaTad Tu meordeba, Tu, ra Tqma unda, saqme eli-

nistur dinastiebs ar exeba.15 xom ar gamoiyenes berZnebma Mōšéh-is, 

rogorc ebraelTa eTnikuri nominaluri diferentis, fonetikurad 

msgavsi formebi, ebrael monebs saxelebs rom arqmevdnen?! 

ra vqnaT im SemTxvevaSi, Tu saqme ebrael monas ar exeba, xolo 

saxeli `mosxi~ gaorebulia – MØsqoc MØsqou?! vin aris Cven winaSe, 

`wminda elini~, Tu elinizirebuli barbarosi, albaT, ufro mesxi. ar 

gamovricxavT ra pirvel SesaZleblobas, Cven ufro meorisken vixre-

biT. es eqstensiuri saxeli raRac zedmetad aris gaorebuli, TiTqos 

eTnikurobisTvis xazis gasasmelad. konkretuli aspeqtiT saintereso, 

warmosaxviTi genealogiuri gza aseTia: mama mesxeTidan moiyvanes, ro-

gorc mona, da mas mosxi uwodes; misi biologiuri Svili msgavsad 

iwoda. is gaxda azati, Semdeg – romelime polisis moqalaqec. SesaZ-

loa, da, albaT, asea, es gza kidev ufro xangrZlivi yofiliyo Taobe-

bis kuTxiT, magram tipologiurad – aRwerilis identuri. eTnonimis 

onomastikur Strixad qcevis magaliTic gvaqvs: ` . . . [K]Ølqoc 

gÑ[graf]sen~16, atikur amforaze. 

MØsqoc MØsqou samjer mainc gvxvdeba, orjer – monetebze, erT-

xel – epigrafikul Zeglze. qalaq smirnis magistrati sadRac Zv. w. II s., 

is e.w. homerul monetebze (Homereia) Tavis saxels – MØsqoc MØsqou 

– siamayiT aTavsebs.17 es mniSvnelovani qalaqi yovelTvis didi Tavi-

suflebiT sargeblobda; amis produqtia qalaqis samoneto emisiebi. iq-

neb swored es magistratia naxsenebi halikarnasis Teatris18 warwera-

Si (sur. 1): 

 

                                                            
14 oropidan momdinare Zv. w. III s. warweris mixedviT, is Tayvans scems am-
fiaraoss da higeias. 
15 ix. mag., Ch. Seltman. Greek Coins. L. 1955, gv. 227 - 233, 240 - 245. 
16 saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi. Tb. 1970, gv. 410; ix. agreTve gv. 408. 
17 apolonis Tavis gamosaxuleba dafnis gvirgvinSi marjvniv/Rv. mjdomare 
homerosis gamosaxuleba, marcxniv. legendebi – SMURNAIWN. MOSQOS 
MOSQOU. J. G. Milne. The Autonomous Coinage of Smyrna. II. The Numismatic Chronicle. 
Fifth Series – vol. VII. London. 1927, gv. 95 #321. 
18 www.whitman.edu/theatre/theatretour/halicarnassus/halicarnassus.htm. The Ancient Theatre 
Archive. A Virtual Reality of Greek and Roman Theatre Architecture. 
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karnizis I natexi 

 

MOSQOSMOSQOU TOUMO 

 

karnizis II natexi    
 

GONO THS STOM ULN DIONUSWI19  

 

kidev erTi natexi iqve ido; SesaZloa, warwera masze grZeldeba 

(?). 

 

TiTqos – OPO  (?). 

 

aq, minimum, III Taobis mosxzea saubari – MOSQOSMOSQOU 

TOUMO[SQOU]. iqneb es sul sxva magistratia, da is Wris qvemoT 

aRweril fuls. 

smirna. Zv. w. II - I ss. brinjao. 

Av. kibelas Tavis gamosaxuleba marjvniv. 

Rv. afrodite stratonikisis qandakeba, marjvniv. legendebi – 

SMURNAIWN; MOSQOS MOSQOU.20 

an, saerTod, warweraSi naxsenebi MOSQOS MOSQOU Wris 

orive tipis monetas.21 

aseTi forma – MOSQOS MOSQOU TOU MOSQOU – rom Se-

saZlebelia, amisaTvis ix. warwera: Magistratus eponymi Heracleotarum.22   

Fanëac Fanëou toá Fan[ëou] 14 

sxvaTa Soris, am warweraSi mama-Svilis saxelis damTxvevis pro-

                                                            
19 , rogorc A-s varianti, Zv. w. III - I ss. Cndeba, xolo  P cvlis  - s Zv. 
w. I - ax. w. I ss. B. H. McLean. An Introduction to Greek Epigraphy of the Hellenistic and 
Roman Periods from Alexander the Great down to the Reign of Constantine (323 B.C. - A.D. 
337). The University of Michigan Press. 2005, gv. 41. aqedan daskvna – Cveni warwera 
Zv. w. III - II ss. unda daTariRdes. 
20 A Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the British Museum. XVI. Catalogue of the Greek Coins of 
Ionia. Barclay V. Head. London. 1892, gv. 240 #33.  
21 J. G. Milne. The Autonomous Coinage of Smyrna, gv. 89 - 92. 
22 Orientis Graeci Inscriptiones Selectae. Supplementum Sylloges Inscriptionum Graecorum. 
Edidit Wilhelmus Dittenberger. Volume Alterum. Lipsiae. MDCCCCV, gv. 60 - 61, #459.  
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centuli maCvenebeli daaxl. 25%-s utoldeba. 

amrigad, metad frTxili hipoTezis saxiT, SeiZleba iTqvas, rom 

qalaq smirnis erTi warmatebuli ojaxi qarTuli warmomavlobis yo-

fila. yovel SemTxvevaSi, konkretuli numizmatikuri da epigrafikuli 

monacemebis komentaris gareSe datoveba ar SeiZleboda.    
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suraTebi  

1. 

 

 
karnizis I natexi  

 

 
karnizis II natexi 

  

 
karnizis III natexi (?) 



saqarTvelos istoriis institutis Sromebi. IV 

 

 

 

16 

2. 
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Tedo Dundua 
 

MOSQOS MOSQOU 

 
Summary 

 
Civil war of 69 reveals freedman  Moschus as admiral of the Roman fleet 

subordinated to Emperor M. Salvius Otho. In the 1st - 2nd cc. the Roman 
citizenship was a prerequisite for enrolment in the legion but not for service in 
other units, such as the two Italian fleets. That is why Moschus found himself in 
his position. Romans used to give specific names to the slaves and freedmen, 
often connected with their original nationality. ex. Emperor Aulus Vitellius, 
rival of Otho, had Asiaticus, as a favourite, gradually alloting him with the 
Roman citizenship and nomen. Having on mind Meskheti (Graeco-Roman 
Moschicē), a province of Iberia (Eastern and Southern Georgia), one can 
suggest Iberia, as a mother-land for Moschus or his parent. If so, he could also 
be called Iberian (Iber), like Gaios the Iberian (KaiØc × !Ib¢r), mentioned on 

the bronze plate from Platea in Greece. 
In the Roman World a slave or a freedman, Moschus by name could be 

only Georgian. Greek case is different, for Moschos is original Greek name with 
the Greek etimology, employed rather extensively. There are no chances if 
proving the Georgian origin for Moschos of Elis, philosopher, Moschos of 
Lampsacos, tragic poet, and Moschos of Syracuse, famous bucolic poet. 

This name had its derivative forms, like as follows: MØsqic, MØsqioc, 

MosqianØc, MØsqin, Mosqënh, MØsqion, Mosqëwn, MØsqiloc, Mosq na, 

Mosq noc. Both, substratum and a derivative form found themselves joined in 

the 3rd c. B.C. in the name of Hellenized Jewish slave, inscribed on plaque from 
Oropos near Athens – MØsqoc Mosqëwnoc !Iouda oc. Son could have father’s 

name in the Greek society, but these cases are not frequent if not within the 
Hellenistic dynasties. If it happened like as follows: Mōšéh is a general name to 
denote a Jew, and “Moschos” – very close to it in phonetical way. 

But, if we have MØsqoc MØsqou and apparently he is not a Jew,  then he 

must be Iberian, whose direct, or far ancestor had been taken away from the 
Iberian province of Meskheti. This duplicity in the name could mean nothing 
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but stressing the ethnicity properly. For a transformation of ethnonym into 
proper name we have example, [K]Ølqoc gÑ[graf]sen on Greek pottery. 

Final step for those barbarian slaves and freedmen was a citizenship. 
MØsqoc MØsqou occurs, at least, for three times – twice, on the coins, 

once – in inscription. Magistrate of Smyrna, perhaps, in the 2nd c. B.C., he put 
his name on the bronze coins of the city, the so-called Homereias (Apollo/Rev. 
Homer. MOSQOS MOSQOU). Maybe,  that was him again to issue 

Kybele/Rev. Aphrodite Stratonikis type bronze coins with the legend 
MOSQOS MOSQOU, and to be mentioned in the Greek inscription of the 

theatre in Halikarnassos (the 3rd - 2nd  cc. B.C.) – MOSQOSMOSQOU 

TOUMO[SQOU]. 

We are moving to declare one of the leading families of Smyrna in the 2nd 
c. B.C. to be of the Georgian origin. 

  
  


