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Summary

Article discusses two theocratic modes of education-two conceptions of the epoch of
Enlightenment: philosophical foundations of the prominent representative of New England’s
Puritan theology, author of first catechism for children titled “Spiritual Milk for Boston Babes
considered the first children's book by an American, a preeminent minister John Cotton and
conception of an author of East Orthodox “teachings” the great theologian Anthim the Iberian.
Despite of essential differences, both have in common theocratic mode of education.

There is proved that ideas of protestant reformation had a great impact on the theory and
practice of American enlightenment. Cotton’s viewpoint is based on his covenant of grace-social
and ecclesiastic agreement between God and human. His educational mode is based on
antinomianism, radical formalism, one-sidedness. In Anthim’s discourse we cannot meet any of
these signs. On the contrary none of them is entirely acceptable for him. Priority of personal

will personal freedom of choice and their integration in the process of education is the backbone

of his mode.
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Soviet Ideology and American Democracy. Counterpoint Principle

Summary

XX century Science, Art and Literature, In the framework of Soviet Union present
rather strange, even paradoxical phenomena. There was some kind of Renaissance in
development of culture, despite the Ideological pressure and strong censorship.

In present day life, in time of freedom of word, we can not encounter with same
success of creative works, which we observed in Soviet period.

To explain this paradox, let’s consider the counterpoint principle.

In musical composition this principle means to introduce the theme, which
sounds as an opposition to the major premise. On the wave of contradiction between these
two opposite poles, the stream of music develops toward the final point.

Soviet ideology restricted the freedom of creativity and played a role of counterpoint
in artistic development of creative thought. This positive effect of negative obstacles
provided the soviet culture with prosperity.

American Democracy seems to be free from ideological pressure. In American
culture the part of counterpoint plays a free market. Business and Economical demands
introduce in art and literature principle of profitability. Such pragmatic attitude is totally

alien for the exalted spirit of impartial, pure art.



In our essay we try to show that this alienation has positive, productive sense. It
provokes, like a counterpoint the artistic thinking and provides the American culture

with new horizon of development in infinite perspective of human creative activity.
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