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Irine Saganelidze

THE DEVELOPMENT OF ETHNIC POLITICS IN THE
BEGINNING OF THE 215" CENTURY

STATE APPROACHES AND MEASURES

Drawing out of international declarative and documented attitude of human pro-
tection, among which is defense of ethnic minorities’ ethno-cultural policy, is con-
nected with various historical processes, especially with rethinking of regrettable re-
sults of the World War II. Resulting from the policy of cultural politics, drawing out
methods of approach to ethnic minorities is a very knotty process that is complicated
by the multicultural reality of Georgia. In spite of this, in accordance with the inter-
national experience, in the beginning of the 21% century essential indicators of the
defensive policy of ethnic minorities’ cultural rights were already shown off in the
form of documented state methods of approach and state-maintained complex efforts.

In 2004-2008, Georgian legislation (concerning “Georgian state’s budget”) de-
fined and realized ethnic minorities supporting by intra allocation of budget on the
base of eleven ethno-cultural organizations (Armenian, Azerbaijan and state theatres
in Tbilisi, Georgian museums of Jewish and Azerbaijan culture, “Caucasian House”,
“Ukrainian Association”. The newspapers “Vrastan”, “Gurjistan”, “Svobodnaya
Gazeta”).

In 2004-2008, there was a growing trend of funding for state institutions of na-
tional minorities, as well as other organizations. Georgian Ministry of Culture worked
out the supportive assistance program for ethnic minorities. The program, together
with other projects, put into practice backing measures for protection, development,
popularization and for the further integration of ethnic minorities into the Georgian
space, especially in the compactly settled areas.

The documentary illustration of the ethno-cultural methods in the beginning of
the 21* century, the conception and the effective plan elaborated in 2009, correspond-
ing to the demands of The European Convention in order to protect ethnic minorities
is of utmost importance. This significant plan provides general rights and priorities
for defense of ethnic minorities’ cultural security. It also defines monitoring of the
main actions and measures for the realization.

Demonstrating of the existed in the 21% century indicators of the ethno-cultural
policy and showing of coordinated actions of the state organizations for defense her-
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itage of ethnic minorities, in spite of unsystematic character, allows us to consider
them to be the preconditions of 2009-2019 years implementations of the ethno-cul-
tural questions. Besides, taking into account the international experience, the more
assorted of policy of the ethno-culture has been worked out. As a result, the Georgian
state today has the policy which is backed by documents and is adapted to modern
requirements. The ethno-cultural policy on account of unstable and changeable char-
acter, however, needs further improvement and development.
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