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0N go39030d98 ®o30b0 3ohoms dmmbmmodom ,LoamAm-
09mModgE* Jommym LosdMM3bm o wmohgMmadymye bogzmEgdo
d9dmobHobs LOdMBMYONLY s b amzggma 693mMab ymomo-
9MomonL, ©obsdogmnbs @s Lobzgmob bLognmbgdo o goo-
mydgms bngzoamom EabxNL 6nbsoM3EI3.

000 go39o30dnb dgdmgdggo0m 8domosb 8300bzgmedmy
0090mM900L BoNMI® O dM3MMgomMo@ dohobab LyMzmn
BoMmdommogzb — Tdob 3MMBsYmM mbdymgdosms o bBobomdn
BobomMdmMgdnb nagmo Asbogngma dbodhzmym dobomob 0939-
0900Mg0L, doboms nd b0dbnmos dgMAgymn, MM Loamddgan
009bndsaymo LadYLHNO, OYydEs, 90539 MM, D9dmJdggoanb
@00 doeno godmobodmb.

9L 8g00mEono godmygbgdgmo 3ooMms Immbmmdab - ,LoM-
Amdgmedg” — d99060L MMLLE. BabsMAMgdab 3mIA3mdaEonm
mgmdb dmbygn 39¢hMaLb 39MbmMBozn BoMIMoagblL. ngn bambab
Boomnob godmbymon, bombab Boomdn smdMEomn 35309,
Mmdmob 63690y, d96homadgHo, ©oAM3NEIdYMds  goMg-
LodYsMMLOEI0 bobob AbMBMAbyE37gMMONL godmabahzgmno.
00b 0©odn3bmosL, BB6gMOLL, JoEMIMY30MgmMdoLb ab goMydm
3390030, MmAgmdnE 0go Asdmyosmnds. 3ghMmg 0o30bo dma-
bodgzmgmao, 40383900 bondsMBhnznm, ggmyomyznmmodnm, dnbo-
3960 LOLYGMO30M O LOBEMBIMNM JobM3zgds dETNBbAL
30M39mbabgl. dobo dmozeMmn M30b9ds Lb3s dEsdnsbydabomadn
LNYzeMP®NS o 9gb ZobLodM3zMogh Tob Pobgaoamm bLolzgmgL,
39dbym3zemgdab, 896mdab ybomb. dmmbMmosdn o8 3gMbm-
603006 dndommgdomss godmzzgmomn yzgms 860d369mmazsbn
SBMMOMNZN o 0YYM0 dmagbdo:

LODMBOEMYONL EHZMIIENY, PMEN3mMdy, LOLLLEHN3)O®Y
d0bymo 33obybabAdggdemos 6sbsMAMgddn ndomss bsh39690d0,
Mmd dmbyg 39bhMaLb 3330ML bombab edmM3znEydymMgds L033-
@omoo ©sbznb ojhobow@adn.

3MmHabho bLozzomnm Eobxnlb B06s5Md©a, LLLEgMNL
08 g3mmInb B0ymgommody, 3©edNsbmoab omMbmMob dnbo dgy-
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003090MMody godmbohymons ndom, MM 390HM9, dEs Mmv30LN
035m0 byoazb yzgmoxgmb, dsnb3 of dggdmns @sngzgmmU,
Mmd gmEbomo s@sdnsbo ,300obognm Asdm3znab” o bLog3-
oMo EsbyAL.

39MMabodn dnbgMmom BgMmomdn goobomndgdymns ©obo-
dogmobs o dnbo dgbodsdobo LLLFYMOL 3MMOMYTs. obo-
Goymodg 3dobzmomn 3bmzmgdal gds BgMmoando smbBgmamno
00 030360L 3nMom, MMIJMTsE LZYNIM 183D oTMLESLY
ob 3b6339dm BgmdoMmgmoy, MmEobog oL EbmzMyds oMm-
Ag3060L LOdYoMgdsb 3MmMIg3L s bsdogmnbind ndndagodl.
9L 930mb39b LodPgomMydsb odmy3L, dbmeme dbogymol 3m-
903000 30 oM yygmMmbL ddgdob bogEngmb, sMedgE Jomo M3s-
003 ©3nbsbmb dm3zmabgdn, Moms obodogmolb dbmome
MoEnmbomyM, 303 990xsLYdMOE 30 oM aMAgL, sMsdgm b
dmMomyMm  bLoxydzgmdg omdmEgbgdgmon  vEodnsbymo  3m-
B0E000 O300MIBLML. dbmmmo sbgon 3ndsbyMo odmgzn-
09097008 3obLodM3zMozLb LodoMmmmNeb BbEo3ML. BnbodMB®I3
9900mb3zq30d0 bLobggmo yoMem FPMobLJdNYOSE FoNTJEI3d ©Y
oMM 0aMbgogdL BBgMOMn3zn Loxydzgmon, MmIgamog Abgezm-
000909mMb 8860393000306 3obobbzezqdl. vd330Mn Tnamado
LOBDMBIEMIO0L goxobbomgdob gmm-gMmo oyEnmgdgmn  30-
Mmovo.
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With his short story “On the Gallows” Ilia Chavchavadze brought
the issues of the relationship of an individual with the society, crime,
and punishment into the Georgian intellectual and literary space
and made a stand against capital punishment.

The primary driver of Ilia Chavchavadze's creative work is the
will to deliver the ideals to the readers with clarity and without ob-
structions. In a large segment of his prosaic work the idea is ex-
pressed through fictional material. The material is chosen to exhibit
the idea with maximal precision and to leave a strong impression.

This same method is used in the short story - “On the Gallows.”
The compositional center of the story is the character of old Petre.
He is a man formed and brought up by people, his nature, mentali-
ty, and his attitude towards his environment express people’s world
views. His humanity, morality, and kindness are products of the en-
vironment that shaped him. With his charming childlike simplicity,
naivete, internal purity, and honesty, Petre comes close to the hu-
man ideal. His primary trait is his love towards other people which
determines his unconditional kindness, warmth, and forgiveness. In
the story all the important ideas and thoughts are expressed in rela-
tion to this character:

Social degradation, indifference, and irresponsibility turned to
cruelty are shown in the short story through old Petre’s confusion
about people’s attitude towards the act of capital punishment.

The protest against capital punishment and its cruelty, along
with its incompatibility with the human ideal is shown through the
fact, that even though Petre observes all of this with his own eyes, he
cannot believe that they hung a living human “like a cat.”
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The letter written to Petre provides an analysis of the problem of
crime and fair punishment. Life before the crime is retold in the let-
ter from the point of view of a person who experienced the miserable
situation of life taking away their choice and pushing them to crime
firsthand. This enables the readers to not only judge the brothers,
but to gain perspective and see the events through their eyes. This
way the reader can balance the purely rational and cold judgement
of the crime with a humanitarian position based in morality. Only
such humanitarian attitude can produce fair judgement. Otherwise,
punishment turns into revenge, and the moral barrier that separates
the judge from the criminal disappears. Such approach is one of the
primary requirements towards a healthier society.
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