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urartuli wyaroebis `igani~ da qarTuli saistorio 

Zeglebis `ZaRinis Pevi~ 

(Crdilis tbis mxaris istoriuli geografia da 

TavdacviTi sistema)* 

 
igani Crdilis tbis mxareSi arsebuli politikuri gaerTiane-

baa.1 misi gamoCena urartul wyaroebSi ukve Zv.w. IX saukunis dasawyi-

siT SegviZlia davaTariRoT, rodesac warwerebSi eTiuxis (eTiuni) 

qveynebis mefeebi Cndebian.2 sxva teqstSi, iganis monarqi moxseniebulia 

rogorc eTiuxis qveynis mefe,3 rac am samefos gansakuTrebuli mdgo-

mareobis maniSnebelia eTiuxis qveyanaTa Soris. 

                                                           
*
 statia efuZneba Cvens mier ivane javaxiSvilis saxelobis Tbilisis saxelmwifo uni-

versitetis humanitarul mecnierebaTa fakultetis saqarTvelos istoriis saswavlo-

samecniero institutis egidiT Catarebul konferenciaze (`ivane javaxiSvilis saxe-

lobis Tbilisis saxelmwifo universiteti 100 saqarTvelos istoriis kaTedra~. 16 

marti, 2018 weli) wakiTxul moxsenebas saTauriT: urartuli wyaroebis `igani~ da 
qarTuli saistorio Zeglebis `ZaRinis Pevi~ (Crdilis tbis mxaris istoriuli geog-
rafia da TavdacviTi sistema Zvel da Sua saukuneebSi). mimdinare werilic, ZiriTa-

dad, am dros daiwera. 
1 Г. А. Меликишвили. Наири-Урарту. Тб. 1954, gv. 57, 61-62, 262-263; g. meliqiSvili. 

samxreT-dasavleT saqarTvelos mosaxleobis uZvelesi gaerTianebebi. saqarTvelos is-

toriis narkvevebi. t. I – saqarTvelo uZvelesi droidan axali welTaRricxvis IV 

saukunemde. Tb. 1970, gv. 377, 383. 
2 antikuri kavkasia: enciklopedia. I – wyaroebi. mT. red. r. gordeziani. Tb. 2010, gv. 

24-25; l. gordeziani. Zveli istoriis narkvevebi. meore, Sevsebuli da Sesworebuli 

gamocema. Tb. 2012, gv. 85-88. Cvens xelTaa qarTul enaze Targmnili urartuli way-

roebis aRniSnuli ori gamocema. amaTgan ZiriTadad vimowmebT uaxless, xolo saWiro-

ebis SemTxvevaSi – pirvelsac. 
3 l. gordeziani. Zveli istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 106. 
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zemoxsenebuli warwerebi TariRdeba daaxloebiT Zv.w. IX sauk-

unis 10-iani wlebidan Zv.w. VIII-VII saukuneebis mijnis CaTvliT.4 ur-

artul wyaroebSi ar Cans Tu rodis unda Camoyalibebuliyo iganis 

samefo, magram misi arseboba Zv.w. IX saukunis meore naxevarSi dadas-

turebuli movlenaa. urartus mefeTa mier ganxorcielebuli mravali 

samxedro kampania iganis samefos Zalian asustebs.  

urartus laSqrobaTa Soris yvelaze Zlieri Cans sarduri II-

is Zv.w. 742-739 wlebs Soris momxdari laSqroba, rodesac, urartu-

li warwerebis mixedviT, urartus armiam iganis 35 cixe-simagre da 

200 dasaxleba aiRo da gaanadgura, xolo datyvevebulebi urartuSi 

gadaasaxla.5 sarduri meoris brZanebiT Sesrulebuli am warweris mi-

xedviT, urartus armias ar miuRwevia iganis samefo qalaqamde, es uk-

anaskneli arsad Cans.6 sxva warweraSi aris aRwerili qalaqi makalTu-

nis aReba, romelic sarduri meores uximealis dapyrobis Semdeg dauk-

avebia.7  

makalTuni iganis qalaqi iyo, romelic amaze adre argiSTi I-is 

warweraSi Cans.8 makalTunis aRebis Sesaxeb damoukidebeli warweris 

aRmarTva imis maCvenebelia, rom qalaqi, savaraudod, imave adgilas 

mdebareobda, sadac gamarjvebis aRsaniSnavi warwera gaakeTes.9 makal-

Tunis aRebis TariRi ar Cans, Tumca araa gamoricxuli, rom is Zv.w. 

742-739 wlebs Soris arsebuli samxedro kampaniis farglebSi momxda-

riyo. am dros urartus samxedro Zalebma 35 cixe-simagre da 200 da-

saxleba aiRes, es ukanaskneli ki lursmul warwerebSi qalaqis 

(URU) formiTaa dafiqsirebuli.10 Tumca, rogorc cnobilia, urartu-

li wyaroebis qalaqi, umeteswilad, rigiTi dasaxlebis aRmniSvnelia. 

makalTuni SedarebiT didi dasaxlebuli punqti iyo, ris gamoc misi 

                                                           
4 daTariRebebi ixileT warweris qarTuli Targmanis avtoris, levan gordezianis, 

mier miTiTebul sqolioebSi. 
5 l. gordeziani. Zveli istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 109. 
6 l. TavaZe. TeTrcixe (cixesimagre da koSki). Tsu saqarTvelos istoriis institu-

tis Sromebi. t. XIII. Tb. 2018, gv. 48-49. 
7 antikuri kavkasia: enciklopedia. I, gv. 36. 
8 l. gordeziani. Zveli istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 95. 
9 Г. А. Меликишвили. Наири-Урарту, gv. 263; g. meliqiSvili. samxreT-dasavleT saqarT-

velos mosaxleobis uZvelesi gaerTianebebi, gv. 383.  
10 Г. А. Меликишвили Урартские клинообразные надписи. М. 1960, gv. 273-288, 308-309. 
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moxsenieba urartul ZeglebSi orjer xdeba. pirvelad argiSTi I-is 

dros Zv.w. 784-783 wlebSi, rodesac dasaxelebulia rogorc iganis 

qveynis qalaqi makalTuni, xolo meored – sarduris zemoxsenebul 

warweraSi, romelic aRmoCenilia Crdilis tbis samxreT sanapiros si-

axloves mdebare sofel TaSqofruSi.11 aRniSuli warweris mixedviT, 

giorgi meliqiSvili iganis samefos tbis samxreTiT aTavsebda. aqve, 

samxreT sanapirosTan iyo sofeli ignaZori (dRevandeli gonolalani), 

romelic TaSqofrus siaxloves, mis samxreT-aRmosavleTiT mdebareobs. 

sainteresoa am regionis moxsenieba qarTul wyaroebSi. `isto-

riani da azmani SaravandedTanis~ ucnobi avtori (XIII s.) mas ori 

formiT moixseniebs: 1. ZaRinis Pevi; 2. ZaRlis Pevi.12 es ukanaskneli 

ixsenieba melqisedek kaTalikosis dawerilSi (1031/3 w.), romlis mi-

xedviT sofeli orTaO (urTa) am Pevis Semadgeneli nawilia.13 orTa 

anu urTa Tanamedrove sofeli golbelenia, romelic Crdilis tbis 

ukidures Crdilo-dasavleTiT mdebareobs. 

ZaRinis Pevis saxelwodebis analizi gvafiqrebinebs, rom is un-

da iyos igive urartuli wyaroebs igani. ZaRinis Pevi, ignaZori (ignas 

xevi somxur enaze) da igani saerTo warmomavlobisaa, xolo avTentu-

ri forma ZaRini/ZaRina unda iyos. amas miuTiTebs qarTul wyaroSi Za-

Rinis moxsenieba `Pevis~ saxelwodebiT. rogorc viciT, Zveli qarTu-

li wyaroebis istoriul-geografiuli termini `Pevi~ adreklasobrivi 

saxelmwifos aRmniSvnelia, romelic, mogvianebiT, administraciuli 

erTeulis saxelwodebad damkvidrda. aRniSnuli procesi qarTuli po-

litikuri sivrcis gaerTianebis Sedegi iyo. amas garda ZaRinis Pevi 

zustad im teritoriaze mdebareobs, sadac igani. iganisa da ZaRinis 

gaigivebas mxars eWers am terminebis etimologiuri analizic.14 imis 

gaTvaliswinebiT, rom igani sakmaod Zlieri politikuri erTeuli iyo 

da, aseve, im istoriul-geografiul TaviseburebaTa gaTvaliswinebiT, 

                                                           
11 Г. А. Меликишвили Урартские клинообразные надписи, gv. 247, 308-309; antikuri 

kavkasia: enciklopedia. I, gv. 28, 36; l. gordeziani. Zveli istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 95. 
12 istoriani da azmani SaravandedTani. gamosacemad moamzades g. kartoziam da c. kik-

viZem. qarTlis cxovreba. Tb. 2008, gv. 412, 448. 
13 qarTuli istoriuli sabuTebis korpusi I. gamosacemad moamzades T. enuqiZem, v. si-

logavam da n. SoSiaSvilma. Tb. 1984, gv. 26. 
14 l. TavaZe. TeTrcixe, gv. 37-38, sq. 33. 
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rac Crdilis tbas axasiaTebs, vfiqrob, rom ZaRini, anu urartuli 

wyarobis igani, aerTianebda mTel Crdilis tbis regions, romelic 

erT istoriul-geografiul `qveyanas~ hqmnis. geografiuli saxelwo-

deba `ZaRinis Pevi~ Crdilis tbis samxreT-dasavleT sanapiro teri-

torias ganviTarebuli Sua saukuneebis periodis CaTvliT SemorCa. 

`istoriani da azmani SaravandedTanis~ avtori mas artaanisa da pala-

kacios gverdiT moixseniebs, rogorc calke istoriul-geografiul 

mxares.15 

 

TavdacviTi sistema 

iganis TavdacviTi sistemis Sesaxeb garkveuli cnobebi urar-

tul wyaroebSi moipoveba. am kuTxiT gansakuTrebiT mniSvnelovania 

sarduri II-is (Zv.w. 756-730 ww.) brZanebiT Sesrulebuli warwera, 

romelic Zv.w. 742-739 wlebs Soris momxdar urartul samxedro kam-

panias aRgviwers. warweraSi vkiTxulobT:  

gavemarTe me (salaSqrod) iganis qveynis winaaRmdeg. RvTaeba 

xaldi gaemarTa (salaSqrod) Tavisi iaraRiT, sZlia man kafuri-

nis, iganis qveynis mefes, RvTaeba xaldi Zlieria, xaldis iaraRi 

Zlieria. gaemarTa (salaSqrod) sarduri. sarduri ambobs: 35 ci-

xe-simagre (da) 200 qalaqi erTi dRis ganmavlobaSi me xelT 

vigde. cixe-simagreebi davangrie, qalaqebi davwvi, qveyana gavaCana-

ge, kacebi (da) qalebi me iqidan waviyvane biainilis qveyanaSi.16 

rogorc teqstSi Cans am dros urartus samxedro Zalebma 35 

cixe-simagre da 200 dasaxleba aiRes, es ukanaskneli ki lursmul 

warwerebSi qalaqis (URU) formiTaa dafiqsirebuli.17 Tumca, rogorc 

cnobilia, urartuli wyaroebis qalaqi, umeteswilad, rigiTi dasax-

lebis aRmniSvnelia. 

Cveni erT-erTi amocanaa saistorio wyaroTa monacemebi Sevaje-

roT faqtobriv masalas da gavarkvioT SeiZleboda Tu ara Crdilis 

                                                           
15 istoriani da azmani SaravandedTani, gv. 448; l. TavaZe. TeTrcixe, gv. 37-38, sq. 33. 
16 l. gordeziani. Zveli istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 108-109. 
17 Г. А. Меликишвили Урартские клинообразные надписи, gv. 273-288, 308-309. 
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tbis mxareSi, iganis samefos miwaze, arsebuliyo 35 cixe-simagre da 

200 dasaxleba. 

urartuli saistorio narativiT cnobili cixe-simagreebi, ro-

gorc es samecniero literaturaSi aris aRniSnuli, magaliTuri anu 

kirduRabis gareSe agebuli nagebobebia. mkvlevarTa erTi nawili maT 

`ciklopur~ Zeglebs uwodebs. 

aqve ismis kiTxva, ramdenad iyo Tanamedrove saqarTvelos, Tur-

qeTisa da somxeTis teritoriis gasayarze mdebare mcire regioni 35 

cixe-simagrisa da 200 dasaxlebis da, SesaZloa, metis mqonebeli?! am 

kuTxiT daxmarebas gviwevs im megaliTuri safortifikacio nagebobaTa 

analizi, romelTa masiuri gamovlena akademiur sivrceSi mxolod bo-

lo wlebia rac daiwyo. am mxriv erT-erTi pirvelia Turqi mkvlevare-

bis, h. gundoRdusa da a. m. aqTemuris, 2001 wels Cildiris regionis 

cixe-simagreTa Sesaxeb gamocemuli specialuri narkvevi.18 aRniSnuli 

mxaris Zeglebi Seiswavles sami patajim da iasin TofaloRlum.19 qar-

Tuli masalebidan gamorCeulia Teimuraz xuciSvilis jgufis mier 

Sesrulebuli 2014 wlis samecniero eqspediciebis angariSi.20 amave 

regionSi savele eqspediciebi ganaxorciela Cvenma jgufmac.21 am mimar-

TulebiT muSaobs dimitri narimanaSvili.22 

zemoxsenebuli masalebis SejerebiT gamovlinda, rom amJamad 

Crdilis tbis mxaresa da mis mimdebare miwebze, sadac Cvens mier moi-

azreba iganis samefo, mdebareobs 20-mde megaliTuri cixe-simagre. maTi 

agebis qronologiuri diapazoni, saqarTveloSi gamovlenili monaceme-

                                                           
18 H. Gundoğdu, A. M. Aktemur.Tarihi Kalıntıları ile Cıldır. Ankara. 2001. 
19 Y. Topaloğlu. Ardahan Cıldır Bolgesi Tarihi ve Arkeolojik Araştırmaları. Lisans Tezi, Ataturk 

Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitusu, Tarih Anabilim Dalı. Erzurum 2006; S. Pataci. Ardahan 

Kale ve Kuleleri. wgn-Si: Ardahan Kale ve Kuleleri. Editör: S. Pataci. Ardahan. 2016. 
20 tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis 2014 wlis sakvlevi eqspediciebis angariSebi. eqspedicie-

bis angariSebi moamzades Teimuraz xuciSvilma (xelmZRvaneli), levan wiqariSvilma, 

ana gelaSvilma, bebur gozaliSvilma, Salva koRuaSvilma, ana imedaSvilma, daviT gaCe-

CilaZem da daviT maisuraZem. Tb. 2015. 
21 Crdilis mxaris Seswavlis istoria TeTrcixis fonze mocemulia Cvens statiaSi, 

ix.: l. TavaZe. TeTrcixe, gv. 28-32. 
22 d. narimanaSvili. `ciklopuri~ kompleqsebi istoriuli javaxeTisa da TrialeTis 

mxareebSi. onlain arqeologia. # 11 (2017); D. Narimanashvili. The Cyclopean Settle-

ments of South Georgia and the Prospects of its Study (Abstract). Aegean World and South Cau-

casus: Cultural Relations in the Bronze Age (International Workshop). September 25-26, 2016 

Georgia. Proceedings. Tbilisi. 2016. 
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bis gaTvaliswinebiT, rac Crdilis tbis regionis monumentebis yvela-

ze axlo analogiaa, Zv.w. XVI-VI saukuneebs Soris meryeobs.23 aRniS-

nulze miuTiTebs am Zeglebis erT nawilze aRmoCenili arqeologiuri 

masalebi, romelic brinjaosa da adrerkinis xaniT TariRdeba. 

zemoxsenebuli megaliTuri safortifikacio nagebobebia: 

1) TeTrcixis cixe-simagre;24 

2) TeTrcixis koSki;25 

3) sengerTefes TavdacviTi kompleqsi, sofel TeTrcixidan (ak-

jakale) 2km-Si;26 

5) Savcixe;27 

6) Savcixis CrdiloeTiT daaxloebiT 1,2 km-Si mdebare megali-

Turi nageboba;28 

7) Savcixis CrdiloeTiT daaxloebiT 1,5 km-Si mdebare megali-

Turi nageboba;29 

8) baSqois megaliTuri cixe; 

9) beSiqTefes megaliTuri cixe (aq aRmoCenili keramikuli ma-

salebi xalkoliTis, brinjaos, rkinisa da Sua saukuneebis periods 

ganekuTvneba).30 mdebareobs Cildiris raionuli centridan (qalaqi 

ZurZna; Turq. Cildir/Çildir) 750 metrSi; 

10) orTas (urTa, sinirortasi; Tanamedrove sof. golbeleni) 

megaliTuri cixe;31 

                                                           
23 g. narimanaSvili. TrialeTis brinjaos xanis namosaxlarebi. saqarTvelosa da kavka-

siis istoriisa da arqeologiis sakiTxebi (eZRvneba kiazo ficxelauris 80 wlis iu-

biles). Tb. 2012, gv. 138-140. 
24 TeTrcixis cixe-simagresa da koSkis Sesaxeb gamoqveynebuli gvaqvs vrceli statia, 

ix.: l. TavaZe. TeTrcixe, gv. 27-69. 
25 l. TavaZe. TeTrcixe, gv. 27-69. 
26 tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis 2014 wlis sakvlevi eqspediciebis angariSebi, gv. 84-85; 

S. Pataci. Ardahan Kale ve Kuleleri, gv. 34-35. 
27 l. TavaZe. Savcixe. wgn-Si: tao-klarjeTis cixe-simagreebi. t. I (mtkvris auzis 

fortifikaciebi). Tb. 2020, gv. 211-219. 
28 tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis 2014 wlis sakvlevi eqspediciebis angariSebi, gv. 68. 
29 tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis 2014 wlis sakvlevi eqspediciebis angariSebi, gv. 68. 
30 Y. Topaloğlu. Ardahan Cıldır Bolgesi Tarihi ve Arkeolojik Araştırmaları, gv. 121; Ardahan 

Kale ve Kuleleri, gv. 34.  
31 Y. Topaloğlu. Ardahan Cıldır Bolgesi Tarihi ve Arkeolojik Araştırmaları, gv. 122; Ardahan 

Kale ve Kuleleri, gv. 34. 
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11) konis megaliTuri cixe (sofeli feqraSeni, Tanamedrove 

guliuzu) mdebareobs soflidan CrdiloeTiT 2,5 km-Si;32 

12) qajis cixe (SaiTankale). rogorc Turqi arqeologi iasin 

TofaloRlu aRniSnavs qajis cixis teritoriaze mikvleulia brinja-

os xanisa da rkinis xanis keramika, xolo sakuTriv Sua saukuneebis 

masiuri cixe-simagre agebuli unda iyos SedarebiT Zveli safortifi-

kacio nagebobis nacixarze; 

13) sof. gonululanis samxreTiT arsebuli megaliTuri cixe 

(d. narimanaSvilis rukis mixedviT);33 

14) sof. burjalTan mdebare pirveli megaliTuri nageboba (d. 

narimanaSvilis rukis mixedviT);34 

15) sof. burjalTan mdebare meore megaliTuri nageboba (d. na-

rimanaSvilis rukis mixedviT).35 

ukanaskneli sami cixe-simagre Crdilis tbis samxreTiT aris 

dafiqsirebuli. amave mxareSi unda yofiliyo iganis erT-erTi yvelaze 

cnobili qalaqi – makalTuni. 

makalTuni urartul wyaroebSi orjer ixsenieba. giorgi meli-

qiSvili mas iganis dedaqalaqs uwodebda, Tumca am statusiT is sais-

torio wyaroebSi dafiqsirebuli ar aris. rogorc Cans, makalTuni 

erT-erTi yvelaze msxvili dasaxleba iyo iganis qveyanaSi, rasac adas-

turebs misi xSiri moxsenieba. sarduri II-is warwera gvamcnobs, rom 

urartus mefes qalaqi daupyria, xolo misi mosaxleoba tyved wauyva-

nia. warmatebis aRsaniSnavad warwera aRmarTes, romelic dRemde Crdi-

lis tbis sanapirosTanaa daculi. miuxedavad imisa, rom soflis te-

ritoriaze megaliTuri cixe-simagre dRevandeli monacemebiT araa da-

fiqsirebuli, urartus xanaSi aseTis arseboba savaraudebelia, sxva 

SemTxvevaSi masze urartuel mefeTa matianeSi yuradReba gamaxvilebu-

                                                           
32 tao-klarjeTis Zeglebis 2014 wlis sakvlevi eqspediciebis angariSebi, gv. 83. 
33 d. narimanaSvili. `ciklopuri~ kompleqsebi istoriuli javaxeTisa da TrialeTis 

mxareebSi, gv. 174. 
34 d. narimanaSvili. `ciklopuri~ kompleqsebi istoriuli javaxeTisa da TrialeTis 

mxareebSi, gv. 174. 
35 d. narimanaSvili. `ciklopuri~ kompleqsebi istoriuli javaxeTisa da TrialeTis 

mxareebSi, gv. 174. 
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li ar iqneboda. ufro metic, qalaqi makalTuni da misi TadacviTi na-

geboba sxvaze ufro Zlieri da vrceli unda yofiliyo.  

makalTunis teritoriaze namosaxlarisa da fortifikaciis gaq-

roba urartuelTa Semosevis garda am miwaze mosaxleobis gaqrobiT, 

an sxva adgilze gadasaxlebiT SeiZleba avxsnaT, ris gamoc droTa 

ganmavlobaSi waiSala cixis naSTebi da masTan erTad samosaxloc. 

dReisTvis ganadgurebuli safortifikacio nagebobebi da samosaxloebi 

mravlad unda iyos. urartul wyaroebSi dafiqsirebuli iganis 35 ci-

xe-simagre da dasaxleba, romelic sarduri II-s gaunadgurebia, ar un-

da iyos gamonaklisi. sxvadasxva periodSi msgavsi bedi gaiziares, sava-

raudod, amave regionis sxva cixe-simagreebmac. maTi nawili aRdgenas 

eqvemdebareboda, magram meore nawili samudamod unda gamqraliyo. 

Crdilis tbis mxareSi, sadac arsebobda urartul wyaroebSi 

dafiqsirebuli politikuri erTeuli – igani da qarTuli saistorio 

Zeglebis – ZaRinis Pevi, ukve Zv.w. VIII saukunis Sua wlebisTvis 35 

cixe-simagre da 200 dasaxleba iyo gaSlili. maTi raodenoba, imis 

gaTvaliswinebiT, rom mefe sarduri meores ar daukavebia iganis poli-

tikuri centri, SedarebiT meti unda yofiliyo. dResdReisobiT iganis 

samefos/ZaRinis Pevis teritoriaze gamovlenili megaliTuri cixe-si-

magreebi ocis farglebSi meryeobs. aRniSnuli ricxvi momavalSi, didi 

albaTobiT, kidev ufro gaizrdeba, rac urartul saistorio ZeglebSi 

dafiqsirebul cixe-simagreTa raodenobas realurs xdis, xolo qar-

Tul wyaroSi moxseniebuli `ZaRinis Pevi~, Cveni azriT, am mxaris av-

Tenturi saxelwodebis yvelaze misaRebi variantia. 

sainteresoa amierkavkasiis teritoriaze arsebuli cixe-simag-

reTa da dasaxlebaTa urTierTSefardeba. amgvari SedarebiTi analizis 

Sedegad cxadi xdeba, rom TiToeul cixeze 4-dan 6-mde dasaxleba mo-

dioda. SegviZlia movixmoT magaliTebic: argiSTis I-is mier diaoxis 

winaaRmdeg laSqrobisas dasaxelebulia 105 cixe-simagre da 453 da-

saxleba. amgvarad, erT cixe-simagreze saSualod 4 an 5 dasaxleba mo-

dioda;36 35 cixe-simagre da 200 dasaxlebaa moxseniebuli iganis wina-

aRmdeg laSqrobisas. saSualod erT cixeze 5 an 6 dasaxleba modio-

                                                           
36 l. gordeziani. Zveli istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 94. 
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da;37 sarduri II-m dalaSqra arkukinis qveyana, adaxunis qveyana, luif-

runis qveyana, eSumas qveyana, kamnivis qveyana, kualbanis qveyana, uxunis 

qveyana, Terianis qveyana, sadac 20 gamagrebuli citadeli brZolaSi 

daipyro, xolo 120 dasaxleba daikava.38 cixe-simagreebi daangria, xo-

lo dasaxlebebi gadawva. am cnobis mixedviT, erT safortifikacio na-

gebobaze 6 dasaxleba modis. 

yvelaferi zemoT Tqmulis gaTvaliswinebiT Cveni ZiriTadi das-

kvnebi Semdegia: 

1) Sua saukuneebis qarTuli ZaRinis Pevi urartuli wyaroeb-

is iganis Seesabameba da misi qarTuli saxelwodebaa. SesaZ-

loa avTenturic; 

2) Zv.w. IX-VIII saukuneebidan moyolebuli igani anu ZaRinis 

Pevi aerTianebda Crdilis tbis mxares. ax.w. XI-XIII sauk-

uneebisTvis aRniSnuli saxelwodeba SemorCa mxolod Crdi-

lis tbis samxreT-dasavleT nawils; 

3) Zv.w. IX-VII saukuneebSi iganis samefo warmoadgenda eTiux-

is igive eTiunis regionis erT-erT mowinave politikur ga-

erTianebas; 

4) urartul lursmul warweraSi iganis teritoriaze dafiq-

sirebuli 35 cixe-simagris arseboba dasturdeba Tanamedro-

ve savele-dazverviTi eqspediciebis monacemebis safuZvel-

zec. am cnobebis mixedviT, Crdilis tbis regionSi daaxlo-

ebiT 20-mde brinjaos xanisa Tu rkinis xanis megaliTuri 

sasimagro nagebobaa gamovlenili, romlebic urartul peri-

odSi ukve arsebobda, funqcionirebda da qveynis TavdacvaSi 

mniSvnelovan rols asrulebda; 

5) sarduri II-m Zv.w. 742-739 wlebis SualedSi mimdinare sam-

xedro kampaniis dros ver aiRo iganis mTeli qveyana, risi 

mowmobacaa iganis mefis gadarCena da samefo qalaqis ar 

moxsenieba. amdenad, regionSi arsebuli safortifikacio na-

gebobebi, savaraudod, ocdaTxuTmetze meti unda yofiliyo; 

                                                           
37 l. gordeziani. Zveli istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 108-109. 
38 l. gordeziani. Zveli istoriis narkvevebi, gv. 109. 
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6) urartul wyaroebSi dafiqsirebul iganis 35 cixe-simagres 

maT irgvliv mdebare dasaxlebebis mcvelis funqcia hqonda. 

iganis mefis TiTo cixe daaxloebiT 5-6 soflis Tavdacvas 

uzrunvelyofda; 

7) cixe-simagreTa erTi nawili, TeTrcixis magaliTis mixed-

viT, safortifikacio nagebobis saxes inarCunebda Sua sauk-

uneebSic, XVI saukunis CaTvliT; 

8) arsebuli istoriul-geografiuli da arqeologiuri mona-

cemebis safuZvelze zustdeba urartul warwerebSi moxse-

niebuli iganis samefos politikuri sazRvrebi. maTi gansaz-

Rvra miaxloebiT mainc SesaZlebelia. 
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Summary 

 

Igani was mentioned in Urartian sources as one of the leading states of 

Etiukhi (Etiuni) region. According to the same sources Igani was independent 

kingdom at least from the 9
th
 c. to the 7

th
 c. BCE. Based on our study, the 

geographic name “Igani” originates from well preserved Georgian toponym 

“Żaḡini” (also known as “Żaḡina”). 

“Żaḡini” is mentioned by the first historian of Queen Tamar (the 13
th
 c.) 

as “Żaḡinis ẖẹvi”, one of the regions in the 13
th
 century Georgia located in Lake 

Çıldır (Geo. Chrdili) region. “Żaḡina” is mentioned in various medieval charters 

as a village in Shida Kartli region. Hence, various Georgian villages bore that 

name in medieval period and some have preserved it up to present . But, 

significantly, the first historian of Queen Tamar mentions “Żaḡinis ẖẹvi” 

(ZaRinis Pevi) – “ẖẹvi” in ancient Georgian tradition applies to the country , 

which later was transferred to administrative unit. Most probably this change 

took place as a result of unification of different ẖẹvis into a single kingdom. 

Later the same term, ẖẹvi, was used to refer administrative unit or region. 

Armenian toponym “Ignażor” is also attested in Lake Çıldır region. Hence, all 

these names – Igani, Ignażor, Żaḡini, Żaḡina – have the same roots. As I 

propose, authentic form of Urartian “Igani” should be the Georgian “Żaḡini” – 

first letter “ż” was omitted from Urartian texts while transfer of “ḡ” to “g” is 

common in many languages. Therefore from ancient form Żaḡini (or Żiḡani) 

Urartian “Igani” was derived. The fact that the medieval Georgian sources 

remember Żaḡini as ẖẹvi implies the existence of it as separate country in 

ancient period. 
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Urartian king Sarduri II (r. 756-730 BCE) carried out military campaign 

in Lake Çıldır region against Kingdom of Igani between 742-739 BCE. 

Inscription commissioned by king Sarduri II indicates that Urartian ruler 

defeated king of Igani, Kafurini, and captured 35 fortresses and 200 settlements. 

There is no mention of royal city of Igani and Kafurini seems to survive 

Urartian attack. Recent expeditions in Lake Çıldır region revealed around 20 

Bronze Age or Iron Age fortressed which firmly confirm statement of Sarduri II 

about the number of fortresses he conquered in Kingdom of Igani. Based on 

historical geography and analyses of present day megalithic fortresses 

(Sometimes referred as cyclopean fortresses) we can establish approximate 

borders of Igani Kingdom and characteristics of its defense system in ancient 

period. 

  

 

 


