LOIMAMIIM@OLM LYBIBENIMM MEBVBIMIBGBNS e MIDBNOLIDBD

very purpose of the artistic activity. In 1921 was created the group HoBoe o0miectBo
xusoruciieB (HOX) which called for abandoning avant-garde experiments, leading
to hermetic art, incomprehensible to the masses. According to the group members,
revolutionary ideas should be communicated in a generally accessible way. One year
later, in 1922, the artists who created Acconmanus XyJ0KHHKOB PEBOJIOLMOHHON
Poccun (AXPP) formulated another, even more clearly postulate in which they
had been highlighting the necessity of returning to realism and to referring to the
Peredvizhniki’s tradition. In this group also appeared another postulate, which called
for focusing on the subjects such as the daily life of workers and peasants or portraits
of political and working class leaders. In my opinion, the creation’s peak of the new
artistic reality is the first All-Union Congress of Writers of the USSR in Moscow, in
1934, when Maksym Gorky presented the assembled assumptions of a new creative
motive — socialist realism. This method was to apply to all artists without any excep-
tion. These processes developed simultaneously in all republics of the USSR and for
this reason, I would like to analyze the use of Georgia and Georgian themes in the
iconography of the propaganda posters of the USSR. In 1921 the Democratic Repub-
lic of Georgia was dramatically occupied by the Red Army, and one year later the
Soviets would establish the Transcaucasian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic. In
this beastly way, Georgian artists became artists of the new socialist reality. I believe
that this is an extremely important and interesting topic. The doctrine of socialist re-
alism implemented in practice was used not only to break the connection between the
work of art and the artist, but in an attempt as a result to finally destroyed an artistic
traditions in the all its areas. The postulate of a “national form” of a socialist work
formulated by Stalin was in fact aimed at destroying the real values of national cul-
tures, which in effect was to bring a “false culture” to the entire USSR.
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Bondo Kupatadze

TRANSFORMATION OF STATE AND CHURCH
RELATIONS IN GEORGIA OVER A CENTURY

The struggle for autocephaly was a political issue for Georgian political groups
in the early 20th century, and it was closely linked to the struggle for Georgian polit-
ical rights (autonomy, independence). After the fall of the Russian Empire, the auto-
cephaly of the Georgian Church was restored on March 12, 1917, which preceded the
declaration of independence of Georgia on May 26, 1918.

The policy of the government of the Democratic Republic of Georgia was aimed
at separating the secular and religious spheres. Paragraph 5 of the Declaration of
Independence of Georgia of May 26, 1918 emphasized the full equality of citizens
of all faiths.
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The sharp separation of the religious and secular spheres took place first of all
in the field of education, which was defined by Article 110 of the Constitution of the
Democratic Republic of Georgia: “Education is secular in schools of all levels.” On
November 26, 1918, the Parliament-National Council of Georgia adopted a law on
the abolition of the teaching of divine law in schools. Cultural monuments were the
subject of mutual care under the legislation of the Democratic Republic of Georgia.
The restoration-renovation of the monasteries under the Church was carried out at the
request of the Patriarchate before the Arts Commission of the Constituent Assembly
or the Ministry of Education and at the expense of the state.

The separation issue was reflected in the calendar, where there were many
church holidays. As a result of the joint work of the Parliamentary Labor and Reli-
gion Committees, ecclesiastical and civil holidays were established, which included
all the sacred and important Christian holidays.

By a decree of the Parliament of Georgia of November 19, 1920, all religious or-
ganizations, including the Georgian Orthodox Church, were removed from state life,
leaving only the religious needs of believers to be met. It was forbidden to provide
funds from the state treasury for religious purposes.

The most important aspect of the separation of church and state was the Civil
Registry Act of December 3, 1920, which forbade clergy to conduct religious rites of
birth, marriage, or death without a state registration document.

The issue of the state’s relationship with the church was finally established by
the Constitution adopted on February 21, 1921, which in Chapter 16 — “State and
Church” defined the independence of the state and the church (Article 142). Equality
of all religions was declared (Article 143) and the spending of budget funds for reli-
gious affairs was prohibited (Article 144).

The process of separating the secular and religious spheres in the atheistic Soviet
Union is a form of state domination over the church. The result was harassment of the
church and the clergy, total control. In Georgia, along with political issues, the strug-
gle for church rights played an important role in the anti-Soviet dissident movement.
Since the restoration of Georgia’s independence in 1991, the role of the Church in
political life has been gradually increasing, culminating in the “Concordat” in 2002,
which defined the relationship between the government and the Church.
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