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In ancient Syrian poetic works, the Syriac metrics represents a
well-organized, perfect system, which indicates that its origin dates
back to a much earlier period than the period when these literary
specimens were created. The resemblance to the Hebrew metrics is
quite obvious, however, to assert that they are identical, which is ob-
vious even without special argumentation, would be wrong if we take
into consideration different accents of these languages and different
periods of their renaissance.

Syriac metrics is based on two principles, one of which has its
roots in the language, and the other is its conventional constituent
part: this is the principle of word stress and counting of syllables.
The first means that all Syriac lines are formed as a result of alterna-
tion of stressed and unstressed syllables when a stressed syllable in
a line is ascending and an unstressed one is descending. This regu-
larity is crucial for the nature of the line.

To ensure maximum uniformity of the line changeability, the
Syrians established another regularity: they wanted for the lines
controlled by rhyme also to count a similar number of syllables.
However, the latter could not be achieved without lengthening or
shortening of one syllable in some lines, as should have occurred
according to the norm.

The paper studies and analyzes the views of well-known scholars
H.Grimme, W.Mevyer,T. Noldeke, R.Duvall and others on Syriac metrics.
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