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PROGRAM

20 June, Thursday

Building I, room #107
Chavchavadze Ave. #1

09.30 - 10.00 Registration of conference participants

10.00 Conference speeches and welcomes:
Building I, room:; #107

Giorgi Sharvashidze - Rector, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilis State
University

Tamar Dolbaia - Dean, Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, Ivane
Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

| Session (Working Language - English)
Building I, room:; #107

Chairpersons: Alexandre Kukhianidze, Marek Pietra$

10.20 Marek Pietras - Prof. dr hab. Maria Curie-Sktodowska University,
Poland. “European Union in an Environment of Two-Level Changes”

10.40 Boris Vukicevi¢ - Associate Professor, University of Montenegro,
Montenegro. “The Impact of European Integration on Montenegrin
Palitics and Society”

11.00 Alexandre Kukhianidze — Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University. “The Problem of the Definition of Organized Crime”
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11.20 Onur Kulac — Assistant Professor, Pamukkale University, Turkey.
»Public E-Procurement Policy of Turkey within the Context of EU
Integration*

11.40 Bulent Arpat — Assistant Professor, Pamukkale University,
Turkey. “Turkey’s Integration to European Union in Terms of
Occupational Health and Safety and Transformations in Work Life”

12.00 Jaba Urotadze — Assistant Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University. “Comparative Analysis of Working and Rest Time
Regulationsin Georgia and European Union”

12.20 Domenico Valenza — PhD Candidate, United Nations University
Ingtitute on Comparative Regiona Integration Studies, Belgium.
“Projecting ldeal Selves: EU’s and Russia’s Competing Cultural
Narratives in the Post-Soviet Space”

12.40 Kirsat Gug¢ — Research Assistant, Ankara University, Turkey.
“Routinization of Conflict in Ukraine as a Security Dilemma”

13.00 B. Alper Torun — Research Assistant, Ankara University, Turkey.
“Russian Counter Attack to European Integration in the Near Abroad:
Frozen Conflict Srategy”

13.20- 14.30 Lunch



Il Session (Working Language - Geor gian)
Building I, room:; #107

Chairpersons: M alkhaz M atsaberidze, M anana Shamilishvili

14.30 Malkhaz Matsaberidze — Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilis
State University. “Constituent Assembly of Georgia and Formation of
Party System”

14.50 Revaz Gachechiladze — Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilis
State University, Giorgi Robakidze — PhD Candidate, Caucasus
International University. “European Integration: Goals and Reality
(Comparing Central European, Baltic and the South Caucasus Sates)”

15.10 Valerian M elikidze, Associate Professor, Vladimer Chkhaidze,

Assistant Professor, Salome Kobaidze, PhD Candidate - Ivane
Javakhishvili Thilisi State University. “Adoption of the Coastal Zone of
the Black Sea in Georgia Based on the Principles of Blue Economy™

15.30 Manana Shamilishvili - Associate Professor, |vane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University. ,,A Caricature as a Mean of Visualization of the
Naz Editorial Policy and an Anti-Bolshevik Ideological Weapon™

15.50 M arina Bur dzenidze, Associate Professor, M arina K evkhishvili,
PhD Candidate - lvane Javakhishvili Thilis State University.

“Transformation of Journalism in European Countries: Professional
Journalists Views and Perceptions™

16.10 Nino Popiashvili - Doctor, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State
University. “The Post-Socialist Transformation of Mining Cities™

16.30 Natela Donadze, Associate Professor, Marekh Devidze, PhD
Candidate - lvane Javakhishvili Thilis State University. “Globalization
and Traditionsin Students’ Focus™



21 June, Friday

[l Session (Working Language - English)
Building I, room: #107

Chairpersons. Tengiz Verulava, Nikoloz Esitashvili

10.00 José G. Vargas-Hernandez - Research Professor, University of
Guadalgjara, Mexico. “Critical Analysis on the Institutional Design of
Democratic Decentralization in the Public Sphere and Urban Spaces of
Local Governments”

10.20 Dogan Nadi Leblebici, Professor, Hacettepe University, Cenay
Babaoglu, Associate Professor, Nigde Omer Halisdemir University,
Turkey - “The Interaction Between Local Governments and NGOs in
Disability Policy in Ankara™

10.40 Mariam Gersamia, Professor, Maia Toradze, Associate
Professor — Ivane Javakhishvili Thiliss State University. “Media
Psychology: Challenges of Competence-Based Curricula and
Employment”

11.00 Hubert Kotarski — Assistant Professor, University of Rzeszow,
Poland. ,Life and Professional Aspirations of Students as a Factor of

European Integration in Poland and Ukraine, on the Example of
Research into the Quality of Lifein the City**

11.20 Magdalena Pokrzywa — Assistant Professor, University of

Rzeszow, Poland. “Men and Women in the Social Assistance System in
Poland”

11.40 Dor ota Rynkowska — Assistant Professor, University of Rzeszow,
Poland. “The Role of the Polish Red Cross as a Non-Governmental
Organization in the Social Sector”



12.00 Nikoloz Esitashvili — Visiting Professor, International School of
Economics at Thilisi State University. “Exponential Capacity of Power
and its Impact on Military Alliance Dynamics”

12.20 Tengiz Verulava— Associate Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University. “Access to Medicines for Pension Age Population in
Georgia”

12.40 Svetlana Akkieva — Professor, Kabardin-Balkar Scientific Center
of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia. “The European Integration
for the South Caucasus™

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch

IV Session (Working Language - Geor gian)
Building I, room:; #101

Chairpersons: Salome Dundua, Tamar Karaia

09.20 Giorgi Beridze— PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State
University. “Electronic Propaganda of |deol ogical-Political Platformsin
Modern Georgia (Internet Activities of Left-Wing Organizations)”

09.40 Elene Gelashvili — PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilis
State University. “Salome Zurabishvili’s Inaugural Speech — New
Messagesin Georgian Politics”

10.00 Natia Zedginidze — PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University. “The Importance of Codes of Professional Ethics in
Public Moral Renewal and the Process of Legal Sate Building™

10.20 Lika Tetradze - PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilis State
University. “Negative Narrative and Affect on Electoral Behavior™



10.40 Nino Maisuradze - PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University. “Electronic Propaganda of Ideological-Political

Platformsin Modern Georgia (Ideological Profile of Internet Editions of
Georgian National-Patriotic Direction)”

11.00 Inga Mikhanashvili — Researcher, Institute of Political Sciences

at llia State University. “Issue of Minorities after the 2016 Parliamentary
Elections Based on the Analysis of the Ombudsman’s Reports”

11.20 Lika Mukbaniani — PhD Candidate, Georgian Technical
University. ,,Catch-all Policy of the Partiesin Member and Non-Member
Countries of European Union (on the Example of Sveden and Georgia)*

11.40 Tamar Orjonikidze — PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University. “The Constituent Assembly of Georgia and Batumi
Region™

12.00 Davit Sidamonidze, PhD Candidate, Nana Deisadze, MA Student
— lvane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University. “European I ntegration and
Development of Georgian Land Transport”

12.20 Salome K ar eli — PhD Candidate, |vane Javakhishvili Thilisi State
University. “How Do the EU and Georgia Defence Policies Response the
New Face of the Conflict the "Hybrid War"?”

12.40 Mariana Kevkhishvili — PhD Candidate, Ivane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University. “Lobbying in Georgia™

13.00 - 14.00 Lunch



V Session (Working Language - Geor gian)

Building I, room:; #101

Chairpersons: Zviad Abashidze, Avtandil Tukvadze

14.00 Zviad Abashidze — Associate Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili
Thilis State University. “Discourse on Ethnic Minorities and Civic
Integration in Georgia during 1991-90: Analysis of Zviad
Gamsakhurdia’s Official Speeches, Satements and Interviews”

14.20 Ala Bibilashvili — Associate Researcher, Institute of Political
Sciences at Ilia State University. , The Role of Iam in Paliticization of
Religious Discourse in the Northern Caucasus™

14.40 Eka Darbaidze — Doctor, lvane Javakhishvili Thilis State
University. “Crisis of Democracy and a New Classin Georgia”

15.00 Valerian Dolidze— Assistant Professor, |vane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University. “The Process of European Integration and Cycles of
Palitical Development of Georgia™

15.20 Giorgi Kvinikadze — Associate Professor, Ivane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University. ““Geo-economic Landscape of the South
Caucasus”

15.40 Vakhtang M aisaia, Associate Professor, Miranda M ikadze, PhD
Candidate — Caucasus International University. “What is Hybrid Warfare

and its Geostrategic Aspects (Fourth War Generation) — Cyber War
Case-Study”

16.00 Giorgi Méelikidze — Doctor, Ivane Javakhishvili Thilis State
University. “Civil Society in Hybrid Regimes: The Challenges of
Democratization in Georgia”

16.20 Avtandil Tukvadze, Associate Professor, |vane Javakhishvili
Thilisi State University, Irakli Ubilava, Peoples Friendship University



of Russia— “The " Sovereign Democracy” - a Dynamic Model of Russian
Democracy”

16.40 Tamar Karaia— Assistant Professor, |vane Javakhishvili Thilisi
State University. “Peculiarities of Social Protest Formation in Georgia™

22 June, Saturday

Tour for Foreign Guests:
Uplistsikhe - Gori - Mtskheta
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ABSTRACTS
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José G. Vargas-Hernandez

Research Professor
University of Guadalgjara, Mexico

Critical Analysison the Institutional Design of Democratic
Decentralization in the Public Sphere and Urban Spaces of L ocal
Governments

The purpose of this paper is to conduct a critical analysis based on the
institutional design of the democratic processes of the public sphere and
urban spaces in the empowerment of local governments. The approach
consists of a theoretical construction after reviewing some important
developmentsin theissues of theroles of the state, economy, civil society
and the media on the decentralization processes of empowerment of local
governments in their public spheres and urban spaces. This critical
analysisis sustained on the political ideology, macro institutional design,
political leadership and authority, developed by the New Left's
theoretical approach. With this critical analysis, it is pretended to further
develop the ongoing debate of the democratic decentralization and the
implications of theroles of state, the economy, civil society and the media
on the public sphere and urban spaces in the empowerment of local
governments.

Democratic deliberation analysis requires to understand the social and
cultural dimensions of political contestation in new democratic spaces.
New democratic spaces for political deliberation, not always rational,
were more sites dedicated to manifest plural expressions of political
activism and construction of alliances. Contestation is the core issue of
democratic conduct that enables differences of political actors to surface
rather than be suppressed. Urban democracy can be expressed as urban
scale in democracy in cities through more radical democratic practices as
creating a more democratic society under a neo-liberal agenda.
Democratic decision-making in urban localities, as a right of the city,
must contribute to the production of urban space, clearly differentiating
from democratic enfranchisement in liberal democracies of the state.
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Local neighborhood control over local urban spaces for those that inhabit
and make decisions over their future, are more democratic that the control
exerted by the city authorities which may not result in democratic
outcomes.

Art expressions in urban spaces may contribute to make a more
democratic city, as the urban places and town sguares in ancient Athens
used to be, where the theater and other art expressions were performed.
One important difference between modernism and postmodernism urban
spaces should be how to abandon antidemocratic local settings to build
more democratic and social green areas where people can meet and have
more freedom to express themselves and get more involved in democratic
deliberation for decision making processes.

Keywords. democratic decentralization, institutional design, local
government, public sphere, urban public spaces
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