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Tedo dundua, akaki Ciqobava 
 

moneta, rogorc propagandis saSualeba 

(qarTuli numizmatikuri Zeglebis mixedviT) 
 

gansxvavebul ekonomikur regionebSi moneta cirkulirebda, ro-

gorc saqonelbrunvis saSualeba. mas damatebiTi semantikuri datvirT-

vac gaaCnda. moneta propagandis saSualeba iyo. konkretuli kvlevis 

obieqti qarTuli numizmatikuri Zeglebia; ufro zustad ki gvsurs am 

masalis, rogorc warsulSi propagandis saSualebis, Seswavla. naSrom-

Si ganxilulia Semdegi samoneto jgufebi Tu tipebi: trapezuntis 

spilenZis saqalaqo monetebi miTras gamosaxulebiT; qarTul-sasanuri 

draqmebi; qarTul-bizantiuri monetebi; giorgi III-is monetebi _ mefe 

SevardeniT xelSi.  

1. gvianantikur xanaSi sakuTriv kolxeTis/lazikis da qarT-

lis/iberiis teritoriaze iWreba mxolod romauli fulis lokaluri 

(iberuli) minabaZebi. magram aris qarTveluri tomebiT dasaxlebuli 

erTi punqti, kerZod trapezunti, romelic II-III saukuneebSi Wris 

spilenZis saqalaqo monetebs. maT Sublze romis imperatoris saxelia 

moTavsebuli, xolo zurgze – Temis (trapezuntelebisa).1 

II-III saukuneebis qalaq trapezuntis rogorc politikuri, aseve 

religiuri istoriis Sesaxeb metad mcire werilobiTi wyaroebi mogve-

poveba. amitom mecnierebi udides mniSvnelobas aniWeben aRniSnuli qa-

laqis artefaqtebs, maT Soris, monetebsac. am TvalsazrisiT, gansa-

kuTrebuli mniSvneloba aqvs 1958 wels biWvinTis arqeologiuri 

gaTxrebis dros aRmoCenil II-III saukuneebis trapezuntis spilenZis 

                                                            
1 es nawili momzadebulia aRniSnuli avtorebis qarTuli numizmati-
kis inglisur-qarTuli onlain-katalogis (http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge) mi-
xedviT. 
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saqalaqo monetebis ganZs, romelic rogorc Cans, qisaSi yofila mo-

Tavsebuli, vinaidan monetebze SemorCenili iyo qsovilis fragmentebi. 

biWvinTis gaTxrebamde trapezuntis saqalaqo monetebis aRmoCe-

nis SemTxvevebi am qalaqis farglebs gareT fiqsirebuli ar iyo. amis 

safuZvelze zogierTi mkvlevari sakmao kategoriulobiT amtkicebda, 

rom trapezunti ar awarmoebda damoukidebel savaWro-ekonomikur po-

litikas da mis monetebs mxolod lokaluri xasiaTis fulis niSnad 

Tvlida. biWvinTisa da 1959 wels soxumis arqeologiurma kampaniebma 

mTlianad daarRvia es debuleba. saqme isaa, rom aRniSnul punqtebSi, 

ukve moxseniebuli ganZis garda, trapezuntis monetebis aRmoCena cal-

keuli erTeulebis saxiT Cveulebriv movlenad iqca. am garemoebas di-

di mniSvneloba aqvs ara marto am qalaqis ekonomikuri istoriisTvis, 

aramed misi politikuri statusis gasarkvevadac. 

biWvinTis ganZis SemadgenlobaSi Sedioda 149 moneta. aqedan aTi 

vercxlisaa, xolo 139 – II-III saukuneebis trapezuntis spilenZis sa-

qalaqo moneta. ganZis gviandeli moneta ekuTvnis filipe umcross 

(244/247-249 ww.) da TariRdeba 244/45 wlebiT. amrigad, ganZi damar-

xulia 244/45 wlebis Semdeg. 

trapezuntis monetebi biWvinTisa da soxumis aRmoCenebamde Zali-

an did iSviaTobas warmoadgenda. 

Tu Tavs movuyriT biWvinTasa da soxumSi aRmoCenil calebs, li-

teraturaSi arsebul cnobebs, sxvadasxva muzeumebSi Tu kerZo koleq-

ciebSi dacul egzemplarebsa da anabeWdebs, miviRebT, rom dReisaTvis 

CvenTvis cnobilia trapezuntis spilenZis saqalaqo monetebis daax-

loebiT 340-350 erTeuli. aqedan, daaxloebiT 230 cali biWvinTaSia 

napovni (ricxvebi, cxadia, absoluturad zusti ar SeiZleba iyos). 

im 340-350 monetis zurgze, romlebic CvenTvisaa cnobili (da 

romelTa daculoba amis saSualebas iZleva), daaxloebiT 210-220 

calze gamosaxulia mzisa da sinaTlis RvTaeba miTra; qalRmerTi tixe 

– 50-55 calze; dionise – 17-ze; serapisi – 12-ze; abudancia – 12-ze; 

apoloni – 6-ze; hermesi – 2-ze; herakle – erTze; rea-kibela – erT-

ze; palesi – erTze. 

zemoT moyvanili ricxvebi gvarwmunebs, rom miTra trapezuntis 

mTavari RvTaebaa. ismis kiTxva: ram gamoiwvia misi wina planze wamowe-
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va elinur qalaqSi? es garemoeba gasagebi gaxdeba, Tu gavixsenebT Zv. 

w. V-IV saukuneebis berZeni istorikosis, qsenofontes sityvebs, rom 

trapezunti iyo `xalxmravali elinuri qalaqi pontos evqsinos sana-

piroze, sinopes kolonia kolxebis qveyanaSi (Xenoph. Anab. IV. 8. 22). 

cxadia, am qalaqis mosaxleobis ZiriTadi birTvi araelinuri elemen-

tisgan unda yofiliyo Semdgari. ufro reliefurad es Cans imperator 

adrianes (117-138 ww.) legatis flavius arianes cnobebidan. aRwers 

ra am qalaqs, is wers imperators: ` ... axla aq samsxverploebia aR-

marTuli, magram xorkliani qvisagan da, amitom, asoebi veraa naTlad 

amokveTili, xolo berZnuli warwera SecdomiTac kia Sedgenili, rad-

gan barbarosebis mieraa dawerili ... Seni qandakeba dgas aq, mdgomareo-

ba misi moxerxebulia – igi zRvas uTiTebs. qandakeba araa Seni msgavsi 

da arc sxvamxrivaa kargi... aqve aSenebulia oTxkuTxa qvebiT taZaric~ 

(Arr. Periplus. 1-2). rogorc vxedavT, ariane pirdapir ambobs, rom berZ-

nuli warwerebi `barbarosebis~ mier aris Sesrulebuli. cxadia, `bar-

barosebSi~ kolxebi igulisxmebian. metic, trapezuntis ara Tu Ziri-

Tadi mosaxleoba, aramed misi mmarTveli wrec umetesad `barbarose-

bis~ tomebidan unda yofiliyo gamosuli, radgan Zneli warmosadgenia, 

klasikur esTetikur tradiciebze gazrdil pirebs sanqcia miecaT ad-

rianes qandakebis dadgmisaTvis, romelic berZnuli xelovnebis norme-

bis darRveviT iyo Seqmnili. amrigad, miTras kultis gamarjvebisaTvis 

trapezuntSi eTnikuri safuZveli arsebobda. am TvalsazrisiT, sainte-

resoa `qarTlis cxovrebis~ erTi cnoba: `movida ... andria qalaqad 

trapizonad, romel ars sofeli megrelTa...~ (qc, I, gv. 39). sinqronu-

lad mcire aziis sxva elinur qalaqebSi miTras kultis arsebobis 

araviTari niSanwyali ar aris. xazgasmiT unda aRiniSnos is garemoeba, 

rom trapezuntis miTras gamosaxulebian monetebs paraleli ar eZebne-

ba sxva qalaqebisa da samefoebis numizmatikaSi.  

miTraizmi qristianobis kontrargumentia. municipaluri miTraiz-

mi trapezuntSi adasturebs aq qveda klasebis qristianul struqtu-

ralizacias.2 

es fulebi pitiuntSi uxvad mimoiqceoda jariskacebs Soris. qve-

moT vnaxavT, rom yovelive SemTxveviT ar momxdara. 

                                                            
2 T. dundua, n. silagaZe. ΜΊΘΡΑΣ saqarTveloSi. Tb. 2010, gv. 16-35. 
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`man qadagebiT mTeli provincia Semoikriba; da TiToeuli, misu-

li wm. klementTan, uflis Sesaxeb klementis moZRvrebaze moiqceoda; 

yoveldRiurad is 500-ze met kacs naTlavda da uSvebda. erT weli-

wadSi ki iq, WeSmariti rwmeniT, 75 eklesia aigo, da yvela kerpi da-

imsxvra, mezobel mxareebSi mdebare yvela warmarTuli taZari daingra, 

misi mudmivi RvawliT 300 milis garSemo yvelaferi daingra da miwas-

Tan gasworda.”3 es agresiuli da aSkarad gadaWarbebuli prozelitiz-

mi romis III Tu IV episkoposis (papis), klementis (92-101 ww.) ,,apok-

rifuli~ moRvaweobaa. konkretuli pasaJi swored rom IV saukunis 

berZnuli apokrifuli Txzulebidan aris motanili. klementi impera-

tor m. ulpius traianes (98-117 ww.) qersonesSi (yirimi) gadausaxle-

bia da qvis samtexloebSi samuSaod gaumwesebia. man ki iq didi qris-

tianuli moRvaweoba gaaCaRa.4 

klementis warmatebani im mxareebSi qristianuli organizaciebis 

genezisis aspeqtiT logikuri hipoTezaa. samagierod, aSkarad dauje-

rebelia I saukuneSi, misi STagonebiT, warmarTuli kerpebis msxvreva 

da warmarTuli taZrebis ngreva. an ra saxsrebiT, an visi proteqciiT 

unda eSenebinaT qristianuli eklesiebi?! rogorc vxedavT, mTel am am-

bavSi, raRac unda davijeroT, raRac – ara. maS, ra vuyoT im 300 

mils (romauli mili udris daaxl. 1480 m.), romelic zemoT aRniS-

nul citataSi ixsenieba?! prozelitizmis arealSi xom, praqtikulad, 

pitiuntis mxarec eqceva. Tumca, jer, albaT, ZiriTadi problema unda 

gadawydes: iyo ki, saerTod, klementi yirimSi?! IV saukunemde xom yi-

rimSi misi gadasaxlebis da iq mowameobrivi sikvdilis Sesaxeb (kle-

menti, Ruzaze mibmuli, zRvaSi daaxrCves) arafers weren. es ambavi 

arc evsevisTanaa.5 meore mxriv, arc raime tradicia arsebobs, rom mi-

                                                            
3 Martyrium S. Clementis. XXII. Patrologiae Graecae Tomus II. Paris. 1886, gv. 630. 
4 Martyrium S. Clementis, gv. 627-630. 
5 Ph. Schaff. History of the Christian Church. Vol. II: Anti-Nicene Christianity. A.D. 
100-325. First Published 1882. Third Edition, Revised. http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaf-
f/hcc2.html, gv. 399-405; Clement of Rome. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian 
Church. Edited by F. L. Cross.Third Edition by E. A. Livingstone. Oxford University 
Press.1997, gv. 360; Eusebius. HE. III. IV. 6-11, III. XI. XV, III. XX. XXI, III. XXXVII. 
XXXVIII, Eusebius. The Ecclesiastic History. With an English Translation by K. Lake. 
In Two Volumes. I. London: W. Heinemann, New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 
MCMXXVI, gv. 197, 233, 235, 241, 289. 
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si saflavi romSia.6 e.i. klementi mainc gadausaxlebiaT.  

ara konkretul frazaze dayrdnobiT, sadac aRniSnuli manZilia 

mocemuli, aramed im zogadi koniunqturidan gamomdinare, rom klemen-

ti qersonesSi iyo gadasaxlebuli, xolo qersonesi axlos aris aRmo-

savleT SavizRvispireTTan, zogierTma specialistma adrec gamoTqva 

varaudi, rom klementis mier moqceulni, misive kurTxeviT, kol-

xeT/lazikaSic moRvaweobdnen. ase fiqrobdnen m. sabinini7 da m. Tama-

raSvili.8 axla, zogad koniunqturasTan erTad, pirdapir miniSnebazec 

gamaxvilda yuradReba prozelitizmis radiusTan dakavSirebiT. 

aris kidev erTi ram – TviT qalaq pitiuntis istoria. rom ara 

qristianuli Temis arsebobis faqti pitiuntis xoraSi, gana saWiro 

iqneboda pitiuntSi III saukunis dasawyisidan ganlagebuli a priori 

miTraisti legionerebis9 providenciuli suliskveTebis amaRleba miT-

raistuli propagandiT, kerZod, trapezuntis spilenZis saqalaqo mo-

netebiT, romlebzec, umetesad, miTraa gamosaxuli da romlebiTac ja-

riskacebs ,,jibis fuls~ uxdidnen. ra Tqma unda, konkretul SemTxve-

vaSi ZiriTadi mainc is aris, rom kapadokiis legats daqvemdebarebuli 

es garnizoni swored rom am provinciis sistemaSi CarTuli municipa-

litetis (e.i. trapezuntis) spilenZis fuliT maragdeboda, albaT, 

fiskis lokaluri ganyofilebidan10, magram providenciuli momentebic 

gasaTvaliswinebelia. sadac Zlieri miTraistuli propagandaa, iq qris-

tianebic arian, rogorc am religiis yvelaze Zlieri oponentebi, am 

SemTxvevaSi, ,,socialisti~ oponentebi.11 simptomaturia isic, rom do-

kumenturad dadasturebuli yvelaze adreuli eparqia dasavleT sa-

                                                            
6 Ch. G. Herbermann. Pope St. Clement I. The Catholic Encyclopedia. Volume 4: Clan-
destinity-Diocesan Chancery. New York. 1913, gv. 36. 
7 М. Сабинин. Полные жизнеописания святых грузинской церкви. В 2-х частях. 
СПб. 1871. Ч. I, gv. 33-34. http://krotov.info/libr_min/18_s/ab/inin_01.html. 
8 m. TamaraSvili. qarTuli eklesia dasabamidan dRemde. qarTuli 
eklesiis istoria. masalebi da gamokvlevebi. 3. Tb. 1995, gv. 189-190.  
9 saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi. t. I. 1970, gv. 545, 549. 
10 T. Dundua. Christianity and Mithraism. The Georgian Story. Tb. 1999, gv. 3-4; T. 
Dundua. Influx of Roman Coins in Georgia. Roman Coins Outside the Empire. Ways 
and Phases, Contexts and Functions. Proceedings of the ESF/SCH Exploratory Work-
shop. Radziwill Palace, Nieborow (Poloand). 3-6 September. 2005. Moneta 82. Wet-
teren. 2008, gv. 309 -319.  
11 T. Dundua. Christianity and Mithraism. The Georgian Story. 
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qarTvelos teritoriaze swored rom pitiuntisaa.12 

 

pitiuntSi aRmoCenili trapezuntis spilenZis saqalaqo monetebi 

miTras gamosaxulebiT: 

 

Subli: wverosani imperatoris gamosaxuleba marjvniv. 

zurgi: miTras biusti sxivana frigiul qudSi marjvniv. mis win cxe-

nis protoma. ukan damRa ramdenime wre-xazis saxiT. 

 

Subli: semptimius severusis gamosaxuleba marjvniv. imperatoris 

marjvniv warwera: FΕΟΥHΡΟFΛ. 
zurgi: taxtze mjdomare cxenis gamosaxuleba marjvniv. misgan marcx-

niv TiTqos siuxvis yanwi unda iyos. gamosaxulebis ukan warweris 

fragmenti: ΤΡΑΠ ... Ο. 

 

Subli: iulia domnas biusti marjvniv. TmebSi samkauli aqvs damagre-

buli. acvia gulamoWrili samosi, romlis sayelo ukanaa aweuli. 

ikiTxeba: ΜΝΑ ... 
zurgi: miTra cxenze marjvniv. cxens sakurTxevlis win marjvena fexi 

aqvs aweuli. mxedris ukan sicocxlis xe. qvemoT TariRis nawili: 

ΕΤ... wriuli legenda gadasulia. 

 

Subli: karakalas biusti marjvniv. ikiTxeba ΑΝΤΩΝΕΙΝΟF. 

zurgi: miTra cxenze marjvniv. cxens sakurTxevelis win marjvena fexi 

aweuli aqvs. sakurTxevelze devs girCa. mxedris win aRmarTulia ko-

lona, romelzec yvavi zis. ukan sicocxlis xea, qvemoT TariRi. 

 

Subli: elagabalusis biusti marjvniv. zedwerili gadasulia. 

zurgi: miTra cxenze marjvniv. Tanmxlebi pirebi – kautesi da kauto-

patesi. mxedris ukan sicocxlis xe. mxedris win kolona, romelzedac 

amuri dgas. zedwerili cudad ikiTxeba. 

 

                                                            
12 saqarTvelos istoriis narkvevebi. t. II. Tb. 1973, gv. 186. 
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Subli: gordiane III-is biusti marjvniv. wriuli legenda: ΑΥΚ 
ΑΝΓΟΡΔΙΑΝΟCCΕΒ. 
zurgi: miTra cxenze marjvniv. mxedris ukan sicocxlis xe. win kolo-

na, romelzec yvavi zis. frinvels zemoT – varskvlavi. cxens marjvena 

fexi aqvs aweuli. miwis aRmniSvnel xazs qvemoT gvelia garTxmuli. 

warwera: ΤΡΑΠΕΖΟΥΝΤΙΩΝ. TariRi gadasulia. rkali wertilovani. 

 

 

 
 

1. 

 
2. 

 
3. 
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4. 

 

 
5. 

 
6. 

 

2. 532 wels bizantiam iranTan dado `saukuno zavi~, romlis Za-

liTac man cno iranelTa ufleba aRmosavleT saqarTveloze. amiT 

qarTlSi mefoba gauqmda. VI saukunis ganmavlobaSi qarTlis damouki-

deblobis aRdgenisaTvis brZola ar Sewyvetila da es peripetiebi ut-

yuarad aisaxa qarTul-sasanur monetebze. VI saukunis miwuruls qarT-

lSi monetebi iWreba sasanianTa iranis samoneto tipis mixedviT. mone-

tis Sublze yovelTvis gamosaxulia iranis Sahis biusti, xolo zurg-
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ze – cecxlTayvanismcemel sasanianTa emblema, sakurTxevelze agizgize-

buli cecxli, romelsac ori SeiaraRebuli mcveli darajobs. meamboxe 

qarTvelebma am Sablonur tips Sahis mxars zemoT miumates qristiano-

bis simbolo – jvari, romelic amave dros erovnuli simboloc iyo. 

es gaxldaT didi, mniSvnelovani politikuri aqti. zogjer monetebis 

kideze, mmarTvelis gamosaxulebis zemoT, vxvdebiT qarTul asoebs an 

monogramebs, romlebic qarTvel erismTavarTa saxelebs gvauwyebs. me-

tic: qarTvelebma qristianobis simbolo, jvari, agizgizebuli cecxlis 

nacvlad sakurTxevelze moaTavses da amiT iranelTa emblema demonst-

ratiulad gandevnes qarTuli monetidan. erismTavarma stefanosma ki 

Tavisi saxeli monetis centrSi srulad moaTavsa, mmarTvelis gamosa-

xulebis gverdiT.13 aq iSviaTi sizustiTaa asaxuli qarTvel-iranelTa 

brZolis peripetiebi, am brZolis dasawyisi da misi dasasruli.  

sasanuri tipis monetebze jvris moTavseba revoluciuri aqtia 

da is, albaT, gacilebiT ufro gabeduli nabijia, vidre qarTuli aso-

ebis amokveTa Sahis gamosaxulebasTan (?). am RonisZiebiT, faqtobri-

vad, qarTlma saqveynod gamoacxada Tavisi erovnuli pretenziebi. kidev 

meti: qarTlis romeliRac radikalurad ganwyobilma erismTavarma maz-

deanobis emblema – wminda cecxli, saerTod gandevna monetidan da mis 

adgilze (kvarcxlbekze) demonstratiulad qristianuli religiis sim-

bolo – jvari aRmarTa. e.i. saxezea pan-evropuli, maSasadame, qristia-

nuli koncefciebis lokaluri propaganda. 

 

anonimuri monetebi jvris gamosaxulebiT Sublze. 

 

Subli: hormizd IV-is gamosaxuleba marjvniv. gamosaxulebis win fa-

lauri legenda – hrm-afzu (hormizd uavgustesi), ukan – tolferda 

jvari, romlis boloebze burTulebia moTavsebuli. garSemo SeerTebu-

li wertilebisagan Semdgari erTmagi rkali. 

zurgi: sakurTxeveli sada svetis saxiT, romelzedac mazdeanobis sim-

bolo – wminda cecxli anTia. sakurTxevels orive mxridan maxvile-

biT SeiaraRebuli ori mcveli darajobs. TariRis da zarafxanis aRm-

niSvneli falauri zedwerilebi damaxinjebulia. 

                                                            
13 qarTul-sasanuri draqmebze srulad ix. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge. 
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anonimuri monetebi kvarcxlbekze aRmarTuli jvriT. 

 

Subli: hormizd IV-is gamosaxuleba marjvniv. gamosaxulebis win fa-

lauri legenda – hrm-afzu (hormizd uavgustesi). garSemo SeerTebu-

li wertilebisagan Semdgari erTmagi rkali. 

zurgi: kvarcxlbekze aRmarTuli jvari. kvarcxlbeks orive mxridan 

maxvilebiT SeiaraRebuli ori mcveli darajobs. TariRis da zarafxa-

nis aRmniSvneli falauri zedwerilebi damaxinjebulia. 

 

monetebi jvris gamosaxulebiT sakurTxevelze. stefanos I – 

pirveli emisia. 

 

Subli: hormizd IV-is gamosaxuleba marjvniv. falauri legenda – 

hrm-afzu (hormizd uavgustesi). yvelaferi es Casmulia SeerTebuli 

wertilebisagan Semdgar erTmag msxvil rkalSi. monetis kideze oTxi 

qarTuli mTavruli aso – ႱႴႬႱ(=stefanos), Semorkaluri oTxi naxe-

varmTvariT. 

zurgi: kvarcxlbekze aRmarTuli jvari. kvarcxlbeks orive mxridan 

maxvilebiT SeiaraRebuli ori mcveli darajobs. TariRi da zarafxa-

nis saxeli imdenadaa damaxinjebuli, rom wakiTxva SeuZlebelia. gar-

Semo SeerTebuli wertilebisagan Semdgari ormagi rkali. 

 

monetebi jvris gamosaxulebiT sakurTxevelze. stefanos I – 

meore emisia. 

 

Subli: Sahis/mmarTvelis gamosaxuleba marjvniv. falauri warweris 

nacvlad gamosaxulebis marcxniv da marjvniv qarTuli asomTavruli 

legenda – ႱႲႤႴ/ႠႬႭႱ (stefanos). garSemo SeerTebuli wertilebisa-

gan Semdgari ormagi rkali.  

zurgi: kvarcxlbekze aRmarTuli jvari. kvarcxlbeks orive mxridan 

maxvilebiT SeiaraRebuli ori mcveli darajobs. falauri warwera 

aRar Tavsdeba. garSemo SeerTebuli wertilebisagan Semdgari sammagi 

rkali.  
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4. 

 

3. Semdgom saqarTvelo imdenad iyo integrirebuli bizantiasTan, 

rom aqac da iqac unificirebuli samoneto tipebi iWreboda marTlma-

didebeli integraciuli simbolikiT datvirTuli – `Zeli cxorebi-

saO~ (WeSmariti jvari), vlaqernis RvTismSobeli da aS. qarTul-

bizantiuri monetebi saqarTvelos, rogorc `bizantiuri Tanamegobro-

bis~ da marTlmadidebeli simmaxiis wevris, propagandaa.  

bizantiuri stilis qarTuli monetebis moWra imiertaos mflo-

belma daviT III kurapalatma daiwyo.14  

 

vercxli. 979 w. 

 

Subli: orstriqoniani qarTuli daqaragmebuli asomTavruli zedweri-

li: ႵႤႸႤ/ႣႧ (qriste. Seiwyale daviT). 

zurgi: oTxsafexurian kvarcxlbekze aRmarTuli WeSmariti jvari, 

romlis totebs Sua moTavsebulia oTxi asomTavruli niSani _ 

ႩႮႲႨ (kurapalati). 

    

daviTis monetebi tipologiurad Zalian axlos dgas sinqronul 

bizantiur numizmatikur ZeglebTan, kerZod, emsgavseba basil II-isa da 

konstantine VIII-is (976-1025 ww.) monetas (ufro adreuli bizantiu-

ri emisiebic gasaTvaliswinebelia prototipis kuTxiT).  

bagrat IV-is (1027-1072 ww.), giorgi II-is (1072-1089 ww.) da 

                                                            
14 qarTul-bizantiuri monetebis sruli aRweriloba da samecniero 
komentari ix. http://geonumismatics.tsu.ge. 



saqarTvelos istoriis institutis Sromebi. X 

 

 

 

84 

daviT IV aRmaSeneblis (1089-1125 ww.) monetebis nawili moWrilia 

imperator konstantine IX monomaxis (1042-1055 ww.) monetebis mixed-

viT, romelTa Sublze vlaqernis RvTismSobelia gamosaxuli. 

    

bagrat IV-is monetebi bizantiuri titulebis mixedviT or emi-

siad iyofa. pirvelis aRweriloba aseTia: 

Subli: ormagi wertilovani rkaliT garSemovlebuli vlaqernis 

RvTismSoblis welzeviTi gamosaxuleba, romelsac Tavze Saravandedi 

adgas. Tavs irgvliv berZnuli zedwerilia: Η ΑΓΙΑ ΘΕΟΤΟΚΟC – 
wminda RvTismSobeli. 

zurgi: monetis kideebze, wertilovani rkalis SigniT, qarTuli asom-

Tavruli zedwerilia: ႵႤႠႣႤႡႢႲႠႴႾႦႧႠႫႴႤ (qriste, adide bagrat 
afxazTa mefe). centrSi, aseve wertilovani rkaliT garSemovlebuli, 

samstriqoniani warwera: ႣႠႬႭ/ႥႤႪႨႱႨ/ႫႭႱႨ (da novelisimosi). 

bagrat IV-is meore emisiis monetebi zemoT aRwerilisgan imiT 

gansxvavdeba, rom saTanado adgilas `novelisimosis~ tituli Secvli-

lia `sevastosiT~. am monetebis aRweriloba aseTia:  

 

Subli: ormagi wertilovani an xazovani rkaliT garSemovlebuli vla-

qernis RvTismSoblis welzeviTi gamosaxuleba, romelsac Tavze Sara-

vandedi adgas. Tavs irgvliv berZnuli zedwerilia: H ΑΓΙΑ 
ΘΕΟΤΟΚΟC – wminda RvTismSobeli. 

zurgi: monetis kideebze, wertilovani rkalis SigniT, qarTuli asom-

Tavruli zedwerilia: ႵႤႠႣႤႡႢႲႠႴႾႦႧႠႫႴႤ (qriste, adide bagrat 
afxazTa mefe). centrSi, aseve wertilovani rkaliT garSemovlebuli, 

samstriqoniani warwera: ႣႠႱ/ႤႥႠႱ/ႲႭႱႨ (da sevastosi). 
 

giorgi II-is Cvenamde moRweuli monetebi qarTuli legendebis 

mixedviT sam emisias qmnis. pirvelis aRweriloba aseTia: 

 

Subli: wertilovan rkalSi Casmuli vlaqernis RvTismSoblis welze-

viTi gamosaxuleba, Tavze SaravandediT. Saravandedis SigniT oTxi 
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wertilisgan Semdgari sami vardulia Casmuli. gamosaxulebis gverdeb-

ze ormwkrivad Zlier damaxinjebuli berZnuli zedwerili: H ΑΓΙΑ 
ΘΕΟΤΟΚΟC – wminda RvTismSobeli, xandaxan, ΜΡ ΘΥ – deda RvTisa. 
zurgi: Serwymul wertilovan rkals SigniT asomTavruliT Sesrule-

bulia zedwerili: ႵႤႠႣႤႢႨႠႴႾႦႧႠႣႠႵႰႧႥႪႧႠႫႴႤ (qriste, 

adide giorgi afxazTa da qarTvelTa mefe). centrSi, sam striqonad: 

ႣႠ/ႬႪႱႨ/ႫႱႨ (da novelisimosi). 

 

meore da mesame emisiis monetebi zemoaRwerilisgan gansxvavdeba 

imiT, rom novelisimosi Secvlilia sevastosiT da kesarosiT. icvleba 

agreTve aversis berZnuli warwerac. zemoxsenebul legendasTan erTad 

monetebze gvxvdeba sxva zedwerilic: ΜΡ ΘΥ H ΒΛΑΧΕΡΝΙΤΙCΑ – 
deda RvTisa vlaqernis. 

 

giorgi II-is meore emisiis aRweriloba aseTia: 
 

Subli: wertilovan an ormag wertilovan rkalSi Casmuli vlaqernis 

RvTismSoblis welzeviTi gamosaxuleba, Tavze SaravandediT. Saravande-

dis SigniT oTxi wertilisgan Semdgari sami vardulia Casmuli. gamo-

saxulebis gverdebze ormwkrivad Zlier damaxinjebuli berZnuli zed-

werili: H ΑΓΙΑ ΘΕΟΤΟΚΟC – wminda RvTismSobeli. zogierT egzemp-

larze mas cvlis: ΜΡ ΘΥ H ΒΛΑΧΕΡΝΙΤΙCΑ – deda RvTisa vlaqer-

nis. 

zurgi: Serwymul wertilovan rkals SigniT asomTavruliT Sesrule-

bulia zedwerili: ႵႤႠႣႤႢႨႠႴႾႦႧႠႣႠႵႰႧႥႪႧႠႫႴႤ (qriste, adi-

de giorgi afxazTa da qarTvelTa mefe). centrSi, samstriqonad: 

ႣႠ/ႱႤႥႱ/ႲႭႱႨ (da sevastosi). 
 

giorgi II-is mesame emisiis aRweriloba aseTia: 
 

Subli: wertilovan an ormag wertilovan rkalSi Casmuli vlaqernis 

RvTismSoblis welzeviTi gamosaxuleba, Tavze SaravandediT. gamosaxu-
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lebis gverdebze Zlier damaxinjebuli berZnuli zedwerili: H ΑΓΙΑ 
ΘΕΟΤΟΚΟC – wminda RvTismSobeli. zogierT egzemplarze mas cvlis: 

ΜΡ ΘΥ Η ΒΛΑΧΕΡΝΙΤΙCΑ – deda RvTisa vlaqernis. 

zurgi: Serwymul wertilovan rkals SigniT asomTavruliT Sesrule-

bulia zedwerili: ႵႤႠႣႤႢႨႠႴႾႦႧႠႣႠႵႰႧႥႪႧႠႫႴႤ (qriste, adi-

de giorgi afxazTa da qarTvelTa mefe). centrSi, samstriqonad: 

ႣႠ/ႩႤႱႠ/ႰႭႱႨ (da kesarosi). 
 

Cvenamde moRweuli daviT aRmaSeneblis mcirericxovani monetebi 

sam emisiad iyofa. pirveli emisiis monetebi Tavidan bolomde imeorebs 

bagrat IV-is da giorgi II-is monetebs, Secvlilia mxolod reversis 

qarTuli zedwerili. viZleviT maT aRwerilobas: 
 

Subli: wertilovan rkalSi Casmuli vlaqernis RvTismSoblis welze-

viTi gamosaxuleba, Tavze SaravandediT. gamosaxulebis marcxniv da 

marjvniv berZnuli legenda: ΜΡ – ΘΥ – deda RvTisa. 
zurgi: monetebi dazianebulia, wriuli qarTuli asomTavruli warwe-

ridan ikiTxeba mxolod nawili: ...ႤႣႧႠႴႾ... (qriste, adide daviT af-

xazTa mefe). centrSi – ႣႠ/ႱႤႥႱ/ႲႱ (da sevastosi). 
 

daviT IV-is meore emisiis monetebis zurgze jvaria gamosaxuli, 

xolo vlaqernis RvTismSoblis gamosaxuleba SenarCunebulia. maTi aR-

weriloba aseTia: 

 

Subli: wertilovan rkalSi Casmuli vlaqernis RvTismSoblis welze-

viTi gamosaxuleba, Tavze SaravandediT. gamosaxulebis marcxniv da 

marjvniv berZnuli legenda: ΜΡ – ΘΥ – deda RvTisa.  
zurgi: wriuli qarTuli asomTavruli zedwerili sruli saxiT ar 

aris SemorCenili: ႵႤႠႣႣႧႫႴႤႣႠ... (qriste, adide daviT, mefe da 
sevastosi (?)). monetis centrSi – jvari. 

 



Tedo dundua, akaki Ciqobava. moneta, rogorc propagandis saSualeba 

(qarTuli numizmatikuri Zeglebis mixedviT) 

 

 

87 

 vlaqernis RvTismSobeli Semdegi

imperatorebis denominaciebzea:  

vlaqernis RvTismSobeli Semdegi 

qarTveli mefeebis vercxlis 

fulebzea:  

 1. konstantine IX monomaxi  

(1042-1055 ww.) – 2/3 miliarisi  

 1. bagrat IV. I emisia. TeTri  

(2/3 miliarisi). 1055 w. quTaisi. 

mefe da novelisimosi 

 2. Teodora (1055-1056 ww.)  

– 2/3 miliarisi 

 2. bagrat IV. II emisia. TeTri. 

1068/69 ww. quTaisi. mefe da  

sevastosi 

 3. mixael VI stratiotiki  

(1056-1057 ww.) – 2/3 miliarisi  

 3. giorgi II. I emisia. TeTri. 1073 

w.  

quTaisi. mefe da novelisimosi 

 4. konstantine X duka  

(1059-1067 ww.) – 1/3 miliarisi 

 4. giorgi II. II emisia. TeTri.  

1074 w. quTaisi. mefe da  

sevastosi 

 5. roman IV diogeni (1068-1071 

ww.)  

– 1/3 miliarisi 

 5. giorgi II. III emisia. TeTri da  

naxevari TeTri (1/3 miliarisi).  

1075-1089 ww. quTaisi.  

mefe da kesarosi 

 6. mixael VII duka (1071-1078 

ww.)  

– 1/3 miliarisi 

 6. daviT IV. I emisia. naxevari  

TeTri. 1089-1099 ww. quTaisi. 

mefe da sevastosi 

 7. nikifore III botaniati  

(1078-1081 ww.) – 2/3 miliarisi 

 7. daviT IV. II emisia. naxevari 

TeTri. 1089-1099 ww. quTaisi. mefe 

da . . . jvari 

 8. aleqsi I komnenosi (1081-1118 

ww.) – tetarteroni 

  

 

daviT IV-is folisi. wona – 10,73 gr. 

 

Subli: saimperatoro tansacmelSi gamowyobili wverosani daviT aRma-

Seneblis gamosaxuleba welzeviT pirdapir. marjvena xelSi mas grZe-

li skiptra uWiravs. marcxenaSi – sfero, romelic jvriTaa dagvir-
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gvinebuli. Tavsamkaulis zemo nawilic jvriTaa damSvenebuli (stema, 

saimperatoro gvirgvini). mefes yelze mZivebi ukeTia. gamosaxulebis 

marcxniv – asomTavruli ႣႧ – daviT, marjvniv – ႫႴ – mefe.  

zurgi: monetis centrSi Tanabartotebiani jvris gamosaxuleba. garSe-

mo qarTuli asomTavruli legenda: ႵႣႧႫႴႤႠႴႧႵႰႬႩႾႧႱႾႧ (qris-

te, daviT mefe afxazTa, qarTvelTa, ranTa, kaxTa, somexTa). 

 

monetis Sublis mxaris prototipia aleqsi I komnenosis refor-

mis Semdgomdroindeli bilonis aspris zurgis tipologia. Tumca 

qarTveli mefis saimperio samosi fiqcia ar aris. 

 

 
1. 

 

 
2. 
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3. 

 

 
4. 

 

 
5. 

 

 
6. 
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7. 

 

 
8. 

 

 

 
9. 

 

 

 4. giorgis III-is spilenZis monetebi _ mefe SevardeniT xelSi.  

`...me mowme gavxdi im privilegiebisa, roca Sevedi TbilisSi 548 

(1153) w. da vixile, rogor Camovida afxazTa mefe demetre, romlis 

samsaxurSic vimyofebodi, TbilisSi da ramdenime dRe dahyo aq. imave 

paraskevs is mivida mTavar meCeTSi, dajda amaRlebul adgilze molas 

pirdapir da iqve darCa, vidre molam iqadaga da xalxma iloca. man 

mousmina ,,xuTbas~ Tavidan bolomde. Semdgom is gamovida gareT da me-
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CeTs 200 dinari uwyaloba~.15 ase saubrobs arabi al-fariki muslimi 

qveSevrdomebis mimarT saqarTvelos mefis demetre I-is tolerantobis 

demonstrirebaze. albaT, mefes surda isini ufro erTgulni yofi-

liyvnen. misma Zem giorgi III-m analogiuri propagandisTvis ufro 

mZlavr saSualebas mimarTa. 

 

 
  

giorgi III-is spilenZis moneta. 
  

Subli: aziur-bizantiur samoselSi gamowyobili giorgi III marcxena 

(zogjer marjvena) xeliT doinjSemoyrili fexmorTxmiT zis pirdapir. 

mas meore gawvdil xelze Sevardeni uzis. Tavs saimperatoro stema 

umSvenebs. monetis areze gafantulia qarTuli mxedruli warwera, 

romelic iuwyeba mefis saxels (Semoklebulad – gi, zogan amas emate-

ba ႢႨ-s monograma) da asomTavruli warwera ႵႰႩႲႯႣ qoronikonsa 

394 (=1174 w.). 

zurgi: samstriqoniani arabuli zedwerili: mefeTa mefe giorgi, Ze de-

metresi, mesiis maxvili. 

 

warmodgenil monetaze siuzereni sparsulad aris Cacmuli – 

marTlac, is figurirebs cru saxeloebiT da farTo SarvliT; zis 

fexmorTxmiT, esec sparsuli eqspresionizmis Zalzed simptomaturi 

Strixia, xelze SevardeniT. mmarTvelis muslim mbrZaneblad aRqmas 

xels uSlis sami ram: 1. zurgis mxaris arabuli legenda, sadac aR-

niSnulia, rom is mefeTa mefe giorgia, mesiis maxvili, 2. qarTuli 

inicialebi Sublis mxareze da 3. sakidrebiani saimperatoro gvirgvini 

                                                            
15 T. dundua, T. qamuSaZe. antikuri da feodaluri xanis saqarTve-

los numizmatika. devid langis wignis – Studies in the Numismatic History 
of Georgia in Transcaucasia, New York, 1955 – epitoma. Tb. 2007, gv. 19. 
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– stema.16 

sqematuri gamosaxuleba numizmatikur Zeglze giorgi III-s 

ekuTvnis. is ,,ucnaurad~ aris Cacmuli, amiT arc babuas, daviT IV-s, 

da arc SviliSvils, giorgi IV laSas, emsgavseba. bizantiuri ,,Taname-

gobrobis~, an marTlmadidebeli de jure imperiis Zlieri subieqtis mo-

narqebi saimperatoro samosels (sako, lorosi, qlaminda) atarebdnen. 

daviT ulu da daviT narinic ki msgavsad arian gamowyobilni. trapi-

zonis asprebis qarTulma minabaZebma (zurgze keisaria gamosaxuli) 

qarTul samyaros saimperatoro atributika XV s-mde SeunarCuna. ar-

sebobs ki raime mizezi, rom giorgi III-Tvis aseTi ,,uniforma" miuRebe-

li yofiliyo?! ra Tqma unda, ara, piriqiT, sparsulad gamowyobil me-

fes Tavs swored saimperatoro gvirgvini umSvenebs.  

maSin gamodis, rom giorgi III-is ,,sparsuli stili" Tavidan bo-

lomde gamogonilia, ararealisturi. 

risTvis dasWirda mas yovelive es? 

SesaZloa, aseTi fulis moWriT giorgi III cdilobda popularu-

li gamxdariyo TbilisSi koncentrirebul sakuTar muslim qveSevrdo-

mebSi.  

giorgi III-is spilenZis monetis tipologiur struqturaSi mxo-

lod erTi ram aris realisturi – sakuTriv stema, qarTvel mefeTa au-

cilebeli atributi XII -XV ss-Si. 

aseTia Cveni dakvirveba qarTul numizmatikur masalaze. gamoikveTa 

ramdenime samoneto tipi, romlebsac sxvadasxva epoqaSi, koniunqturidan 

gamomdinare, konkretuli propagandistuli datvirTva gaaCnda. 
  

                                                            
16 g. dundua, T. dundua. qarTuli numizmatika. I. Tb. 2006, gv. 204, 

tab. № 68-69. 
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Tedo Dundua, Akaki Chikobava 
 

 
COIN AS A MEANS OF PROPAGANDA 

(ACCORDING TO GEORGIAN NUMISMATICS) 
 

Summary 
 
Everywhere coin facilitated exchange of goods. It was employed also for 

different propaganda. Georgians did the same as seen in the monetary groups 
and types as follows: municipal copper coins of Trapezus with the effigy of 
Mithras, Georgian-Sassanian drachms, Georgian-Byzantine coins, coins of 
Giorgi III – king with falcon on hand.  

Only Georgian (Iberian) imitations to Roman coins are struck on the 
territory of Colchis/Lazica and Kartli/Iberia in late Antiquity. However, there 
was one place populated by West Georgian people – namely, Trapezus, which 
issued municipal copper coins in the 2nd-3rd cc. Name of Roman Emperor is on 
obverse, while the name of community – on reverse. 

We lack the written sources about the political, as well as cultural and 
religious history of Trapezus of the 2nd-3rd cc. That is why scholars pay much 
attention to the artefacts, including the coins. From this point of view, a hoard 
of municipal copper coins of Trapezus dated back to the 2nd-3rd cc. A.D. and 
found during Bichvinta (Western Georgia) archaeological excavations in 1958 
is of special importance. The hoard seems to be placed in a purse, since 
fragments of textiles are discovered on coins. 

Before Bichvinta excavations, municipal copper coins of Trapezus had 
not been found outside the city. Based on this, some scholars insisted on the fact 
that Trapezus did not have independent trade and economic policy and its coins 
were only of local importance.  

Archaeological excavations of Bichvinta and in Sokhumi (Western 
Georgia) in 1959 rejected this thesis. The fact is that, not only the hoard was 
found there – discovery of a single coins of Trapezus became common in these 
places. This fact is of great importance not only for economic history of the city, 
but for the study of its political status. 

Bichvinta hoard contained 149 coins. Ten of them are silver coins, while 
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139 are the 2nd-3rd cc. municipal copper coins of Trapezus. The latest coin of 
the hoard belongs to Philip Junior (244/247-249) and is dated back to 244/245, 
so the hoard was deposited after 244/245. 

Before Bichvinta and Sokhumi discoveries coins of Trapezus were 
something of a rarity. 

If we take into account findings in Bichvinta and Sokhumi, all 
information in literature about the coins, also samples and imprints kept in 
different museums and private collections, we will find out that 340-350 
samples of municipal copper coins of Trapezus are found up today. About 230 
out of them are found in Bichvinta (numbers cannot be absolutely precise). 
Mithras, the god of the Sun and light, is portrayed on the reverse of 210-220 
coins out of 340-350 samples, Tyche – on 50-55 samples, Dionysus – on 17 
samples, Serapis – on 12 samples, Abundantia – on 12 samples, Apollo – on 6 
samples, Hermes – on 2 samples, Hercules – on 1 sample, Rhea Cybele – on 1 
sample, Pales – on 1 sample.  

These numbers assure us that Mithras was the major deity of Trapezus. 
Mithras, the god of the Sun and light, is not of Greek origin. The question is: 
why was he so important in the Greek city? This will be understandable if we 
take into consideration the words of Xenophon, that Trapezus was “an inhabited 
Greek city on the Euxine Sea, a colony of the Sinopeans on the territory of 
Colchis” (Xenoph. Anab. IV. 8. 22). Evidently majority of the city population 
should have consisted of non-Greeks. This is much obvious from the 
information of Flavius Arrianus, legatus of Emperor Hadrian. Describing the 
city, he writes to the Emperor: “Two altars of rough stone are still standing 
there now; but, from the coarseness of the materials, the letters inscribed upon 
them are indistinctly engraven, and the inscription itself is incorrectly written, 
as is common among barbarous people... Your statue, which stands there, has 
merit in the idea of the figure, as it represents you pointing towards the sea; but 
it bears no resemblance to the original, and the execution is in other respects but 
indifferent... A temple is there constructed, built of squared stone” (Arr. 
Periplus. 1-2). As we can see, Arrianus directly indicates that Greek inscriptions 
are written by the “barbarians”. It is obvious that the Colchians are meant under 
the “barbarians”. Even more, not only the majority of Trapezus’ population, but 
also ruling classes should be of “barbarian” origin. It is difficult to imagine the 
Greek officials could authorize a creation of Hadrian’s statue with non-Greek 
art concepts. So, there was ethnic basis for triumph of Mithras in Trapezus. 
From this point of view, some information from national Georgian narrative 
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“Kartlis Tskhovreba” (The Life of Kartli, I, p. 39) is very interesting: “and 
Andrew (St. Andrew) came to the city of Trapezus, which is the country of 
Mingrelians (i.e. West Georgians)”. There is no sign of Mithras’ cult in other 
Hellenic cities of Asia Minor during these times. We should underline that 
municipal copper coins of Trapezus with the effigy of Mithras are unparalleled 
in the numismatics of other cities and kingdoms.  

Mithraism shaped itself a rival of Christianity. Then Mithraistic 
evidences from Trapezus also carry a possibility of Christians being well-
established there. 

Not accidentally, Roman soldiers stationed at Pitius in Colchis/Lazica 
had abundantly this Mithra-type coins as pocket-money. 

“He assembled the whole province by preaching; everyone coming to 
Clement was converted to his doctrine about the Lord; more than 500 persons 
used to be baptized by him daily and then – dismissed. 75 churches were built 
there in one year by the true faith, and all the idols – destructed, all the temples 
in neighbouring regions – demolished, 300 miles around everything being 
destroyed and leveled due to his permanent work.” This aggressive and 
obviously exaggerated proselytism is “apocryphal” deed of either the third, or 
the fourth Bishop of Rome (the Pope), Clement (92-101). Indeed, this is 
amalgam from apocryphal Greek acts of martyrdom, dated by the 4th c. Clement 
was banished from Rome to Chersonesus (Crimea) by Emperor Trajan (98-117) 
and set to work in a stone quarry. Still, he managed to go on with his Christian 
propaganda. 

Clement could really inspire a creation of Christian organizations in those 
regions. But nobody could have ever believed the story about destruction of the 
idols and the temples in the 1st c. A.D., stipulated by Clement. And under whose 
protection and by whose money could be those churches built?! So, the whole 
story is to be believed only partly. Then, what is about 300 miles (Roman mile 
is equal to approximately 1480 m.) mentioned there?! If it is true, then Pitius, 
city in Colchis/Lazica, and its outskirts come within it. Still, there is the main 
problem to be solved for Clement – was he in Crimea, or is this again a fiction? 
The narrative of his martyrdom in Crimea is not older than the 4th c. (Trajan 
orders Clement to be thrown into the sea with an iron anchor). Even Eusebius 
writes nothing alike. But the lack of tradition that he was buried in Rome is in 
favour of him having died in exile. 

Mikhail Sabinin and Mikhail Tamarashvili thought of Clement’s converts 
working hard in Colchis/Lazica for the faith, both of them having in mind a 
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proximity of Northern and Eastern Black Sea coasts, and not these 300 miles 
from the narrative. Very likely, the note about the exact distance is not to be 
ignored. 

History of Pitius provides more arguments. If not an existence of early 
Christian communities in the outskirts of Pitius, nobody would ever think to 
strengthen the Mithraistic propaganda among the soldiers of the local garrison 
(stationed from the 3rd c. A.D.), a priori, Mithra-worshippers, at the point when 
even pocket-money, distributed among them, was Mithra-type municipal copper 
of Trapezus. Municipal coins used for a payment first went to a local fiscus as a 
taxes from individuals, only then – to a camp ascribed to a province. Both, 
Pitius and Trapezus were the cities of Roman province of Cappadocia. Thus, 
Mithra-type municipal copper coins of Trapezus in the pockets of the Roman 
soldiers of Pitius could mean nothing, but money paid to the soldiers. Still, 
some providential measures are not to be denied. The place with strong 
Mithraistic propaganda is the same place for strong Christian propaganda, for 
Mithraism was destined to lure the lower classes to enter its well-cenzored 
ranks, and not the Christian communities. And eparchy of Pitius is the first ever 
recorded one for Lazica. 

Through the “Eternal Peace”, signed in 532, Byzantium acknowledged 
Iranian right upon East Georgia. The kingship in Kartli was abolished. In the 
course of the 6th c. there was a constant struggle for the independence of Kartli. 
This was well reflected on the Georgian-Sassanian coins. In this period the 
coins in Kartli were struck according to the Sassanian type. On the obverse 
there is always depicted a bust of an Iranian shah, whereas on the reverse – the 
emblem of Sassanian fire-worshippers, holy fire – ātar – protected by two 
armed guardians. To this standard depiction, rebellious Georgians added above 
the shah’s shoulder cross which served as a symbol of Christianity and of 
Georgian nationalism. This was an act of great importance. Sometimes, above 
ruler’s depiction on the edge of the coins we encounter Georgian letters or 
monograms giving information about the names of Georgian erismtavaris 
(princes). Moreover, the Georgians replaced the fire on the altar with cross, 
symbol of Christianity, and thereby got rid of the Iranian emblem. Erismtavari 
Stephanos placed fully his name in the centre of the coin, next to ruler’s 
depiction. Here are described the details (both beginning and the end) of the 
struggle between the Georgians and the Iranians. 

The placing of cross on the Sassanian type coins was a revolutionary act, 
and, most probably, meant more than just putting Georgian letters next to the 
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shah’s depiction. By this action Kartli overtly announced its national interests. 
Moreover, Kartli’s radical erismtavari got rid of the holy fire – emblem of 
Zoroastrianism – on the coin and demonstratively replaced it with a Christian 
emblem – cross. So, we deal with local propaganda of Christian, i.e. pan-
European ideas. 

Then Georgia had Byzantium, strong neighbour and partner, with whom 
she shared even the monetary types – universal Orthodox symbols prevail, like 
cross potent, St. Virgin Blachernitissa etc. Georgian-Byzantine coins serve as a 
propaganda of Georgia as a part of Byzantine Commonwealth.  

“ . . . I witnessed all these privileges, when I entered Tiflis in the year 

548/1153. And I saw how the king of the Georgians, Dimitri, in whose service I 
was, arrived in Tiflis and sojourned there some days. The same Friday he came 
to the cathedral mosque and sat on a platform opposite the preacher and he 
remained at his place while the preacher preached and the people prayed and he 
listened to the khutba, all of it. Then he went out and granted for the mosque 
200 gold dinars”. This is what Arabian al-Farik says about demonstration of 
tolerancy of the Georgian king Demetre I towards his Muslim subjects. Perhaps, 
the king wished them to be more faithful. His son Giorgi III selected even more 
powerful method for the same propaganda. 

Coins of Giorgi III – king with falcon on hand 
Obverse: Giorgi III in Asian-Byzantine dress. Seated cross-legged, facing. His 
left (sometimes right) hand rests on his thigh, on another hand up lifted sits a 
falcon. King wears stemma. Georgian Mkhedruli letters for the name of Giorgi 

(გი, sometimes monogram of ႢႨ is added to it) and Asomtavruli legend 

ႵႰႩႲႯႣ, in the K’oronikon 394 (=1174). 

Reverse: Arabic legend in three lines: King of the Kings Giorgi, son of 
Demetre, sword of the Messiah. 

The coin shows ruler in the Persian dress, with the false-sleaves and loose 
trousers, seated also in a very Persian manner, with a falcon on his hand. If not 
the Arabic legend on reverse claiming that he is Giorgi, King of the Kings and 
the Sword of Messiah, Georgian initials on obverse and Imperial stemma on the 
head, he could has been any of the Muslim dynasts. 

But that is the schematic effigy for Giorgi III of Georgia (1156-1184), 
victorious and celebrated. Neither his grandfather David IV (1089-1125), nor 
his grandson Giorgi IV Lasha (1210-1222) used to be dressed like him; all they 
wore divitision, loros and chlamis, common uniform for the Georgian kings 
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within the Byzantine Commonwealth. Even David Ulugh and David Narin, 
vassal kings of Georgia under the Mongols, are in the Imperial dress, as seen 
on their drama struck in 1261. Georgian imitations to the silver aspers of 
Trebizond (with Emperor’s effigy on reverse) keep the Imperial insignia within 
the Georgian culture until the 15th c.  

There is no obvious reason to deny the Imperial clothes for Giorgi III. 
Then his Persian style is completely unrealistic. 

Each baroque demands good reason and also a pattern for itself. 
It could be a gentle pose towards his Muslim subjects dwelling mostly in 

Tbilisi, recaptured by David IV, but only recently re-established as Georgian 
capital. 

Fiction as it was, still it contained the real trait – stemma itself, being a 
permanent attribute of the Georgian kings in the 12th -15th cc. 

So, at least some of monetary types issued in Georgia served for 
propaganda.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


