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The paper focuses on the use of the forms of the Georgian verb Ldgbs smena
‘listen/hear’ with preradical vowels «- u-: «-b3gbL u-smens ‘he/she is listening to’, dm-
«-bdgblb mo-u-smens ‘he/she will listen to’, dm-«-L3dnbs mo-u-smina ‘he/she listened
to’ and o- i-: 0-L3gbL i-smens ‘he/she hears’, 3m-0-LdgbL mo-i-smens ‘he/she will
hear’, dm-a-bdnbs Mo-i-smina ‘he/she heard’. The use of these forms is analyzed from
the perspective of teaching Georgian as a second or foreign language.

The paper argues that the forms with preradical vowel «- u- denote the active
process of listening on the part of the individual/listener, who is concentrated on what
he/she is listening to, whereas the forms with preradical vowel o- i- denote the process
in which the individual/listener is not active, hence, he/she does not concentrate on
what he/she hears. That is why the above-mentioned forms with preradical vowel «- u-
correspond to the English verb To listen (cf. Russian - caywatb), whereas the forms with
preradical vowel o- i- correspond to the English verb To hear (cf. Russian - cabiwatb).

The above-mentioned semantic nuance is expressed by two different verbs in
English, whereas in Russian it is expressed by two stems of one and the same verb.
However, in Georgian this semantic nuance is expressed by two different preradical vo-
wels — 9- u- and o- i-, which are markers of the grammatical category of version and for
which the expression of the above-mentioned semantic nuance is an additional, facul-
tative function.
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